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Introduction 

Perhaps the time is past for the comprehensive "grand" 
vision. In some ways, it was a necessary substitute for ignorance, 
a compensation in breadth for the lack of depth in mans under-
standing of his world. But even if this is so, the result of more 
knowledge may be greater ignorance—or, at least, the feeling of 
ignorance—about where we are and where we are heading, and 
particularly where we should head, than was true when in fact 
we knew less but thought we knew more. 

I am not sure that this need be so. In any case, I am not satis-
fied with the fragmented, microscopic understanding of the parts, 
and I feel the need for some—even if crude—approximation of a 
larger perspective. This book is an effort to provide such a per-
spective. It is an attempt to define the meaning—within a dynamic 
framework—of a major aspect of our contemporary reality: the 
emerging global political process which increasingly blurs the 
traditional distinctions between domestic and international poli-
tics. In working toward that definition, I shall focus particularly 
on the meaning for the United States of the emergence of this 
process, seeking to draw implications from an examination of the 
forces that are molding it. 

Time and space shape our perception of reality. The specific 
moment and the particular setting dictate the way international 
estimates and priorities are defined. Sometimes, when the moment 
is historically "ripe," the setting and the time may coalesce to 
provide a special insight. A perceptive formula is easier to articu-
late in a moment of special stress. Conditions of war, crisis, tension 
are in that sense particularly fertile. The situation of crisis permits 

xiii 
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sharper value judgments, in keeping with man's ancient proclivity 
for dividing his reality into good and evil. (Marxist dialectic is 
clearly in this tradition, and it infuses moral dichotomy into every 
assessment.) But short of that critical condition—which in its 
most extreme form involves the alternatives of war or peace— 
global politics do not lend themselves to pat formulations and 
clear-cut predictions, even in a setting of extensive change. As 
a result—in most times—it is extraordinarily difficult to liberate 
oneself from the confining influence of the immediate and to per-
ceive—from a detached perspective—the broader sweep of events. 

Any abstract attempt to arrive at a capsule formula is bound 
to contain a measure of distortion. The influences that condition 
relations among states and the broad evolution of international 
affairs are too various. Nonetheless, as long as we are aware that 
any such formulation inescapably contains a germ of falsehood— 
and hence must be tentative—the attempt represents an advance 
toward at least a partial understanding. The alternative is capitu-
lation to complexity: the admission that no sense can be extracted 
from what is happening. The consequent triumph of ignorance 
exacts its own tribute in the form of unstable and reactive policies, 
the substitution of slogans for thought, the rigid adherence to 
generalized formulas made in another age and in response to 
circumstances that are different in essence from our own, even if 
superficially similar. 

Today, the most industrially advanced countries (in the first 
instance, the United States) are beginning to emerge from the 
industrial stage of their development. They are entering an age 
in which technology and especially electronics—hence my neo-
logism "technetronic"*—are increasingly becoming the principal 
determinants of social change, altering the mores, the social struc-
ture, the values, and the global outlook of society. And precisely 
because today change is so rapid and so complex, it is perhaps 
more important than ever before that our conduct of foreign affairs 
be guided by a sense of history—and to speak of history in this 

• To be more fully discussed in Part I. 
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context is to speak simultaneously of the past and of the future. 
Since it focuses on international affairs, this book is at most 

only a very partial response to the need for a more comprehensive 
assessment. It is not an attempt to sum up the human condition, 
to combine philosophy and science, to provide answers to more 
perplexing questions concerning our reality. It is much more 
modes t than that, and yet I am uneasily aware that it is already 
much too ambitious, because it unavoidably touches on all these 
issues. 

The book is divided into five major parts. The first deals with 
the impact of the scientific-technological revolution on world 
affairs in general, discussing more specifically the ambiguous posi-
tion of the principal disseminator of that revolution—the United 
States—and analyzing the effects of the revolution on the so-called 
Third World. The second part examines how the foregoing con-
siderations have affected the content, style, and format of man's 
political outlook on his global reality, with particular reference 
to the changing role of ideology. The third part assesses the con-
temporary relevance of communism to problems of modernity, 
looking first at the experience of the Soviet Union and then ex-
amining the over-all condition of international communism as a 
movement that once sought to combine internationalism and hu-
manism. The fourth part focuses on the United States, a society 
that is both a social pioneer and a guinea pig for mankind; it seeks 
to define the thrust of change and the historical meaning of the 
current American transition. The fifth part outlines in very broad 
terms the general directions that America might take in order to 
make an effective response to the previously discussed foreign 
and domestic dilemmas. 

Having said what the book does attempt, it might be helpful 
to the reader also to indicate what it does not attempt. First of 
all, it is not an exercise in "futurology"; it is an effort to make 
sense of present trends, to develop a dynamic perspective on what 
is happening. Secondly, it is not a policy book, in the sense that 
its object is not to develop systematically a coherent series of 
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prescriptions and programs. In Part V, however, it does try to 
indicate the general directions toward which America should and, 
in some respects, may head. 

In the course of developing these theses, I have expanded on 
some of the ideas initially advanced in my article "America in 
the Technetronic Age," published in Encounter, January 1968, 
which gave rise to considerable controversy. I should add that 
not only have I tried to amplify and clarify some of the rather 
condensed points made in that article, but I have significantly 
revised some of my views in the light of constructive criticisms 
made by my colleagues. Moreover, that article addressed itself 
to only one aspect (discussed primarily in Part I) of the much 
larger canvas that I have tried to paint in this volume. 

It is my hope that this essay will help to provide the reader with 
a better grasp of the nature of the political world we live in, of 
the forces shaping it, of the directions it is pursuing. In that sense, 
it might perhaps contribute to a sharper perception of the new 
political processes enveloping our world and move beyond the 
more traditional forms of examining international politics. I hope, 
too, that the tentative propositions, the generalizations, and the 
theses advanced here—though necessarily speculative, arbitrary, 
and in very many respects inescapably inadequate—may con-
tribute to the increasing discussion of America's role in the world. 

In the course of the work, I have expressed my own opinions 
and exposed my prejudices. This effort is, therefore, more in the 
nature of a "think piece," backed by evidence, than of a systematic 
exercise in social-science methodology.* 

* In this respect, I share the view of Barrington Moore, Jr., that "when we 
set the dominant body of current thinking against important figures in the 
nineteenth century, the following differences emerge. First of all, the critical 
spirit has all but disappeared. Second, modern sociology, and perhaps to a 
lesser extent also modern political science, economics, and psychology, are 
ahistorical. Third, modem social science tends to be abstract and formal. In 
research, social science today displays considerable technical virtuosity. But 
this virtuosity has been gained at the expense of content. Modem sociology 
has less to say about society than it did fifty years ago" (Political Power and 
Social Theory, Cambridge, Mass., 1958, p. 123). 
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Finally, let me end this introduction with a confession that 
somewhat anticipates my argument: an apocalyptic-minded reader 
may find my thesis uncongenial because my view of Americas 
role in the world is still an optimistic one. I say "still" because I 
am greatly troubled by the dilemmas we face at home and abroad, 
and even more so by the social and philosophical implications of 
the direction of change in our time. 

Nonetheless, my optimism is real. Although I do not mean to 
minimize the gravity of America's problems—their catalogue is 
long, the dilemmas are acute, and the signs of a meaningful re-
sponse are at most ambivalent—I truly believe that this society 
has the capacity, the talent, the wealth, and, increasingly, the 
will to surmount the difficulties inherent in this current historic 
transition. 





BETWEEN 
TWO AGES 

"Human life is reduced to real suffering, to hell, only when 
two ages, two cultures and religions overlap. . . . There 
are times when a whole generation is caught in this way 
between two ages, two modes of life, with the consequence 
that it loses all power to understand itself and has no stand-
ard, no security, no simple acquiescence." 

— H E R M A N N HESSE, Steppentvolf 





PART I 
The Global Impact 
of the Technetronic 
Revolution 

The paradox of our time is that humanity is becoming simul-
taneously more unified and more fragmented. That is the princi-
pal thrust of contemporary change. Time and space have become 
so compressed that global politics manifest a tendency toward 
larger, more interwoven forms of cooperation as well as toward 
the dissolution of established institutional and ideological loyal-
ties. Humanity is becoming more integral and intimate even as 
the differences in the condition of the separate societies are wid-
ening. Under these circumstances proximity, instead of promoting 
unity, gives rise to tensions prompted by a new sense of global 
congestion. 

A new pattern of international politics is emerging. The world 
is ceasing to be an arena in which relatively self-contained, "sov-
ereign," and homogeneous nations interact, collaborate, clash, or 
make war. International politics, in the original sense of the term, 
were born when groups of people began to identify themselves— 
and others—in mutually exclusive terms (territory, language, 
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symbols, beliefs), and when that identification became in turn 
the dominant factor in relations between these groups. The con-
cept of national interest—based on geographical factors, tradi-
tional animosities or friendships, economics, and security consid-
erations—implied a degree of autonomy and specificity that was 
possible only so long as nations were sufficiently separated in time 
and space to have both the room to maneuver and the distance 
needed to maintain separate identity. 

During the classical era of international politics, weapons, 
communications, economics, and ideology were all essentially 
national in scope. With the invention of modern artillery, weap-
onry required national arsenals and standing armies; in more 
recent times it could be effectively and rapidly deployed by one 
nation against the frontiers of another. Communications, espe-
cially since the invention of the steam engine and the resulting 
age of railroads, reinforced national integration by making it pos-
sible to move people and goods across most nations in a period of 
time rarely exceeding two days. National economies, frequently 
resting on autarkic principles, stimulated both the awareness and 
the development of collective vested interest, protected by tariff 
walls. Nationalism so personalized community feelings that the 
nation became an extension of the ego.* 

All four factors mentioned above are now becoming global. 
Weapons of total destructive power can be applied at any point 
on the globe in a matter of minutes—in less time, in fact, than 
it takes for the police in a major city to respond to an emergency 
call. The entire globe is in closer reach and touch than a middle-
sized European power was to its own capital fifty years ago. 
Transnational ties are gaining in importance, while the claims 
of nationalism, though still intense, are nonetheless becoming 
diluted. This change, naturally, has gone furthest in the most ad-

* This was a major change from the earlier feudal age. At that time weapons 
were largely personal, communications were very limited and primarily oral, 
the economy was primitive and rural, and ideology stressed direct, religion-
based obeisance to a personally known chief. These conditions thus reinforced 
and reflected a more fragmented "intranational" political process. 
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v a n c e d countries, but no country is now immune to it. The conse-
q u e n c e is a new era—an era of the global political process. 

Yet though the process is global, real unity of mankind remains 
remote. The contemporary world is undergoing a change in many 
respects similar to that prompted by the earlier appearance of 
large population centers. The growth of such centers weakened 
intimate and direct lines of authority and contributed to the 
appearance of many conflicting and crosscutting allegiances. A 
typical city dweller identifies himself simultaneously with a 
variety of groups—occupational, religious, leisure, political— 
and only rarely operates in an environment that is exclusively 
dominated by a single system of values and a unilinear personal 
commitment. American metropolitan politics are typically messy: 
special-interest and pressure groups, ethnic communities, political 
organizations, religious institutions, major industrial or financial 
forces, and even the criminal underworld interact in a pattern 
that simultaneously includes continuous limited warfare and 
accommodation. 

Global polities are acquiring some analogous characteristics. 
Nations of different sizes and developmentally in different his-
torical epochs interact, creating friction, variable patterns of 
accommodation, and changing alignments. While the formal 
rules of the game maintain the illusion that it is played only by 
those players called "states"—and, when war breaks out, the 
states become the only significant players—short of war the game 
is truly played on a much more informal basis, with much more 
mixed participation. Some states possess overwhelming power; 
others, the "mini-states," are overshadowed by multimillion-dollar 
international corporations, major banks and financial interests, 
transnational organizations of religious or ideological character, 
and the emerging international institutions that in some cases 
represent" the interests of the minor players (for example, the 

^ N ) or in other cases mask the power of the major ones (for 
example, the Warsaw Pact or SEATO). 

The methods for coping with international conflicts are hence 
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becoming similar to those for dealing with urban discord. A char-
acteristic feature of concentrated humanity is the routinization of 
conflict. Direct violence becomes increasingly regulated and re-
stricted, and ultimately comes to be considered as a deviation 
from the norm. Organized mechanisms, in the form of uniformed, 
salaried personnel, are established to confine violence to socially 
tolerable limits. A certain measure of crime is accepted as un-
avoidable; for the sake of order, therefore, organized crime is 
generally preferred to anarchic violence, thus indirectly and in-
formally becoming an extension of order. 

The routinization of conflict on a global scale has been the 
goal of statesmen for many decades. Agreements, conventions, 
and pacts have sought to govern it. None of these could prove 
effective in a system of relatively distinctive and sovereign units; 
but the appearance of rapid communications, which created not 
only physical proximity but also instant awareness of distant 
events, and the onset of the nuclear age, which for the first time 
made truly destructive global power available to at least two 
states, fundamentally altered the pattern of international conflict. 
On the one hand these factors depressed its level, and on the 
other they heightened its potential and increased its scope. 

Urban underworld wars do not give rise to much moral revul-
sion nor are they seen as major threats to social peace. Only out-
breaks of violence directed at that peace, as represented by hu-
man life and major vested interests—banks, shops, or private 
property, for example—are resolutely combated. Similarly, in the 
more advanced portions of the world there is a tendency among 
the establishment and the middle class of the "global city" to be 
indifferent to Third World conflicts and to view them as necessary 
attributes of a low level of development—provided, of course, 
that such conflicts do not feed back into the relations among the 
more powerful states. Wars in the Third World thus seem toler-
able as long as their international scale is contained at a level that 
does not seem to threaten major interests.* 

* . . during the post-1945 years, the development of nuclear weapons, 
the formation of power blocs and multilateral alliance systems, and the in-
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In our time the routinization of conflict has also meant a shift 
from sustained warfare to sporadic outbreaks of violence. Sus-
tained, prolonged warfare was made possible by the industrial 
age. In earlier times armies confronted each other, fought pitched, 
head-on battles, and, like gladiators of old, scored decisive vic-
tories or went down in defeat. The industrial age permitted so-
cieties to mobilize their manpower and resources for prolonged 
but indecisive struggles resembling classical wrestling and requir-
ing both skill and endurance. Nuclear weapons—never used in 
conflict between nuclear powers—pose the possibility of such 
mutual annihilation that they tend to freeze their possessors into 
passive restraint, with sporadic outbreaks of violence occurring on 
the peripheries of the confrontation. Though, in the past, violence 
tended to result in the use of maximum available power, today 
those states possessing maximum power strive to employ a mini-
mum in the assertion of their interests. 

Since the appearance of nuclear weapons, relations between 
the superpowers have been governed by a rudimentary code of 
restraint forged by trial and error in the course of confrontations 
ranging from Korea through Berlin to Cuba. It is likely that in 
the absence of these weapons war would long since have broken 
out between the United States and the Soviet Union. Their de-
structive power has thus had a basic effect on the degree to which 
force is applied in the relations among states, compelling an un-
precedented degree of prudence in the behavior of the most 

creasing financial cost of modem warfare, have all been factors inhibiting 
the outbreak of formal warfare between the advanced, industrial nations. The 
majority of 'conflicts' during these years have taken place in Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia, the so-called Third World. And a large number of 
them have followed on or been associated with the break-up of colonial 
empires, whether Ottoman, British, French or lapanese, and the subsequent 
emergence of new states which are often small, poor and insecure" (David 
Wood, "Conflict in the Twentieth Century," Adelphi Papers, June 1968, 
P- 19) • The above study contains a list of eighty conflicts that have occurred 
in the years 1945-1967. All but eight of these conflicts involved Third World 
participants on both sides. 

The analogy with metropolitan politics is also made by Theodore H. Von 
Laue in his thoughtful book The Global City (New York, 1969). Von Laue 
}s particularly stimulating in his analysis of the impact of the Western 
metropolitan" system on world politics during the last century. 
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powerful states. Within the fragile framework in which the con-
temporary transformation of our reality occurs, nuclear weapons 
have thus created an entirely novel system of deterrence from the 
reliance on overwhelming power. 

In the case of urban politics, the weakness of accepted and 
respected immediate authority is compensated for by the sense 
of higher allegiance to the nation, as represented by the institu-
tional expression of state power. The global city lacks that higher 
dimension—and much of the contemporary search for order is 
an attempt to create it, or to find some equilibrium short of it. 
Otherwise, however, global politics are similarly characterized by 
the confusing pattern of involvement, congestion, and interaction, 
which cumulatively, though gradually, undermines the exclusive-
ness and the primacy of those hitherto relatively watertight com-
partments, the nation-states. In the process, international politics 
gradually become a much more intimate and overlapping process. 

Eras are historical abstractions. They are also an intellectual 
convenience: they are meant to be milestones on a road that over 
a period of time changes imperceptibly and yet quite profoundly. 
It is a matter of arbitrary judgment when one era ends and a new 
one begins; neither the end nor the beginning can be clearly and 
sharply defined. On the formal plane, politics as a global process 
operate much as they did in the past, but the inner reality of that 
process is increasingly shaped by forces whose influence or scope 
transcend national lines. 
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/mMM 
1. The Onset of the 
Technetronic Age 

The impact of science and technology on man and his so-' 
ciety, especially in the more advanced countries of the world, is 
becoming the major source of contemporary change. Recent years 
have seen a proliferation of exciting and challenging literature 
on the future. In the United States, in Western Europe, and, to 
a lesser degree, in Japan and in the Soviet Union, a number of 
systematic, scholarly efforts have been made to project, predict, 
and grasp what the future holds for us. 

The transformation that is now taking place, especially in 
America, is already creating a society increasingly unlike its in-
dustrial predecessor.1 The post-industrial society is becoming a 
"technetronic" society:0 a society that is shaped culturally, psy-
chologically, socially, and economically by the impact of tech-
nology and electronics—particularly in the area of computers and 
communications. The industrial process is no longer the principal 
determinant of social change, altering the mores, the social struc-
ture, and the values of society. In the industrial society technical 
knowledge was applied primarily to one specific end: the accel-
eration and improvement of production techniques. Social conse-
quences were a later by-product of this paramount concern. In the 
technetronic society scientific and technical knowledge, in addi-

* The term "post-industrial" is used by Daniel Bell, who has done much of 
the pioneering thinking on the subject. However, I prefer to use the neo-
logism "technetronic," because it conveys more directly the character of the 
principal impulses for change in our time. Similarly, the term "industrial" 
described what otherwise could have been called the "post-agricultural" age. 
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tion to enhancing production capabilities, quickly spills over to 
affect almost all aspects of life directly. Accordingly, both the 
growing capacity for the instant calculation of the most complex 
interactions and the increasing availability of biochemical means 
of human control augment the potential scope of consciously 
chosen direction, and thereby also the pressures to direct, to 
choose, and to change. 

Reliance on these new techniques of calculation and communi-
cation enhances the social importance of human intelligence and 
the immediate relevance of learning. The need to integrate social 
change is heightened by the increased ability to decipher the pat-
terns of change; this in turn increases the significance of basic 
assumptions concerning the nature of man and the desirability of 
one or another form of social organization. Science thereby in-
tensifies rather than diminishes the relevance of values, but it de-
mands that they be cast in terms that go beyond the more crude 
ideologies of the industrial age. (This theme is developed further 
in Part II.) 

New Social Patterns 

For Norbert Wiener, "the locus of an earlier industrial revolu-
tion before the main industrial revolution" is to be found in the 
fifteenth-century research pertaining to navigation (the nautical 
compass), as well as in the development of gunpowder and print-
ing.2 Today the functional equivalent of navigation is the thrust 
into space, which requires a rapid computing capacity beyond the 
means of the human brain; the equivalent of gunpowder is mod-
ern nuclear physics, and that of printing is television and long-
range instant communications. The consequence of this new tech-
netronic revolution is the progressive emergence of a society that 
increasingly differs from the industrial one in a variety of eco-
nomic, political, and social aspects. The following examples may 
be briefly cited to summarize some of the contrasts: 

(1) In an industrial society the mode of production shifts from 
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agriculture to industry, with the use of human and animal muscle 
supplanted by machine operation. In the technetronic society 
industrial employment yields to services, with automation and 
cybernetics replacing the operation of machines by individuals. 

(2) Problems of employment and unemployment—to say noth-
ing of the prior urbanization of the post-rural labor force—domi-
nate the relationship between employers, labor, and the market 
in the industrial society, and the assurance of minimum welfare 
to the new industrial masses is a source of major concern. In the 
emerging new society questions relating to the obsolescence of 
skills, security, vacations, leisure, and profit sharing dominate the 
relationship, and the psychic well-being of millions of relatively 
secure but potentially aimless lower-middle-class blue-collar work-
ers becomes a growing problem. 

(3) Breaking down traditional barriers to education, and thus 
creating the basic point of departure for social advancement, is a 
major goal of social reformers in the industrial society. Education, 
available for limited and specific periods of time, is initially con-
cerned with overcoming illiteracy and subsequently with technical 
training, based largely on written, sequential reasoning. In the 
technetronic society not only is education universal but advanced 
training is available to almost all who have the basic talents, and 
there is far greater emphasis on quality selection. The essential 
problem is to discover the most effective techniques for the ra-
tional exploitation of social talent. The latest communication and 
calculating techniques are employed in this task. The educational 
process becomes a lengthier one and is increasingly reliant on 
audio-visual aids. In addition, the flow of new knowledge necessi-
tates more and more frequent refresher studies. 

(4) In the industrial society social leadership shifts from the 
traditional rural-aristocratic to an urban-plutocratic elite. Newly 
acquired wealth is its foundation, and intense competition the 
outlet—as well as the stimulus—for its energy. In the technetronic 
society plutocratic pre-eminence is challenged by the political 
leadership, which is itself increasingly permeated by individuals 
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possessing special skills and intellectual talents. Knowledge be-
comes a tool of power and the effective mobilization of talent an 
important way to acquire power. 

(5) The university in an industrial society—in contrast to the 
situation in medieval times—is an aloof ivory tower, the repository 
of irrelevant, even if respected, wisdom, and for a brief time the 
fountainhead for budding members of the established social elite. 
In the technetronic society the university becomes an intensely 
involved "think tank," the source of much sustained political plan-
ning and social innovation. 

(6) The turmoil inherent in the shift from a rigidly traditional 
rural society to an urban one engenders an inclination to seek 
total answers to social dilemmas, thus causing ideologies to thrive 
in the industrializing society. (The American exception to this 
rule was due to the absence of a feudal tradition, a point well 
developed by Louis Hartz.) In the industrial age literacy makes 
for static interrelated conceptual thinking, congenial to ideologi-
cal systems. In the technetronic society audio-visual communica-
tions prompt more changeable, disparate views of reality, not 
compressible into formal systems, even as the requirements of 
science and the new computative techniques place a premium on 
mathematical logic and systematic reasoning. The resulting ten-
sion is felt most acutely by scientists, with the consequence that 
some seek to confine reason to science while expressing their emo-
tions through politics. Moreover, the increasing ability to reduce 
social conflicts to quantifiable and measurable dimensions rein-
forces the trend toward a more pragmatic approach to social 
problems, while it simultaneously stimulates new concerns with 
preserving "humane" values. 

(7) In the industrial society, as the hitherto passive masses 
become active there are intense political conflicts over such mat-
ters as disenfranchisement and the right to vote. The issue of 
political participation is a crucial one. In the technetronic age the 
question is increasingly one of ensuring real participation in deci-
sions that seem too complex and too far removed from the aver-
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age citizen. Political alienation becomes a problem. Similarly, 
the issue of political equality of the sexes gives way to a struggle 
for the sexual equality of women. In the industrial society woman 

the operator of machines—ceases to be physically inferior to 
the male, a consideration of some importance in rural life, and 
begins to demand her political rights. In the emerging techne-
tronic society automation threatens both males and females, in-
tellectual talent is computable, the "pill" encourages sexual equal-
ity, and women begin to claim complete equality. 

(8) The newly enfranchised masses are organized in the in-
dustrial society by trade unions and political parties and unified 
by relatively simple and somewhat ideological programs. More-
over, political attitudes are influenced by appeals to nationalist 
sentiments, communicated through the massive increase of news-
papers employing, naturally, the readers' national language. In 
the technetronic society the trend seems to be toward aggregating 
the individual support of millions of unorganized citizens, who 
are easily within the reach of magnetic and attractive personal-
ities, and effectively exploiting the latest communication tech-
niques to manipulate emotions and control reason. Reliance on 
television—and hence the tendency to replace language with im-
agery, which is international rather than national, and to include 
war coverage or scenes of hunger in places as distant as, for ex-
ample, India—creates a somewhat more cosmopolitan, though 
highly impressionistic, involvement in global affairs. 

(9) Economic power in the early phase of industrialization 
tends to be personalized, by either great entrepreneurs like Henry 
Ford or bureaucratic industrial officials like Kaganovich, or Mine 
(in Stalinist Poland). The tendency toward depersonalization of 
economic power is stimulated in the next stage by the appearance 
of a highly complex interdependence between governmental in-
stitutions (including the military), scientific establishments, and 
industrial organizations. As economic power becomes inseparably 
linked with political power, it becomes more invisible and the 
sense of individual futility increases. 



I: The Global Impact of the Technetronic Revolution . { 14 

(10) In an industrial society the acquisition of goods and the 
accumulation of personal wealth become forms of social attain-
ment for an unprecedentedly large number of people. In the 
technetronic society the adaptation of science to humane ends 
and a growing concern with the quality of life become both pos-
sible and increasingly a moral imperative for a large number of 
citizens, especially the young. 

Eventually, these changes and many others, including some 
that more directly affect the personality and quality of the human 
being himself, will make the technetronic society as different from 
the industrial as the industrial was from the agrarian.* And just 
as the shift from an agrarian economy and feudal politics toward 
an industrial society and political systems based on the individu-
al's emotional identification with the nation-state gave rise to con-
temporary international politics, so the appearance of the techne-
tronic society reflects the onset of a new relationship between 
man and his expanded global reality. 

Social Explosion/Implosion 

This new relationship is a tense one: man has still to define it 
conceptually and thereby render it comprehensible to himself. 
Our expanded global reality is simultaneously fragmenting and 
thrusting itself in upon us. The result of the coincident explosion 
and implosion is not only insecurity and tension but also an en-
tirely novel perception of what many still call international affairs. 

Life seems to lack cohesion as environment rapidly alters and 
human beings become increasingly manipulable and malleable. 
Everything seems more transitory and temporary: external reality 
0 Bell defines the "five dimensions of the post-industrial society" as involving 
the following: ( l ) The creation of a service economy. (2 ) The pre-eminence 
of the professional and technical class. (3 ) The centrality of theoretical 
knowledge as the source of innovation and policy formulation in the society. 
(4) The possibility of self-sustaining technological growth. (5 ) The creation 
of a new "intellectual technology.' (Daniel Bell, "The Measurement of 
Knowledge and Technology," in Indicators of Social Change, Eleanor 
Sheldon and Wilbert Moore, eds., New York, 1968, pp. 152-53-) 
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more fluid than solid, the human being more synthetic than au-
thentic. Even our senses perceive an entirely novel "reality"—one 
of our own making but nevertheless, in terms of our sensations, 
quite "real." * More important, there is already widespread con-
cern about the possibility of biological and chemical tampering 
with what has until now been considered the immutable essence 
of man. Human conduct, some argue, can be predetermined and 
subjected to deliberate control. Man is increasingly acquiring the 
capacity to determine the sex of his children, to affect through 
drugs the extent of their intelligence, and to modify and control 
their personalities. Speaking of a future at most only decades 
away, an experimenter in intelligence control asserted, "I foresee 
the time when we shall have the means and therefore, inevitably, 
the temptation to manipulate the behavior and intellectual func-
tioning of all the people through environmental and biochemical 
manipulation of the brain." 3 

Thus it is an open question whether technology and science 
will in fact increase the options open to the individual. Under the 
headline "Study Terms Technology a Boon to Individualism,"4 

The New York Times reported the preliminary conclusions of a 
Harvard project on the social significance of science. Its partici-
pants were quoted as concluding that "most Americans have a 
greater range of personal choice, wider experience and a more 
highly developed sense of self-worth than ever before." This may 
be so, but a judgment of this sort rests essentially on an intuitive 
—and comparative—insight into the present and past states of 
mind of Americans. In this connection a word of warning from 
an acute observer is highly relevant: "It behooves us to examine 
carefully the degree of validity, as measured by actual behavior, 
of the statement that a benefit of technology will be to increase 
the number of options and alternatives the individual can choose 

0 Charles R. DeCarlo, in "Computer Technology" (Toward the Year 2018, 
New York, 1968, p. 102), describes the use of "holography" to create the 
sensation of living presence—as well as the actuality of conversations—by 
long-range laser beams from a satellite. 
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from. In principle, it could; in fact, the individual may use any 
number of psychological devices to avoid the discomfort of in-
formation overload, and thereby keep the range of alternatives to 
which he responds much narrower than that which technology in 
principle makes available to him." 5 In other words, the real ques-
tions are how the individual will exploit the options, to what ex-
tent he will be intellectually and psychologically prepared to ex-
ploit them, and in what way society as a whole will create a favor-
able setting for taking advantage of these options. Their avail-
ability is not of itself proof of a greater sense of freedom or self-
worth. 

Instead of accepting himself as a spontaneous given, man in 
the most advanced societies may become more concerned with 
conscious self-analysis according to external, explicit criteria: 
What is my IQ? What are my aptitudes, personality traits, capa-
bilities, attractions, and negative features? The "internal man"— 
spontaneously accepting his own spontaneity—will more and more 
be challenged by the "external man"—consciously seeking his self-
conscious image; and the transition from one to the other may 
not be easy. It will also give rise to difficult problems in deter-
mining the legitimate scope of social control. The possibility of 
extensive chemical mind control, the danger of loss of individu-
ality inherent in extensive transplantation, the feasibility of mani-
pulating the genetic structure will call for the social definition of 
common criteria of use and restraint. As the previously cited 
writer put it, ". . . while the chemical affects the individual, the 
person is significant to himself and to society in his social context 
—at work, at home, at play. The consequences are social conse-
quences. In deciding how to deal with such alterers of the ego 
and of experience (and consequently alterers of the personality 
after the experience), and in deciding how to deal with the 
'changed' human beings, we will have to face new questions such 
as 'Who am I?' 'When am I who?' 'Who are they in relation to 
me?'" 6 

Moreover, man will increasingly be living in man-made and 
rapidly man-altered environments. By the end of this century 
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approximately two-thirds of the people in the advanced countries 
will live in cities.0 Urban growth has so far been primarily the 
by-product of accidental economic convenience, of the magnetic 
attraction of population centers, and of the flight of many from 
rural poverty and exploitation. It has not been deliberately de-
signed to improve the quality of life. The impact of "accidental" 
cities is already contributing to the depersonalization of individ-
ual life as the kinship structure contracts and enduring relations 
of friendship become more difficult to maintain. Julian Huxley was 
perhaps guilty of only slight exaggeration when he warned that 
"overcrowding in animals leads to distorted neurotic and down-
right pathological behavior. We can be sure that the same is true 
in principle of people. City life today is definitely leading to mass 
mental disease, to growing vandalism and possible eruptions of 
mass violence." f 7 

The problem of identity is likely to be complicated by a genera-
tion gap, intensified by the dissolution of traditional ties and 
values derived from extended family and enduring community 
relationships. The dialogue between the generations is becoming a 
dialogue of the deaf. It no longer operates within the conservative-
liberal or nationalist-internationalist framework. The breakdown 
in communication between the generations—so vividly evident 
during the student revolts of 1968—was rooted in the irrelevance 
of the old symbols to many younger people. Debate implies the 
acceptance of a common frame of reference and language; since 
these were lacking, debate became increasingly impossible. 

Though currently the clash is over values—with many of the 

* In 1900 there were 10 cities with populations of one million or more; in 
!955 the number had grown to 61; in 1965 there were over 100 cities with 
populations of one million or more. Today in Australia and Oceania three-
quarters of the people live in cities; in America and Europe (the USSR 
included) one-half do; in Africa and Asia one-fifth live in cities. 
T G. N. Carstairs, in ''Why Is Man Aggressive?" (Impact of Science on So-
ctety, April-June 1968, p. 90) , argues that population growth, crowding, 
and social oppression all contribute to irrational and intensified aggression. 
Experiments on rats seem to bear this out; observation of human behavior in 
large cities seems to warrant a similar conclusion. For a cri du cceur against 
mis congested condition from a French sociologist, see Jacques Ellul, The 
Technological Society, New York, 1965, p. 321. 
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young rejecting those of their elders, who in turn contend that 
the young have evaded the responsibility of articulating theirs— 
in the future the clash between generations will be also over ex-
pertise. Within a few years the rebels in the more advanced 
countries who today have the most visibility will be joined by a 
new generation making its claim to power in government and 
business: a generation trained to reason logically; as accustomed 
to exploiting electronic aids to human reasoning as we have been 
to using machines to increase our own mobility; expressing itself 
in a language that functionally relates to these aids; accepting 
as routine managerial processes current innovations such as 
planning-programming-budgeting systems (PPBS) and the ap-
pearance in high business echelons of "top computer executives." 8 

As the older elite defends what it considers not only its own vested 
interests but more basically its own way of life, the resulting clash 
could generate even more intense conceptual issues. 

Global Absorption 

But while our immediate reality is being fragmented, global 
reality increasingly absorbs the individual, involves him, and even 
occasionally overwhelms him. Communications are the obvious, 
already much discussed, immediate cause. The changes wrought 
by communications and computers make for an extraordinarily 
interwoven society whose members are in continuous and close 
audio-visual contact—constantly interacting, instantly sharing the 
most intense social experiences, and prompted to increased per-
sonal involvement in even the most distant problems. The new 
generation no longer defines the world exclusively on the basis of 
reading, either of ideologically structured analyses or of extensive 
descriptions; it also experiences and senses it vicariously through 
audio-visual communications. This form of communicating reality 
is growing more rapidly—especially in the advanced countries0 

• For example, Hermann Meyn, in his Massen-medien in der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland (Berlin, 1966), provides data showing cumulatively that an 
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—than the traditional written medium, and it provides the prin-
cipal source of news for the masses (see Tables 1-3). "By 1985 
distance will be no excuse for delayed information from any part 
of the world to the powerful urban nerve centers that will mark 
the major concentrations of the people on earth/ '9 Global tele-
phone dialing that in the more advanced states will include in-
stant visual contact and a global television-satellite system that 
will enable some states to "invade" private homes in other coun-
tries* will create unprecedented global intimacy. 

The new reality, however, will not be that of a "global village/' 
McLuhans striking analogy overlooks the personal stability, in-
terpersonal intimacy, implicitly shared values, and traditions that 
were important ingredients of the primitive village. A more ap-
propriate analogy is that of the "global city"—a nervous, agitated, 
tense, and fragmented web of interdependent relations. That in-
terdependence, however, is better characterized by interaction 
than by intimacy. Instant communications are already creating 
something akin to a global nervous system. Occasional malfunc-
tions of this nervous system—because of blackouts or breakdowns 
—will be all the more unsettling, precisely because the mutual 
confidence and reciprocally reinforcing stability that are charac-
teristic of village intimacy will be absent from the process of that 
"nervous" interaction. 

Man's intensified involvement in global affairs is reflected in, 
and doubtless shaped by, the changing character of what has 
until now been considered local news. Television has joined news-
papers in expanding the immediate horizons of the viewer or 
reader to the point where "local" increasingly means "national," 
and global affairs compete for attention on an unprecedented 
scale. Physical and moral immunity to "foreign" events cannot be 

average West German over the age of fifteen read each day for fifteen min-
utes, listened to the radio for one and one-half hours, and watched television 
for one hour and ten minutes. 

It is estimated that within a decade television satellites will carry sufficient 
power to transmit programs directly to receivers, without the intermediary of 
receiving-transmitting stations. 
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TABLE 2. ABSOLUTE INCREASE PER 1 0 0 0 POPULATION IN RADIO, TELEVISION, 
AND NEWSPAPER CIRCULATION, 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 6 

Radios TV Newspapers 
United States + 3 9 3 + 6 6 - 1 4 
Canada + 150 + 6 7 — 1 0 
Sweden + 1 0 + 1 2 1 + 11 
United Kingdom + 1 1 + 4 3 - 2 6 
West Germany + 1 7 2 + 1 3 0 + 2 5 
Czechoslovakia + 1 0 + 1 0 9 + 5 2 
France + 8 0 + 1 1 0 - 4 
USSR + 1 2 4 + 5 9 + 1 0 2 
Argentina + 141 + 6 1 - 2 7 
Japan + 1 1 8 + 1 1 9 + 6 9 
Brazil + 2 5 + 1 2 — 2 1 
Algeria + 7 5 + 8 
India + 8 — + 2 

TABLE 3. APPROXIMATE USE OF MEDIA FOR EACH OF THE 
FOUR AUDIENCE GROUPS 

Mass 
Majority 

( 5 0 - 6 0 % ) 

Peripheral 
Mass 

( 2 0 - 4 0 % ) 

15 

College 
Graduates 
( 1 0 - 2 5 % ) 

30 

Elites 
(less 

than 1%) 

50 

Per cent of U.S. population 
that: 

Read any nonfiction books 
in the last year 

Read one issue a month of 
Harpers, National Re-
view, etc. 

Read one issue a month of 
Time, Newsweek, or 
U.S. News 

Read one issue a month of 
Look, Life, or Post 

Read a daily newspaper 
Read the New York Times 
Read national or interna-

tional news first in paper 
Want more foreign news in 

paper 
Listen to radio daily 
Hear radio news daily 
Use television daily 
Watch TV news 
Favor TV as news medium 
Favor news as TV show 
Source: Television Quarterly, Spring 1968, p. 47. These figures are for the 
most part derived from data in John Robinson, Public Information about 
World Affairs, Ann Arbor, Mich., 1967. 

% 2 1 0 25 

5 10 45 70 

25 50 65 30 
70 8 0 90 95 

X X 5 50 

1 0 2 0 30 50 

1 0 2 0 30 50 
6 0 70 85 ? 
50 6 0 65 ? 
8 0 75 65 ? 
45 45 45 ? 
6 0 35 2 0 ? 

5 15 30 50 
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very effectively maintained under circumstances in which there 
are both a growing intellectual awareness of global interde-
pendence and the electronic intrusion of global events into the 
home. 

This condition also makes for a novel perception of foreign 
affairs. Even in the recent past one learned about international 
politics through the study of history and geography, as well as 
by reading newspapers. This contributed to a highly structured, 
even rigid, approach, in which it was convenient to categorize 
events or nations in somewhat ideological terms. Today, however, 
foreign affairs intrude upon a child or adolescent in the advanced 
countries in the form of disparate, sporadic, isolated—but involv-
ing—events: catastrophes and acts of violence both abroad and 
at home become intermeshed, and though they may elicit either 
positive or negative reactions, these are no longer in the neatly 
compartmentalized categories of "we" and "they." Television in 
particular contributes to a "blurred," much more impressionistic 
—and also involved—attitude toward world affairs.10 Anyone who 
teaches international politics senses a great change in the attitude 
of the young along these lines. 

Such direct global intrusion and interaction, however, does not 
make for better "understanding" of our contemporary affairs. On 
the contrary, it can be argued that in some respects "understand-
ing"—in the sense of possessing the subjective confidence that 
one can evaluate events on the basis of some organized principle 
—is today much more difficult for most people to attain. Instant 
but vicarious participation in events evokes uncertainty, espe-
cially as it becomes more and more apparent that established 
analytical categories no longer adequately encompass the new 
circumstances.* 

The science explosion—the most rapidly expanding aspect of 

° To provide one simple example, for about twenty years anticommunism 
provided the grand organizational principle for many Americans. How then 
fit into that setting events such as the confrontation between Moscow and 
Peking, and, once one had become accustomed to think of Moscow as more 
"liberal," between Moscow and Prague? 
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our entire reality, growing more rapidly than population, indus-
try, and cities—intensifies, rather than reduces, these feelings of 
insecurity. It is simply impossible for the average citizen and 
even for men of intellect to assimilate and meaningfully organize 
the flow of knowledge for themselves. In every scientific field 
complaints are mounting that the torrential outpouring of pub-
lished reports, scientific papers, and scholarly articles and the 
proliferation of professional journals make it impossible for in-
dividuals to avoid becoming either narrow-gauged specialists or 
superficial generalists.* The sharing of new common perspectives 
thus becomes more difficult as knowledge expands; in addition, 
traditional perspectives such as those provided by primitive myths 
or, more recently, by certain historically conditioned ideologies 
can no longer be sustained. 

The threat of intellectual fragmentation, posed by the gap 
between the pace in the expansion of knowledge and the rate of 
its assimilation, raises a perplexing question concerning the pros-
pects for mankind's intellectual unity. It has generally been 
assumed that the modern world, shaped increasingly by the in-
dustrial and urban revolutions, will become more homogeneous 
in its outlook. This may be so, but it could be the homogeneity 
of insecurity, of uncertainty, and of intellectual anarchy. The 
result, therefore, would not necessarily be a more stable environ-
ment. 
0 It is estimated, for example, that NASA employs some fifteen thousand 
special technical terms—all of which are compiled in its own thesaurus 
(CTN Bulletin [Centres d'etudes des consequences generales des grandes 
techniques nouvelles, Paris], June 1968, p. 6) . It is also estimated that "the 
number of books published has about doubled every twenty years since 1450, 
and some 30 million have by now been published; the projected figure is 60 
million by 1980" (Cyril Black, The Dynamics of Modernization, New York, 
!966, p. 12) and that "science alone sees the publishing of 100,000 journals 
a year, in more than 60 languages, a figure doubling every 15 years" (Glenn 
T. Seaborg, "Uneasy World Gains Power over Destiny," The New York 
Times, January 6, 1969). 
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2. The Ambivalent Disseminator 

The United States is the principal global disseminator of 
the technetronic revolution. It is American society that is cur-
rently having the greatest impact on all other societies, prompting 
a far-reaching cumulative transformation in their outlook and 
mores. At various stages in history different societies have served 
as a catalyst for change by stimulating imitation and adaptation 
in others. What in the remote past Athens and Rome were to the 
Mediterranean world, or China to much of Asia, France has more 
recently been to Europe. French letters, arts, and political ideas 
exercised a magnetic attraction, and the French Revolution was 
perhaps the single most powerful stimulant to the rise of populist 
nationalism during the nineteenth century. 

In spite of its domestic tensions—indeed, in some respects 
because of them (see Part IV)—the United States is the innovative 
and creative society of today. It is also a major disruptive influ-
ence on the world scene. In fact communism, which many Ameri-
cans see as the principal cause of unrest, primarily capitalizes on 
frustrations and aspirations, whose major source is the American 
impact on the rest of the world. The United States is the focus 
of global attention, emulation, envy, admiration, and animosity. 
No other society evokes feelings of such intensity; no other so-
ciety's internal affairs—including America's racial and urban 
violence—are scrutinized with such attention; no other society's 
politics are followed with such avid interest—so much so that to 
many foreign nationals United States domestic politics have be-
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come an essential extension of their own; no other society so 
massively disseminates its own way of life and its values by 
means of movies, television, multimillion-copy foreign editions of 
its national magazines, or simply by its products; no other society 
is the object of such contradictory assessments. 

The American Impact 

Initially, the impact of America on the world was largely 
idealistic: America was associated with freedom. Later the in-
fluence became more materialistic: America was seen as the land 
of opportunity, crassly defined in terms of dollars. Today similar 
material advantages can be sought elsewhere at lower personal 
risk, and the assassinations of the Kennedys and of Martin 
Luther King, as well as racial and social tensions, not to speak of 
Vietnam, have somewhat tarnished America's identification with 
freedom. Instead, Americas influence is in the first instance sci-
entific and technological, and it is a function of the scientific, 
technological, and educational lead of the United States.* 

Scientific and technological development is a dynamic process. 
It depends in the first instance on the resources committed to it, 
the personnel available for it, the educational base that supports 
it, and—last but not least—the freedom of scientific innovation. 
In all four respects the American position is advantageous; con-
temporary America spends more on science and devotes greater 
resources to research than any other society.! 

* As a sweeping generalization, it can be said that Rome exported law; 
England, parliamentary party democracy; France, culture and republican 
nationalism; the contemporary United States, technological-scientific innova-
tion and mass culture derived from high consumption. 
t According to a 1968 congressional report, "Current spending on research 
and development in the United States amounts to some $24 billion annually 
—about two-thirds financed by the Federal Government—in contrast to a 
mere $6 billion in all of Western Europe/* The Soviet figure has been 
estimated to be in the vicinity of 8 billion rubles, but, American costs being 
higher, one ruble buys approximately $3 of research. In 1962, according to 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the 
United States was spending $93.70 per capita on research and development; 
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In addition, the American people enjoy access to education on 
a scale greater than that of most other advanced societies. (See 
Tables 4 and 5.) At the beginning of the 1960s the United States 
had more than 66 per cent of its 15-19 age group enrolled in edu-
cational institutions; comparable figures for France and West Ger-
many were about 31 per cent and 20 per cent, respectively. The 
combined populations of France, Germany, Italy, and the United 
Kingdom are equal to that of the United States—roughly two 
hundred million. But in the United States 43 per cent of college-
age people are actually enrolled, whereas only 7 to 15 per cent 
are enrolled in the four countries (Italy having the low figure and 
France the high). The Soviet percentage was approximately half 
that of the American. In actual numbers there are close to seven 
million college students in the United States and only about one 
and a half million in the four European countries. At the more 
advanced level of the 20-24 age bracket, the American figure was 
12 per cent while that for West Germany, the top Western Euro-
pean country, was about 5 per cent. For the 5-19 age bracket, 
the American and the Western European levels were roughly 
even (about 80 per cent), and the Soviet Union trailed with 57 
per cent.11 

Britain $33.50; France $23.60; and Germany $20.10. As a percentage of 
gross national product, the United States' expenditure on research and de-
velopment amounted to 3.1; Britain's to 2.2; France's to 1.5; Poland's to 1.6; 
Germany's to 1.3; and the Soviet Union's to 2.2. The number of scientists, 
engineers, and technicians engaged in research and development totaled 
1,159,500 in the United States; 211,100 in Britain; 111,200 in France; 
142,200 in Germany; 53,800 in Belgium and Holland; and somewhere over 
1,000,000 in the Soviet Union (C. Freeman and A. Young, The Research 
and Development Effort in Western Europe, North America and the Soviet 
Union, OECD, 1965, pp. 71-72, 124. Source for Poland: a speech by A. 
Werblan, published by Polish Press Agency, October 15, 1968. The Poles 
expect to reach 2.5 per cent only by 1975. For a higher estimate of Soviet 
scientific manpower, see Scientific Policy in the USSR, a special report by 
the OECD, 1969, especially pp. 642-47). On a global scale, the United 
States accounts for roughly one-third of the world's total supply of scientific 
manpower ("The Scientific Brain Drain from the Developing Countries to 
the United States," Twenty-third Report by the Committee on Government 
Operations, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., March 1968, p. 3; 
hereafter cited as Report . . .). 
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TABLE 4. ACCESS TO HIGHER-LEVEL EDUCATION PER 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
OF TOTAL POPULATION ( 1 9 5 0 , 1 9 6 5 ) 

Absolute Increase 
1950 1965 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 6 5 

United States 1 , 5 0 8 2 , 8 4 0 + i,332 
West Germany 2 5 6 6 3 2 + 3 7 6 
France 334 1 , 0 4 2 + 7 0 8 
Japan 471 1 , 1 4 0 + 6 6 9 
USSR 693 1 , 6 7 4 + 9 8 1 
Poland 473 8 0 0 + 3 2 7 
India 113 ( 1 9 6 3 ) 2 8 4 + 1 7 1 
Indonesia 8 ( 1 9 6 3 ) 9 5 + 8 7 
Brazil 98 1 8 9 + 9 i 
Algeria 52 6 8 + 1 6 

Source: UNESCO Statistical Yearbook, 1967, Table 2.10, pp. 185-99. 

TABLE 5. NUMBER OF GRADUATES FROM HIGHER-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS PER 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 OF TOTAL POPULATION ( 1 9 6 4 ) 

United States (1965) 349 Poland 81 
West Germany 109 India (1962) 45 
France 96 Indonesia — 
Japan 233 Brazil 25 
USSR 177 Algeria — 

Source: UNESCO Statistical Yearbook, 1967, Table 2.14, pp. 259-68. 

As a result, the United States possesses a pyramid of educated 
social talent whose wide base is capable of providing effective 
support to the leading and creative apex. This is true even though 
in many respects American education is often intellectually defi-
cient, especially in comparison with the more rigorous standards 
of Western European and Japanese secondary institutions. None-
theless, the broad base of relatively trained people enables rapid 
adaptation, development, and social application of scientific inno-
vation or discovery.* While no precise estimates are possible, 

* America's scientific lead is particularly strong in the so-called frontier in-
dustries that involve the most advanced fields of science. It has been esti-
mated that approximately 80 per cent of all scientific and technical discover-
ies made during the past few decades originated in the United States. About 
79 per cent of the world's computers operate in the United States. America's 
lead in lasers is even more marked. The International Atomic Energy Agency 
has estimated (in its report Power and Research Reactors in Member States, 
Vienna, 1969) that by 1975 the United States will utilize more nuclear 
power for peaceful uses than the next eleven states combined (including 
Japan, all of Western Europe, Canada, and the Soviet Union). 



I: The Global Impact of the Technetronic Revolution . { 47 

some experts have suggested that a present-day society would 
experience difficulties in rapid modernization if less than 10 per 
cent of its population in the appropriate age bracket had higher 
education and less than 30 per cent had lower education. 

Moreover, both the organizational structure and the intellectual 
atmosphere in the American scientific world favor experimenta-
tion and rapid social adaptation. In a special report on American 
scientific policies, submitted in early 1968, a group of experts 
connected with OECD concluded that Americas scientific and 
technical enterprise is deeply rooted in American tradition and 

To measure innovating performance, OECD analysts checked to see where 
one hundred and thirty-nine selected inventions were first used. Nine in-
dustrial sectors that depend heavily on innovation were surveyed (i.e., com-
puters, semi-conductors, pharmaceuticals, plastics, iron and steel, machine 
tools, non-ferrous metals, scientific instruments, and synthetic fibers). The 
results showed that in the last twenty years the United States has had the 
highest rate of innovation, since approximately 60 per cent of the one hun-
dred and thirty-nine inventions were first put to use in the United States 
(15 per cent in Great Britain, 9 per cent in Germany, 4 per cent in Switzer-
land, 3 per cent in Sweden). The United States collects 50-60 per cent of all 
OECD-area receipts for patents, licenses, etc.; the United States predomi-
nates in trade performance, accounting for about 30 per cent of the world's 
export in research-intensive product groups (J. Richardson and Ford Parks, 
"Why Europe Lags Behind," Science fournal, Vol. 4, August 1968, pp. 81-
86). 

It is striking to note, for example, that while Western Europe still slightly 
exceeds the United States in the number of patents registered annually, 
industrial application of patents is roughly eight times higher in the United 
States. 

American leadership is also marked in pure science. In an unusually 
assertive—but not inaccurate—report, the National Academy of Sciences 
stated in late 1968 that the United States enjoys world leadership in mathe-
matics, citing as evidence that 50 per cent of the prestigious Fields Medals 
awarded since 1945 went to Americans, that American mathematicians play 
the leading role in international mathematics congresses (delivering more 
than 33 per cent of all scientific papers), and that American mathematical 
research is cited most frequently in foreign mathematics journals (The New 
York Times, November 24, 1968). 

American preponderance in Nobel Prizes in Physics, Chemistry, and Medi-
cine has also become more marked. Thus, between the years 1901 and 
1939 the United States and Canada won 13 prizes, while France, Germany, 
Italy, Benelux, and the United Kingdom won a total of 82, Scandinavia won 
8, the USSR won 4, and Japan won none. Between 1940 and 1967 the re-
spective figures were 42, 50, 6, 8, and 2. 
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history.0 Competitiveness and the emphasis on quick exploitation 
have resulted in a quick spin-off of the enormous defense and 
space research efforts into the economy as a whole, in contrast 
to the situation in the Soviet Union, where the economic by-
products of almost as large-scale a research effort have so far 
been negligible. It is noteworthy that "the Russians themselves 
estimate that the productivity of their researchers is only about 
half the Americans' and that innovations take two or three times 
as long to be put into effect." 12 

This climate and the concomitant rewards for creative attain-
ments result in a magnetic pull (the "brain drain") from which 
America clearly benefits. America offers to many trained scientists, 
even from advanced countries, not only greater material rewards 
but a unique opportunity for the maximum fulfillment of their 
talents. In the past Western writers and artists gravitated primar-
ily toward Paris. More recently the Soviet Union and China have 
exercised some ideological attraction, but in neither case did it 
involve the movement of significant percentages of scientific 
elites. Though immigrating scientists initially think of America 
as a platform for creative work, and not as a national society to 
0 "Since the first hours of the Republic, the right of citizens to the 'pursuit 
of happiness,' formulated in the Declaration of Independence, has been one 
of the mainsprings of American society; it is also the foundation of a social 
policy inspired by the prospect of new benefits issued from the scientific 
and technical enterprise. How can one fail to hope that these benefits, which 
have in fact contributed so much to national defense or the race for world 
prestige, will make an essential contribution to the achievement of other 
great national goals? It is this propulsion which has given science, the 
mother of knowledge, the appearance of a veritable national resource. The 
enterprise is indissolubly linked to the goals of American society, which is 
trying to build its future on the progress of science and technology. In this 
capacity, this society as a whole is a consumer of scientific knowledge, which 
is used for diverse ends: in the last century, to increase agricultural pro-
ductivity and to facilitate territorial development, and then to back the na-
tional defense effort, to safeguard public health and to explore space. These 
are activities which have an impact on the destiny of the whole nation, and 
it seems natural that all skills should be mobilized to cooperate. In this way 
industry and the universities and private organizations are associated with 
the Government project" (conclusion of a report prepared by the Secretariat 
of the OECD, January 1968, as quoted by The New York Times, January 

1968, p. 10). 
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which they are transferring political allegiance, in most cases that 
allegiance is later obtained through assimilation. Americas pro-
fessional attraction for the global scientific elite is without historic 
precedent in either scale or scope. * 

Though this attraction is likely to decline for Europeans (par-
ticularly because of America's domestic problems and partially 
because of Europe's own scientific advance), the success of J. J. 
Servan-Schreiber's book, The American Challenge, reflects the 
basic inclination of concerned Europeans to accept the argument 
that the United States comes closest to being the only truly modern 
society in terms of the organization and scale of its economic 
market, business administration, research and development, and 
education. (In contrast, the structure of American government is 
viewed as strikingly antiquated.) European sensitivity in this area 
is conditioned not only by fear of a widening American tech-
nological lead but very much by the increasing presence on the 
European markets of large American firms that exploit their eco-
nomic advantages of scale and superior organization to gradually 
acquire controlling interests in key frontier industries. The pres-
ence of these firms, the emergence under their aegis of something 
akin to a new international corporate elite, the stimulation given 
by their presence to the adoption of American business practices 
and training, the deepening awareness that the so-called technol-

0 In the words of E. Piore, vice president and chief scientist of I.B.M., "The 
United States has become the intellectual center of the world—the center of 
the arts, the sciences, and economics" ("Towards the Year 2000," Daedalus, 
Summer 1967, p. 958). It is symptomatic that in the early 1960s, 44 per cent 
of the Pakistani students studying at institutions of higher education in fifteen 
foreign countries were studying in the United States; 59 per cent of the 
Indians; 32 per cent of the Indonesians; 56 per cent of the Burmese; 90 per 
cent of the Filipinos; 64 per cent of the Thais; and 26 per cent of the Cey-
lonese (Gunnar Myrdal, Asian Drama, New York, 1968, p. 1773). In 1967 
the United States granted 10,690 M.D.s at its own universities, and admitted 
in the same year as permanent immigrants 3457 physicians (Report . . . , 
p. 3). In that same year 10,506 scientific, engineering, and medical personnel 
from the developed countries emigrated to the United States ("The Brain-
Drain of Scientists, Engineers and Physicians from the Developing Coun-
tries to the United States," Hearing before a Subcommittee on Government 
Operations, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., January 23, 1968, 
pp. 2, 96; hereafter cited as Hearing . . .). 
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ogy gap is in reality also a management and education gap13— 
all have contributed both to a positive appraisal of American 
"technostructure" by the European business and scientific elite 
and to the desire to adapt some of America's experience. 

Less tangible but no less pervasive is the American impact on 
mass culture, youth mores, and life styles. The higher the level 
of per-capita income in a country, the more applicable seems the 
term "Americanization." This indicates that the external forms of 
characteristic contemporary American behavior are not so much 
culturally determined as they are an expression of a certain level 
of urban, technical, and economic development. Nonetheless, to 
the extent that these forms were first applied in America and then 
"exported" abroad, they became symbolic of the American impact 
and of the innovation-emulation relationship prevailing between 
America and the rest of the world. 

What makes America unique in our time is that confrontation 
with the new is part of the daily American experience. For better 
or for worse, the rest of the world learns what is in store for it 
by observing what happens in the United States: whether it be the 
latest scientific discoveries in space and medicine or the electric 
toothbrush in the bathroom; pop art or LSD; air conditioning or 
air pollution; old-age problems or juvenile delinquency. The evi-
dence is more elusive in such matters as style, music, values, and 
social mores, but there too the term "Americanization" obviously 
implies a specific source. 

Similarly, foreign students returning from American universities 
have prompted an organizational and intellectual revolution in the 
academic life of their countries. Changes in the academic life of 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan, and more recently France, 
and to an even greater extent in the less developed countries, can 
be traced to the influence of American educational institutions. 
Given developments in modern communications, it is only a mat-
ter of time before students at Columbia University and, say, the 
University of Teheran will be watching the same lecturer simul-
taneously. 

This is all the more likely because American society, more than 
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any other, "communicates" with the entire globe.14 Roughly sixty-
five per cent of all world communications originate in this country. 
Moreover, the United States has been most active in the promo-
tion of a global communications system by means of satellites, 
and it is pioneering the development of a world-wide information 
grid.0 It is expected that such a grid will come into being by 
about 1975.15 For the first time in history the cumulative knowl-
edge of mankind will be made accessible on a global scale—and 
it will be almost instantaneously available in response to demand. 

New Imperialism? 

All of these factors make for a novel relationship between the 
United States and the world. There are imperial overtones to it, 
and yet in its essence the relationship is quite different from the 
traditional imperial structure. To be sure, the fact that in the 
aftermath of World War II a number of nations were directly 
dependent on the United States in matters of security, politics, 
and economics created a system that in many respects, including 
that of scale, superficially resembled the British, Roman, and 
Chinese empires of the past.16 The more than a million American 
troops stationed on some four hundred major and almost three 
thousand minor United States military bases scattered all over the 
globe, the forty-two nations tied to the United States by security 
pacts, the American military missions training the officers and 
troops of many other national armies, and the approximately two 
hundred thousand United States civilian government employees 
in foreign posts all make for striking analogies to the great classi-
cal imperial systems.17 

Nevertheless, the concept of "imperial" shields rather than re-
veals a relationship between America and the world that is both 

* It is estimated (by the Institute for Politics and Planning, Arlington, Vir-
ginia) that the volume of digital communication will shortly exceed human 
conversation across the Adantic; it has already done so in the United States. 
Moreover, within the next decade the value of information export from the 
United States to Europe will exceed the value of material exports. 
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more complex and more intimate. The "imperial" aspect of the 
relationship was, in the first instance, a transitory and rather spon-
taneous response to the vacuum created by World War II and to 
the subsequent felt threat from communism. Moreover, it was 
neither formally structured nor explicitly legitimized. The "em-
pire" was at most an informal system marked by the pretense of 
equality and noninterference. This made it easier for the "im-
perial" attributes to recede once conditions changed. By the late 
1960s, with a few exceptions the earlier direct political-military 
dependence on the United States had declined (often in spite of 
political efforts by the United States to maintain it). Its place had 
been filled by the more pervasive but less tangible influence of 
American economic presence and innovation as they originated 
directly from the United States or were stimulated abroad by 
American foreign investment (the latter annually yielding a prod-
uct considerably in excess of the gross national product of most 
major countries).18 In effect, ". . . American influence has a por-
ous and almost invisible quality. It works through the interpene-
tration of economic institutions, the sympathetic harmony of 
political leaders and parties, the shared concepts of sophisticated 
intellectuals, the mating of bureaucratic interests. It is, in other 
words, something new in the world, and not yet well under-
stood." 19 

It is the novelty of America's relationship with the world— 
complex, intimate, and porous—that the more orthodox, espe-
cially Marxist, analyses of imperialism fail to encompass. To see 
that relationship merely as the expression of an imperial drive 
is to ignore the part played in it by the crucial dimension of the 
technological-scientific revolution. That revolution not only cap-
tivates the imagination of mankind (who can fail to be moved by 
the spectacle of man reaching the moon?) but inescapably com-
pels imitation of the more advanced by the less advanced and 
stimulates the export of new techniques, methods, and organiza-
tional skills from the former to the latter. There is no doubt that 
this results in an asymmetrical relationship, but the content of 
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that asymmetry must be examined before it is called imperialism. 
Like every society, America no doubt prefers to be more rather 
than less advanced; yet it is also striking that no other country 
has made so great an effort, governmentally and privately, through 
business and especially through foundations, to export its know-
how, to make public its space findings, to promote new agricul-
tural techniques, to improve educational facilities, to control 
population growth, to improve health care, and so on. All of this 
has imperial overtones, and yet it is misleading to label it as such.20 

Indeed, unable to understand fully what is happening in their 
own society, Americans find it difficult to comprehend the global 
impact that that society has had in its unique role as disseminator 
of the technetronic revolution. This impact is contradictory: it 
both promotes and undermines American interests as defined by 
American policymakers; it helps to advance the cause of coopera-
tion on a larger scale even as it disrupts existing social or economic 
fabrics; it both lays the groundwork for well-being and stability 
and enhances the forces working for instability and revolution. 
Unlike traditional imperialistic powers, which relied heavily on 
the principle of divide et impera (practiced with striking similar-
ity by the British in India and more recently by the Russians in 
Eastern Europe), America has striven to promote regionalism 
both in Europe and in Latin America. Yet in so doing, it is helping 
to create larger entities that are more capable of resisting its in-
fluence and of competing with it economically. Implicitly and 
often explicitly modeled on the American pattern, modernization 
makes for potentially greater economic well-being, but in the 
process it disrupts existing institutions, undermines prevailing 
mores, and stimulates resentment that focuses directly on the 
source of change—America. The result is an acute tension be-
tween the kind of global stability and order that America sub-
jectively seeks and the instability, impatience, and frustration 
that America unconsciously promotes. 

The United States has emerged as the first global society in 
history. It is a society increasingly difficult to delineate in terms 
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of its outer cultural and economic boundaries. Moreover, it is 
unlikely that in the foreseeable future America will cease to 
exercise the innovative stimulus that is characteristic of its current 
relationship with the world. By the end of this century (extrap-
olating from current trends) only some thirteen countries are 
likely to reach the 1965 level of the per-capita gross national 
product of the United States.-1 Unless there is major scientific 
and economic stagnation or a political crisis (see Part IV), at the 
end of the century America will still be a significant force for 
global change, whether or not the dominant subjective mood is 
pro- or anti-American. 

M » 
3. Global Ghettos 

The Third World is a victim of the technetronic revolution. 
Whether the less developed countries grow rapidly or slowly, or 
not at all, almost inevitably many of them will continue to be 
dominated by intensifying feelings of psychological deprivation. 
In a world electronically intermeshed, absolute or relative under-
development will be intolerable, especially as the more advanced 
countries begin to move beyond that industrial era into which the 
less developed countries have as yet to enter. It is thus no longer a 
matter of the "revolution of rising expectations." The Third World 
today confronts the specter of insatiable aspirations. 

At one time in history seemingly insoluble problems prompted 
fatalism because they were thought to be part of a universal con-
dition. Today similar problems stimulate frustration because they 
are seen as a particular phenomenon by which others, more for-
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tunate, are not afflicted. The plight of the urban ghettos in the 
United States provides an appropriate analogy to the global posi-
tion of the less developed countries, particularly in Africa and 
Asia. Their problem is not that of the absence of change.0 In some 
cases it is not even that of insufficiently rapid change, because in 
recent years several underdeveloped countries have attained im-
pressive and sustained rates of growth (South Korea, Taiwan, and 
Ghana, for example). Rather, their problem arises from an in-
tensifying feeling of relative deprivation of which they are made 
more acutely aware by the spread of education and communica-
tions. As a result, passive resignation may give way to active ex-
plosions of undirected anger. 

Prospects for Change 

It is extremely difficult to predict the economic and political 
development of the underdeveloped countries. Some of them, es-
pecially in Latin America, may make respectable progress and 
may, within the next two decades, reach the economic levels of 
the currently more advanced states. Islands of development may 
increasingly dot the maps of Asia and Africa, assuming that there 
is relative peace and political stability in the region as a whole. 
But the over-all prognosis is not hopeful. Medium projections for 
several of the more important underdeveloped countries point to a 
per-capita annual gross national product in 1985 of $107 for Ni-
geria, $134 for Pakistan, $112 for Indonesia, $169 for India, $185 
for China, $295 for the United Arab Republic, and $372 for Brazil. 
0 "The growth rate of these countries during the Development Decade has 
not reached the annual figure of 5 per cent which was set as the minimum 
target. Actually the average rate for fifty-four countries, representing 87 per 
cent of the population of the developing world as a whole, was only 4.5 per 
cent per annum from i960 to 1965. . . . Among the fifty-four countries 
mentioned, there is a group of eighteen with an average growth rate of 7.3 
per cent per annum, while the rate for fifteen countries was scarcely 2.7 per 
cent per annum. . . . Between these two extremes there were twenty-one 
countries whose average growth rate was 4.9 per cent" ("Towards a Global 
Strategy of Development,' a report by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, New York, 1968, p. 5). 
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(By way of contrast, the prospective per-capita figure for 1985 
for the United States is $6510, for Japan $3080, for the USSR 
$2660, and for Israel $2978.)22 What is even more striking is that 
while the per-capita GNP in the above advanced countries is 
likely to double during the years 1965-1985, for a single Nigerian 
the per-capita GNP will have increased by only $14, for a Pakis-
tani by $43, for an Indonesian by $12, for an Indian by $70, for 
a Chinese by $88, for an Egyptian by $129, and for a Brazilian 
by $92 during the same two decades of development. 

The threat of overpopulation to economic growth—indeed to 
existence itself—has been widely discussed in recent years. That 
threat, it should be added, involves a crucial social-political di-
mension. Overpopulation contributes to the breakup of land-
holdings and thereby further stratifies and complicates the rural 
class structure, widening disparities and intensifying class con-
flicts. Staggering problems of unemployment are also highly prob-
able. According to the International Labor Organization, by 1980 
the labor force of Asia's developing nations will have increased 
from 663 million to 938 million. During this same period the num-
ber of new jobs in these countries will increase by only 142 million, 
according to projections of current growth rates.23 

Even if it is assumed that the problem of overpopulation will 
be met by greater acceptance of birth control, the economic pic-
ture in terms of the per-capita GNP for underdeveloped countries 
becomes only marginally brighter when it is compared with the 
figures projected for the more advanced societies. For example, 
in the unlikely event that by 1985 Indonesia's population will not 
have increased since 1965, its per-capita GNP will be approxi-
mately $200 instead of the projected $112; under similar circum-
stances, for Pakistan it will be $250 instead of the projected $134, 
and for the United Arab Republic almost $500 instead of $295. 
Since some population growth is unavoidable, the above figures 
actually represent unattainable levels, even though they are in 
themselves singularly unimpressive when compared with the fig-
ures for the more advanced portions of the world. 
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To point to these figures is not to exclude the probability that 
progress will be made in some fields. It is probably true that "the 
picture of the world in 1985, despite the large pockets of poverty 
that will still exist, is far from grim. Indeed, by 1985 mass starva-
tion, mass homelessness, and the rampant spread of diseases that 
have historically decimated entire populations will be generally 
eliminated. Although the underdeveloped countries will still be 
comparatively poor, they will have greater and more immediate 
access to worldwide transportation and communications systems 
and to the provision of drugs, medical care, food, shelter and 
clothing through international assistance in the event of disaster. 
The surplus commodity production of the United States will be 
an important element in the feeding of underprivileged nations."24 

One may assume that the appearance of greater international 
planning in terms of international commodity agreements, trans-
port arrangements, health regulations, finance, and education will 
make for more orderly and deliberate approaches to the problems 
posed by backwardness, slow growth, and the widening disparity 
in standards of living. The increasing communications intimacy 
will permit instant responses to sudden emergencies and allow for 
continuous long-distance visual consultations by specialists. In 
the event of need, aid could be mobilized and ferried across the 
globe in no more time than is now needed to respond to an in-
ternal national calamity—or even an urban one. 

The agricultural revolution in Asia is already challenging the 
recently fashionable predictions of mass hunger and starvation. 
Mass educational campaigns and the introduction of new cereals 
and fertilizers have prompted an impressive upsurge in produc-
tivity. Within the next few years Pakistan, the Philippines, and 
Turkey may become grain-exporting states; Thailand and Burma 
already have. The cumulative effect of such successes may well 
be to "bolster the confidence of national leaders in their ability 
to handle other seemingly insoluble problems. It may also 
strengthen the faith in modern technology and its potential for 
improving the well-being of their people." 25 
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Yet even allowing for these more hopeful developments, the 
fact remains that though the material conditions of life in the 
Third World are in some respects improving, these improvements 
cannot keep pace with the factors that make for psychic change. 
The basic revolutionary change is being brought about by educa-
tion and communications. That change, necessary and desirable 
to stimulate an attitude receptive to innovation (for example, the 
acceptance by peasants of fertilizers), also prompts an intense 
awareness of inadequacy and backwardness. 

In this regard, a comparison of the contemporary socio-eco-
nomic transformation of the Third World with that of Russia at 
about the turn of the century is revealing. In Russia the industrial 
revolution outpaced mass education; literacy followed—rather 
than preceded—material change.0 The revolutionary movements, 
particularly the Marxist one, strove to close the gap by politically 
educating—hence radicalizing—the masses. Today in the Third 
World a subjective revolution is preceding change in the objective 
environment and creating a state of unrest, uneasiness, anger, 
anguish, and outrage. Indeed, it has been observed that "the faster 

* Between 1887 and 1904, Russian coal-mining output rose by 400 per cent 
(from 5 million to 21.5 million tons) and iron smelting by 500 per cent; be-
tween 1861 and 1870, 5833 miles of railway were constructed, and between 
1891 and 1900, 13,920 miles. "Coal production in Russia rose 40 percent in 
the period 1909-1913, as against a growth rate of 24 percent in the United 
States, 28 percent in Germany, 7 percent in Britain, and 9 percent in France 
in the same period. In the case of pig iron, Russian output rose by 61 per-
cent in the period 1909-1913, while the rate of increase in the United States 
was 20 percent, in Germany 33 percent, in Britain 8 percent, and in France 
46 percent. Although the economic backwardness of Russia had not dis-
appeared on the eve of the war, it was clearly disappearing. The standard of 
living was not high, but it was rising. In the twenty years preceding the war 
the population of Russia increased by about 40 percent, while the domestic 
consumption of goods more than doubled" (S. Pushkarev, The Emergence of 
Modern Russia 1801-1917, New York, 1963, p. 280). Yet on the eve of World 
War I there were only 117,000 students in higher education in a country of 
some 160 million people, and 56 per cent of the people were illiterate (Push-
karev, pp. 286, 292). Of the children in the 8-11 age bracket, 49 per cent 
were not receiving any education, while the percentage of literates among 
military inductees rose between 1874 and 1913 at a rate of only slightly more 
than one per cent per annum (A. G. Rashin, Formirovanie Rabochego Klassa 
Rossii, Moscow, 1958, p. 582). 
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the enlightenment of the population, the more frequent the over-
throw of the government/' * 

This gap between awakening mass consciousness and material 
reality appears to be widening. In the years 1958-1965 the income 
per capita of an Indian rose from $64 to $86 \ and that of an 
Indonesian from $81 to $85; the income of an Algerian declined 
from $236 to $195-26 The percentage of the economically active 
population in fields other than agriculture grew substantially only 
in Algeria (from 10 per cent to 18 per cent). Housing, physicians 
per thousand inhabitants, and personal consumption did not show 
significant advances for the major backward areas. In some they 
even showed a decrease.27 (See Table 6.) 

The Subjective Transformation 

Although objective conditions changed slowly, the subjective 
environment altered rapidly. Spectacular advances came primarily 
in two fields: communications and education. The number of 
radios in India quadrupled between 1958 and 1966 (from 1.5 
million to 6.4 million); elsewhere in the Third World the figures 
have doubled or tripled. The television age is only beginning in 
these regions, but both transistor radios and television will no 
doubt become generally available there in the next two decades. \ 
0 "For 66 nations, for example, the correlation between the proportion of 
children in primary schools and the frequency of revolution was -.84. In 
contrast, for 70 nations the correlation between the rate of change in pri-
mary enrollment and political instability was .61'* (Samuel P. Huntington, 
Political Order in Changing Societies, New Haven and London, 1968, p. 47). 
t It should be noted that these are average figures. "A survey for 1965-66 
indicated that half of India's population was living on R14.6 or less per 
month (about lotf in U.S. currency per day). . . . In short the very low 
average income does not begin to plumb the depths of misery in India" 
(Myrdal, p. 565). 
} The Chairman of the Indian Atomic Energy Commission estimated that 
community television for all the five hundred and sixty thousand villages in 
India could be transmitted by satellite in five years at a cost of only $200 
million (The New York Times, August 15, 1968). In September 1969 the 
United States concluded an agreement with India for the creation by 1972 
of a satellite that will provide television programs on agriculture and birth 
control for approximately five thousand villages in four Hindi-speaking states 
(see also our earlier discussion of the American impact). 
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Access to higher education has also grown rapidly: in India be-
tween 1958 and 1963 the increase was roughly 50 per cent (from 
900,000 to 1.3 million students), and by 1968 there were about 1.9 
million students in 2749 colleges and 80 universities; in Indonesia 
the increase was 30 per cent (from 50,000 to 65,000) between 
1958 and 1964; and in the United Arab Republic it was more than 
50 per cent (83,000 to 145,000) during the same half decade. 
Enrollment in India's primary schools jumped from 18.5 million 
in 1951 to 51.5 million in 1966, according to UNESCO statistics. 
(See Table 7.) 

Increased access to education gives rise to its own specific prob-
lems. On the one hand, access to advanced training, particularly 
of a technical nature, is too limited to sustain extensive and in-
tensive modernization.0 The Third World is still woefully back-
ward in intermediate technical education. On the other hand, the 
capacity of many of the less developed countries to absorb trained 
personnel is inadequate; the result is a class of dissatisfied college 
graduates, composed especially of those from the legal and liberal-
arts faculties, who are unable to obtain gainful employment 
compatible with their expanded expectations. Although this prob-
lem is already acute in several countries,28 it could be made worse 
by the introduction of automation into the overmanned factories 
and bureaucracies of the less developed countries, f 

The problem is aggravated by the frequently low level of what 
is officially described as higher education. According to one ad-

* See the tables on page 27, as well as the more extensive comparisons be-
tween the Third World and the United States and Western Europe (both 
current figures and projections for the year 2000) contained in Higher Edu-
cation, Committee on Higher Education, London, 1963, especially Appen-
dixes I and V. 
t "As the scientific processing of information will be under way in the urban 
centers of Asia, Africa and Latin America by 1985, large numbers of clerks, 
runners, sorters, and filers that today account for the weight of public and 
private bureaucracy in India, Nigeria or Brazil will begin to be threatened 
with displacement and the insecurities of unemployment" (The United States 
and the World in the 1985 Era, p. 91). It is estimated that by 1970 roughly 
one-half of Ceylon's expected one million unemployed will have certificates 
of higher education ("The International Report," The Economist, June 15, 
1968, p . 4 7 ) . 
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TABLE 6 

PER CENT 
OF POPULATION EMPLOYED 

PER-CAPITA G N P IN U . S . DOLLARS OUTSIDE AGRICULTURE 
I n c r e a s e I n c r e a s e 

1958 1966 ( i n p e r c e n t a g e s ) 1950 i 9 6 0 ( i n p e r c e n t a g e s ) 

U n i t e d S t a t e s 2 , 6 0 2 3,842 4 8 9 0 . 4 93-5 3 1 
W e s t G e r m a n y 1 , 0 7 7 2 , 0 0 4 8 6 742 8 6 . 6 1 2 . 4 

( 1 9 6 1 ) 
F r a n c e 1,SOI 2 , 0 5 2 58 72.5 8 0 . 2 7.7 

(1954) ( 1 9 6 2 ) 
I t a l y 598 1 , 1 8 2 98 6 0 . 5 7 1 . 8 1 1 . 3 

( 1 9 5 1 ) ( 1 9 6 2 ) 
S o v i e t U n i o n 1 , 1 0 0 1,500 36 5 2 . 0 6 0 . 8 8 . 8 

( > 9 6 5 ) (1959) 
P o l a n d 8 0 0 1 , 1 0 0 38 4 2 . 8 4 6 . 6 3-8 

( 1 9 6 5 ) 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a — — — 6 1 . 4 8 0 . 5 1 9 1 

( 1 9 6 5 ) 
J a p a n 344 9 8 6 187 — 7 4 0 — 

I n d i a 72 1 0 5 4 6 2 7 . 0 2 7 1 0.1 
( 1 9 5 1 ) ( 1 9 6 1 ) 

I n d o n e s i a 8 4 95 13 — 3 2 0 — 

(1963) ( 1 9 6 1 ) 
U n i t e d A r a b 

R e p u b l i c 1 2 0 179 49 37-3 43-3 0 . 6 

(1965) (1947) 
B r a z i l 3 1 0 333 7 5I.9 4 8 . 4 - 3 - 5 

PER CENT OF POPULATION IN LOCALITIES AVERAGE : NUMBER OF PERSONS 

OVER 2 0 , 0 0 0 INHABITANTS PER ROOM 
I n c r e a s e I n c r e a s e 

1950 i 9 6 0 ( in p e r c e n t a g e s ) 1950 i 9 6 0 ( i n p e r c e n t a g e s ) 

U n i t e d S t a t e s 4 1 . 4 4 6 . 9 5-5 0 . 7 0 . 7 0 . 0 
W e s t G e r m a n y 4I.5 47-6 6.I — 0 . 9 — 

F r a n c e 33-3 1 . 0 1 . 0 0 . 0 

(I954) (1954) ( 1 9 6 2 ) 
I t a l y 4 1 . 2 — — 1.3 1.1 — 0 . 2 

(1951) ( 1 9 5 O ( 1 9 6 1 ) 
S o v i e t U n i o n — 35-5 — — — 

(1959) (1956) 
P o l a n d 85-5 31-9 6 . 4 — 1-7 — 

( 1 9 6 1 ) 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 21.0 25-3 4-3 1.5 1-3 — 0 . 2 

(1947) ( 1 9 6 1 ) ( 1 9 6 1 ) 
J a p a n — 7 2 . 0 — — 1.2 — 

( 1 9 6 3 ) 
I n d i a 1 2 . 0 — — — 2 . 6 — 

(1951) 
I n d o n e s i a 9 1 — — — — — 

(1955) 
U n i t e d A r a b 

R e p u b l i c 29.1 29.1 0 . 0 — 1 . 6 — 

(1947) 0955) 
B r a z i l 2 0 . 1 2 8 . 1 8 . 0 1 3 1-3 0 . 0 
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TABLE 7 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING NUMBER OF RADIOS 

I n c r e a s e I n c r e a s e 
( i n p e r - ( i n p e r -

1 9 5 8 1 9 6 5 c e n t a g e s ) 1 9 5 8 1 9 6 6 c e n t a g e s ) 

U n i t e d S t a t e s 3 , 0 4 2 , 2 0 0 5 , 5 2 6 , 3 2 5 8 1 . 6 1 6 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 2 6 2 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 6 3 
W e s t G e r m a n y 1 7 3 . 3 2 0 3 7 2 , 9 2 9 » i 5 1 5 , 2 6 3 , 0 0 0 2 7 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 7 9 
F r a n c e 1 8 6 , 1 0 1 5 0 9 , 7 6 4 1 7 4 1 0 , 6 4 6 , 0 0 0 1 5 , 8 6 1 , 0 0 0 4 9 
I t a l y 2 1 6 , 2 4 8 3 0 0 , 9 4 0 3 9 6 , 1 1 2 , 0 0 0 1 1 , 1 6 3 , 0 0 0 8 3 
S o v i e t U n i o n 2 , 1 7 8 , 9 0 0 3 , 8 6 0 , 5 0 0 7 7 3 6 , 6 6 7 , 0 0 0 7 6 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 1 0 9 

P o l a n d 1 1 1 , 8 2 0 2 5 1 , 8 6 4 1 2 5 4 , 4 6 5 , 0 0 0 5 . 5 9 3 , 0 0 0 2 5 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 4 8 , 8 0 5 1 4 1 , 6 8 7 1 9 0 3 , 3 1 7 , 0 0 0 3 , 8 2 9 , 0 0 0 15 
J a p a n 5 6 6 , 5 5 1 1 , 1 1 6 , 4 3 0 9 7 1 4 , 6 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 4 , 7 8 7 , 0 0 0 7 0 
I n d i a 9 1 3 , 3 8 0 1 , 3 1 0 , 0 0 0 

( 1 9 6 3 ) 
4 3 1 , 5 6 0 , 0 0 0 6 , 4 8 5 , 0 0 0 3 1 6 

I n d o n e s i a 4 9 . 5 5 7 6 5 , 6 3 5 

( 1 9 6 4 ) 

3 2 6 3 1 , 0 0 0 1 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 9 8 

U n i t e d A r a b 
R e p u b l i c 8 3 . 2 5 1 1 7 7 , 1 2 3 1 1 3 7 9 2 , 0 0 0 1 , 6 1 3 , 0 0 0 

( 1 9 6 5 ) 

1 0 4 

B r a z i l 8 6 , 8 6 8 1 5 5 . 7 8 I 7 9 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 7 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

( 1 9 6 4 ) 

8 8 

NUMBER OF TELEVISION RECEIVERS NUMBER OF TELEPHONES 

I n c r e a s e I n c r e a s e 
( i n p e r - ( i n p e r -

1 9 5 8 1 9 6 6 c e n t a g e s ) 1 9 5 8 1 9 6 6 c e n t a g e s ) 

U n i t e d S t a t e s 5 0 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 7 4 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 4 7 6 6 , 6 3 0 , 0 0 0 9 8 , 7 8 9 , 0 0 0 4 8 
W e s t G e r m a n y 2 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 1 2 , 7 2 0 , 0 0 0 4 9 9 5 , 0 9 0 , 1 0 2 9 , 5 3 2 . 4 1 7 8 7 
F r a n c e 9 8 9 , 0 0 0 7 , 4 7 1 , 0 0 0 6 5 5 3 , 7 0 3 , 5 7 8 6 , 5 5 4 , 4 4 1 7 7 
I t a l y 1 , 0 9 8 , 0 0 0 6 , 8 5 5 , 0 0 0 5 2 4 2 , 9 8 8 , 4 6 5 6 , 4 6 7 , 5 9 7 1 1 6 
S o v i e t U n i o n 1 , 7 6 7 , 0 0 0 1 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 9 7 5 2 , 3 7 0 , 0 0 0 4 , 4 5 9 . o o o 8 8 

( 1 9 6 5 ) 
P o l a n d 8 5 , 0 0 0 2 , 5 4 0 , 0 0 0 2 8 8 8 4 4 6 , 2 3 6 1 , 4 1 1 , 4 8 1 2 1 6 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 3 2 8 , 0 0 0 2 , 3 7 5 , 0 0 0 6 2 4 7 8 9 , 6 7 9 1 , 5 8 2 , 8 5 2 1 0 0 
J a p a n 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 1 9 , 0 0 2 , 0 0 0 1 0 8 8 4 . 3 3 4 , 6 0 2 1 6 , 0 1 1 , 7 4 5 2 6 9 

I n d i a 4 0 0 4 , 0 0 0 9 0 0 3 6 7 , 0 0 0 9 2 6 , 6 1 7 1 5 3 
( 1 9 6 2 ) 

I n d o n e s i a — 4 , 6 0 0 — 9 0 , 9 6 8 1 1 6 , 3 3 2 2 8 

U n i t e d A r a b 
R e p u b l i c 1 2 8 , 0 0 0 3 7 5 , 0 0 0 1 9 3 1 8 5 , 4 5 2 3 3 5 , 0 0 0 8 1 

( 1 9 6 2 ) 
B r a z i l 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 2 5 7 9 2 8 , 1 1 7 1 . 4 3 1 , 6 5 3 5 4 

Sources for Tables 6 and 7: UN Statistical Yearbooks, 1960-1967; UNESCO Yearbook, 1967. 
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m i t t e d l y i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c b u t p e r c e p t i v e a c c o u n t , " A t a g e n e r o u s 

e s t i m a t e , p e r h a p s 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e m a s s o f I n d i a n s t u d e n t s i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a r e r e c e i v i n g d e c e n t t r a i n i n g b y 

r e c o g n i z a b l e w o r l d s t a n d a r d s . . . . I n m o s t p l a c e s a c a d e m i c 

s t a n d a r d s h a v e f a l l e n s o l o w t h a t t h e y c a n h a r d l y b e s a i d t o h a v e 

s u r v i v e d . " 2 9 T h i s c o n d i t i o n i s b y n o m e a n s l i m i t e d t o I n d i a . 

" T e a c h i n g i n S o u t h A s i a n s c h o o l s a t a l l l e v e l s t e n d s t o d i s c o u r a g e 

i n d e p e n d e n t t h i n k i n g a n d t h e g r o w t h o f t h a t i n q u i s i t i v e a n d 

e x p e r i m e n t a l b e n t o f m i n d t h a t i s s o e s s e n t i a l f o r d e v e l o p m e n t . 

. . . T h e S o u t h A s i a n p e o p l e s a r e n o t m e r e l y b e i n g i n s u f f i c i e n t l y 

e d u c a t e d ; t h e y a r e b e i n g m i s e d u c a t e d o n a h u g e s c a l e . " 3 0 S i m i -

l a r l y i n L a t i n A m e r i c a : " B y n o w i t i s f u l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t e d u c a -

t i o n i n L a t i n A m e r i c a h a s f u n d a m e n t a l s h o r t c o m i n g s , t h a t t h e r e 

i s a h i g h i l l i t e r a c y r a t e , a n d t h a t t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m b e a r s n o 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , q u i t e a p a r t 

f r o m t h e s e r i o u s d e f i c i e n c i e s t h a t e x i s t i n o t h e r b a s i c c u l t u r a l 

r e s p e c t s . " 3 1 " E d u c a t i o n " o f t h i s s o r t c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e e m e r g e n c e 

o f a n i n a d e q u a t e l y t r a i n e d c l a s s o f y o u n g e r p e o p l e w h o s e f r u s t r a -

t i o n s , i n c r e a s i n g r a d i c a l i s m , a n d s u s c e p t i b i l i t y t o U t o p i a n a p p e a l s 

h a v e m a n y p a r a l l e l s i n t h o s e o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i n t e l l i -

g e n t s i a o f t h e m o r e b a c k w a r d r e g i o n s o f E u r o p e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

R u s s i a a n d t h e B a l k a n s . 

T o o b t a i n q u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n , a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e s t u d e n t s 

— e i t h e r b e c a u s e t h e y a r e u n u s u a l l y g i f t e d a n d c a n o b t a i n s c h o l -

a r s h i p s , o r b e c a u s e t h e y c o m e f r o m w e a l t h y f a m i l i e s — g o a b r o a d . 

A s a r e s u l t , t h e y a r e t e m p t e d t o a d a p t t o f o r e i g n s t y l e s a n d m o d e s 

o f l i f e , a n d e v e n t o r e m a i n a b r o a d ; i n e f f e c t , t h e y o p t o u t o f t h e i r 

o w n s o c i e t y e i t h e r b y e m i g r a t i n g i n t e r n a l l y o n t h e i r r e t u r n , o r 

s i m p l y b y n e v e r r e t u r n i n g . I n 1 9 6 7 , f o r e x a m p l e , 2 6 p e r c e n t o f 

t h e C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s s t u d y i n g s c i e n c e s a n d e n g i n e e r i n g i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s c h o s e n o t t o r e t u r n t o T a i w a n ; f o r I n d i a t h e p e r -

c e n t a g e w a s 2 1 , a n d f o r K o r e a a n d P a k i s t a n i t w a s 1 5 a n d 1 3 , 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 3 2 I t i s a s t a g g e r i n g f a c t t h a t t h e u n d e r d e v e l o p e d 

c o u n t r i e s s u p p l i e d a l m o s t e x a c t l y o n e - h a l f o f t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f 

e n g i n e e r s , s c i e n t i s t s , a n d m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l w h o e m i g r a t e d t o t h e 
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U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e y e a r e n d i n g J u n e 1 9 6 7 : 1 0 , 2 5 4 o u t 2 0 , 7 6 0 3 3 

I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t t h i s p r o p o r t i o n w i l l a c t u a l l y r i s e i n t h e y e a r s 

t o c o m e . 3 4 A t t h e s a m e t i m e , m a n y o f t h o s e w h o d o r e t u r n t o t h e i r 

n a t i v e l a n d s d o s o a f t e r h a v i n g b e c o m e " i m m e r s e d i n v a l u e s a n d 

a n e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m w h i c h p r e p a r e s i n d i v i d u a l s t o fit i n a n 

a d v a n c e d c o u n t r y a n d m a y u n f i t t h e m f o r d e v e l o p i n g a n a p p r o -

p r i a t e p e r s o n a l i t y f o r a n a c t i v e l i f e i n t h e i r o w n c o m m u n i t y 3 5 

T h e c u m u l a t i v e e f f e c t o f t h e s e f a c t o r s m a k e s f o r a h i g h l y t u r -

b u l e n t a n d e x t r e m e l y a m o r p h o u s p o l i t i c a l p a t t e r n . W i t h o u t a l l o w -

i n g f o r s p e c i f i c d i f f e r e n c e s a m o n g T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s , i t c a n 

b e s a i d i n g e n e r a l t e r m s t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l p y r a m i d i n t h e l e s s d e -

v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s h a s a t i t s b a s e t h e p e a s a n t m a s s e s , s t i l l p r i m a r i l y 

e n g a g e d i n m a n u a l l a b o r a n d l a r g e l y i l l i t e r a t e * b u t n o l o n g e r 

p a r o c h i a l l y r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e i r i m m e d i a t e e n v i r o n m e n t , s i n c e t r a n -

s i s t o r r a d i o s e s t a b l i s h i n t i m a t e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y 

a n d h e l p d e v e l o p a w a r e n e s s o f t h e i r m a t e r i a l o r n a t i o n a l d e p r i v a -

t i o n ; f n e x t i n o r d e r i s a r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n , ! 

0 As of i960, approximately 70 per cent of the males over 15 and 90 per 
cent of the females over 15 in Pakistan were illiterate; in India the percent-
ages were 60 per cent and 85 per cent, respectively; in Indonesia 40 per cent 
and 70 per cent; and in Burma 20 per cent and 60 per cent. In Latin Amer-
ica in i960, 35.6 per cent of the males and 42.6 per cent of the females in 
Brazil were illiterate; in Argentina 7.5 per cent and 9.7 per cent; in Chile 
15.1 per cent and 17.6 per cent; in Peru 25.6 per cent and 52.4 per cent; 
and in Venezuela 30.2 per cent and 38.3 per cent (Myrdal, pp. 540, 1672; 
UN Statistical Yearbook, 1965). 
t It is therefore too late to suggest that since participation is running ahead 
of the effective institutionalization of political processes, it might be desirable 
—in order to prevent chaos—to either limit or delay programs that stimulate 
higher levels of participation—for instance, by slowing down drives against 
illiteracy so that literacy does not outpace economic and political develop-
ment. Even if the latter were practicable, the dissemination of transistor 
radios (and soon television) is beginning to have the same politically activiz-
ing effect that literacy had on the urban proletariat of the late nineteenth 
century. Thus, Frantz Fanon quite correctly observed in his Studies in a 
Dying Colonialism (New York, 1965) that "since 1956 the purchase of a 
radio in Algeria has meant, not the adoption of a modern technique for get-
ting news, but the obtaining of access to the only means of entering into 
communication with the Revolution, of living with it" (p. 83). 
t Cities with populations of over a hundred thousand have been increasing 
in Asia at a rate three times that of the general population growth of the 
countries concerned (Myrdal, p. 469). 
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c o m p o s e d t o a l a r g e e x t e n t o f first-generation p o s t - p e a s a n t c i t y 

d w e l l e r s s e a r c h i n g f o r n e w s o u r c e s o f a u t h o r i t y ; 3 6 t h e n c o m e s a 

p s e u d o - i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , w h i c h a c c o u n t s f o r r o u g h l y t w o t o t h r e e 

p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a n d i s c o m p o s e d o f r e l a t i v e l y y o u n g 

p e o p l e w h o d u r i n g t h e l a s t d e c a d e h a v e a c q u i r e d s o m e f o r m a l 

a d v a n c e d e d u c a t i o n — o f t e n o f v e r y p o o r p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i t y — a n d 

w h o , b e c a u s e t h e y l i v e b a d l y a n d f e e l t h a t s o c i e t y d o e s n o t o f f e r 

t h e m t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o w h i c h t h e y a r e e n t i t l e d , a r e h i g h l y s u s -

c e p t i b l e t o m i l i t a n t x e n o p h o b i c c a u s e s ; a t t h e t o p o f t h e p y r a m i d 

i s a r e l a t i v e l y w e l l - e d u c a t e d b u t n a r r o w - g a u g e d e l i t e c l a s s , s t r u g -

g l i n g t o a c h i e v e b o t h s t a b i l i t y a n d p r o g r e s s ( I r a n ) , o r s o m e t i m e s 

t o d e l a y o r p r e v e n t r e f o r m s ( s o m e L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s ) , 

b e c a u s e , a s a B r a z i l i a n s c h o l a r p u t i t , t h e y " w a n t i t t h a t w a y . I n 

o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r p r i v i l e g e s , t h e y a r e d e p e n d e n t o n t h e 

p e r p e t u a t i o n o f t h e s t a t u s q u o . " 3 7 T h e s e p r i v i l e g e s a r e e i t h e r t h o s e 

o f p r o p e r t y o r , m o r e f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e c a s e o f t h e n e w n a t i o n s , o f 

b u r e a u c r a t i c p o s i t i o n . 

T h e g h e t t o s o f t h e g l o b a l c i t y h a v e , a c c o r d i n g l y , s o m e p a r a l l e l s 

t o t h e r a c i a l s l u m s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n A m e r i c a n c i t i e s t h e 

p r o b l e m i s n o t t h e a b s e n c e o f d e v e l o p m e n t o r c h a n g e ; i t s t e m s 

f r o m t h e p e r c e p t i o n b y t h e p o o r t h a t e v e n r a p i d c h a n g e w i l l n o t 

c h a n g e m u c h f o r m a n y i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e , a n d f r o m t h e i r g r o w i n g 

r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t t h o s e w h o a r e r i c h e r a r e t h e m s e l v e s b e c o m i n g 

m o r a l l y u n e a s y o v e r t h e m a t e r i a l g a p . T h i s c o m b i n a t i o n o f f a c t o r s 

c r e a t e s a s e n s e o f a c u t e d e p r i v a t i o n t h a t r e s u l t s i n i n t e n s i f i e d p o -

l i t i c a l h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . 3 8 T h e m o b i l i z a t i o n o f 

t h a t h o s t i l i t y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s m a d e p o s s i b l e b y t h e i n -

c r e a s e i n t h e n u m b e r o f b l a c k A m e r i c a n s r e c e i v i n g h i g h e r e d u c a -

t i o n a n d t h e r e f o r e c a p a b l e o f p r o v i d i n g o n a s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

s c a l e t h e e n e r g i z i n g l e a d e r s h i p f o r t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f h i t h e r t o s u p -

p r e s s e d g r i e v a n c e s . A n o t h e r f a c t o r w a s t h e r a p i d g r o w t h i n t h e 

n u m b e r o f b l a c k A m e r i c a n s l i v i n g i n c i t i e s 0 a n d t h e r e f o r e r e -

0 The proportion of all Negroes living in the North and West almost quad-
rupled from 1910 to i960, when 73 per cent of all Negroes resided in urban 
areas and thus represented a more urbanized population than the whites, 
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l e a s e d f r o m t h e l e t h a r g y o f t r a d i t i o n a l , w h i t e - d o m i n a t e d r u r a l 

e x i s t e n c e a n d b r o u g h t i n t o d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e w h i t e c o m m u -

n i t y , w h i c h , a l t h o u g h e s s e n t i a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e , h a s b e c o m e i n -

c r e a s i n g l y a m b i v a l e n t i n i t s v a l u e s . W i t h i n t h i s c o n t e x t , a t t e m p t s 

a t r e f o r m c o n t r i b u t e d t o f u r t h e r t e n s i o n a n d f r i c t i o n , p r o m p t i n g 

s o m e , i n t h e d o m i n a n t c o m m u n i t y , t o a d o p t a r e a c t i o n a r y p o s t u r e 

a g a i n s t c h a n g e , a n d o t h e r s , e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g t h e d e p r i v e d , t o a r -

g u e t h a t n o c h a n g e w a s m e a n i n g f u l w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f t h e 

e x i s t i n g s y s t e m . 

A m e r i c a n r a c i a l s l u m s h a v e g r o w n i n a p a t t e r n n o t u n l i k e t h e 

e x p a n s i o n o f t h e h u g e i m p o v e r i s h e d u r b a n c e n t e r s o f A s i a . B l a c k s 

f r o m t h e S o u t h h a v e t e n d e d t o m o v e t o n o r t h e r n c i t i e s m o r e i n 

r e a c t i o n t o t h e i r p o v e r t y a n d f e l t i n j u s t i c e t h a n b e c a u s e o f t h e 

a c t u a l e m p l o y m e n t a v a i l a b l e t h e r e . T h e r a t e o f u n e m p l o y m e n t i n 

l a r g e A m e r i c a n c i t i e s i s s e v e r a l t i m e s m o r e t h a n t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r -

a g e . I n A s i a , c i t i e s i n h a b i t e d b y i m p o v e r i s h e d a n d u n p r o d u c t i v e 

m a s s e s h a v e g r o w n r a p i d l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s n o t b e c a u s e o f e m p l o y -

m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s b u t b e c a u s e o f r u r a l p o v e r t y a n d i n s e c u r i t y . 

" I n s t e a d o f s t a n d i n g a s a s y m p t o m o f g r o w t h , a s i t w a s i n t h e 

W e s t , u r b a n i z a t i o n i n S o u t h A s i a i s a n a s p e c t o f c o n t i n u e d 

p o v e r t y . " 3 9 

T h e p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n t h e g h e t t o s o f t h e g l o b a l c i t y a n d t h e 

r a c i a l s l u m s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s c a n b e e x t e n d e d t o t h e p r o b l e m s 

f a c e d b y t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l p o l i t i c a l e l i t e o f t h e T h i r d W o r l d . I n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s " i n t e g r a t i o n " h a s s o f a r t e n d e d t o m e a n t h e s e l e c t i v e 

a s s i m i l a t i o n o f a f e w i n d i v i d u a l s w h o c a n c o n f o r m t o t h e p r e v a i l -

i n g n o r m s o f t h e d o m i n a n t c o m m u n i t y ; h o w e v e r , t h e i r a s s i m i l a -

t i o n a l s o m e a n s t h e l o s s o f t a l e n t a n d e x p e r t i s e t o t h e b l a c k 

c o m m u n i t y , i n w h i c h t h e l e s s e d u c a t e d , m o r e m i l i t a n t " p s e u d o -

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a " i n c r e a s i n g l y p r o v i d e s c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r s h i p t o t h e 

m a s s e s b y e x p l o i t i n g r e v e r s e r a c i s m . I n l i k e m a n n e r , t h e e s t a b -

l i s h e d s o c i a l e l i t e s o f t h e T h i r d W o r l d h a v e t e n d e d t o e m u l a t e 

only 70 per cent of whom resided in urban areas (Philip M. Hauser, "Demo-
graphic Factors in the Integration of the Negro," in The Negro American, 
Talcott Parsons and Kenneth B. Clark, eds., Boston, 1965, pp. 74-75)-
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t h e l i f e s t y l e s o f t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d w o r l d , a n d t o e m i g r a t e i n t o 

i t e i t h e r d i r e c t l y o r v i c a r i o u s l y . 

The Political Vacuum 

T h e r e s u l t i n g v a c u u m i s filled b y a n i n d i g e n o u s p s e u d o - i n t e l -

l i g e n t s i a , w h o s e v i e w s a r e i n f l u e n c e d b y d o c t r i n e s a d v o c a t e d b y 

F r a n t z F a n o n , R e g i s D e b r a y , C h e G u e v a r a , a n d o t h e r s . N i n e -

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E u r o p e a n M a r x i s m , o r i g i n a l l y a d d r e s s e d t o a n 

u r b a n p r o l e t a r i a t o n l y r e c e n t l y d i v o r c e d f r o m r u r a l l i f e , i s r o m a n -

t i c a l l y a d a p t e d t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f i n d u s t r i a l l y b a c k w a r d t w e n -

t i e t h - c e n t u r y g l o b a l g h e t t o s . " T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e l l e c t u a l i s a 

v i r t u a l l y u n i v e r s a l p h e n o m e n o n i n m o d e r n i z i n g s o c i e t i e s . ' N o o n e 

i s a s i n c l i n e d t o f o s t e r v i o l e n c e a s a d i s g r u n t l e d i n t e l l e c t u a l , a t 

l e a s t w i t h i n t h e I n d i a n c o n t e x t , ' H o s e l i t z a n d W e i n e r h a v e o b -

s e r v e d . ' I t i s t h e s e p e r s o n s w h o c o m p o s e t h e c a d r e s o f t h e l e s s 

r e s p o n s i b l e p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , w h o m a k e u p t h e n a r r o w e r e n t o u r a g e 

o f d e m a g o g u e s a n d w h o b e c o m e l e a d e r s o f m i l l e n a r i a n a n d 

m e s s i a n i c m o v e m e n t s , a l l o f w h i c h m a y , w h e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y i s 

r i p e , t h r e a t e n p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y / I n I r a n e x t r e m i s t s o f b o t h t h e 

l e f t a n d t h e r i g h t w e r e m o r e l i k e l y t h a n m o d e r a t e s t o b e p r o d u c t s 

o f t h e c i t y , t o c o m e f r o m t h e m i d d l e e c o n o m i c s t r a t a , a n d t o b e 

b e t t e r e d u c a t e d . " 4 0 

G i v e n t h i s e m o t i o n a l c o n t e x t , e x t e r n a l a i d , d e s i g n e d t o o v e r -

c o m e t h e s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n o f b a c k w a r d n e s s a n d p o v e r t y , b e c o m e s 

a n a d d i t i o n a l p o i n t o f f r i c t i o n , a n d — e v e n w h e n i t h e l p s t o i m -

p r o v e t h e o b j e c t i v e s i t u a t i o n — s t i m u l a t e s f u r t h e r s u b j e c t i v e t e n -

s i o n . I n t h e u r b a n g h e t t o s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , g o v e r n m e n t a l 

a n d p r i v a t e a i d p r o g r a m s a d m i n i s t e r e d b y w h i t e s h a v e b e e n 

r e s e n t e d b y t h e b l a c k s ; w h e n a d m i n i s t e r e d b y t h e b l a c k s , h o w -

e v e r , t h e y h a v e o f t e n b e c o m e t a r g e t s o f w h i t e c h a r g e s t h a t f u n d s 

d e s i g n e d f o r s p e c i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m s h a v e b e e n u s e d t o 

a d v a n c e b l a c k m i l i t a n c y . O n t h e g l o b a l s c a l e , " n e o c o l o n i a l i s m " 

h a s b e e n t h e f o r m u l a u s e d t o s t i m u l a t e s u s p i c i o n b y t h e m a s s e s 

o f t h e p o l i t i c a l m o t i v e s o f e c o n o m i c a i d f r o m t h e a d v a n c e d c o u n -
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t r i e s ; * g r a f t , c o r r u p t i o n , a n d i n e f f i c i e n c y h a v e b e e n t h e c h a r g e s 

m a d e b y d o n o r c o u n t r i e s a g a i n s t t h e r e c i p i e n t s o f e c o n o m i c 

a s s i s t a n c e . 

T h e s h i f t t o w a r d e c o n o m i c a s s i s t a n c e o n a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l b a s i s 

i s a r e s p o n s e t o t h i s d a n g e r — a t l e a s t i n p a r t . I t p o s e s a n o t h e r 

d a n g e r , h o w e v e r . A i d c a n a t b e s t b e o n l y a p a r t i a l r e s p o n s e t o a 

c o n d i t i o n t h a t h a s p r o f o u n d l y p s y c h o l o g i c a l a s w e l l a s m a t e r i a l 

r o o t s . E c o n o m i c a s s i s t a n c e c a n b e e f f e c t i v e o n l y i f , i n a d d i t i o n , 

t h e r e c i p i e n t c o u n t r y ' s e m o t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s a r e m o b i l i z e d a n d a 

s e n s e o f p o p u l a r e n t h u s i a s m a n d p u r p o s e i s c r e a t e d . T h i s r e q u i r e s 

n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p t h a t k n o w s b o t h h o w t o s t i r t h e m a s s e s a n d h o w 

t o u t i l i z e f o r e i g n a i d i n t e l l i g e n t l y . S u c h l e a d e r s h i p i s r a r e ; w h e r e 

i t d o e s e x i s t i t f r e q u e n t l y t e n d s t o b e u n r e s p o n s i v e t o f o r e i g n i n -

t e r e s t s a n d a d v i c e , a n d t h u s s t i m u l a t e s f o r e i g n r e s e n t m e n t . T h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c e d b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n d e a l i n g w i t h N a s s e r o r 

A y u b K h a n , w h o w e r e n o t o n l y p r o m o t i n g b u t a l s o r e s p o n d i n g t o 

t h e e m o t i o n a l i s m o f t h e i r o w n m a s s e s , a r e c a s e s i n p o i n t . 

M o r e o v e r , e v e n i f t h o s e i n a u t h o r i t y a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o p r o m o t e 

s o c i a l c h a n g e , t h e y a r e f a c e d w i t h t h e i n t r a c t a b l e f a c t t h a t t h e i r 

r e a l i t y c a n b e c h a n g e d o n l y v e r y g r a d u a l l y , w h i l e p o p u l a r m o b i -

l i z a t i o n o n b e h a l f o f c h a n g e c a n b e a t t a i n e d o n l y b y s t i m u l a t i n g 

m a s s e n t h u s i a s m a n d e m o t i o n . T h e r u l e r s t h u s c o n f r o n t a d i l e m m a . 

* On a more sophisticated level, the economic system of the advanced coun-
tries is condemned as inherently incapable of providing true assistance. 
"Thus, Furtado [the Latin American economist] points out, the corpora-
tion is designed to fit the needs of profit-making in an advanced economy, 
and when one tries to transplant its technology to impoverished, developing 
lands, furious contradictions result. The newest machines save manpower— 
a blessing in the US and a curse in a country with rampant underem-
ployment. Mass production requires a huge market nonexistent in an archaic 
agricultural society. So, Furtado concludes, the very structure of economic 
life in the new nations—forced upon them in the last century—makes it 
difficult for them to absorb the benefits of scientific and technical progress 
on those rare occasions where they might have the opportunity to do so. 
Thus, the rich nations specialize in activities which make work easier, goods 
more abundant, leisure more widespread, and living standards higher. The 
poor nations are left with the grubby tasks of primary production and with 
a stagnant or declining market; they must sell cheap and buy dear from the 
booming factories" (Michael Harrington, American Power in the Twentieth 
Century, New York, 1967, p. 9) . 



I: The Global Impact of the Technetronic Revolution . { 50 

T o a d m i t t h e r e a l i t y o f t h e s l o w n e s s o f c h a n g e i s t o d e p r i v e 

t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e m a s s e s a n d t o y i e l d t h e p o l i t i c a l 

i n i t i a t i v e t o r a d i c a l d e m a g o g u e s ; t o m o b i l i z e t h e m a s s e s o n b e h a l f 

o f u n a t t a i n a b l e g o a l s i s t o c o u r t a n e v e n t u a l e x p l o s i o n — u n l e s s 

t h a t m o b i l i z a t i o n b e c o m e s a v e h i c l e f o r s u b o r d i n a t i n g t h e m a s s e s 

t o c e n t r a l i z e d , b u r e a u c r a t i c c o n t r o l o f t h e s o r t t h a t c o m m u n i s t 

l e a d e r s p r o v i d e m o s t e f f e c t i v e l y . F u r t h e r m o r e , t o o b t a i n t h e s u p -

p o r t o f t h e p r o p e r t i e d a n d m o r e e d u c a t e d g r o u p s , t h e r e f o r m 

p l a n n e r s o f t e n h a v e t o " t r e a d m o s t w a r i l y i n o r d e r n o t t o d i s r u p t 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l o r d e r . . . t h e y p e r m i t t h e l a w s t o c o n t a i n 

l o o p h o l e s o f a l l s o r t s a n d e v e n l e t t h e m r e m a i n u n e n f o r c e d / ' 4 1 

T h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n p r o m i s e a n d a t t a i n m e n t t h u s t e n d s t o 

w i d e n . 

T h e p r o s p e c t i s t h a t f e e l i n g s o f i n t e n s i v e r e s e n t m e n t w i l l m o s t 

l i k e l y g r o w a s t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e T h i r d W o r l d a n d t h e d e v e l -

o p e d w o r l d w i d e n s . * I n d e e d , t h e y w i l l p r o b a b l y i n t e n s i f y a s b y 

t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 t h e s p e c t r u m e x p a n d s a n d r a n g e s f r o m t h e f e w m o s t 

a d v a n c e d p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l t e c h n e t r o n i c s t a t e s ( t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

J a p a n , S w e d e n , C a n a d a ) , t o t h e d o z e n o r s o m a t u r e i n d u s t r i a l 

s t a t e s ( o n l y t h e n a p p r o a c h i n g t h e p r e s e n t l e v e l s o f t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s ) , t o t h e t e n t o fifteen c u r r e n t l y u n d e r d e v e l o p e d s t a t e s t h a t 

b y 2 0 0 0 w i l l h a v e r e a c h e d t h e l e v e l s o f t h e c u r r e n t l y l e s s a d -

v a n c e d e a r l y - i n d u s t r i a l s t a t e s , t o t h e l a r g e g r o u p ( a b o u t s i x t y ) 

s t i l l i n t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l s t a g e , a n d finally t o t h o s e r e m a i n i n g s t i l l 

i n e x t r e m e l y p r i m i t i v e c o n d i t i o n s . T h e t h i r d a n d f o u r t h g r o u p s , 

t h o s e c o n t a i n i n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n a n d e x -

p e r i e n c i n g a t b e s t o n l y p a r t i a l l y e f f e c t i v e p r o g r e s s , w i l l i n a l l l i k e -

l i h o o d b e t h e c e n t e r s o f v o l a t i l e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y , r e s e n t m e n t , 

t e n s i o n , a n d e x t r e m i s m 4 2 

I n t h a t c o n t e x t , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o c o n c e i v e h o w d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u -

0 In 1965 the per-capita production of the developed world exceeded that 
of the less developed by twelve times; it is estimated that by the year 2000 
the proportion will be eighteen times greater (Herman Kahn and Anthony 
J. Wiener, The Year 2000, New York, 1967, p. 142). In 1965 Illinois alone 
had a larger gross product than all of Africa; California, more than all of 
China. 
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t i o n s ( d e r i v e d l a r g e l y f r o m W e s t e r n e x p e r i e n c e b u t t y p i c a l o n l y 

o f t h e m o r e s t a b l e a n d w e a l t h y W e s t e r n n a t i o n s ) w i l l e n d u r e i n 

a c o u n t r y l i k e I n d i a — o r h o w t h e y w i l l d e v e l o p e l s e w h e r e . * 

" M u c h w i l l d e p e n d o n t h e p a c e o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t i t s e l f , 

a n d i n t h i s r e s p e c t t h e o m e n s a r e f a r f r o m f a v o r a b l e . " 4 3 T h e l i k e l y 

c o n s e q u e n c e i s s p o r a d i c t u r b u l e n c e i n i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s a n d a 

t u r n t o w a r d p e r s o n a l d i c t a t o r s h i p s . T h e l a t t e r w i l l b e b a s e d o n 

m o r e i n t e r n a l l y o r i e n t e d , t h o u g h s o c i a l l y r a d i c a l , u n i f y i n g d o c -

t r i n e s i n t h e h o p e t h a t t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f x e n o p h o b i a a n d c h a -

r i s m a m a y p r o v i d e t h e m i n i m u m s t a b i l i t y n e c e s s a r y f o r i m p o s i n g 

s o c i a l - e c o n o m i c m o d e r n i z a t i o n f r o m a b o v e . 

A s i n t h e c a s e o f u r b a n g h e t t o s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h i s m a y 

m a k e f o r a t e n s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e m o r e p r o s p e r o u s a n d 

a d v a n c e d w o r l d . T h e l a t t e r h a s i n r e c e n t y e a r s c o m e t o a c c e p t 

— a t l e a s t a s a g e n e r a l p r o p o s i t i o n , a n d s t i l l g r u d g i n g l y — a m o r a l 

o b l i g a t i o n t o a s s i s t m a t e r i a l l y t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e T h i r d 

W o r l d . T h i s " n e w m o r a l i t y " w a s d o u b t l e s s s t i m u l a t e d b y C o l d 

W a r r i v a l r y , w h i c h m a d e t h e t w o d e v e l o p e d c a m p s c o m p e t e i n 

p r o v i d i n g a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e b a c k w a r d n a t i o n s . I t i s f a r f r o m c e r -

t a i n t h a t t h e s e f e e l i n g s o f c o n s c i e n c e w i l l p e r s i s t i f t h e C o l d W a r 

w a n e s ; f t h e y c e r t a i n l y w i l l n o t i f E a s t - W e s t r i v a l r y i s r e p l a c e d 

b y i n t e n s i f y i n g N o r t h - S o u t h a n i m o s i t y . T h e p e o p l e s o f t h e d e v e l -

o p e d w o r l d m a y w e l l t a k e r e f u g e i n t h e s e l f - s e r v i n g a r g u m e n t 

t h a t t h e i r r a t i o n a l f a n a t i c i s m o f t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e g l o b a l g h e t t o s 

p r e c l u d e s c o o p e r a t i o n . S u c h a n e g a t i v e p o s t u r e w i l l e n s u r e b o t h 

t h e f u r t h e r w i d e n i n g o f t h e g u l f a n d a m o r e b i t t e r s p l i t a m o n g 

m a n k i n d , w h i c h i s f o r t h e first t i m e b e g i n n i n g t o l i v e i n s u b j e c -

t i v e i n t i m a c y . 

0 "Like the states of seventeenth-century Europe the non-Western countries 
of today can have political modernization or they can have democratic plu-
ralism, but they cannot normally have both" (Huntington, pp. 136-37). 
t This has been duly noted by some Third World spokesmen. The Algerian 
delegate to the UN Economic and Social Council meeting in Geneva said 
in July 1966, "Even as the detente in the Cold War has permitted an attenua-
tion of the conflict between blocs with different social systems, one must 
fear that the East-West opposition will revolve on its axis and become an 
antagonism of North against South" (cited by Harrington, p. 20). 
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T h e c u m u l a t i v e e f f e c t o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n i s c o n -

t r a d i c t o r y . O n t h e o n e h a n d , t h i s r e v o l u t i o n m a r k s t h e b e g i n n i n g s 

o f a g l o b a l c o m m u n i t y ; o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , i t f r a g m e n t s h u m a n i t y 

a n d d e t a c h e s i t f r o m i t s t r a d i t i o n a l m o o r i n g s . T h e t e c h n e t r o n i c 

r e v o l u t i o n i s w i d e n i n g t h e s p e c t r u m o f t h e h u m a n c o n d i t i o n . I t 

i n t e n s i f i e s t h e g u l f i n t h e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n o f m a n k i n d e v e n a s i t 

c o n t r a c t s m a n k i n d s s u b j e c t i v e t o l e r a n c e o f t h a t d i s p a r i t y . 

T h o u g h d i f f e r e n c e s a m o n g s o c i e t i e s g r a d u a l l y d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 

c o u r s e o f h u m a n h i s t o r y , i t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n 

t h a t t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s b e c a m e s h a r p . T o d a y s o m e n a t i o n s s t i l l l i v e 

u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s n o t u n l i k e t h o s e o f p r e - C h r i s t i a n t i m e s , a n d 

m a n y l i v e i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s n o b e t t e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e M i d d l e 

A g e s . Y e t s o o n a f e w w i l l l i v e i n w a y s s o n e w t h a t i t i s n o w d i f f i -

c u l t t o i m a g i n e t h e s o c i a l a n d p e r s o n a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s . T h e r e s u l t 

c o u l d b e a p r o f o u n d t h r e e - w a y s p l i t i n t h e a t t i t u d e s a n d v i e w s 

o f m a n k i n d . T h e c o e x i s t e n c e o f a g r a r i a n , i n d u s t r i a l , a n d n e w 

t e c h n e t r o n i c s o c i e t i e s , e a c h p r o v i d i n g d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e s o n 

l i f e , w o u l d m a k e u n d e r s t a n d i n g m o r e d i f f i c u l t a t t h e v e r y t i m e i t 

b e c o m e s m o r e p o s s i b l e , a n d i t w o u l d r e n d e r t h e g l o b a l a c c e p t a n c e 

o f c e r t a i n n o r m s l e s s l i k e l y e v e n a s i t b e c o m e s m o r e i m p e r a t i v e . 

Fragmented Congestion 

T h i s t h r e e - w a y g l o b a l s p l i t c o u l d f u r t h e r s t r a i n t h e a l r e a d y 

w e a k f a b r i c o f s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l o r d e r a n d r e s u l t i n d o m e s t i c 

a n d , t h e r e f o r e , p o s s i b l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a o s . G r o w i n g a n a r c h y i n 

t h e T h i r d W o r l d w o u l d v e r y l i k e l y i n v o l v e r a c i s t a n d n a t i o n a l i s t 

4. Global Fragmentation 
and Unification 
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p a s s i o n s . A t t h e v e r y l e a s t , t h i s w o u l d c r e a t e m a j o r p o c k e t s o f 

d i s r u p t i o n a n d c h a o s i n t h e w o r l d ; a t w o r s t , T h i r d W o r l d i n s t a -

b i l i t y c o u l d d r a w t h e m o r e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s i n t o p o t e n t i a l l y 

a n t a g o n i s t i c f o r m s o f i n v o l v e m e n t t h a t c o u l d h a v e t h e s a m e e f f e c t 

o n A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s a s B a l k a n c o n f l i c t s h a d o n t h e E u r o -

p e a n o r d e r p r i o r t o W o r l d W a r I . 

I n t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d w o r l d t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n " i n t e r n a l " a n d 

" e x t e r n a l " m a n — b e t w e e n m a n p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h h i s i n n e r m e a n -

i n g a n d h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e i n f i n i t e , a n d m a n d e e p l y i n v o l v e d 

i n h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d c o m m i t t e d t o s h a p i n g w h a t h e r e c o g n i z e s 

t o b e finite—prompts a n a c u t e c r i s i s o f p h i l o s o p h i c , r e l i g i o u s , a n d 

p s y c h i c i d e n t i t y ; t h i s c r i s i s i s a g g r a v a t e d b y t h e f e a r t h a t m a n s 

m a l l e a b i l i t y m a y p e r m i t w h a t w a s p r e v i o u s l y c o n s i d e r e d i m m u t a -

b l e i n m a n t o b e u n d e r m i n e d . T h e e x p l o s i o n i n s c i e n t i f i c 

k n o w l e d g e p o s e s t h e d a n g e r o f i n t e l l e c t u a l f r a g m e n t a t i o n , w i t h 

u n c e r t a i n t y i n c r e a s i n g i n d i r e c t p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e e x p a n s i o n i n 

w h a t i s k n o w n . T h e r e s u l t , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( s e e 

P a r t I V f o r a m o r e e x t e n d e d d i s c u s s i o n ) , i s a n a c c e l e r a t i n g s e a r c h 

f o r n e w s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l f o r m s . 

T h e i m p a c t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s t h e first g l o b a l s o c i e t y r e -

flects t h e s e c o n f l i c t i n g t e n d e n c i e s . T h o u g h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

s e a r c h e s f o r g l o b a l s t a b i l i t y a n d d e v o t e s i t s e n o r m o u s r e s o u r c e s 

t o p r e v e n t i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y u p h e a v a l s , i t s s o c i a l i m p a c t o n t h e 

w o r l d i s u n s e t t l i n g , i n n o v a t i v e , a n d c r e a t i v e . E v e n a s i t p r o v o k e s 

v i o l e n t a n t a g o n i s m t o i t s e l f , i t s e t s o f f e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t a r e 

m e a s u r e d b y A m e r i c a n s t a n d a r d s a n d t h a t i n m o s t c o u n t r i e s c a n -

n o t b e m e t u n t i l w e l l i n t o t h e n e x t c e n t u r y . I t a c c e l e r a t e s t h e 

u n i f i c a t i o n o f o t h e r s o c i e t i e s — n o t o n l y b e c a u s e r e g i o n a l i s m h a s 

s i n c e t h e 1 9 6 0 s b e c o m e W a s h i n g t o n ' s p r o f e s s e d f o r e i g n - p o l i c y 

f o r m u l a b u t a l s o b e c a u s e o t h e r n a t i o n s s e e i n u n i f i c a t i o n t h e b e s t 

w e a p o n f o r c o m b a t i n g A m e r i c a n i n f l u e n c e . I n i t s r o l e a s t h e first 

g l o b a l s o c i e t y , i t t h u s u n i f i e s , c h a n g e s , s t i m u l a t e s , a n d c h a l l e n g e s 

o t h e r s — o f t e n a g a i n s t i t s o w n i m m e d i a t e i n t e r e s t s . " A m e r i c a n i z a -

t i o n " t h u s c r e a t e s c o m m o n a s p i r a t i o n s a n d h i g h l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 

r e a c t i o n s . 

I n t h e T h i r d W o r l d t h e e f f e c t o f U n i t e d S t a t e s i n f l u e n c e i s t o 



I: The Global Impact of the Technetronic Revolution . { 54 

i n t e n s i f y s o c i a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a n d c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e g e n e r a -

t i o n s . M a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d e d u c a t i o n c r e a t e e x p e c t a t i o n s — 

f o r w h i c h t h e m a t e r i a l w e a l t h o f A m e r i c a p r o v i d e s a v a g u e s t a n -

d a r d — t h a t s i m p l y c a n n o t b e m e t b y m o s t s o c i e t i e s . S i n c e n e i t h e r 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s n o r e d u c a t i o n c a n b e c o n t a i n e d , i t i s t o b e e x -

p e c t e d t h a t p o l i t i c a l t e n s i o n s w i l l m o u n t a s p u r e l y p a r o c h i a l , 

t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s y i e l d t o b r o a d e r g l o b a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . I n t h e 

a d v a n c e d w o r l d t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y c h a l l e n g e i n c r e a s i n g l y f o c u s e s 

o n t h e i d e n t i t y o f m a n , b u t i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d s o c i a l f r a g m e n t a -

t i o n l o o m s a s t h e p r i n c i p a l p r o b l e m — o n e w h i c h i s i n a h i s t o r i c 

r a c e w i t h t h e a d v a n c e d s o c i e t i e s ' o n l y s l o w l y m a t u r i n g s e n s e o f 

t h e i r g l o b a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r h e l p i n g d e v e l o p t h e T h i r d W o r l d . 

E v e n n a t i o n a l i s m i s s u b j e c t t o c o n t r a d i c t o r y i n f l u e n c e s . N a -

t i o n a l i s m h a s n e v e r b e e n s t r o n g e r a n d h a s n e v e r b e f o r e e n j o y e d 

s u c h e x t e n s i v e , a r o u s e d , a n d c o n s c i o u s s u p p o r t f r o m t h e p o p u l a r 

m a s s e s a s w e l l a s f r o m t h e i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . T h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f n a t i o n -

s t a t e s s t i l l d e t e r m i n e s m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g w a r a n d p e a c e , a n d m a n s 

p r i m a r y s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s s t i l l o n t h e b a s i s o f n a t i o n a l i s m . T h e 

n o n - R u s s i a n s t a t e s i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a r e p e r h a p s t h e o n l y e x -

c e p t i o n t o n a t i o n a l i s m ' s s u c c e s s f u l d i s s o l u t i o n o f c o l o n i a l e m p i r e s . 

Y e t p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h i s i s s o , n a t i o n a l i s m i s c e a s i n g t o b e t h e 

c o m p e l l i n g f o r c e t h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h e b r o a d c h a r a c t e r o f c h a n g e 

i n o u r t i m e . T h o u g h s t i l l t h e s o u r c e o f m a n y t e n s i o n s , i t i s t e m -

p e r e d b y t h e g r o w i n g r e c o g n i t i o n , s h a r e d e v e n b y t h e m o s t n a -

t i o n a l i s t e l i t e s , t h a t t o d a y r e g i o n a l a n d c o n t i n e n t a l c o o p e r a t i o n i s 

n e c e s s a r y t o t h e f u l f i l l m e n t o f m a n y p u r e l y n a t i o n a l g o a l s . T h e 

s u c c e s s o f n a t i o n a l i s m m a k e s t h e n a t i o n a p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t , b u t 

n o l o n g e r t h e v i t a l s u b j e c t , o f d y n a m i c p r o c e s s e s . 

B e c a u s e h e finds h i m s e l f l i v i n g i n a c o n g e s t e d , o v e r l a p p i n g , 

c o n f u s i n g , a n d i m p e r s o n a l e n v i r o n m e n t , m a n s e e k s s o l a c e i n r e -

s t r i c t e d a n d f a m i l i a r i n t i m a c y . T h e n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y i s t h e 

o b v i o u s o n e t o t u r n t o , a n d a d e f i n i t i o n o f w h a t a n a t i o n a l c o m -

m u n i t y i s m a y w e l l b e c o m e m o r e r e s t r i c t i v e a s b r o a d e r t r a n s n a -

t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n d e v e l o p s . F o r m a n y p e o p l e s t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e 

w a s a c o m p r o m i s e d i c t a t e d b y e c o n o m i c s , b y s e c u r i t y , a n d b y 
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o t h e r f a c t o r s . A n o p t i m u m b a l a n c e w a s e v e n t u a l l y s t r u c k , o f t e n 

a f t e r c e n t u r i e s o f c o n f l i c t . T o d a y t h e b a l a n c e i s b e c o m i n g u n s e t -

t l e d , b e c a u s e n e w e r a n d l a r g e r f r a m e w o r k s o f c o o p e r a t i o n a r e 

e m e r g i n g , a n d t h e e f f e c t i v e i n t e g r a t i o n o f m u c h s m a l l e r , m o r e 

c o h e s i v e u n i t s i n t o m u c h l a r g e r w h o l e s i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y 

p o s s i b l e b e c a u s e o f c o m p u t e r s , c y b e r n e t i c s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a n d 

s o o n . 

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e F l e m i n g s a n d t h e W a l l o o n s i n B e l g i u m , 

t h e F r e n c h a n d E n g l i s h C a n a d i a n s i n C a n a d a , t h e S c o t s a n d t h e 

W e l s h i n t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , t h e B a s q u e s i n S p a i n , t h e C r o a t s 

a n d t h e S l o v e n e s i n Y u g o s l a v i a , a n d t h e C z e c h s a n d S l o v a k s i n 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a a r e c l a i m i n g — a n d s o m e o f t h e n o n - R u s s i a n n a -

t i o n a l i t i e s i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d t h e v a r i o u s l i n g u i s t i c - e t h n i c 

g r o u p s i n I n d i a m a y s o o n c l a i m — t h a t t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r n a t i o n - s t a t e 

n o l o n g e r c o r r e s p o n d s t o h i s t o r i c a l n e e d . O n a h i g h e r p l a n e i t h a s 

b e e n r e n d e r e d s u p e r f l u o u s b y E u r o p e , o r s o m e o t h e r r e g i o n a l 

( C o m m o n M a r k e t ) a r r a n g e m e n t , w h i l e o n a l o w e r p l a n e a m o r e 

i n t i m a t e l i n g u i s t i c a n d r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t y i s r e q u i r e d t o o v e r -

c o m e t h e i m p a c t o f t h e i m p l o s i o n - e x p l o s i o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e 

g l o b a l m e t r o p o l i s . 

T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s t h u s n o t a r e t u r n t o t h e e m o t i o n s o r t o t h e 

e c s t a t i c s t y l e o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n a t i o n a l i s m , e v e n t h o u g h t h e r e 

a r e m a n y s u p e r f i c i a l a n a l o g i e s t o i t . I t t a k e s p l a c e , b y a n d l a r g e , 

i n a c o n t e x t t h a t r e c o g n i z e s t h e c u r r e n t n e c e s s i t y f o r b r o a d e r c o -

o p e r a t i o n o n a l e v e l a b o v e t h e n a t i o n a l . I t a c c e p t s a s a n i d e a l 

t h e f u n c t i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n o f r e g i o n s a n d e v e n o f w h o l e c o n t i n e n t s . 

I t i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e d e s i r e f o r a m o r e d e f i n e d s e n s e o f p e r s o n -

a l i t y i n a n i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p e r s o n a l w o r l d , a n d o f t h e c h a n g e d 

u t i l i t y o f s o m e o f t h e e x i s t i n g s t a t e s t r u c t u r e s . T h i s c a n e v e n b e 

s a i d o f G a u l l i s m , w h i c h h a s o f t e n b e e n d e s c r i b e d a s a t h r o w b a c k 

t o n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n a t i o n a l i s m . N e v e r t h e l e s s , G a u l l i s m ' s m a j o r 

a m b i t i o n w a s t o c o n s t r u c t a E u r o p e t h a t w o u l d b e " E u r o p e a n " 

a n d n o t d o m i n a t e d b y a n e x t e r n a l h e g e m o n y , t h o u g h , t o b e s u r e , 

F r a n c e w o u l d e x e r c i s e p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p i n i t . 

T h e " n e w " n a t i o n a l i s m h a s m a n y e l e m e n t s o f t h e o l d n a t i o n a l -
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i s m , e s p e c i a l l y i n s o m e o f t h e n e w n a t i o n s . T h e r e n a t i o n a l i s m i s 

s t i l l a r a d i c a l , c h a n g i n g f o r c e c r e a t i v e l y m o b i l i z i n g c o m m u n i t y 

f e e l i n g s b u t a l s o p r o m p t i n g e t h n i c e x c l u s i v e n e s s a n d c o n f l i c t s . * 

Y e t i t i s g e n e r a l l y t r u e , a s t h e a u t h o r o f a s u g g e s t i v e p a p e r n o t e s , 

t h a t " t h e v i s i o n a n d o b j e c t i v e s o f s o c i e t y [ h a v e ] c h a n g e d . T o d a y 

a n e w c o n c e p t o f m a n a n d h i s w o r l d i s c h a l l e n g i n g t h e c o n c e p t s 

o f t h e R e n a i s s a n c e w h i c h h a v e g u i d e d m a n ' s b e h a v i o r f o r t h e 

p a s t five h u n d r e d y e a r s . " T h e n a t i o n - s t a t e a s a f u n d a m e n t a l u n i t 

o f m a n ' s o r g a n i z e d l i f e h a s c e a s e d t o b e t h e p r i n c i p a l c r e a t i v e 

f o r c e : " I n t e r n a t i o n a l b a n k s a n d m u l t i n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s a r e 

a c t i n g a n d p l a n n i n g i n t e r m s t h a t a r e f a r i n a d v a n c e o f t h e p o l i -

t i c a l c o n c e p t s o f t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e . " 4 4 B u t a s t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e i s 

g r a d u a l l y y i e l d i n g i t s s o v e r e i g n t y , t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l i m p o r t a n c e 

o f t h e n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y i s r i s i n g , a n d t h e a t t e m p t t o e s t a b l i s h 

a n e q u i l i b r i u m b e t w e e n t h e i m p e r a t i v e s o f t h e n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l -

i s m a n d t h e n e e d f o r a m o r e i n t i m a t e n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y i s t h e 

s o u r c e o f f r i c t i o n s a n d c o n f l i c t s . 

T h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h a t e q u i l i b r i u m i s b e i n g m a d e m o r e d i f f i -

c u l t b y t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n s i n w e a p o n r y . 

I t i s i r o n i c t o r e c a l l t h a t i n 1 8 7 8 F r i e d r i c h E n g e l s , c o m m e n t i n g o n 

t h e F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n W a r , p r o c l a i m e d t h a t " w e a p o n s u s e d h a v e 

r e a c h e d s u c h a s t a g e o f p e r f e c t i o n t h a t f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s w h i c h 

w o u l d h a v e a n y r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g i n f l u e n c e i s n o l o n g e r p o s s i b l e . " 4 5 

N o t o n l y h a v e n e w w e a p o n s b e e n d e v e l o p e d b u t s o m e o f t h e b a s i c 

c o n c e p t s o f g e o g r a p h y a n d s t r a t e g y h a v e b e e n f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

a l t e r e d ; s p a c e a n d w e a t h e r c o n t r o l h a v e r e p l a c e d S u e z o r G i b r a l -

t a r a s k e y e l e m e n t s o f s t r a t e g y . 

0 . . . In spite of all the parallels to European nationalism, the new na-
tionalism in South Asia is something very different. It differs in many more 
respects and for more fundamental reasons than appears from the qualifica-
tions just listed. The fundamental reason is that an historical process that in 
Europe spans centuries is telescoped within a few decades and that the order 
of the happenings is deranged. . . . Nationalism there is needed to provide 
the impulse for change—indeed, for all the necessary changes, and concur-
rently. The difficulties in this syncopation of policies, the historical necessity 
of which is seen by all the enlightened intellectual and political leaders in 
the region, are immense" (Myrdal, pp. 2118-19). 
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I n a d d i t i o n t o i m p r o v e d r o c k e t r y , m u l t i - m i s s i l e s , a n d m o r e 

p o w e r f u l a n d m o r e a c c u r a t e b o m b s , f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t s m a y 

w e l l i n c l u d e a u t o m a t e d o r m a n n e d s p a c e w a r s h i p s , d e e p - s e a i n -

s t a l l a t i o n s , c h e m i c a l a n d b i o l o g i c a l w e a p o n s , d e a t h r a y s , a n d s t i l l 

o t h e r f o r m s o f w a r f a r e — e v e n t h e w e a t h e r m a y b e t a m p e r e d 

w i t h . * T h e s e n e w w e a p o n s c o u l d e i t h e r e n c o u r a g e e x p e c t a t i o n s 

o f o n e - s i d e d , r e l a t i v e l y " i n e x p e n s i v e " v i c t o r y ; p e r m i t p r o x y c o n -

t e s t s t h a t w i l l b e d e c i s i v e i n t h e i r s t r a t e g i c p o l i t i c a l o u t c o m e b u t 

w i l l b e f o u g h t b y o n l y a f e w h u m a n b e i n g s ( a s i n t h e B a t t l e o f 

B r i t a i n ) o r e v e n b y r o b o t s i n o u t e r s p a c e ; 4 6 o r s i m p l y c r e a t e s u c h 

m u t u a l i n s t a b i l i t y t h a t t h e b r e a k d o w n o f p e a c e w i l l b e c o m e i n -

e v i t a b l e , i n s p i t e o f m a n s r a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e f u t i l i t y o f 

w a r . 

I n a d d i t i o n , i t m a y b e p o s s i b l e — a n d t e m p t i n g — t o e x p l o i t f o r 

s t r a t e g i c - p o l i t i c a l p u r p o s e s t h e f r u i t s o f r e s e a r c h o n t h e b r a i n a n d 

o n h u m a n b e h a v i o r . G o r d o n J . F . M a c D o n a l d , a g e o p h y s i c i s t 

s p e c i a l i z i n g i n p r o b l e m s o f w a r f a r e , h a s w r i t t e n t h a t a c c u r a t e l y 

t i m e d , a r t i f i c i a l l y e x c i t e d e l e c t r o n i c s t r o k e s " c o u l d l e a d t o a p a t -

t e r n o f o s c i l l a t i o n s t h a t p r o d u c e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h p o w e r l e v e l s o v e r 

c e r t a i n r e g i o n s o f t h e e a r t h . . . . I n t h i s w a y , o n e c o u l d d e v e l o p 

a s y s t e m t h a t w o u l d s e r i o u s l y i m p a i r t h e b r a i n p e r f o r m a n c e o f 

v e r y l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s i n s e l e c t e d r e g i o n s o v e r a n e x t e n d e d p e -

r i o d . . . . N o m a t t e r h o w d e e p l y d i s t u r b i n g t h e t h o u g h t o f u s i n g 

t h e e n v i r o n m e n t t o m a n i p u l a t e b e h a v i o r f o r n a t i o n a l a d v a n t a g e s 

t o s o m e , t h e t e c h n o l o g y p e r m i t t i n g s u c h u s e w i l l v e r y p r o b a b l y 

d e v e l o p w i t h i n t h e n e x t f e w d e c a d e s . " 4 7 

S u c h t e c h n o l o g y w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e p r i m a r i l y , a n d t o b e g i n w i t h 

° As one specialist noted, "By the year 2018, technology will make available 
to the leaders of the major nations a variety of techniques for conducting 
secret warfare, of which only a bare minimum of the security forces need be 
appraised. One nation may attack a competitor covertly by bacteriological 
means, thoroughly weakening the population (though with a minimum of 
fatalities) before taking over with its own overt armed forces. Alternatively, 
techniques of weather modification could be employed to produce prolonged 
periods of drought or storm, thereby weakening a nation's capacity and forc-
ing it to accept the demands of the competitor" (Gordon J. F. MacDonald, 
"Space," in Toward the Year 2018, p. 34). 
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e x c l u s i v e l y , t o t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s . * B u t i t i s l i k e l y t h a t 

i n t h e c o m i n g d e c a d e s s o m e s t a t e s i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d w i l l h a v e 

t a k e n m a j o r s t e p s t o w a r d a c q u i r i n g — o r w i l l h a v e a c q u i r e d — 

h i g h l y d e s t r u c t i v e w e a p o n r y . E v e n i f t h e y a r e n o t c a p a b l e o f 

u s i n g i t a g a i n s t t h e m a j o r p o w e r s w i t h o u t b r i n g i n g a b o u t t h e i r 

o w n e x t i n c t i o n , t h e y m a y b e a b l e a n d t e m p t e d t o u s e i t i n " u n d e r -

w o r l d " w a r s a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s . T h e q u e s t i o n t h e n a r i s e s w h e t h e r 

s u c h w a r s w o u l d b e i n t e r p r e t e d b y t h e m a j o r p o w e r s a s p o s i n g 

a d i r e c t t h r e a t t o t h e f a b r i c o f p e a c e , a n d w h e t h e r a j o i n t r e -

s p o n s e b y t h e m w o u l d b e e f f e c t i v e l y m o u n t e d a n d i m p o s e d . T h e 

a b s e n c e o f a c c e p t e d g l o b a l i n s t i t u t i o n s c o u l d t e m p o r a r i l y b e o v e r -

c o m e b y ad hoc a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d a g r e e m e n t s d e s i g n e d t o m e e t 

s p e c i f i c t h r e a t s , b u t i t i s c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t i n s o m e c a s e s t h e r e w i l l 

n o t b e s u f f i c i e n t u n a n i m i t y t o p e r m i t j o i n t r e a c t i o n s . T h e m u t u a l 

a n n i h i l a t i o n o f s o m e l e s s e r s t a t e s t h u s r e m a i n s a t l e a s t a p o s s i -

b i l i t y . 

Toward a Planetary Consciousness 

Y e t i t w o u l d b e w r o n g t o c o n c l u d e t h a t f r a g m e n t a t i o n a n d 

c h a o s a r e t h e d o m i n a n t r e a l i t i e s o f o u r t i m e . A g l o b a l h u m a n 

c o n s c i e n c e i s f o r t h e first t i m e b e g i n n i n g t o m a n i f e s t i t s e l f . T h i s 

c o n s c i e n c e i s a n a t u r a l e x t e n s i o n o f t h e l o n g p r o c e s s o f w i d e n i n g 

m a n s p e r s o n a l h o r i z o n s . I n t h e c o u r s e o f t i m e , m a n s s e l f - i d e n t i -

fication e x p a n d e d f r o m h i s f a m i l y t o h i s v i l l a g e , t o h i s t r i b e , t o h i s 

r e g i o n , t o h i s n a t i o n ; m o r e r e c e n t l y i t s p r e a d t o h i s c o n t i n e n t 

( b e f o r e W o r l d W a r I I i t w a s n o t a s c u s t o m a r y a s i t i s n o w f o r 

u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s o r i n t e l l e c t u a l s t o d e s c r i b e t h e m s e l v e s m e r e l y 

a s E u r o p e a n s o r A s i a n s ) . 

* This has led one concerned scholar to comment, "Whether it is used to 
kill, hurt, nauseate, paralyze, cause hallucination, or to terrify military per-
sonnel and civilians, the systematic use of biological and chemical warfare 
will require the resolution of major moral and ethical problems" (Donald N. 
Michael, "Some Speculations on the Social Impact of Technology," mimeo-
graphed text of address to the Columbia University Seminar on Tech-
nology and Social Change, p. 6) . 
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D u r i n g t h e l a s t t h r e e c e n t u r i e s t h e f a d i n g o f t h e e s s e n t i a l l y 

t r a n s n a t i o n a l E u r o p e a n a r i s t o c r a c y a n d t h e s u c c e s s i v e n a t i o n a l -

i z a t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h , o f s o c i a l i s m , a n d o f c o m m u n i s m 

h a v e m e a n t t h a t i n r e c e n t t i m e s m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y 

h a s t e n d e d t o b e c o n f i n e d w i t h i n n a t i o n a l c o m p a r t m e n t s . T o d a y 

w e a r e a g a i n w i t n e s s i n g t h e e m e r g e n c e o f t r a n s n a t i o n a l e l i t e s , 

b u t n o w t h e y a r e c o m p o s e d o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l b u s i n e s s m e n , s c h o l -

a r s , p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n , a n d p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s . T h e t i e s o f t h e s e n e w 

e l i t e s c u t a c r o s s n a t i o n a l b o u n d a r i e s , t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e s a r e n o t 

c o n f i n e d b y n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n s , a n d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s a r e m o r e f u n c -

t i o n a l t h a n n a t i o n a l . T h e s e g l o b a l c o m m u n i t i e s a r e g a i n i n g i n 

s t r e n g t h a n d , a s w a s t r u e i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t b e -

f o r e l o n g t h e s o c i a l e l i t e s o f m o s t o f t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s 

w i l l b e h i g h l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t o r g l o b a l i s t i n s p i r i t a n d o u t l o o k . 

T h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e g l o b a l i n f o r m a t i o n g r i d , f a c i l i t a t i n g a l m o s t 

c o n t i n u o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t e r a c t i o n a n d t h e p o o l i n g o f k n o w l e d g e , 

w i l l f u r t h e r e n h a n c e t h e p r e s e n t t r e n d t o w a r d i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o -

f e s s i o n a l e l i t e s a n d t o w a r d t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a c o m m o n s c i e n t i f i c 

l a n g u a g e ( i n e f f e c t , t h e f u n c t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t o f L a t i n ) . T h i s , h o w -

e v e r , c o u l d c r e a t e a d a n g e r o u s g a p b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e p o l i -

t i c a l l y a c t i v a t e d m a s s e s , w h o s e " n a t i v i s m " — e x p l o i t e d b y m o r e 

n a t i o n a l i s t p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s — c o u l d w o r k a g a i n s t t h e " c o s m o p o l i -

t a n " e l i t e s . 

I n c r e a s i n g l y , t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l e l i t e s t e n d t o t h i n k i n t e r m s o f 

g l o b a l p r o b l e m s . O n e s i g n i f i c a n t a s p e c t o f t h i s p r o c e s s i s t h e w a y 

i n w h i c h c o n t e m p o r a r y d i l e m m a s a r e i d e n t i f i e d : t h e n e e d t o o v e r -

c o m e t e c h n i c a l b a c k w a r d n e s s , t o e l i m i n a t e p o v e r t y , t o e x t e n d i n -

t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n i n e d u c a t i o n a n d h e a l t h , t o p r e v e n t o v e r -

p o p u l a t i o n , t o d e v e l o p e f f e c t i v e p e a c e - k e e p i n g m a c h i n e r y . * T h e s e 

° "We are discovering the need for coordination at the world level, for look-
ing ahead so that the pieces can be fitted together more precisely. This has 
brought us to the beginning of global planning. FAO is a pioneer: its Indic-
ative World Plan is the first such attempt, the prototype version of which 
will be ready in 1969. The ILO is working hard on a World Employment 
Plan. 

"The U.N.'s Center for Development Planning, Projections and Policies 
(CDPPP) is preparing what could well be called the framework for a master 
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a r e a l l g l o b a l i s s u e s . O n l y t h i r t y y e a r s a g o t h e y w e r e s i m p l y n o t 

i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n , w h i c h w a s r i v e t e d a t t h e t i m e 

o n m u c h m o r e s p e c i f i c r e g i o n a l , n a t i o n a l , o r t e r r i t o r i a l c o n f l i c t s . 

T h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n c r e a t e s c o n d i t i o n s t h a t i n c r e a s i n g l y 

m a k e p o s s i b l e g l o b a l r e s p o n s e s t o t h e s e n e e d s a n d t o h u m a n 

s u f f e r i n g i n g e n e r a l . I n d e e d , a r u d i m e n t a r y f r a m e w o r k o f g l o b a l 

s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c i n s t i t u t i o n s h a s a l r e a d y t a k e n s h a p e . * T h e 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e m e a n s t o c o o p e r a t e g l o b a l l y i n t e n s i f i e s t h e 

s e n s e o f o b l i g a t i o n t o a c t . C o n s c i e n c e i s e a s i l y p a c i f i e d b y a f e e l -

i n g o f f u t i l i t y . A n u n e a s y c o n s c i e n c e i s u s u a l l y o n e t h a t k n o w s 

t h a t i t c a n a c t d i f f e r e n t l y . T h e s e n s e o f p r o x i m i t y , t h e i m m e d i a c y 

o f s u f f e r i n g , t h e g l o b a l l y d e s t r u c t i v e c h a r a c t e r o f m o d e r n w e a p o n s 

a l l h e l p t o s t i m u l a t e a n o u t l o o k t h a t v i e w s m a n k i n d a s a c o m -

m u n i t y . 

I t i s a h o p e f u l s i g n i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h a t t h e y a r d s t i c k s b y 

w h i c h t h e p u b l i c m e a s u r e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m p e t i t i o n a r e u n d e r -

g o i n g a c o n s t r u c t i v e c h a n g e . I n t h e r e c e n t p a s t , a n d e v e n i n t h e 

p r e s e n t , t e r r i t o r i a l e x p a n s i o n , p o p u l a t i o n , a n d v a g u e n a t i o n a l 

c l a i m s o f c u l t u r a l a n d i d e o l o g i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y , a s w e l l a s m i l i t a r y 

p o w e r i n g e n e r a l a n d v i c t o r y i n d i r e c t c o n t e s t s i n p a r t i c u l a r , h a v e 

p r o v i d e d t h e c r i t e r i a f o r m e a s u r i n g s t a t u s a n d i n f l u e n c e . G r a d u -

a l l y t h e s e a r e g i v i n g w a y t o r i v a l r y i n G N P figures, p e r - c a p i t a i n -

c o m e a n d c o n s u m p t i o n d a t a , e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s , c r e a t i v e 

a n d s c i e n t i f i c a t t a i n m e n t s , r e s e a r c h a n d d e v e l o p m e n t , s t a n d a r d s 

o f h e a l t h a n d n u t r i t i o n , a n d e v e n c o m p e t i t i v e n a t i o n a l O l y m p i c 

s c o r e s , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f t h e s p a c e r a c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o s u p e r -

p o w e r s . T o a n y o n e l i v i n g i n 1 9 1 4 t h e c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l r i v a l r y 

plan covering all such activities. This is part of the task imposed on it by 
assembly resolutions which request the secretary-general, in plain words, to 
prepare future development efforts which are an improvement on the present 
development decade" (Jan Tinbergen, "The Way Out of the Labyrinth," 
Ceres (FAO Review), Vol. i , No. 3, May-June 1968, p. 20). 
* To list but a few: a world health organization, a world food and agricul-
tural organization, a world labor organization, a world educational and cul-
tural organization, a world bank, a global meteorological organization, an 
international atomic-energy agency, an international civil-aviation organiza-
tion, an international agency for the peaceful uses of outer space, an agency 
for tapping the ocean beds, etc. 
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i n p r o d u c i n g m o r e i m p r e s s i v e c h a r t s a n d i n d e f i n i n g n e w i n d i c e s 

f o r m e a s u r i n g n a t i o n a l s t a t u s w o u l d b e w e l l - n i g h i n c o m p r e h e n -

s i b l e ; a t t h a t t i m e n a t i o n a l i s t g e o p o l i t i c s p r o v i d e d a m o r e d i r e c t 

a p p e a l . 

T o d a y a d i f f e r e n t o r i e n t a t i o n i s b e c o m i n g d o m i n a n t . S o c i a l 

p r o b l e m s a r e s e e n l e s s a s t h e c o n s e q u e n c e o f d e l i b e r a t e e v i l a n d 

m o r e a s t h e u n i n t e n d e d b y - p r o d u c t s o f b o t h c o m p l e x i t y a n d 

i g n o r a n c e ; s o l u t i o n s a r e n o t s o u g h t i n e m o t i o n a l s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s 

b u t i n t h e u s e o f m a n s a c c u m u l a t e d s o c i a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c k n o w l -

e d g e . I n c r e a s i n g l y , i t i s f e l t t h a t t h e v a r i a t i o n s i n b o t h s c i e n t i f i c 

d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e h u m a n p s y c h e d o n o t l e n d t h e m s e l v e s t o d o c -

t r i n a l s o l u t i o n s f o r m u l a t e d i n a d v a n c e ; i n a d d i t i o n , t h e u n a n t i c i -

p a t e d c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e d i s c o v e r i e s o f s c i e n c e h a v e p r o d u c e d , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s , a n a w a r e n e s s t h a t t h e 

b a s i c i s s u e s f a c i n g m a n h a v e a c o m m o n s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r h u m a n 

s u r v i v a l , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r n a l d i v e r s i t y . 

T h e c o n c e r n w i t h i d e o l o g y i s y i e l d i n g t o a p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h 

e c o l o g y . I t s b e g i n n i n g s c a n b e s e e n i n t h e u n p r e c e d e n t e d p u b l i c 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h m a t t e r s s u c h a s a i r a n d w a t e r p o l l u t i o n , f a m -

i n e , o v e r p o p u l a t i o n , r a d i a t i o n , a n d t h e c o n t r o l o f d i s e a s e , d r u g s , 

a n d w e a t h e r , a s w e l l a s i n t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y n o n - n a t i o n a l i s t i c a p -

p r o a c h e s t o t h e e x p l o r a t i o n o f s p a c e o r o f t h e o c e a n b e d . T h e r e i s 

a l r e a d y w i d e s p r e a d c o n s e n s u s t h a t f u n c t i o n a l p l a n n i n g i s d e s i r -

a b l e a n d t h a t i t i s t h e o n l y w a y t o c o p e w i t h t h e v a r i o u s e c o l o g i -

c a l t h r e a t s . 4 8 F u r t h e r m o r e , g i v e n t h e c o n t i n u i n g a d v a n c e s i n c o m -

p u t e r s a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , t h e r e i s r e a s o n t o e x p e c t t h a t m o d e r n 

t e c h n o l o g y w i l l m a k e s u c h p l a n n i n g m o r e f e a s i b l e ; i n a d d i t i o n , 

m u l t i - s p e c t r a l a n a l y s i s f r o m e a r t h s a t e l l i t e s ( a b y - p r o d u c t o f t h e 

s p a c e r a c e ) h o l d s o u t t h e p r o m i s e o f m o r e e f f e c t i v e p l a n n i n g i n 

r e g a r d t o e a r t h r e s o u r c e s . 

T h e n e w g l o b a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s , h o w e v e r , i s o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o 

b e c o m e a n i n f l u e n t i a l f o r c e . I t s t i l l l a c k s i d e n t i t y , c o h e s i o n , a n d 

f o c u s . M u c h o f h u m a n i t y — i n d e e d , t h e m a j o r i t y o f h u m a n i t y — 

s t i l l n e i t h e r s h a r e s n o r i s p r e p a r e d t o s u p p o r t i t . S c i e n c e a n d 

t e c h n o l o g y a r e s t i l l u s e d t o b u t t r e s s i d e o l o g i c a l c l a i m s , t o f o r t i f y 
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n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s , a n d t o r e w a r d n a r r o w l y n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s . 

M o s t s t a t e s a r e s p e n d i n g m o r e o n a r m s t h a n o n s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , 

a n d t h e f o r e i g n - a i d a l l o t m e n t o f t h e t w o m o s t p o w e r f u l s t a t e s i s 

h i g h l y d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o t h e i r a s s e r t e d g l o b a l m i s s i o n s . * I n d e e d , 

i t c a n b e a r g u e d t h a t i n s o m e r e s p e c t s t h e d i v i d e d , i s o l a t e d , a n d 

c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d w o r l d o f o l d h a d m o r e i n n e r c o h e s i o n a n d e n -

j o y e d g r e a t e r h a r m o n y t h a n t h e v o l a t i l e g l o b a l r e a l i t y o f t o d a y . 

E s t a b l i s h e d c u l t u r e s , d e e p l y e n t r e n c h e d t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o n s , a n d 

d i s t i n c t i v e n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t i e s p r o v i d e d a s t a b l e f r a m e w o r k a n d 

firm m o o r i n g s ; d i s t a n c e a n d t i m e w e r e t h e i n s u l a t o r s a g a i n s t e x -

c e s s i v e f r i c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e c o m p a r t m e n t s . T o d a y t h e f r a m e w o r k 

i s d i s i n t e g r a t i n g a n d t h e i n s u l a n t s a r e d i s s o l v i n g . T h e n e w g l o b a l 

u n i t y h a s y e t t o find i t s o w n s t r u c t u r e , c o n s e n s u s , a n d h a r m o n y . 

° It was estimated that in 1966 global arms spending was 40 per cent greater 
than the world's outlays for education and was more than three times greater 
than the world's public-health budget. In that same year the total foreign 
aid extended by the United States was approximately $4 billion, by the 
Soviet Union approximately $330 million (both sets of figures from "World 
Military Expenditures, 1966-1967," U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, Washington, D.C., 1968, especially pp. 9 -12) . 



AMAMM 

PART II 
The Age of 
Volatile Belief 

T h e a g e o f v o l a t i l e b e l i e f i s i n t i m a t e l y l i n k e d w i t h t h e i m -

p a c t o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n o n e x i s t i n g i d e o l o g i e s a n d 

o u t l o o k s o n l i f e . W h a t m a n t h i n k s i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o w h a t m a n 

e x p e r i e n c e s . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o i s n o t c a u s a l b u t 

i n t e r a c t i n g : e x p e r i e n c e a f f e c t s t h o u g h t , a n d t h o u g h t c o n d i t i o n s 

t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f e x p e r i e n c e . T o d a y t h e d o m i n a n t p a t t e r n 

s e e m s i n c r e a s i n g l y t o b e t h a t o f h i g h l y i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , u n s t r u c -

t u r e d , c h a n g i n g p e r s p e c t i v e s . I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s , t h e r e s u l t 

o f t h e m e r g e r o f i d e a s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s , n o l o n g e r a p p e a r t o m a n y 

a s v i t a l a n d r e l e v a n t , w h i l e t h e s k e p t i c i s m t h a t h a s c o n t r i b u t e d 

s o h e a v i l y t o t h e u n d e r m i n i n g o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s n o w 

c l a s h e s w i t h t h e n e w e m p h a s i s o n p a s s i o n a n d i n v o l v e m e n t . T h e 

r e s u l t f o r m a n y i s a n e r a o f f a d s , o f r a p i d l y s h i f t i n g b e l i e f s , w i t h 

e m o t i o n s p r o v i d i n g f o r s o m e t h e u n i f y i n g c e m e n t p r e v i o u s l y s u p -

p l i e d b y i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d w i t h t h e f a d e d r e v o l u t i o n a r y s l o g a n s o f 

t h e p a s t p r o v i d i n g t h e n e e d e d i n s p i r a t i o n f o r f a c i n g a n a l t o g e t h e r 

d i f f e r e n t f u t u r e . 
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S e v e r a l b r o a d p h a s e s c a n b e d i s c e r n e d i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 

c o l l e c t i v e h u m a n c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h a t c o n d i t i o n s o u r r e s p o n s e t o 

r e a l i t y a n d p r o v i d e s t h e f r a m e w o r k f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s t r u c t u r i n g 

t h a t r e a l i t y . T h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s o f r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y w e r e c r u c i a l 

i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t l i n k e d m a n ' s i n d i v i d u a l p r e -

o c c u p a t i o n w i t h h i s i n n e r l i f e t o a u n i v e r s a l G o d , w h o w a s t h e 

s o u r c e o f a s t a n d a r d o f b e h a v i o r b i n d i n g u p o n a l l . R e a l i t y w a s 

G o d - g i v e n , a n d t h e l i n e b e t w e e n t h e finite a n d t h e i n f i n i t e w a s 

b l u r r e d . 

T h e i d e o l o g i c a l p h a s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d t h e 

s p r e a d o f l i t e r a c y i n v o l v e d a m u c h h i g h e r p r o p e n s i t y t o w a r d 

s o c i a l a c t i v i s m a n d e m p h a s i z e d m o r e i m m e d i a t e g o a l s , a s d e f i n e d 

e i t h e r i n t e r m s o f t h e n a t i o n o r s o m e o t h e r c o l l e c t i v e g o o d , t h e 

e x t e r n a l c o n d i t i o n o f m a n b e i n g t h e p r i m a r y f o c u s . A c t i v i s m 

c a l l e d f o r a m o r e e x p l i c i t d e f i n i t i o n o f o u r r e a l i t y , a n d s y s t e m a t i c , 

e v e n d o g m a t i c , i n t e l l e c t u a l f r a m e w o r k s w e r e m e a n t t o m e e t t h a t 

n e e d . 

I n o u r t i m e t h e e s t a b l i s h e d i d e o l o g i e s a r e c o m i n g u n d e r a t t a c k 

b e c a u s e t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d c h a r a c t e r , w h i c h w a s o n c e u s e f u l 

i n m o b i l i z i n g t h e r e l a t i v e l y u n e d u c a t e d m a s s e s , h a s b e c o m e a n 

i m p e d i m e n t t o i n t e l l e c t u a l a d a p t a t i o n , w h i l e t h e i r c o n c e r n w i t h 

t h e e x t e r n a l q u a l i t i e s o f l i f e i s i n c r e a s i n g l y f e l t t o i g n o r e t h e i n n e r , 

m o r e s p i r i t u a l d i m e n s i o n . C o m m i t m e n t t o i n d i v i d u a l a c t i o n , b a s e d 

o n m o r a l i n d i g n a t i o n a n d s t i m u l a t e d b y a m u c h h i g h e r l e v e l o f 

g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n , h a s b e c o m e a s u b s t i t u t e f o r h i g h l y o r g a n i z e d 

a c t i v i t y , t h o u g h i t a v o i d s t h e p a s s i v i t y a n d i n d i f f e r e n c e t o e x t e r n a l 

r e a l i t y t h a t w a s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e p r e - i d e o l o g i c a l a g e . 

C o m p e l l i n g i d e o l o g i e s t h u s a r e g i v i n g w a y t o c o m p u l s i v e i d e a s , 

b u t w i t h o u t t h e e s c h a t o l o g y t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d o t h e r h i s t o r i c a l 

e r a s . Y e t t h e r e i s s t i l l a f e l t n e e d f o r a s y n t h e s i s t h a t c a n d e f i n e 

t h e m e a n i n g a n d t h e h i s t o r i c a l t h r u s t o f o u r t i m e s . I n t h a t s e a r c h 

t h e d o m i n a t i n g p a s s i o n i s e q u a l i t y — a m o n g m e n w i t h i n i n s t i t u -

t i o n s , w i t h i n s o c i e t i e s , a m o n g r a c e s , a n d a m o n g n a t i o n s . E q u a l i t y 

m o t i v a t e s b o t h t h e r e b e l s i n t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s — i n t h e W e s t a n d i n 

t h e E a s t — a n d t h e n e w n a t i o n s i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e b e t t e r 
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e s t a b l i s h e d a n d richer o n e s . T h i s e m p h a s i s , a s w e l l a s t h e f e a r o f 

p e r s o n a l o b s o l e s c e n c e , c a u s e s c o n c e r n i n m a n y t h a t t h e n e w p o s t -

i n d u s t r i a l a g e w i l l r e q u i r e e v e n g r e a t e r d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i n s k i l l s , 

c o m p e t e n c e s , a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l p r e p a r a t i o n , t h e r e b y w i d e n i n g t h e 

d i s p a r i t i e s w i t h i n t h e h u m a n c o n d i t i o n a t a t i m e o f e v e r i n t e n s i -

f y i n g g l o b a l i n t e r a c t i o n . 

" M a n c a m e s i l e n t l y i n t o t h e w o r l d . " 1 B u t t h o u g h h i s c o m i n g 

i s s h r o u d e d i n m y s t e r y — i n t h e s e n s e t h a t w e s t i l l k n o w l i t t l e a b o u t 

t h e a c t u a l b e g i n n i n g s o f h u m a n e x i s t e n c e — f r o m e a r l i e s t k n o w n 

h i s t o r y m a n h a s g i v e n e v i d e n c e o f a n i n t e n s e y e a r n i n g t o u n d e r -

s t a n d h i m s e l f a n d h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . H o w e v e r c r u d e l y a n d p r i m i -

t i v e l y , m a n h a s a l w a y s s o u g h t t o c r y s t a l l i z e s o m e o r g a n i z i n g p r i n -

c i p l e t h a t w o u l d , b y c r e a t i n g o r d e r o u t o f c h a o s , r e l a t e h i m t o t h e 

u n i v e r s e a n d h e l p d e f i n e h i s p l a c e i n i t . 2 

D e s p i t e t h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e i n e a r l i e r t i m e s o f e n t i r e c u l t u r e s , 3 

h u m a n e v o l u t i o n — o r s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t — h a s i n v o l v e d b o t h a n 

e x p a n s i o n i n m a n ' s a w a r e n e s s o f h i m s e l f a n d h i s f e l l o w s a s a h u -

m a n e n t i t y e n d o w e d w i t h c e r t a i n c o m m o n q u a l i t i e s a n d a n i n -

c r e a s i n g l y s y s t e m a t i c i n t e l l e c t u a l e f f o r t t o d e f i n e a n d o r g a n i z e h i s 

e x t e r n a l r e a l i t y m e a n i n g f u l l y . T h e r e h a s t h u s b e e n a t w o r k w h a t 

T e i l h a r d d e C h a r d i n h a s c a l l e d " a n a u g m e n t a t i o n o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s 

• . . a s t r e a m w h e r e b y a c o n t i n u i n g a n d t r a n s m i s s i b l e t r a d i t i o n 

o f r e f l e c t i o n i s e s t a b l i s h e d a n d a l l o w e d t o i n c r e a s e . " 4 

I n t e r m s o f t h e e n t i r e t y o f h u m a n e x i s t e n c e , t h a t " s t r e a m " m a y 

i n d e e d b e a s h o r t o n e , a s t h e c r i t i c s o f t h e n o t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l 

1. The Quest for a 
Universal Vision 



1 o o } II: The Age of Volatile Belief 

p r o g r e s s r e a d i l y p o i n t o u t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y d o e s 

p r o v i d e s t r o n g e v i d e n c e o f g r o w t h — o f t e n h a l t i n g a n d u n e v e n , b u t 

g r o w t h n o n e t h e l e s s — i n m a n ' s c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f a c o m m o n h u m a n 

f a t e , o f c e r t a i n u n i v e r s a l c r a v i n g s , a n d o f c o m m o n m o r a l s t a n -

d a r d . * E v e n w h e n t h e y c o m p e t e , r e l i g i o n s a n d i d e o l o g i e s h a v e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d o n e s o i n t e r m s o f a n d f o r t h e s a k e o f p r i n c i p l e s t h a t 

s e e m , w h e n v i e w e d f r o m a h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , m o r e a n d m o r e 

t o i n v o l v e s e m a n t i c a n d n o t s u b s t a n t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s . T h i s i s n o t t o 

d e n y t h a t p r a c t i c e h a s o f t e n w i d e l y d i f f e r e d ; i t i s , h o w e v e r , r e -

m a r k a b l e t h a t c o n f l i c t s h a v e b e e n w a g e d o v e r c o m p e t i t i v e c l a i m s 

t o a s u p e r i o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f s u c h u n i v e r s a l 

v a l u e s a s d e m o c r a c y , w e l f a r e , i n d i v i d u a l d i g n i t y , a n d p e r s o n a l 

f r e e d o m . 

The Universal Religions 

T h e c r u c i a l b r e a k t h r o u g h i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f h u m a n s e l f -

a w a r e n e s s o n a m a s s s c a l e c a m e w i t h t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s — t h e f i r s t 

u n i v e r s a l s y n t h e s e s t h a t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y e x p a n d e d m a n ' s v i s i o n 

b o t h v e r t i c a l l y a n d h o r i z o n t a l l y : v e r t i c a l l y , t o d e f i n e i n e x t e n d e d 

a n d c o m p l e x t e r m s m a n ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o a G o d t h a t w a s n o t a 

s m a l l g r o u p ' s a l o n e but everyone's; h o r i z o n t a l l y , t o a r t i c u l a t e a 

s e r i e s o f i m p e r a t i v e s t h a t g o v e r n e d m a n ' s o b l i g a t i o n s t o m a n o n 

t h e g r o u n d s t h a t a l l s h a r e d t h e d i v i n e s p a r k . U n i v e r s a l i s m t h u s 

e m e r g e d a s a s t a t e o f m i n d e v e n a t a t i m e w h e n m a n w a s s t i l l 

* We are talking here about our history—of our historical civilization. 
Claude Levi-Strauss is otherwise quite right in pointing out that . . it is 
forgotten that each of the tens or hundreds of thousands of societies which 
have existed side by side in the world or succeeded one another since man's 
first appearance, has claimed that it contains the essence of all the meaning 
and dignity of which human society is capable and, reduced though it may 
have been to a small nomad band or a hamlet lost in the depths of the 
forest, its claim has in its own eyes rested on a moral certainty comparable 
to that which we can invoke in our own case. But whether in their case or 
our own, a good deal of egocentricity and naivety is necessary to believe that 
man has taken refuge in a single one of the historical or geographical modes 
of his existence, when the truth about man resides in the system of their 
differences and common properties" (The Savage Mind, Chicago, 1966, p. 
249). 
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p r o v i n c i a l a n d i s o l a t e d i n m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l c o m -

p a r t m e n t s . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e b i r t h o f t h e u n i v e r s a l r e l i g i o n s r e p r e s e n t s t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f h u m a n i t y qua h u m a n i t y . T h e a s s e r t i o n o f m a n ' s 

e q u a l i t y b e f o r e G o d i n t e r m s o f h i s s p i r i t , h i s c o n s c i e n c e , o r h i s 

s o u l , l a i d t h e b a s i s f o r t h e t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e h u -

m a n b e i n g a n d f o r t h e m u c h l a t e r a s s e r t i o n o f t h e e q u a l i t y o f m e n 

i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l d i m e n s i o n s . I n t h a t s e n s e , p r o s e l y t i z -

i n g C h r i s t i a n i t y , w h i c h u n i v e r s a l i z e d t h e m o r e l i m i t e d G r e e k a n d 

J u d a i c t r a d i t i o n , w a s a p a r t i c u l a r l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e a n d w a s 

v i e w e d a s s u c h b y e s t a b l i s h e d a u t h o r i t y , i n s p i t e o f t h e d i s t i n c t i o n 

i t m a d e b e t w e e n e q u a l i t y b e f o r e G o d a n d o b e i s a n c e t o C a e s a r o n 

C a e s a r s t e r m s . I f h u m a n h i s t o r y c a n b e s a i d t o i n v o l v e b o t h a 

s t r u g g l e a n d a n e v o l u t i o n t o w a r d t h e p r o g r e s s i v e l i b e r a t i o n o f 

m a n , t h e n t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f e q u a l i t y b e f o r e t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l w a s 

t h e first m a j o r s t e p o n t h a t r o a d . 

B u t e a r l y m a n c o u l d n e i t h e r c o n t r o l n o r c o m p r e h e n d e i t h e r 

h i m s e l f o r h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . B o t h w e r e e s s e n t i a l l y a m y s t e r y , a 

g i v e n t o b e a c c e p t e d , w h a t e v e r t h e p a i n s o f l i f e m i g h t b e . A s a 

c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e d i s t a n t f u t u r e b e c a m e a m u c h m o r e i n t e n s e o b -

j e c t o f p r e o c c u p a t i o n t h a n t h e i m m e d i a t e p r e s e n t . T h e i n a b i l i t y 

t o c o p e e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h d i s e a s e , p l a g u e s , i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , a s h o r t 

l i f e s p a n , o r n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s s u c h a s floods a n d c r o p b l i g h t s 

p r o m p t e d m a n t o s e e k r e f u g e i n a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g d e f i n i t i o n s o f 

h i s r e a l i t y . T h e s e i n t u r n p r o v i d e d a t l e a s t p a r t i a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r 

t h e v i e w t h a t h u m a n e n d e a v o r w a s f u t i l e a n d f o r t h e n e c e s s i t y o f 

a c c e p t i n g e v e n t s w i t h f a t a l i s m . B y t a k i n g r e f u g e i n a n a u t o n o -

m o u s , d i s t a n t , d i v i n e f u t u r e , m a n r e l i e v e d h i m s e l f o f t h e o b l i g a -

t i o n t o s t r u g g l e i n t e n s e l y w i t h t h e p r e s e n t u n d e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

h e w a s n e i t h e r i n t e l l e c t u a l l y n o r p r a c t i c a l l y p r e p a r e d f o r . 

E v e n t h e n o t i o n o f " f r e e w i l l " — a c e n t r a l c o m p o n e n t o f t h e m o s t 

a c t i v i s t o f t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s , C h r i s t i a n i t y — b a s i c a l l y i n v o l v e d a n 

i n n e r a c t o f c o n s c i e n c e n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e s t a t e o f g r a c e , r a t h e r 

t h a n a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r m o r a l l y m o t i v a t e d e x t e r n a l a c t i o n . 

N o s t r e s s w a s p l a c e d o n t h e s t r u g g l e t o i m p r o v e e x t e r n a l c o n d i -
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t i o n s , b e c a u s e t h e u n s t a t e d a s s u m p t i o n w a s t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t 

b e f u n d a m e n t a l l y i m p r o v e d . T h e e m p h a s i s w a s o n t h e i n n e r m a n ; 

b y r i v e t i n g h i s a t t e n t i o n o n t h e u n i v e r s a l a n d t h e d i v i n e f u t u r e , 

m a n c o u l d m a s t e r t h e p r e s e n t b y s i m p l y i g n o r i n g i t . M i n i m u m 

s o c i a l a c t i o n w a s m a t c h e d b y m a x i m u m c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e s u p e r -

n a t u r a l . 

T o m e e t t h e c e n t r a l n e e d o f t h e i r t i m e — m a i n l y , t o p r o v i d e m a n 

w i t h a f i r m m o o r i n g i n a w o r l d w h i c h c o u l d n o t b e c o m p r e h e n d e d 

— a n d t o a s s e r t firm c o n t r o l o v e r m a n s s p i r i t , r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s 

c r y s t a l l i z e d i n t o d o g m a s a n d w e r e o r g a n i z e d i n t o i n s t i t u t i o n s . * 

T h e m o r e i n d i v i d u a l l y d e m a n d i n g t h e r e l i g i o n , t h e h i g h e r w a s 

t h e d e g r e e o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n . f ( T h i s h a s p r o m p t e d t h e a n a l -

o g i e s m a d e b y a n u m b e r o f s c h o l a r s b e t w e e n I s l a m a n d C h r i s t i a n -

i t y o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d c o m m u n i s m o n t h e o t h e r . ) 5 W i t h t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n c a m e m o r e a c t i v i s m ( t h e C r u s a d e s a n d t h e 

h o l y w a r s o f I s l a m ) a n d t h e e x e r c i s e o f m u s c l e b y r e l i g i o u s o r g a -

n i z a t i o n s o n t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t . P o w e r w a s a s s e r t e d , h o w e v e r , t o 

e x t e n d t h e c o n q u e s t o f t h e s p i r i t , n o t t o e f f e c t s o c i a l c h a n g e . T h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f b e l i e f t h u s c o m b i n e d t w o f u n c t i o n s : i t w a s 

t h e z e a l o t s ' s e l f - d e f e n s e m e c h a n i s m a g a i n s t a n o n - b e l i e v i n g e n -

v i r o n m e n t , a n d i t w a s a t o o l f o r s u s t a i n e d p r o s e l y t i z a t i o n , o n e d e -

s i g n e d n o t o n l y t o w i n o v e r a d h e r e n t s b u t t o o v e r c o m e t h e i n e r t i a l 

* I do not propose—nor do I feel qualified—to become involved in the debate 
among Marxists, Freudians, and Jungians concerning the autonomy and the 
functionality of religious development. My concern here is with the emer-
gence of a conceptual and institutional framework for defining man's rela-
tionship to his reality. 
t An extreme example is provided by the Catholic Church's insistence on 
celibacy. As one scholar has noted, "Celibacy ensured for it an exclusive 
loyalty of its personnel that was unavailable to other modern religious insti-
tutions. It often contributed to its amazing capacity to resist secular author-
ity. It is worth noting in passing that churches with married priesthoods, 
be they Lutheran, Anglican, or Greek Orthodox (the latter allowing marriage 
only for the lower orders of priests), have not been able to stand up against 
secular authority in a way comparable to that of the Catholic Church. The 
Protestant and Orthodox churches have typically been servants and append-
ages of secular authority. They rarely could afford to resist it. One reason for 
this was precisely that their clerical personnel was deeply involved in the 
mesh of civil social life" (Lewis A. Coser, "Greedy Organizations," European 
Journal of Sociology, Vol. 7, 1967, p. 206). 
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r e s i s t a n c e o f t h e m a s s e s , w h o w e r e l a r g e l y i n d i f f e r e n t t o s p i r i t u a l 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . 6 

A l t h o u g h C h r i s t i a n i t y h a s b e e n t h e m o s t a c t i v i s t o f t h e g r e a t 

r e l i g i o n s a n d h a s t h e r e b y l a i d t h e b a s i s f o r t h e s u b s e q u e n t s e c u l a r 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t s t h a t h a v e d o m i n a t e d W e s t e r n h i s t o r y , 

t h e p r o c e s s o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n — a n d h e n c e t h e e m e r g e n c e o n 

t h e p a r t o f o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n o f a s t a k e i n t h e status quo—has 
t e n d e d t o m u t e t h e r a d i c a l m e s s a g e i n t h e C h r i s t i a n c o n c e p t o f 

h i s t o r y : t h e m o v e m e n t t o w a r d s a l v a t i o n " o n e a r t h a s i n H e a v e n . " 

T h u s i n p r a c t i c e t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s h a v e g r a d u a l l y c o m e t o 

a c c e p t s o c i a l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n a n d e v e n t o b e n e f i t f r o m i t ( a s i n L a t i n 

A m e r i c a ) , a n d s o m e L u t h e r a n v a r i e t i e s h a v e e v e n c o m e t o s a n c -

t i o n i n d o g m a c o n c e p t s o f r a c i a l i n e q u a l i t y t h a t a r e a t e x t r e m e 

v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e i n i t i a l e g a l i t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e 

n e w C h r i s t i a n r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n G o d a n d m a n . 

T h e o t h e r g r e a t r e l i g i o n s h a v e b e e n m o r e p a s s i v e — b o t h i n 

p r a c t i c e a n d i n t h e o r y . B u d d h i s m d o e s n o t c o n t a i n i m p e r a t i v e s 

f o r s o c i a l c h a n g e b u t o f f e r s s a l v a t i o n f r o m r e a l i t y . U n l i k e C h r i s -

t i a n i t y , n i r v a n a d i d n o t s e r v e a s a s p r i n g b o a r d f o r t e m p o r a l a c t i v -

i s m . S i m i l a r l y , I s l a m ' s d o m i n a n t s t r a i n o f f a t a l i s m h a s w o r k e d 

a g a i n s t t h e p r e s e n c e o f a t l e a s t t h a t e l e m e n t o f t e n s i o n b e t w e e n 

" e t e r n a l p e a c e " a n d " h e a v e n o n e a r t h " t h a t i s s o s t r o n g i n C h r i s -

t i a n i t y a n d t h a t h a s p r o m p t e d i t s r e p r e s s e d a c t i v i s m . 7 

The National Identity 

W i t h t h e g r o w t h i n t h e W e s t o f m a n s a b i l i t y t o m a s t e r h i s 

e n v i r o n m e n t , s e c u l a r r a t i o n a l i s m , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a g r e a t e r 

a w a r e n e s s o f s o c i a l c o m p l e x i t y a s w e l l a s b y a b r e a k d o w n i n t h e 

e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e o f r e l i g i o u s a l l e g i a n c e , e m e r g e d t o c h a l l e n g e 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d r e l i g i o n . T h a t r e l i g i o u s a l l e g i a n c e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

r e s t e d o n t h e n a r r o w n e s s a n d o n t h e u n i v e r s a l i s m o f m a n s h o r i -

z o n s : t h e n a r r o w n e s s d e r i v e d f r o m m a s s i v e i g n o r a n c e , i l l i t e r a c y , 

a n d a v i s i o n c o n f i n e d t o t h e i m m e d i a t e e n v i r o n m e n t b y l i m i t e d 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ; t h e u n i v e r s a l i s m w a s p r o v i d e d b y t h e a c c e p t a n c e 
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o f t h e i d e a t h a t m a n ' s d e s t i n y i s e s s e n t i a l l y i n G o d ' s h a n d s a n d 

t h a t t h e l i m i t e d p r e s e n t i s b u t a s t e p p i n g s t o n e t o a n u n l i m i t e d f u -

t u r e . E m e r g i n g s e c u l a r i s m c h a l l e n g e d b o t h d i m e n s i o n s , a n d i n s o 

d o i n g r e q u i r e d f o r t h e e x t e r n a l p r o j e c t i o n o f m a n ' s i d e n t i t y a n i n -

t e r m e d i a r y f o c u s o f l o y a l t y — s o m e t h i n g i n b e t w e e n t h e i m m e d i a t e 

a n d t h e i n f i n i t e . T h e n a t i o n - s t a t e a n d n a t i o n a l i s m w e r e t h e r e -

s p o n s e s . 

T h e d o c t r i n e o f s o v e r e i g n t y c r e a t e d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l b a s i s f o r 

c h a l l e n g i n g t h e s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t y o f e s t a b l i s h e d r e l i g i o n , a n d t h i s 

c h a l l e n g e i n t u r n p a v e d t h e w a y f o r t h e e m e r g e n c e o f t h e a b s t r a c t 

c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e . S o v e r e i g n t y v e s t e d i n t h e p e o p l e , 

i n s t e a d o f s o v e r e i g n t y v e s t e d i n t h e k i n g , w a s t h e c o n s u m m a t i o n 

o f t h e p r o c e s s w h i c h i n t h e t w o c e n t u r i e s p r e c e d i n g t h e F r e n c h 

a n d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n s r a d i c a l l y a l t e r e d t h e s t r u c t u r e o f a u -

t h o r i t y i n t h e W e s t 0 a n d p r e p a r e d t h e g r o u n d f o r a n e w d o m i n a n t 

c o n c e p t o f r e a l i t y . T h e n a t i o n - s t a t e b e c a m e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y t h e 

e m b o d i m e n t o f p e r s o n a l c o m m i t m e n t s a n d t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e 

f o r a n a l y z i n g r e a l i t y . T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t m a r k e d a n e w p h a s e i n 

m a n ' s p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

N a t i o n a l i s m d i d n o t s e e k t o d i r e c t t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o w a r d t h e 

i n f i n i t e , b u t t o a c t i v a t e t h e i m p e r s o n a l m a s s e s f o r t h e s a k e o f 

i m m e d i a t e l y p r o x i m a t e g o a l s . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , t h e s e c o n c r e t e g o a l s 

w e r e d e r i v e d f r o m t h e s t i l l i n t a n g i b l e a n d t r a n s c e n d e n t a l , t h o u g h 

• "In both its religious and its secular versions, in Filmer as well as in 
Hobbes, the import of the new doctrine of sovereignty was the subject's 
absolute duty of obedience to his king. Both doctrines helped political mod-
ernization by legitimizing the concentration of authority and the breakdown 
of the medieval pluralistic political order. They were the seventeenth-century 
counterparts of the theories of party supremacy and national sovereignty 
which are today employed to break down the authority of traditional local, 
tribal, and religious bodies. In the seventeenth century, mass participation in 
politics still lay in the future; hence rationalization of authority meant con-
centration of power in the absolute monarch. In the twentieth century, the 
broadening of participation and the rationalization of authority occur simul-
taneously, and hence authority must be concentrated in either a political 
party or in a popular charismatic leader, both of which are capable of arous-
ing the masses as well as challenging traditional sources of authority. But 
in the seventeenth century the absolute monarch was the functional equiva-
lent of the twentieth century's monolithic party" (Huntington, p. 102). 
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n e w , o b j e c t o f w o r s h i p : t h e n a t i o n . T h e n a t i o n b e c a m e t h e s o u r c e 

o f e c s t a t i c , l y r i c a l a f f e c t i o n , a n d i t w a s t h i s h i g h l y e m o t i o n a l r e -

l a t i o n s h i p , s y m b o l i z e d b y t h e n e w a n t h e m s ( " L a M a r s e i l l a i s e " ) , 

flags, a n d h e r o e s , t h a t s e r v e d t o e n e r g i z e t h e p o p u l a c e . T h e c o n -

c r e t e g o a l s t o o k t h e f o r m o f m a s s i v e p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h f r o n t i e r s , 

i r r e d e n t a , " b r e t h r e n " t o b e r e g a i n e d f r o m f o r e i g n c a p t i v i t y , a n d , 

m o r e g e n e r a l l y , t h e p o w e r a n d t h e g l o r y o f t h e s t a t e a s t h e f o r m a l 

e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e n a t i o n . T h e s t a t e t h u s b e c a m e t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

f o r m f o r t h e n e w d o m i n a n t b e l i e f , w i t h a m o n o p o l i s t i c c l a i m o n 

t h e a c t i v e d e d i c a t i o n t o i t o f m a n , n o w d e s i g n a t e d , first a n d a b o v e 

a l l , a s t h e c i t i z e n . 

T h e d e s i g n a t i o n " m a n t h e c i t i z e n " s y m b o l i c a l l y m a r k s a n o t h e r 

m i l e s t o n e i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f m a n a s a s o c i a l b e i n g . E q u a l i t y b e -

f o r e G o d w a s n o w m a t c h e d b y e q u a l i t y b e f o r e t h e l a w ; s p i r i t u a l 

e g a l i t a r i a n i s m w a s n o w r e i n f o r c e d b y l e g a l e g a l i t a r i a n i s m . I t i s 

o f n o t e t h a t l e g a l e q u a l i t y w a s a s s e r t e d b o t h b y t h e A m e r i c a n 

R e v o l u t i o n , w h i c h s u p p l e m e n t e d i t s s t r e s s o n e q u a l i t y b e f o r e t h e 

l a w w i t h a s t r o n g a t t a c h m e n t t o r e l i g i o u s v a l u e s — i n d e e d , i t d e -

r i v e d t h e f o r m e r f r o m t h e l a t t e r — a n d b y t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , 

w h i c h c o n s t r u c t e d i t s p a n t h e o n o f h u m a n e q u a l i t y b y e x p l i c i t l y 

r e j e c t i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n . I n b o t h c a s e s t h e l e g a l e q u a l i t y 

o f t h e c i t i z e n w a s p o s t u l a t e d a s a u n i v e r s a l p r i n c i p l e — a n d t h u s i t 

m a r k e d a n o t h e r g i a n t s t e p i n t h e p r o g r e s s i v e r e d e f i n i t i o n o f m a n s 

n a t u r e a n d p l a c e i n o u r w o r l d . 

W i t h n a t i o n a l i s m , t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e i n n e r c o n t e m -

p l a t i v e m a n , c o n c e r n e d w i t h h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o G o d , a n d t h e 

e x t e r n a l m a n , c o n c e r n e d w i t h s h a p i n g h i s e n v i r o n m e n t , b e c a m e 

b l u r r e d . N a t i o n a l i s m a s a n i d e o l o g y w a s m o r e a c t i v i s t ; m a n s r e -

l a t i o n s t o m a n w e r e o b j e c t i v i z e d e x t e r n a l l y b y l e g a l n o r m s a n d 

w e r e n o t d e p e n d e n t , a s w a s m a n ' s r e l a t i o n t o G o d , o n p e r s o n a l 

c o n s c i e n c e ; y e t a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f m a n a s a " n a -

t i o n a l " w a s b a s e d l a r g e l y o n a b s t r a c t , h i s t o r i c a l l y d e t e r m i n e d , a n d 

h i g h l y e m o t i o n a l c r i t e r i a . T h i s o u t l o o k i n v o l v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 

v a g u e n e s s a n d e v e n i r r a t i o n a l i t y w h e n u s e d a s a c o n c e p t u a l 

f r a m e w o r k w i t h i n w h i c h r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n n a t i o n s a n d d e v e l o p -
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m e n t s w i t h i n n a t i o n s m i g h t b e u n d e r s t o o d . N a t i o n a l i s m o n l y p a r -

t i a l l y i n c r e a s e d m e n ' s s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ; i t m o b i l i z e d t h e m a c t i v e l y 

b u t f a i l e d t o c h a l l e n g e t h e i r c r i t i c a l f a c u l t i e s ; i t w a s m o r e a m a s s 

v e h i c l e f o r h u m a n p a s s i o n a n d f a n t a s i z i n g t h a n a c o n c e p t u a l 

f r a m e w o r k t h a t m a d e i t p o s s i b l e t o d i s s e c t a n d t h e n d e l i b e r a t e l y 

r e a s s e m b l e o u r r e a l i t y . 

Ideological Universalism 

T h a t i s w h y M a r x i s m r e p r e s e n t s a f u r t h e r v i t a l a n d c r e a t i v e 

s t a g e i n t h e m a t u r i n g o f m a n ' s u n i v e r s a l v i s i o n . M a r x i s m i s s i m u l -

t a n e o u s l y a v i c t o r y o f t h e e x t e r n a l , a c t i v e m a n o v e r t h e i n n e r , 

p a s s i v e m a n a n d a v i c t o r y o f r e a s o n o v e r b e l i e f : i t s t r e s s e s m a n ' s 

c a p a c i t y t o s h a p e h i s m a t e r i a l d e s t i n y — f i n i t e a n d d e f i n e d a s m a n ' s 

o n l y r e a l i t y — a n d i t p o s t u l a t e s t h e a b s o l u t e c a p a c i t y o f m a n t o 

t r u l y u n d e r s t a n d h i s r e a l i t y a s a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r h i s a c t i v e 

e n d e a v o r s t o s h a p e i t . T o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h a n a n y p r e v i o u s m o d e 

o f p o l i t i c a l t h i n k i n g , M a r x i s m p u t s a p r e m i u m o n t h e s y s t e m a t i c 

a n d r i g o r o u s e x a m i n a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l r e a l i t y a n d o n g u i d e s t o 

a c t i o n d e r i v e d f r o m t h a t e x a m i n a t i o n . 

T h o u g h i t m a y b e a r g u e d t h a t t h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l l y r i g o r o u s 

m e t h o d w a s e v e n t u a l l y s u b v e r t e d b y i t s s t r o n g c o m p o n e n t o f d o g -

m a t i c b e l i e f , M a r x i s m d i d e x p a n d p o p u l a r s e l f - a w a r e n e s s b y 

a w a k e n i n g t h e m a s s e s t o a n i n t e n s e p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h s o c i a l 

e q u a l i t y a n d b y p r o v i d i n g t h e m w i t h b o t h a h i s t o r i c a l a n d a m o r a l 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r i n s i s t i n g u p o n i t . M o r e t h a n t h a t , M a r x i s m r e p r e -

s e n t e d i n i t s t i m e t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d a n d s y s t e m a t i c m e t h o d f o r 

a n a l y z i n g t h e d y n a m i c o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , f o r c a t e g o r i z i n g i t , 

a n d f o r e x t r a p o l a t i n g f r o m i t c e r t a i n p r i n c i p l e s c o n c e r n i n g s o c i a l 

b e h a v i o r . I t d i d s o i n a m a n n e r t h a t l e n t i t s e l f t o t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o 

h i g h l y s i m p l i f i e d p r i n c i p l e s t h a t p r o v i d e d e v e n t h e r e l a t i v e l y u n -

e d u c a t e d w i t h t h e f e e l i n g t h a t t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f p h e n o m e n a 

h a d b e e n b a s i c a l l y s h a r p e n e d a n d t h a t t h e i r r e s e n t m e n t s , f r u s t r a -

t i o n s , a n d v a g u e a s p i r a t i o n s c o u l d b e c h a n n e l e d i n t o h i s t o r i c a l l y 

m e a n i n g f u l a c t i o n s . 
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B e c a u s e o f t h i s , M a r x i s m a p p e a l e d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y t o m a n s 

e t h i c a l , r a t i o n a l , a n d P r o m e t h e a n i n s t i n c t s . T h e e t h i c a l c o m p o -

n e n t , s u s t a i n e d b y m a n ' s e m o t i o n s , d r e w o n t h e J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n 

h e r i t a g e ; t h e r a t i o n a l r e s p o n d e d t o m a n s i n c r e a s e d d e s i r e t o c o m -

p r e h e n d t h e d y n a m i c o f h i s m a t e r i a l e n v i r o n m e n t m o r e s y s t e m -

a t i c a l l y ; a n d t h e P r o m e t h e a n s t o o d f o r " m a n ' s f a i t h i n h i s p o w e r s , 

f o r t h e n o t i o n t h a t h i s t o r y i s m a d e b y t h e p e o p l e a n d t h a t n o t h i n g 

c a n h e m i n t h e i r a d v a n c e t o p e r f e c t i o n . " 8 

I n t h i s s e n s e , M a r x i s m h a s s e r v e d a s a m e c h a n i s m o f h u m a n 

" p r o g r e s s , " e v e n i f i t s p r a c t i c e h a s o f t e n f a l l e n s h o r t o f i t s i d e a l s . 

T e i l h a r d d e C h a r d i n n o t e s a t o n e p o i n t t h a t " m o n s t r o u s a s i t i s , 

i s n o t m o d e r n t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m r e a l l y t h e d i s t o r t i o n o f s o m e t h i n g 

m a g n i f i c e n t , a n d t h u s q u i t e n e a r t o t h e t r u t h ? " 9 E l s e w h e r e h e 

o b s e r v e s t h a t " a l l t h e p e o p l e s , t o r e m a i n h u m a n o r t o b e c o m e 

m o r e s o , a r e i n e x o r a b l y l e d t o f o r m u l a t e t h e h o p e s a n d p r o b l e m s 

o f t h e m o d e r n e a r t h i n t h e v e r y s a m e t e r m s i n w h i c h t h e W e s t 

h a s f o r m u l a t e d t h e m . " 1 0 W h a t h e d o e s n o t s a y i s t h a t f o r m a n y 

o u t s i d e t h e i m m e d i a t e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e W e s t a n d i t s C h r i s t i a n 

t r a d i t i o n i t h a s b e e n M a r x i s m t h a t h a s s e r v e d t o s t i r t h e m i n d a n d 

t o m o b i l i z e h u m a n e n e r g i e s p u r p o s e f u l l y . 

M o r e o v e r , M a r x i s m h a s d e c i s i v e l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n a n d s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n o f t h e d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t t o 

d e f i n e t h e n a t u r e o f o u r e r a a n d o f m a n ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h i s t o r y 

a t a n y g i v e n s t a g e i n t h a t h i s t o r y . E m p h a s i s o n t h i s q u e s t i o n h a s 

c o m p e l l e d r e f l e c t i o n o n t h e r e l a t i v e i m p o r t a n c e o f d i f f e r e n t f o r c e s 

o f c h a n g e , t h e w e i g h i n g o f a l t e r n a t i v e h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , 

a n d a t l e a s t t h e a t t e m p t a t t e n t a t i v e j u d g m e n t . M o r e o v e r , i t h a s 

p r o v o k e d a s e r i e s o f s u b o r d i n a t e q u e s t i o n s , a l l h e l p f u l i n f o r c i n g 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f c h a n g e a n d i n c o m p e l l i n g a d j u s t m e n t s t o i t : W i t h i n 

t h e g i v e n e r a , w h a t p a r t i c u l a r p h a s e s c a n b e d e c i p h e r e d ? I s a n y 

g i v e n p h a s e o n e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n , o f g r e a t e r s t a b i l i t y , o f 

s h i f t i n g l o c a l e o f c o n f l i c t , o f a n e w s e t o f a l l i a n c e s ? W h o a r e o u r 

p r e s e n t p r i n c i p a l f o e s — s u b j e c t i v e l y a n d o b j e c t i v e l y ? W h o a r e 

n o w o u r a l l i e s ? W h a t a r e t h e s o u r c e s o f p r i n c i p a l , s e c o n d a r y , a n d 

t e r t i a r y d a n g e r s ? 
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P e r i o d i c , f o r m a l , p u r p o s e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f s u c h q u e s t i o n s 

c o m p e l s s y s t e m a t i c p r o b i n g o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c e n e . T h i s i s n o t 

t o s a y t h a t c o n t e m p o r a r y c o m m u n i s t s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n s u c c e s s -

f u l i n a c c u r a t e l y p e r c e i v i n g t h e m e a n i n g o f n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p h e n o m e n a . I n d e e d , t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e i r a n a l y t i c a l t o o l s 

p r o v i d e a f a u l t l e s s g u i d e t o t h e i n n e r m e a n i n g o f t h i n g s h a s o f t e n 

l e d t h e m a s t r a y . U n w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t t h e n o t i o n o f t h e r e l a t i v i t y 

a n d e l u s i v e n e s s o f t r u t h , t h e y h a v e e l e v a t e d t h e i r i n e s c a p a b l y 

p a r t i a l i n s i g h t s i n t o a b s o l u t e d o g m a s a n d r e d u c e d c o m p l e x i s s u e s 

t o g r o s s o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , t o d e f i n e c o m m u n i s m — t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d e x -

p r e s s i o n o f M a r x i s m — p r i m a r i l y a s " a d i s e a s e o f t h e t r a n s i t i o n 

f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l t o m o d e r n s t a t u s , " 1 1 o r t o a s s e r t t h a t " M a r x i s m 

i s , i n f a c t , n o t h i n g b u t a n e p i p h e n o m e n o n o f t e c h n i c a l d e v e l o p -

m e n t , a p h a s e o f t h e p a i n f u l m a r r i a g e o f m a n a n d t e c h n i q u e , " 1 2 

i s t o n e g l e c t w h a t w i l l p r o b a b l y r e m a i n t h e m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n 

o f M a r x i s m : i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y a n d b r o a d e n i n g i n f l u e n c e , w h i c h 

o p e n e d m a n ' s m i n d t o p r e v i o u s l y i g n o r e d p e r s p e c t i v e s a n d d r a m -

a t i z e d p r e v i o u s l y n e g l e c t e d c o n c e r n s . T o s a y a s m u c h i s n o t t o 

i g n o r e t h e s u b s e q u e n t l y e n s l a v i n g e f f e c t o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d M a r x -

i s m — e s p e c i a l l y w h e n i n p o w e r — o r i t s a n a l y t i c a l i n a b i l i t y t o c o p e 

w i t h t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e a d v a n c e d t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y w o r l d ; i t i s 

t o a s s e r t t h a t i n t h e g r a d u a l e v o l u t i o n o f m a n s u n i v e r s a l v i s i o n 

M a r x i s m r e p r e s e n t s a s i m p o r t a n t a n d p r o g r e s s i v e a s t a g e a s t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f n a t i o n a l i s m a n d o f t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s . 

I n a l l t h r e e c a s e s — r e l i g i o n , n a t i o n a l i s m , a n d M a r x i s m — t h e 

b r e a k t h r o u g h h a d m a n y a n t e c e d e n t s a n d d i d n o t s u d d e n l y c o m e 

a b o u t a s t h e r e s u l t o f a n e n t i r e l y a u t o n o m o u s a c t o f c r e a t i v e 

g e n i u s . M a r x c a p i t a l i z e d o n t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a c h i e v e m e n t s o f h i s 

i m m e d i a t e p r e d e c e s s o r s , f o r s o m e o f w h o m s o c i a l i s m h a d a s t r o n g 

r e l i g i o u s b a s i s . * S i m i l a r l y , n a t i o n a l i s m a n d t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s 

w e r e t h e a r t i c u l a t e s y n t h e s e s o f m o o d s , o f a t t i t u d e s , a n d o f a c e r -

* Pierre Leroux (1797-1871) was among the first to analyze the term "so-
cialism" conceptually and to use it in his writings. He saw in socialism the 
fulfillment of religious imperatives. 
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t a i n s o c i a l r e c e p t i v i t y t h a t h a d m a t u r e d o v e r a v e r y l o n g p e r i o d 

o f t i m e . A l s o , i n a l l t h r e e c a s e s t h e b r e a k t h r o u g h i n p e r c e p t i o n 

w a s f o l l o w e d b y p e r v e r s i o n i n p r a c t i c e : r e l i g i o u s w a r s a n d t h e 

I n q u i s i t i o n ; n a t i o n a l h a t r e d s e x p r e s s e d i n u n p r e c e d e n t e d m a s s 

s l a u g h t e r ; b r u t a l t e r r o r , p u r g e s , a n d t o t a l i t a r i a n s u b j u g a t i o n o f 

t h e m i n d a s w e l l a s t h e b o d y i n t h e n a m e o f a " h u m a n i s t " 

i d e o l o g y . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n a l l t h r e e c a s e s t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l h o r i z o n s o f m a n , 

o n c e w i d e n e d , c o u l d n o t a g a i n b e n a r r o w e d . E q u a l i t y b e f o r e a 

u n i v e r s a l G o d a n d t h e e m p h a s i s o n i n d i v i d u a l c o n s c i e n c e , e q u a l -

i t y b e f o r e t h e l a w a n d a c o m m i t m e n t t o a s o c i a l e n t i t y l a r g e r t h a n 

t h e i m m e d i a t e o n e , s o c i a l e q u a l i t y a n d a c o n c e r n f o r a n a l y t i c a l l y 

d i s s e c t i n g t h e d y n a m i c t h r u s t o f h i s t o r y — a l l h a v e c u m u l a t i v e l y 

h e l p e d t o r e f i n e a n d e n l a r g e m a n s p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s -

n e s s . G i v e n t h e d o m i n a n t r o l e o f t h e a c t i v i s t W e s t i n s h a p i n g t h e 

o u t l o o k o f o u r t i m e s , n o w , i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y , a l m o s t e v e r y o n e — o f t e n w i t h o u t k n o w i n g i t — i s t o s o m e 

e x t e n t a C h r i s t i a n , a n a t i o n a l i s t , a n d a M a r x i s t . 

I t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t f o r i n s t i t u t i o n s t o a s s e r t d o g m a t i -

c a l l y t h e p r i s t i n e p u r i t y o f t h e d o c t r i n e s t h a t t h e y c l a i m t o e m -

b o d y . T h i s i s a s t r u e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s a s o f c o m m u n i s t 

p a r t i e s ; i n s o m e o f t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s t h i s d i f f i c u l t y a l s o 

i n v o l v e s — e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e p a r t o f t h e y o u n g — a c r i s i s i n a l -

l e g i a n c e t o t h e p r o c e d u r e s o f l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y . 

T o d a y t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f i d e a s t o i n s t i t u t i o n s i s t u r b u l e n t : i n -
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s t i t u t i o n s r e s i s t i d e a s l e s t t h e y l e a d t o c h a n g e s t h a t u n d e r m i n e t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d t h e e x p o n e n t s o f i d e a s r e b e l a g a i n s t i n s t i t u t i o n s 

b e c a u s e o f t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n s t r a i n t s s a i d t o b e i n h e r e n t i n t h e i r 

e x i s t e n c e . 

T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s p a r t o f t h e p r o g r e s s i v e s e c u l a r i z a t i o n o f 

o u r l i f e . A n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h i s p r o c e s s i s p l a y e d b y t h e c h a n g e d 

c h a r a c t e r o f c o n t e m p o r a r y c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , w h i c h p e r m i t s r a p i d 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f i d e a s a n d i m a g e s , a n d r e q u i r e s l e s s r e l i a n c e o n 

a n o r g a n i z e d e f f o r t t o p r o s e l y t i z e . T o d a y , m o r e p e o p l e a r e e x p o s e d 

t o i m p r e s s i o n s t h a t a r e b o t h m o r e fluid a n d m o r e v o l a t i l e t h a n e v e r 

b e f o r e . T h e r e i s n o l o n g e r t h e s a m e n e e d t o c h a l l e n g e r i g i d a n d 

t r a d i t i o n a l t a b o o s w i t h a l t e r n a t i v e a n d m o r e a p p e a l i n g v i s i o n s , 

o r t o o v e r c o m e s o c i a l i n e r t i a w i t h o r g a n i z e d m o b i l i z a t i o n o f e f f o r t . 

A l l t h i s p u t s i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s o n t h e d e f e n s i v e : m o r e a n d 

m o r e t h e i r e f f o r t s a r e d e s i g n e d t o r e t a i n t h e p o s i t i v e l o y a l t y o f 

t h e i r a d h e r e n t s a n d t o c o m b a t i n f l u e n c e s t h a t a r e i n i m i c a l t o s t r u c -

t u r e d , f o r m a l i z e d , a n d h i g h l y i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s . 

W r i t i n g a l m o s t a c e n t u r y a g o , M a r x o b s e r v e d t h a t " u p t i l l n o w 

i t h a s b e e n t h o u g h t t h a t t h e g r o w t h o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m y t h s d u r i n g 

t h e R o m a n E m p i r e w a s p o s s i b l e o n l y b e c a u s e p r i n t i n g w a s n o t 

y e t i n v e n t e d . P r e c i s e l y t h e c o n t r a r y . T h e d a i l y p r e s s a n d t h e t e l e -

g r a p h , w h i c h i n a m o m e n t s p r e a d i n v e n t i o n s o v e r t h e w h o l e 

e a r t h , f a b r i c a t e m o r e m y t h s ( a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s c a t t l e b e l i e v e a n d 

e n l a r g e u p o n t h e m ) i n o n e d a y t h a n c o u l d h a v e f o r m e r l y b e e n 

d o n e i n a c e n t u r y . " 1 3 W h e n t o t h e p r e s s a n d t e l e g r a p h i s a d d e d 

t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y g l o b a l r o l e o f r a d i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n , a n d t o r e l i -

g i o n a r e a d d e d c o n t e m p o r a r y i d e o l o g i e s , M a r x ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s b e -

c o m e e v e n m o r e p e r t i n e n t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o d e v e l o p m e n t s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e m e a n s o f d i s -

s e m i n a t i o n a n d t h e p a c e o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y i n d u c e d s o c i a l c h a n g e , 

a n o t h e r f a c t o r i s a t w o r k . I n t h e v i e w o f m a n y c o n c e r n e d p e o p l e , 

e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n , t h e f u s i o n o f r e l i g i o n s 

o r i d e o l o g i e s w i t h i n s t i t u t i o n s h a s r e s u l t e d i n b u r e a u c r a t i c r i g i d i t y 

a s w e l l a s d i s t o r t i o n i n v a l u e s . T h e l o n g t r a d i t i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l -

i z e d r e l i g i o n ' s c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n t h e i n n e r m a n h a s p r o m p t e d s o c i a l 
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p a s s i v i t y a n d de facto i n d i f f e r e n c e t o c o n c r e t e h u m a n d i l e m m a s , 

i n s p i t e o f s t a t e d c o m m i t m e n t s t o h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m ; t h e m o r e c o n -

t e m p o r a r y i d e o l o g i c a l p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h m o b i l i z i n g t h e e x t e r n a l 

m a n h a s r e s u l t e d i n p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s w h o s e p r a c t i c e r e f u t e s t h e 

m o r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e i r o f t e n p r o c l a i m e d h u m a n i t a r i a n o b j e c -

t i v e s . I f i n t h e first c a s e t h e s p i r i t u a l e l e v a t i o n o f m a n h a s p e r -

m i t t e d h i s s o c i a l d e p r i v a t i o n , i n t h e s e c o n d t h e a s s e r t i o n o f m a n ' s 

s o c i a l p r i m a c y h a s p r e c i p i t a t e d h i s s p i r i t u a l d e g r a d a t i o n . 

Institutional Marxism 

M o r e o v e r , m a n y p e o p l e f e e l t h a t b o t h o n t h e e x t e r n a l , e n v i r o n -

m e n t a l l e v e l o f h u m a n e x i s t e n c e a n d o n t h e i n n e r , c o n t e m p l a t i v e 

o n e , c u r r e n t i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s n o l o n g e r p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e 

r e s p o n s e s t o c o n t e m p o r a r y p r o b l e m s . D e s p i t e t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a d -

v a n c e t h a t M a r x i s m r e p r e s e n t s i n o u r t h i n k i n g , i t d o e s n o t s u f f i c e 

a s t h e s o l e b a s i s f o r m e a n i n g f u l c o m p r e h e n s i o n o f o u r r e a l i t y . D i s -

c o v e r i e s i n m o d e r n s c i e n c e , a d v a n c e s i n t h e s t u d y o f t h e h u m a n 

p s y c h e , a n d e v e n c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t s c a n 

n o l o n g e r b e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y i n t e r p r e t e d b y e x c l u s i v e r e l i a n c e o n 

t h e M a r x i s t f r a m e w o r k . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e n e g l e c t o f t h e 

s p i r i t u a l e l e m e n t a n d t h e r e n e w e d s e a r c h f o r t h e t r u e n a t u r e o f 

i n n e r m a n — a s e a r c h m a d e m o r e u r g e n t b e c a u s e o f s c i e n t i f i c d e -

v e l o p m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e n a t u r e o f t h e h u m a n b r a i n a n d p e r s o n -

a l i t y — h a v e f u r t h e r e x p o s e d t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f M a r x i s m a s t h e s o l e 

b a s i s f o r d e f i n i n g t h e m e a n i n g o f h u m a n e x i s t e n c e . 

T h a t l i m i t a t i o n i s a c c e n t u a t e d b y t h e l i n k b e t w e e n M a r x i s t 

i d e a s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e f o r m o f b u r e a u c r a t i c a n d d o g m a t i c 

c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s . P r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e M a r x i s m a s a b o d y o f i d e a s 

a n d a s a s o c i o - e c o n o m i c m e t h o d h a s b e c o m e s o m u c h a p a r t o f 

t h e W e s t e r n i n t e l l e c t u a l h e r i t a g e , i t s i n t e l l e c t u a l v i t a l i t y a n d p o -

l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e — t h e l a t t e r c o n c e i v e d o f i n b r o a d t e r m s a s a 

s o u r c e o f i n f l u e n c e f o r s o c i a l p r o g r a m s — n o l o n g e r d e p e n d o n a n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f z e a l o t s . S u c h o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s n e e d e d t o p r o s e l y t -

i z e , t o s e i z e p o w e r , a n d t o h o l d i t . S p e c i f i c R u s s i a n c o n d i t i o n s l e d 
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t o t h e L e n i n i s t f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l u t i l i t y o f s u c h a p a r t y 

a n d o f t h e a b s o l u t e n e c e s s i t y o f s u b o r d i n a t i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o i t . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c e l e m e n t s t h a t u n a v o i d a b l y 

g a i n e d c o n t r o l o v e r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o n c e i t h a d c o m e t o p o w e r 

n a t u r a l l y t e n d e d t o p u t a h i g h e r p r i o r i t y o n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a n 

o n t h e i d e a s t h a t t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s s u p p o s e d t o u p h o l d a n d , 

p r e s u m a b l y , t o n o u r i s h . A s a r e s u l t , t h e e x i s t e n c e o f c o m m u n i s t 

p a r t i e s h a s c o m e t o b e a n e f f e c t i v e i m p e d i m e n t t o t h e f u r t h e r 

a c c e p t a n c e a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f M a r x i s t t h o u g h t . T h e p a r t i e s ' 

b u r e a u c r a t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e i r i n h e r e n t c o n c e r n f o r t h e i r i n s t i -

t u t i o n a l v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s — e v e n a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e M a r x i s t d o c -

t r i n e t h a t t h e y a r e s a i d t o e m b o d y — t h e i r f e a r o f i n t e l l e c t u a l e x -

p l o r a t i o n , a l l h a v e c u m u l a t i v e l y s t i m u l a t e d b o t h o p p o s i t i o n o n t h e 

o u t s i d e a n d i d e o l o g i c a l s t e r i l i t y o n t h e i n s i d e . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h i s s t e r i l i t y i s t h e s t r i k i n g f a c t t h a t t h e S o v i e t 

c o m m u n i s t p a r t y h a s n o t p r o d u c e d a single c r e a t i v e a n d i n f l u e n -

t i a l M a r x i s t t h i n k e r i n t h e fifty y e a r s s i n c e i t s e i z e d p o w e r i n 1 9 1 7 . 

( M o r e o v e r , i t s l e a d i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l l i g h t s , t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f w h o s e 

c r e a t i v i t y a n t e d a t e d 1 9 1 7 , w e r e p h y s i c a l l y l i q u i d a t e d u n d e r S o v i e t 

r u l e . ) T h i s i s r e m a r k a b l e , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f f i c i a l l y 

a t t a c h e d t o " c r e a t i v e " M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m b y t h e first c o m m u n i s t 

p a r t y e v e r t o h a v e c o m e t o p o w e r . E l s e w h e r e p r o b i n g a n d i n f l u -

e n t i a l M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h e r s — G e o r g e L u k a c s , E r n s t B l o c h , A d a m 

S c h a f f , o r L e s z e k K o l a k o w s k i — h a v e i n v a r i a b l y e i t h e r c o m e i n t o 

s h a r p c o n f l i c t w i t h p a r t y d i s c i p l i n e o r h a v e e v e n t u a l l y b e e n d r i v e n 

o u t o f t h e p a r t y . 

A s l o n g a s M a r x i s m w a s a n i s o l a t e d s c h o o l o f t h o u g h t , t h e p a r t y 

c o u l d s e r v e a s a n e f f e c t i v e m e c h a n i s m f o r c a r r y i n g i t t o t h e 

m a s s e s a n d , m o r e g e n e r a l l y , a s t h e s e l f - a p p o i n t e d a g e n t o f h i s t o r y , 

t h e d i r e c t i o n o f w h i c h M a r x i s m c l a i m e d t o h a v e c o r r e c t l y i d e n -

t i f i e d . B u t o n c e M a r x i s m h a d b e c o m e p a r t o f t h e w o r l d s h i s t o r i c 

m a i n s t r e a m , t o i n s i s t o n i t s s e p a r a t e , i n s t i t u t i o n a l i d e n t i t y a n d 

e x c l u s i v i t y w a s t o d i m i n i s h i t s i n f l u e n c e a n d t o s t i f l e i t s c r e a t i v i t y . 

Y e t t h a t i s p r e c i s e l y w h a t t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s h a v e c o n t i n u e d 

t o d o , a n d t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a s e v e n e x -
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t e n d e d t h a t c l a i m b y a s s e r t i n g i t s r i g h t t o p a s s o n t h e c o r r e c t n e s s 

o f o t h e r p a r t i e s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . 

T h e r e s u l t h a s b e e n i n c r e a s i n g i n d i f f e r e n c e t o d o c t r i n e a m o n g 

t h e g e n e r a l m e m b e r s h i p a n d i n c r e a s i n g d i s a f f e c t i o n a m o n g t h e 

m o r e c r e a t i v e M a r x i s t t h i n k e r s . T h i s i s n o t t o s a y t h a t s o c i a l i s t 

i d e a s h a v e b e c o m e d i s c r e d i t e d . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , e v e n i n E a s t e r n 

E u r o p e , w h e r e c o m m u n i s m h a s h a d t o c o m p e t e w i t h a n t i - S o v i e t 

n a t i o n a l i s m , t h e a d m i t t e d l y l i m i t e d a n d v e r y f r a g m e n t a r y d a t a 

a v a i l a b l e o n p u b l i c a t t i t u d e s i n d i c a t e t h a t s o c i a l i s m — b r o a d l y 

c o n c e i v e d o f a s a n a t t e m p t t o c r e a t e a m o r e j u s t s o c i e t y t h r o u g h 

p u b l i c w e l f a r e , m a s s a c c e s s t o e d u c a t i o n , s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , p u b l i c 

o w n e r s h i p o f t h e p r i n c i p a l m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , a n d s o c i a l e g a l i -

t a r i a n i s m — h a s w i d e p o p u l a r s u p p o r t , w h e r e a s c o m m u n i s m a s a n 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f h a s n o t . * S i m i l a r l y , i n t h e W e s t m o s t n o n -

s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s n o w a c c e p t t h e w e l f a r e s o c i e t y a s d e s i r a b l e a n d 

* Data to that effect come from polls taken both within a given country and 
among Eastern European travelers to the West. Thus, in a 1961 poll con-
ducted in Warsaw among university students, 2 per cent identified themselves 
as "definitely Marxist" in outlook and 16 per cent as "on the whole, yes." 
One may assume that these two categories would represent the upper limit 
of student willingness to accept the official ideology, although many among 
the 16 per cent presumably would rebel against excessive party orthodoxy; 
27-5 per cent said "definitely no" and 31 per cent "on the whole, no" to the 
question "Do you consider yourself a Marxist?" At the same time, however, 
28.1 per cent expressed the definite desire to see the world "evolve toward 
some form of socialism" and 44.5 per cent responded "on the whole, yes," for 
a total of 72.6 per cent expressing a generalized preference for socialism 
(East Europe, April 1966, p. 19). 

The gap between the generalized acceptance of socialism and the self-
identification as Marxists is probably a good measure of the distinction made 
above. 

Similarly, in a sample of 490 Polish visitors to the West in i960 (people 
who were subsequently returning to Poland), 61 per cent defined communism 
as "a bad idea, badly carried out," while 14 per cent felt that it was "a 
good idea, badly carried out." The overwhelming majority however, endorsed 
postwar programs providing for a welfare state, education for all, agrarian 
reform, and nationalization of heavy industry (Some Aspects of the Social-
Psychological and Political Climate in Poland, Audience Research Survey, 
Radio Free Europe, Munich, 1961, pp. 21, 24). A similar poll conducted 
among 119 Hungarians yielded 73 per cent and 8 per cent, respectively, and 
again there was considerable endorsement of the measures adopted after 
World War II (Political Attitudes and Expectations of ng Hungarians, 
Audience, pp. 38, 43). 
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n o r m a l , t h o u g h n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e q u i r i n g e x t e n s i v e n a t i o n a l i z a -

t i o n . T h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h e x p r e s s e d m u c h t h e s a m e p o i n t o f 

v i e w i n t h e r e m a r k a b l e p a p a l e n c y c l i c a l " M a t e r e t M a g i s t r a " 

( 1 9 6 1 ) . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , " i n s t i t u t i o n a l M a r x i s m , " o r c o m m u n i s m , n o l o n g e r 

c o n f r o n t s a n i n t e l l e c t u a l r e a l i t y t h a t i s h o s t i l e e i t h e r t o i t s s o c i a l 

a s p i r a t i o n s o r e v e n t o s o m e o f t h e u n d e r l y i n g a s s u m p t i o n s . I t n o 

l o n g e r f a c e s a w o r l d t h a t i n t e l l e c t u a l l y r e j e c t s M a r x i s m — t h a t i s , 

a v i r g i n t e r r i t o r y t o b e a t t a c k e d b y z e a l o u s m i s s i o n a r i e s c o l l e c -

t i v e l y o r g a n i z e d . B y t h e s a m e t o k e n , t h e o n l y h i s t o r i c a l f u n c t i o n 

o f t h e c l o s e d L e n i n i s t - t y p e p a r t y n o w a p p e a r s t o b e t o h e l p c o m -

m u n i s t s w h o a r e i n p o w e r t o s t a y i n p o w e r . A s a r e s u l t , a M a r x i s t 

t h i n k e r c a n n o l o n g e r b e a c o m m u n i s t i f h e w i s h e s t o r e m a i n a 

t h i n k e r . 

T h a t L e n i n i s t l i n k b e t w e e n i d e a s a n d p o w e r — w i t h a l l t h e i n -

h e r e n t r e s t r a i n t s a n d p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s t o w a r d d o g m a t i s m t h a t i t 

i n v o l v e s — d r i v e s a w a y f r o m c o m m u n i s m b o t h t h e " t r u t h - s e e k i n g " 

a n d t h e " e f f i c i e n c y - s e e k i n g " i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 1 4 T h e f o r m e r g r o u p — 

t y p i c a l l y t h e p h i l o s o p h e r s , h u m a n i s t s , a n d w r i t e r s — r e a c t s a g a i n s t 

t h e e x c e s s i v e c o n c e r n w i t h t h e e x t e r n a l , a c t i v e m a n ; i t s e e k s t o 

r e s t o r e a n d r e n e w c o n c e r n w i t h t h e i n n e r m e a n i n g o f l i f e a n d t o 

c o n f r o n t s u c h s o c i o - p s y c h i c p h e n o m e n a a s a l i e n a t i o n ; i t a l s o s e e s 

a b a s i c i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e q u e s t f o r p e r s o n a l f r e e d o m 

t h a t M a r x i s m i s s a i d t o e m b o d y a n d M a r x i s m ' s i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n 

a s a s y s t e m o f p o w e r . T h e m o s t a r t i c u l a t e a n d m o v i n g c o n d e m n a -

t i o n s o f t h e s y s t e m h a v e u s u a l l y c o m e f r o m t h i s g r o u p . I n n o n -

c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s , t h i s g r o u p a l s o c o n t a i n s m u c h o f w h a t h a s 

c o m e t o b e c a l l e d t h e " N e w L e f t , " w h i c h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l l y p r e o c -

c u p i e d w i t h t h e " l a r g e r " q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 

C o h n - B e n d i t — t h e r a d i c a l l e a d e r o f t h e F r e n c h s t u d e n t s i n 1 9 6 8 — 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y r e s e r v e d h i s s h a r p e s t b a r b s f o r t h e F r e n c h C o m -

m u n i s t P a r t y . 1 5 

A n o t h e r t h r e a t t o t h e e s t a b l i s h e d l i n k b e t w e e n i d e o l o g y a n d 

i n s t i t u t i o n i s t h e c h a l l e n g e f r o m t h e " e f f i c i e n c y - s e e k i n g " i n t e l -

l e c t u a l s — t y p i c a l l y t h e e c o n o m i s t s , t h e s c i e n t i s t s , a n d t h e n e w 
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managers. T h e y a r e p r i m a r i l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h s o c i o - e c o n o m i c e f f i -

c i e n c y , a n d t h e y s e e i n t h e e l e v a t i o n o f d o g m a s a n d i n t h e s u b -

o r d i n a t i o n o f i d e a s t o i n s t i t u t i o n s — w i t h t h e r e s u l t i n g c o n s e r v a -

t i v e d o g m a t i s m — a m a j o r i m p e d i m e n t t o p o s i t i v e s o c i a l c h a n g e . 

L e s s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e i n n e r m a n , m o r e p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h s a t i s -

f y i n g t h e d e m a n d s o f t h e e x t e r n a l m a n , t h e y d o n o t p o s e a h e a d -

o n c h a l l e n g e t o t h e s y s t e m . B u t b e c a u s e t h e i r a t t a c k i s o b l i q u e — 

a n d b e c a u s e t h e a t t a c k e r s t h e m s e l v e s a r e b e c o m i n g b o t h m o r e 

n u m e r o u s a n d s o c i a l l y m o r e i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o a n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y 

— t h e i r c h a l l e n g e i s m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o s u p p r e s s . T h e t r u t h - s e e k e r s 

c o n f r o n t h e a d o n ; i n t h e c a s e o f w e a k e r , m o r e d i s o r g a n i z e d s y s -

t e m s t h e y h a v e o c c a s i o n a l l y b e e n s u c c e s s f u l , o n l y t o b e l a t e r 

c r u s h e d b y t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f s u p e r i o r p o w e r . T h e e f f i c i e n c y -

s e e k e r s d o n o t c o n f r o n t ; t h e y s e e k t o e r o d e . B o t h t h e i r s u c c e s s e s 

a n d t h e i r d e f e a t s — s e e n i n t h e c y c l e o f c o m m u n i s t e c o n o m i c r e -

f o r m s a n d s u b s e q u e n t r e t r e a t s — a r e l e s s v i s i b l e , l e s s e x t e n s i v e , 

b u t p e r h a p s m o r e t a n g i b l e . 

A t s o m e p o i n t , h o w e v e r , e v e n t h e e f f i c i e n c y - o r i e n t e d g r o u p w i l l 

h a v e t o a d d r e s s i t s e l f t o t h e m o r e b a s i c q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

n a t u r e o f m a n a n d t h e p u r p o s e o f s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e . U n t i l i t d o e s 

s o , t h e r e i s a l w a y s t h e l i k e l i h o o d t h a t t h e r u l i n g e l i t e c a n a t l e a s t 

t e m p o r a r i l y s u c c e e d i n c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z i n g t h e s c i e n t i f i c c o m m u -

n i t y , i n e x t r a c t i n g i t s t a l e n t s , a n d i n c o r r u p t i n g i t w i t h a s y s t e m o f 

r e w a r d s — a l l t h e w h i l e r e s e r v i n g t o i t s e l f t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e 

l a r g e r o b j e c t i v e s . 

C o n s c i o u s o f t h i s d a n g e r a n d r e a c t i n g a g a i n s t t h e d o g m a t i c 

b u r e a u c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n , c o n t e m p o r a r y M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h e r s h a v e 

b e e n i n c l i n e d t o a s s e r t t h e p r i m a c y o f h u m a n r e a s o n a n d c o n -

s c i e n c e o v e r v e s t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s a n d t o p o i n t o u t t h e 

i n e s c a p a b l e l i m i t a t i o n s o f a n y i d e o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k o n e m a y 

a p p l y t o r e a l i t y . L e s z e k K o l a k o w s k i , w r i t i n g i n 1 9 5 6 , r e f l e c t e d 

a w i d e s p r e a d m o o d w h e n h e a t t a c k e d t h e d e g r a d e d n o t i o n o f 

' M a r x i s t " a s n o l o n g e r m e a n i n g " a p e r s o n w h o r e c o g n i z e s a 

d e f i n i t e , m e a n i n g f u l v i e w o f t h e w o r l d , b u t a p e r s o n o f a d e f i n i t e 

i n t e l l e c t u a l m a k e - u p w h o i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y h i s r e a d i n e s s t o 
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r e c o g n i z e t h e v i e w s e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y . " 1 6 R e j e c t i n g " i n -

s t i t u t i o n a l M a r x i s m , " K o l a k o w s k i a s s e r t e d t h a t p a r t y i n t e r f e r e n c e 

i n s c i e n t i f i c p u r s u i t s i s , b y d e f i n i t i o n , u n - M a r x i s t , s i n c e i t c o n t r a -

d i c t s t h e e s s e n c e o f M a r x i s m : a d e l i b e r a t e , s c i e n t i f i c , a n d r a t i o n a l 

i n q u i r y a i m i n g a t t h e c l o s e s t a p p r o x i m a t i o n o f t h e t r u t h . I n a 

s i m i l a r v e i n , Y u g o s l a v p h i l o s o p h e r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e Z a g r e b 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l j o u r n a l Praxis—a m a g a z i n e n o t e d f o r i t s i n s i s t e n c e 

t h a t " M a r x i s m " a n d " i n s t i t u t i o n a l t r u t h " a r e c o n t r a d i c t o r y t e r m s 

— r i d i c u l e d t h e v i e w s o f a S o v i e t p h i l o s o p h e r w h o h a d " a s s e r t e d 

t h a t t h e P a r t y ' s C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e f o r m e d t h e b e s t s o l u t i o n s t o 

t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h e o r e t i c a l q u e s t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

o n e s ; i n h i s o p i n i o n , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p h i l o s o p h i c a l t a s k t o d a y 

i s ' t h e a m a l g a m a t i o n o f a l l f o r c e s w i t h i n t h e s o c i a l i s t c a m p . ' " I n 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e S o v i e t v i e w a Y u g o s l a v p h i l o s o p h e r n o t e d t h a t 

" t h e r e s o l u t i o n s p a s s e d b y t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e a r e n o p h i l o s o -

p h y w h a t s o e v e r . " 1 7 

M o r e f u n d a m e n t a l s t i l l h a s b e e n t h e c h a l l e n g e t o t h e n o t i o n 

t h a t M a r x i s m a s a s c i e n c e o f h i s t o r y p r o v i d e s b o t h p r a c t i c a l a n d 

e t h i c a l g u i d e s t o t h e f u t u r e . T h e m o r e c r i t i c a l r e v i s i o n i s t s a n d 

t h e m o r e o u t s p o k e n o p p o n e n t s o f t h e f u s i o n o f M a r x i s t t h o u g h t 

a n d a L e n i n i s t - t y p e p a r t y h a v e c h a l l e n g e d t h a t p r e m i s e a s w e l l . 

K o l a k o w s k i p u t i t p a r t i c u l a r l y e l o q u e n t l y : 

A philosophy of history worthy of consideration describes only 
what has existed, the past, and not the creative future of the 
historical process. For this reason, those who wish to subordinate 
their own engagement in future processes to the pronouncements 
of the philosophy of history are only tourists who write their 
names on the walls of dead cities. Everybody can, if he wishes, 
interpret himself historically and discover the determinants to 
which he was subject in the past. But he cannot do so with 
respect to the self he has not yet become. He cannot deduce his 
own future development from the pronouncements of the philos-
ophy of history in which he trusts. To work such a miracle would 
mean to become the irrevocable past oneself; that is, to cross the 
river of death which, the poet says, no one ever sees twice.18 

E v e n r e l a t i v e l y o r t h o d o x M a r x i s t t h i n k e r s — s u c h a s A d a m 

S c h a f f — w h o h a v e a c t i v e l y d e f e n d e d t h e f u s i o n o f i d e a s a n d i n -
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s t i t u t i o n s h a v e e v e n t u a l l y h a d t o c o n f r o n t t h e c h o i c e b e t w e e n 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o i n s t i t u t i o n a l l o y a l t y a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l 

i n t e g r i t y a t t h e e x p e n s e o f g o o d s t a n d i n g i n t h e p a r t y . I n b e l a t e d l y 

o p t i n g f o r t h e l a t t e r , S c h a f f f r e e l y c o n c e d e d t h a t h i s o w n t h i n k i n g 

c o u l d n o l o n g e r b e c o n f i n e d t o t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e , d o g m a t i c — a n d 

h e n c e i n s t i t u t i o n a l — d e f i n i t i o n o f M a r x i s m a n d t h a t h e n o w h a d 

t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t h i s m o r e d e v e l o p e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

s o c i o l o g y o f M a r x i s m r e q u i r e d r e l i a n c e o n n o n - M a r x i s t p e r s p e c -

t i v e s a n d i n s i g h t s . 1 9 A m e r e d e c a d e e a r l i e r , S c h a f f h a d s t i l l b e e n 

o n e o f t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e o r t h o d o x c r i t i c s o f v i e w s e x p o u n d e d b y 

h i s f e l l o w P o l e , K o l a k o w s k i , b y t h e E a s t G e r m a n W o l f g a n g 

H a r i c h , a n d b y t h e Y u g o s l a v r e v i s i o n i s t s . 0 

I t h a s b e e n s a i d e a r l i e r t h a t M a r x i s m , d i s s e m i n a t e d o n t h e 

p o p u l a r l e v e l i n t h e f o r m o f c o m m u n i s m , r e p r e s e n t e d a m a j o r 

a d v a n c e i n m a n s a b i l i t y t o c o n c e p t u a l i z e h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h i s 

w o r l d . I t e n d e d a n e p o c h i n m a n s h i s t o r y t h a t m i g h t b e c a l l e d 

t h a t o f h i s t o r i c a l u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s . I t g a v e m a n a s e n s e o f t h e 

s o c i a l d y n a m i c a n d s t i m u l a t e d a c o n s c i o u s c o n c e r n w i t h i t . I n 

s p i t e o f i t s m a t e r i a l i s t i c d e t e r m i n i s m , i t c a r r i e d — a n d t h a t w a s t h e 

s o u r c e o f m u c h o f i t s a p p e a l — a n e s s e n t i a l l y e t h i c a l m e s s a g e . I t 

d i d s o o n t h e b a s i s o f a d o c t r i n e t h a t a s s e r t e d t h a t i t w a s d e r i v e d 

f r o m a t o t a l l y r a t i o n a l m e t h o d o f i n q u i r y . I t s s u c c e s s , t h e r e f o r e , 

h e l p e d t o s t i m u l a t e a r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t t r u t h s d e r i v e d f r o m s e e m -

i n g l y i r r a t i o n a l b e l i e f s a n d a g a i n s t i n s t i t u t i o n s a s s e r t i n g a m o n o p -

o l y o n t h e t r u t h . B u t t h a t w h i c h w a s n e c e s s a r y t o h e l p t e r m i n a t e 

t h e a g e o f h i s t o r i c a l u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s — e s p e c i a l l y o n a p o p u l a r 

l e v e l — b e c a m e c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e i n t h e a g e o f s c i e n c e , r a p i d 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n , a n d a c c e l e r a t i n g c h a n g e . 

I n i t i a l l y t h e i d e o l o g y o f a n a r r o w l y b a s e d , w e a k , a n d r e l a t i v e l y 

i s o l a t e d i n t e l l e c t u a l c l a s s t h a t a s p i r e d t o h a r n e s s b o t h h i s t o r y a n d 

t h e p o p u l a r m a s s e s , i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d M a r x i s m h a s b e c o m e t h e 

o f f i c i a l d o c t r i n e o f n o n i n t e l l e c t u a l b u r e a u c r a t s w h o a r e s u p p o r t e d 

* For another example among many, see the December 1968 issue of Partelet 
(the Hungarian party journal), containing a communique on the expulsion 
from the Budapest Philosophical Institute of several Hungarian philosophers, 
some of whom had advocated a "pluralist" concept of Marxism. 
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b y m i l l i o n s ( r o u g h l y t e n p e r c e n t o f t h e a d u l t p o p u l a t i o n i n m o s t 

c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s ) f o r w h o m f o r m a l m e m b e r s h i p i s m o r e o f t e n 

a n e x p r e s s i o n o f c o n s e r v a t i v e s o c i a l o r t h o d o x y o r p r o f e s s i o n a l 

o p p o r t u n i s m t h a n a n i d e o l o g i c a l o r a n i n t e l l e c t u a l c o m m i t m e n t . 

T o b u t t r e s s a n i n s t i t u t i o n f r o m w h i c h t h e c r e a t i v e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

c o n t e n t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y d r a i n e d , t h e p r e s i d i n g o f f i c i a l s h a v e m o r e 

a n d m o r e t a k e n r e f u g e i n s t a t e n a t i o n a l i s m a s t h e p r i n c i p a l e m o -

t i o n a l b o n d w i t h t h e m a s s e s . T h e e f f e c t — p a r a d o x i c a l a n d c r u e l i n 

i t s h i s t o r i c a l i r o n y — i s t o m a k e c o m m u n i s m i n p o w e r i n c r e a s i n g l y 

r e l i a n t o n t h e u n c o n s c i o u s a n d t h e e m o t i o n a l f a c t o r s w h i c h M a r x -

i s m h a d s o u g h t t o s u p e r s e d e . 2 0 

Organized Christianity 

E q u a l l y d r a m a t i c , t h o u g h d i f f e r e n t i n s u b s t a n c e , i s t h e p r o b l e m 

c o n f r o n t e d t o d a y b y e s t a b l i s h e d r e l i g i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

U n l i k e c o m m u n i s m , c o n t e m p o r a r y C h r i s t i a n i t y i s n o l o n g e r a 

s y s t e m o f p o w e r ; i t s t e m p o r a l a u t h o r i t y i s n o t o n l y l i m i t e d b u t 

s h r i n k i n g . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , i t i s b o t h a s y s t e m o f d o c t r i n e s a n d 

a n i n s t i t u t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i t s C a t h o l i c e x p r e s s i o n . T h e t e n s i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e b e l i e f s a n d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n i s a n c i e n t , o f t e n p a i n f u l , 

h i s t o r y f o r t h e C h u r c h , b u t t h e p r o b l e m h a s b e e n g i v e n a n e w 

d i m e n s i o n b y t h e e f f o r t s i n i t i a t e d b y P o p e s J o h n X X I I I a n d P a u l 

V I , a n d e x p r e s s e d b y t h e S e c o n d E c u m e n i c a l C o u n c i l ( V a t i c a n 

I I ) , t o r e i n v i g o r a t e t h e C h u r c h . 2 1 T h e s e e f f o r t s a r e t a k i n g p l a c e 

i n a s e t t i n g t h a t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y i n v o l v e s b o t h u n p r e c e d e n t e d i n -

t e r e s t o n t h e p a r t o f c o n c e r n e d C h r i s t i a n s ( n o t o n l y C a t h o l i c s ) 

a n d w i d e s p r e a d e v i d e n c e o f i n c r e a s i n g i n d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e p r e -

s c r i b e d r e l i g i o u s f o r m s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e r e i s b o t h m a s s i v e 

i n v o l v e m e n t i n c h a n g e , w h i c h m e a n s t h a t t h e o f f i c i a l g u a r d i a n s 

o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n c a n n o t f u l l y c o n t r o l i t , a n d u n c e r t a i n t y c o n c e r n -

i n g t h e b e s t w a y s t o m a k e t h e C h u r c h a g a i n t r u l y r e l e v a n t , w i t h -

o u t d i l u t i n g i t s s p i r i t u a l i d e n t i t y . 

T h e f u n d a m e n t a l d i l e m m a c o n f r o n t e d b y t h e C h u r c h , i n t h e 

w o r d s o f U n a m u n o , i s t h a t " C a t h o l i c i s m o s c i l l a t e s b e t w e e n m y s -
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t i c i s m , w h i c h i s t h e i n w a r d e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e l i v i n g G o d i n C h r i s t , 

a n i n t r a n s m i t t a b l e e x p e r i e n c e , t h e d a n g e r o f w h i c h , h o w e v e r , i s 

t h a t i t a b s o r b s o u r o w n p e r s o n a l i t y i n G o d , a n d s o d o e s n o t s a v e 

o u r v i t a l l o n g i n g — b e t w e e n m y s t i c i s m a n d t h e r a t i o n a l i s m w h i c h 

i t fights a g a i n s t ; i t o s c i l l a t e s b e t w e e n r e l i g i o n i z e d s c i e n c e a n d 

s c i e n t i f i c i z e d r e l i g i o n . " 2 2 T o o p t f o r o n e i s t o b e d e p r i v e d o f t h e 

o t h e r . Y e t n e i t h e r w i l l d o b y i t s e l f : m y s t i c i s m w o u l d m e a n w i t h -

d r a w a l f r o m t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d ; s c i e n t i s m w o u l d m e a n 

a b s o r p t i o n b y i t . 

T h i s i s a n o l d d i l e m m a f o r t h e C h u r c h , a n d i t h a s b e e n p o s e d 

a n d a n s w e r e d i n d i f f e r e n t w a y s a t d i f f e r e n t h i s t o r i c a l s t a g e s . 

" M a t e r e t M a g i s t r a " a n d V a t i c a n I I — o c c u r r i n g i n a n a g e s h a p e d 

b y i d e o l o g i c a l c o n f l i c t , s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n , m a s s p o p u l a r a w a k -

e n i n g , p o l i t i c a l p a s s i o n , a n d r e l i g i o u s q u i e s c e n c e — c a n b e v i e w e d 

a s a n e f f o r t t o s a t i s f y t h r e e b r o a d o b j e c t i v e s : first, t o u p d a t e t h e 

C h u r c h ' s i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e , s o t h a t i t i s n o t a n i m p e d i m e n t 

t o t h e v i t a l i t y o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l c o m p o n e n t ( t o u s e a t e r m a p p l i e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c h a p t e r ) a n d s o t h a t t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s 

a g a i n b e c o m e m e a n i n g f u l t o b o t h t h e i n n e r a n d e x t e r n a l d i m e n -

s i o n s o f h u m a n l i f e ; s e c o n d , b e t t e r t o f o c u s t h e e n e r g i e s o f t h e 

C h u r c h a s a w h o l e o n s o c i a l p r o b l e m s t h a t r a n g e f r o m p e r s o n a l 

p o v e r t y a n d s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n e q u a l i t y ; a n d , fi-

n a l l y , t o h e a l d o c t r i n a l s p l i t s w i t h i n C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d e n d t h e e r a 

o f b i g o t r y a n d c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d n o n - C h r i s t i a n 

r e l i g i o n s . 

T h e e f f o r t — p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e i t d i d m o v e t h e C h u r c h s o m e w h a t 

i n t h e d e s i r e d d i r e c t i o n s — p r o d u c e d n e w s t r a i n s i n t h e r e l a t i o n -

s h i p b e t w e e n i d e a s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s . I n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m , c o n -

d u c t e d a t a t i m e w h e n p r e s s u r e s f o r t h e o l o g i c a l a d j u s t m e n t s h a v e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m e f r o m t h e C h u r c h h i e r a r c h y i t s e l f ( a s i n t h e c a s e 

o f c o m m u n i s m , t h e s e p r e s s u r e s h a v e m o r e o f t e n c o m e f r o m t h e 

p e r i p h e r y t h a n f r o m t h e c e n t e r : w h a t Y u g o s l a v i a h a s b e e n t o 

t h e K r e m l i n t h e N e t h e r l a n d s h a s b e c o m e t o t h e V a t i c a n ! ) , h a s 

p r o m p t e d a p r o f o u n d c r i s i s o f p a p a l a u t h o r i t y . P o p e P a u l s r e i t e r a -

t i o n o f t h e b a n o n a r t i f i c i a l c o n t r a c e p t i o n ( i n " H u m a n a e V i t a e , " 
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1 9 6 8 ) , w h i c h c a m e s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e a d o p t i o n b y V a t i c a n I I o f t h e 

c o n c e p t o f c o l l e g i a l i t y i n C h u r c h a f f a i r s , p r o v o k e d s t r o n g n e g a t i v e 

r e a c t i o n s f r o m v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l C o u n c i l s o f B i s h o p s ; t h e s e r e a c -

t i o n s i n t u r n p r o m p t e d t h e P o n t i f f t o w a r n a g a i n s t " a t t i t u d e s 

w h i c h d e p a r t e d m o r e t h a n a l i t t l e f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l d o c t r i n e 

o f t h e C h u r c h a n d m e n a c e d o r d e r i n t h e b o s o m o f t h e C h u r c h 

h e r s e l f . " * 2 3 

Y e t t h e V a t i c a n c o u l d n o t s t i f l e t h e t h e o l o g i c a l u n r e s t . A l m o s t 

e c h o i n g t h e d e m a n d s o f M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h e r s f o r a n u n f e t t e r e d 

M a r x i s t d i a l o g u e , C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g i a n s ( n o t a b l y i n a p u b l i c s t a t e -

m e n t r e l e a s e d i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 6 8 b y f o r t y o f t h e l e a d i n g t h e o l o -

g i a n s ) d e n o u n c e d e f f o r t s b y t h e V a t i c a n C u r i a t o r e s o l v e 

t h e o l o g i c a l i s s u e s b y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e fiat. T h e y a s s e r t e d t h e i r r i g h t 

t o c o m p l e t e f r e e d o m o f i n q u i r y , s u b j e c t t o n o i n s t i t u t i o n a l l i m i t a -

t i o n s w h a t e v e r . 

T h e i n c r e a s e d e m p h a s i s o n s o c i a l q u e s t i o n s — a r t i c u l a t e d w i t h 

c o m p a s s i o n i n " M a t e r e t M a g i s t r a " — p r e s e n t e d a d i f f e r e n t c h a l -

l e n g e . I n t e n s e i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e w o r l d , a n d p a r -

t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e , c o u l d n o t h e l p 

b u t f o c u s t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h o n e x t e r n a l m a n , o f t e n 

p l a c i n g t h e C h u r c h i n d i r e c t c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h s o c i a l i s t o r c o m -

m u n i s t m o v e m e n t s . Y o u n g e r , m o r e s o c i a l l y i n v o l v e d C a t h o l i c s 

s a w i n t h a t c o m p e t i t i o n — e s p e c i a l l y i n L a t i n A m e r i c a — t h e o n l y 

p o s s i b l e s a l v a t i o n f o r t h e C h u r c h ' s m i s s i o n ; c o n s e r v a t i v e s f e a r e d 

t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h i n t o m e r e l y a n o t h e r t e m p o r a l 

r a d i c a l m o v e m e n t . P a r t i c u l a r l y b i t t e r w a s t h e c o n f l i c t i n t h o s e 

a r e a s w h e r e t h e i s s u e h a d i m m e d i a t e r e l e v a n c e , s u c h a s n o r t h e a s t 

B r a z i l . 2 4 T h e r e , a s e l s e w h e r e , c o n s e r v a t i v e s f e l t t h a t w h a t t h e 

C h u r c h w o u l d g a i n i n t h e s h o r t r u n w o u l d c o s t i t t o o m u c h i n t h e 

l o n g r u n : s o c i a l r e l e v a n c e w o u l d b e g a i n e d a t t h e c o s t o f l o s s o f 

i d e n t i t y . M o r e g e n e r a l l y , t h e y a r g u e d t h a t s o c i a l s u c c e s s — n o l e s s 

* The Pope was not alone in facing this quandary. The New York Times of 
January 16, 1969, reported that Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, discussed "the crisis of authority" with 
Pope Paul VI. It cited Dr. Blake as having said, "We find ourselves facing the 
same issues in both the World Council and in the member churches." 
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t h a n e c o n o m i c s u c c e s s — c o u l d b e d e t r i m e n t a l t o s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . 

I t m a y b e a s s u m e d t h a t f r o m t h e i r p o i n t o f v i e w t h e e x p e r i e n c e 

o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s n o t r e a s s u r i n g . ® 

E c u m e n i s m a l s o p r o m p t e d b o t h i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d d o c t r i n a l t e n -

s i o n . P u r i s t s f e a r e d t h a t i t w o u l d a c c e l e r a t e t h e d i l u t i o n o f 

d o c t r i n a l c o n t e n t a n d t r a n s f o r m t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n t h e m o r e 

a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s i n t o a v a g u e e t h i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n e n g a g e d , 

t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r s i m i l a r b o d i e s , i n s o c i a l g o o d w o r k s . E v e n 

m o r e p e r p l e x i n g t o t h e p u r i s t s w a s t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a n " e c u -

m e n i c a l " d i a l o g u e b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n s a n d c o m m u n i s t s , i n w h i c h 

C a t h o l i c s t o o k a n a c t i v e p a r t . T h a t s u c h a d i a l o g u e c o u l d d e v e l o p , 

e v e n t h o u g h i t r e c e i v e d r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e n o t i c e , w a s i t s e l f p r o o f o f 

t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h e x c l u s i v i s t i c c l a i m s t o a b s o l u t e t r u t h — t h o u g h 

n o t f o r m a l l y a b a n d o n e d b y e i t h e r s i d e — n o l o n g e r d o m i n a t e d 

e i t h e r t h e W e s t e r n m i n d o r e v e n t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w e r e t h e m -

s e l v e s t h e p r o d u c t s o f t h e M a n i c h a e a n t r a d i t i o n , f 

* "Protestantism has become so identified with economic success, respecta-
bility, and middle-class virtues that large numbers of the clergy and laity 
alike appear to have lost sight of basic spiritual goals" (Gerhard Lenski, The 
Religious Factor, Garden City, N.Y., 1963, p. 352). 
f "Without us, Communists, I fear that your Christian love, marvellous 
though it is, will continue to be ineffective; without you, Christians, our 
struggle risks again confinement to a horizon without stars" (Roger Garaudy, 
as quoted by Le Monde (Hebdomadaire), May 5-11, 1966). These words 
of a leading French Communist ideologue, once a strong Stalinist and a 
member of the Politburo, addressing a mixed Christian-Marxist colloquium 
organized by the Catholics, convey the extent to which previously frozen 
views are today in flux. Of the many meetings between Christians and Marx-
ists, perhaps the most significant have been those organized by the Paulus 
Gesellschaft, starting in Salzburg in 1965, followed by meetings in Herren-
chiemsee in 1966 (where the above remark was made) and in Marianske 
Lazne, Czechoslovakia, in 1967. The third meeting brought together two 
hundred and one Christian and Marxist philosophers, theologians, and scien-
tists from sixteen European countries and the United States (but not from 
the Soviet Union, which chose to abstain). 

The theme of the third meeting was "Creativity and Freedom in a Human 
Society" (the first two having dealt with "Christianity and Marxism Today" 
and "Christian Humaneness and Marxist Humanism"). At this meeting both 
sides expressed the view that the human personality can develop only in a 
setting of freedom; that both Christianity and Marxism must revitalize and 
open up their institutions and their doctrines; that the human personality 
cannot be fully understood on the existential and particularly the material 
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I t w o u l d , h o w e v e r , b e m i s l e a d i n g t o c o n s t r u e t h i s d i a l o g u e a s 

a f u n d a m e n t a l b r e a k t h r o u g h i n t h e d o c t r i n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 

C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d M a r x i s m . T h e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n v o l v e d w e r e i n -

d i v i d u a l s w h o , g i v e n t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n c e r n s , t h e m s e l v e s r e -

flected t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d i d e a s ; t h e y i n h e r e n t l y 

r e s e n t e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o l i m i t t h e s c o p e o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

i n q u i r y . B o t h s i d e s t h u s r e p r e s e n t e d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l f r i n g e s a n d 

n o t t h e v e r y c e n t e r s o f b u r e a u c r a t i c p o w e r . T h e c e n t e r s t h e m -

s e l v e s d i s p l a y e d s o m e a m b i v a l e n c e , n o t s o m u c h a b o u t t h e m e e t -

i n g s — w h i c h t h e y t o l e r a t e d , i n p a r t , f o r r e a s o n s o f p o l i t i c a l t a c t i c s 

— b u t a b o u t t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 

s y s t e m s o f t h o u g h t w e r e s a i d t o h a v e b e e n o b s c u r e d b y t h e 

r e s p e c t i v e s p o k e s m e n . * 

T h e s e l i m i t a t i o n s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , t h e d i s c u s s i o n s , w h i c h 

d o u b t l e s s w i l l c o n t i n u e a n d e x p a n d , h a d b r o a d s i g n i f i c a n c e . T h e y 

level; that the state ought to be neutral on ethical and philosophical prob-
lems and that humanist Marxism must guarantee pluralism as the precondi-
tion for human freedom; and, finally, that both Christianity and Marxism 
involve a continuous, never-ending search for the most complete fulfillment 
of human freedom. (The above is a paraphrase of the conclusions reached 
by Charles Andras in his research paper on "Christians and Marxists in 
Marianske Lazne," RFE, July 10, 1967, which contains the best analysis of 
this meeting that I have seen. See also the valuable study by Kevin Devlin, 
"The Catholic-Communist 'Dialogue,'" Problems of Communism, May-June 
1966, and especially the additional material on Latin America contained in 
the Spanish edition; and Charles Andras, "The Christian-Marxist Dialogue," 
East Europe, March 1968.) 

One outgrowth of this dialogue was a remarkable little volume dealing 
with the philosophical and social problems of modernity, authored joindy 
by a leader of the French Communist Party and by a member of the Society 
of Jesus (Roger Garaudy and Quentin Lauer, S.J., A Christian-Communist 
Dialogue, New York, 1968). 
* Subsequent to the meetings, there were reaffirmations from both sides, e.g., 
by the leadership of the French Communist Party, by the French Council of 
Bishops, and by Vatican spokesmen, that the dialogue could not be construed 
as involving any change in basic doctrinal attitudes. In a sense, these state-
ments confirmed the point made by one of the more prominent Catholic par-
ticipants that a true dialogue will not be possible until each side surmounts 
the tradition of "monolithism," which elevates both the "ecclesiastical soci-
ety" and the party into the centers of history (Father Giulio Girardi of the 
Salesian University of Rome, as cited by Le Monde [Hehdomadaire], May 
5-11, 1966; he repeated the same themes at Marianske Lazne [Andras, 
"The Christian Marxist Dialogue," p. 13]). 
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i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o c o n f i n e t h e 

s e a r c h f o r a m o r e m e a n i n g f u l u n i v e r s a l v i s i o n w i t h i n i n s t i t u -

t i o n a l l y d e f i n e d f r a m e w o r k s , s i n c e t h e v e r y e x i s t e n c e o f t h e i n -

s t i t u t i o n s d e p e n d s o n t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e a n d 

e x c l u s i v e i d e n t i t y . T h a t i s w h y w h a t a p p e a r s o n t h e s u r f a c e t o 

b e m o d e s t a n d l i m i t e d h a s i n f a c t b e e n a m a j o r s t e p a w a y f r o m 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l W e s t e r n v i e w o f s u c h d i a l o g u e a s a n a t h e m a . 2 5 

T h e r e f o r m s a n d t h e d e b a t e s w i t h i n C a t h o l i c i s m h a v e a l r e a d y 

h a d t h e e f f e c t , i n m a n y a r e a s o f p e r s o n a l l i f e , o f s u p p l a n t i n g t h e 

a u t h o r i t y o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n b y t h e r u l e o f o n e s c o n s c i e n c e . ( S u c h , 

f o r e x a m p l e , h a s b e e n t h e r e a c t i o n o f m a n y b i s h o p s a n d C a t h o l i c 

l a y m e n t o t h e i s s u e o f b i r t h c o n t r o l . ) T o a s p i r i t u a l l y m o t i v a t e d 

p e r s o n , c o n s c i e n c e c a n b e a s t r i c t e r t e a c h e r t h a n C h u r c h a u t h o r -

i t y , b u t f o r m o s t p e o p l e r e l i a n c e o n c o n s c i e n c e i n e s c a p a b l y h a s 

t h e e f f e c t o f m a k i n g t h e C h u r c h i n c r e a s i n g l y i r r e l e v a n t . I t w a s 

t h i s d i l e m m a w h i c h m o r e a n d m o r e l e d P o p e P a u l V I t o a d o p t 

a p o s i t i o n — i n s p i t e o f h i s e a r l i e r c o m m i t m e n t t o i n n o v a t i o n — 

m o l d e d b y t h e n e e d f o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l d e f e n s e : " T o d a y , a s a n y o n e 

c a n s e e , o r t h o d o x y , t h a t i s t h e p u r i t y o f d o c t r i n e , d o e s n o t s e e m 

t o o c c u p y f i r s t p l a c e i n t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f C h r i s t i a n s . H o w m a n y 

t h i n g s , h o w m a n y t r u t h s a r e q u e s t i o n e d a n d p u t u p t o d o u b t ? 

H o w m u c h l i b e r t y i s c l a i m e d a s r e g a r d s t h e a u t h e n t i c h e r i t a g e o f 

C a t h o l i c d o c t r i n e , n o t o n l y i n o r d e r t o . . . b e t t e r e x p l a i n i t t o 

t h e m a n o f o u r t i m e , b u t a t t i m e s t o s u b j e c t i t t o t h a t r e l a t i v i s m 

i n w h i c h p r o f a n e t h o u g h t . . . s e e k s i t s n e w e x p r e s s i o n , o r t o 

a d a p t i t . . . t o c o n t e m p o r a r y t a s t e a n d t h e r e c e i v i n g c a p a c i t y o f 

m o d e r n m e n t a l i t y ? " 2 6 

T h e P o p e w a s r i g h t i n n o t i n g t h a t " o r t h o d o x y . . . d o e s n o t 

s e e m t o o c c u p y first p l a c e i n t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f C h r i s t i a n s . " T h i s 

i s s o n o t o n l y o n t h e l e v e l o f f o r m a l , o v e r t c o m p l i a n c e w i t h c e r -

t a i n e s t a b l i s h e d r i t u a l s b u t e v e n i n r e g a r d t o t h e m o r e b a s i c 

s u b s t a n c e o f b e l i e f , a s i s s h o w n b y T a b l e 8 , c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m 

1 9 6 8 G a l l u p p o l l s . T h e r e l a t i v e l y l o w l e v e l o f r e g u l a r c h u r c h 

a t t e n d a n c e — w h i l e s i g n i f i c a n t i n r e v e a l i n g i n c r e a s i n g d i s r e g a r d 

f o r t h e m o s t b a s i c b u t a l s o t h e m i n i m a l r i t u a l i s t i c r e q u i r e m e n t — 
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w a s n o t a s r e v e a l i n g a s t h e s t r i k i n g g a p b e t w e e n t h o s e w h o b e -

l i e v e i n G o d a n d t h o s e w h o b e l i e v e i n l i f e a f t e r d e a t h . T h e e s s e n c e 

o f t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h i s t h a t t h e f o r m e r g u a r a n t e e s t h e l a t t e r . G o d 

w i t h o u t b e l i e f i n l i f e a f t e r d e a t h i s s o m e t h i n g e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m t h e C h r i s t i a n G o d . 

T h e p o l l d a t a , t h o u g h f r a g m e n t a r y a n d s u p e r f i c i a l , n e v e r t h e l e s s 

h i g h l i g h t a p r o b l e m . O n t h e o n e h a n d , t h e p o l l i n d i c a t e s a c r i s i s 

o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , h o w e v e r , i t s u g g e s t s 

t h a t i t w o u l d b e m i s l e a d i n g t o c o n c l u d e t h a t l o w c h u r c h a t t e n d -

a n c e a n d d i s b e l i e f i n l i f e a f t e r d e a t h m e a n p e r v a s i v e i r r e l i g i o s i t y . 

O n t h e c o n t r a r y , i t s u g g e s t s t h a t a u t h e n t i c i r r e l i g i o s i t y — t h a t i s 

TABLE 8 
Do you attend 

Do you believe Do you believe in church once 
in God? life after death? per week? 

Yes Yes Yes 
United States 98$ 73% 43$ 
Greece 96 57 2 8 (Ath 
Uruguay (cities) 8 9 4* 2 4 
Austria 8 5 38 38 
Switzerland 8 4 50 30 
Finland 8 3 55 5 
West Germany 8 1 4 i 27 
Netherlands 79 50 4 2 
Great Britain 77 38 — 

France 73 35 25 
Norway 73 54 14 
Sweden 6 0 38 9 

t o s a y , a d e e p l y f e l t r e j e c t i o n o f a r e a l i t y b e y o n d t h e finite—does 

n o t e x i s t , o r a t l e a s t n o t y e t . A b e l i e f i n G o d t o w h i c h o n e c a n n o t 

g i v e s u b s t a n c e m a y m e r e l y b e a h o l d o v e r f r o m a m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l 

s o c i e t y i n a c o n t e x t t h a t e m p h a s i z e s i m m e d i a t e l i f e , b u t i t c o u l d 

a l s o r e f l e c t t h e s e a r c h f o r a h i g h l y p e r s o n a l , i n n e r , a n d d i r e c t r e -

l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e i n d i v i d u a l a n d G o d . 

Privatization of Belief 

I n f a c t , t h e w a n i n g o f t h e C h u r c h a s a n i n s t i t u t i o n m a y b e a 

s y m p t o m o f i n t e n s i f y i n g r e l i g i o s i t y . T h e C h u r c h w a s a n e c e s s a r y 
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i n t e r m e d i a r y b e t w e e n G o d a n d m a n i n t h e p h a s e o f m a n s s p i r i t u a l 

p o v e r t y a n d h i s t o r i c a l u n a w a r e n e s s . I t p r o v i d e d a r i g i d c o d e o f 

b e h a v i o r , i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d s a n c t i o n s ( w h i c h g r a d u a l l y d e c l i n e d 

i n s e v e r i t y a s m a n k i n d w a s s o c i a l i z e d o n t h e l e v e l o f p e r s o n a l , 

t h o u g h n o t i n t e r n a t i o n a l , c o e x i s t e n c e ) , a n d a l i n k t o t h e e t e r n a l . 

A s t h e C h u r c h f a d e s , f o r s o m e t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f i t s c o n t r o l s 

w i l l d o u b t l e s s m e a n l i c e n s e ; f o r m a n y i t w i l l s i m p l y b e a m a t t e r 

o f i n d i f f e r e n c e ; b u t f o r o t h e r s i t w i l l b e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a m u c h 

m o r e d i r e c t , m o r e p e r s o n a l , l e s s r i t u a l i z e d r e l a t i o n s h i p t o G o d . 

T h i s c o u l d m e a n t h e e m e r g e n c e o f h i g h l y p l u r a l i s t i c r e l i g i o u s 

r e s p o n s e s — o f c u l t s , s e c t s , b e l i e v e r s ' g r o u p s , e a c h w i t h a s o m e -

w h a t d i f f e r e n t f o r m o f e x p r e s s i n g i t s f a i t h , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f a 

m u c h m o r e p e r s o n a l i z e d f o r m o f w o r s h i p — e v e n w i t h i n t h e 

C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 2 7 F o r m o s t p e o p l e t h e o r g a n i z e d C h u r c h w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e t h e b a s i c m o o r i n g , b u t f o r m a n y t h e r e l a t i o n -

s h i p t o G o d w i l l b e e x p r e s s e d m u c h m o r e i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d i n 

k e e p i n g w i t h t h e i r s p e c i f i c i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l n e e d s . 

T h e p o p u l a r i t y o f T e i l h a r d d e C h a r d i n i s , f o r e x a m p l e , s y m p -

t o m a t i c o f o u r a g e ' s f e l t n e e d t o c o m b i n e e c s t a s y w i t h s c i e n c e , 

m y s t i c b e l i e f w i t h k n o w l e d g e o f t h e m a t e r i a l w o r l d . * 

T h e p r e s e n t f e r m e n t i n C h r i s t i a n i t y i s h e n c e p a r t o f t h e g e n e r a l 

a v e r s i o n t o w a r d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e s o u r 

t i m e . T h i s a v e r s i o n r e f l e c t s t h e n a t u r e o f o u r i n t e l l e c t u a l s t y l e a n d 

° A French thinker poses the issue more strongly, emphasizing the interde-
pendence of science and ecstasy: "We must conclude that it is far from acci-
dental that ecstatic phenomena have developed to the greatest degree in the 
most technicized societies. And it is to be expected that these phenomena will 
continue to increase. This indicates nothing less than the subjection of man-
kind's new religious life to technique. It was formerly believed that technique 
and religion were in opposition and represented two totally different dispen-
sations. It was held that, with the development of a purely materialistic soci-
ety, a struggle was inevitable between the machine and the economy, on the 
one side, and the ideal realm of religion, art, and culture, on the other. But 
we can no longer hold such a boundlessly simplistic view. Ecstasy is subject 
to the world of technique and is its servant. Technique, on the most signifi-
cant level, integrates the anarchic and antisocial impulses of the human being 
into society. These impulses take their influence and receive their diffusion 
strictly by virtue of the technical means brought into play. The ecstatic 
phenomena of the human psyche, which without technical means would 
have remained completely without effect, are deployed throughout the world" 
(Ellul, p. 423). 
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t h e f r a g m e n t e d a n d i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c w a y w e o u r s e l v e s b e c o m e 

e x p o s e d t o r e a l i t y , a s w e l l a s t h e i n s t i n c t i v e f e e l i n g t h a t i d e a s a r e 

o n l y r e l e v a n t a s l o n g a s t h e y c a n s u c c e s s f u l l y r e l a t e t o a r e a l i t y 

t h a t i s d y n a m i c . T o i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e a n i d e a i s t o i m p e d e i t s c a p a c -

i t y t o a d j u s t t o c h a n g e . T h e f u r t h e r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e i d e a t h e n 

b e c o m e s d e p e n d e n t n o t o n t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e m i n d t o s e n s e t h e 

s p e e d a n d t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f c h a n g e b u t o n t h e r a t e o f c h a n g e 

w i t h i n t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h h a s c o m e t o e m b o d y 

t h e i d e a . V e s t e d p o w e r i n t e r e s t s t h u s b e c o m e m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n 

e i t h e r e t h i c a l o r i n t e l l e c t u a l i m p e r a t i v e s . 

T h e c r i s i s o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s i s t h e l a s t s t a g e i n t h e 

p r o g r e s s i v e s e c u l a r i z a t i o n o f l i f e ; t h a t i s , i n t h e d e t a c h m e n t o f 

o n e ' s s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e f r o m a f r a m e w o r k o f b e l i e f . W o r k , p l a y , a n d 

n o w , i n c r e a s i n g l y , i n t r o s p e c t i o n h a v e g r a d u a l l y s e p a r a t e d t h e m -

s e l v e s f r o m f o r m a l C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f , 2 8 a n d t h e y a r e b e g i n n i n g t o 

d e t a c h t h e m s e l v e s f r o m M a r x i s m u n d e r c o m m u n i s m a s w e l l . 

I t w a s e a s i e r t o e s t a b l i s h i n s t i t u t i o n a l b e l i e f i n a n a g e o f g e o -

g r a p h i c a l , c u l t u r a l a n d h e n c e a l s o p s y c h o l o g i c a l i s o l a t i o n . R e l i -

g i o u s f a n a t i c i s m c o u l d t h r i v e i n s u c h a c o n t e x t , a n d r e l i g i o u s w a r s 

h a d p r o f o u n d m o r a l m e a n i n g . P h y s i c a l e x h a u s t i o n ( a f t e r t h e 

T h i r t y Y e a r s W a r a n d a f t e r t h e B a t t l e o f V i e n n a o f 1 6 8 3 ) a s w e l l 

a s g r o w i n g s k e p t i c i s m h a v e m a d e r e l i g i o u s w a r s u n f a s h i o n a b l e . 

I n o u r a g e c o m m u n i s m h a s b e e n t h e l a s t g r e a t a b s o l u t i s t d o g m a , 

f o r i t c o u l d u s e p o w e r t o a s s u r e e x c l u s i v e n e s s . I t i s n o t a c c i d e n t a l 

t h a t i s o l a t e d C h i n a h a s l a t e l y b e e n i t s m o s t f a n a t i c p r o p o n e n t — 

o r t h a t i d e o l o g i c a l c o n s e r v a t i s m i n t h e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s i s u s u a l l y 

a c c o m p a n i e d b y e f f o r t s t o c u t s o c i e t y o f f f r o m c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 

e x t e r n a l w o r l d b y r a d i o - j a m m i n g a n d o t h e r d e v i c e s . * G l o b a l c o n -

g e s t i o n — t h o u g h n o t n e c e s s a r i l y c o n d u c i v e t o m u t u a l c o m p r e h e n -

0 Nonetheless, these external controls are increasingly incapable of masking 
the evident lack of commitment within. It is revealing to note that in 1968, 
when the anti-intellectual and anti-Semitic purge in communist Poland com-
pelled some communist intellectuals, until that moment quite orthodox in 
their loyalty, to leave the country, a number of them immediately moved 
to the "capitalist" United States, seeking employment in various institutions 
specializing in the study of communism and viewed in the East as intrin-
sically anti-communist. 
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s i o n — i s s i m p l y i n i m i c a l t o i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d i d e o l o g i e s r e l y i n g o n 

exclusivistic c o n v i c t i o n . 

I d e a l l y , i n t h i s s e t t i n g m a n s h o u l d s e e k c o m p l e t e f u l f i l l m e n t b y 

c o m b i n i n g s p i r i t u a l i n t r o s p e c t i o n w i t h t h e m o r a l i m p e r a t i v e o f 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e . H a r v e y C o x a r g u e s i n h i s t h o u g h t f u l b o o k t h a t " i f 

m e n r a t h e r t h a n m e t a p h y s i c a l p h a n t o m s b e a r t h e m e a n i n g o f h i s -

t o r i c l i f e , t h e n p u r p o s e s o t h e r t h a n t h o s e o f o n e ' s o w n c l a n c a n b e 

a p p r e c i a t e d r a t h e r t h a n r e p u d i a t e d . S e p a r a t e w o r l d - v i e w s p r e s e n t 

t h e o c c a s i o n n o t f o r m u t u a l d e s t r u c t i o n b u t f o r f a s h i o n i n g a s o -

c i e t a l f r a m e w o r k w i t h i n w h i c h s u c h v a r i a n c e c a n b e e n c o u r a g e d 

a n d n o u r i s h e d . I d e a l l y t h e s e c u l a r c i t y i s s u c h a s o c i e t y . I t p r o -

v i d e s a s e t t i n g i n w h i c h a h o d g e p o d g e o f h u m a n p u r p o s e s a n d 

p r o j e c t s c a n t h r i v e b e c a u s e e a c h r e c o g n i z e s i t s e l f a s p r o v i s i o n a l 

a n d r e l a t i v e . A u t h e n t i c s e c u l a r i t y d e m a n d s t h a t n o w o r l d - v i e w , n o 

t r a d i t i o n , n o i d e o l o g y b e a l l o w e d t o b e c o m e the o f f i c i a l l y e n f o r c e d 

w o r l d - v i e w b e s i d e w h i c h n o o t h e r s a r e t o l e r a t e d . T h i s i n t u r n r e -

q u i r e s p l u r a l i s t i c s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . " 2 9 

T h e s h a p i n g o f t h e i d e a l s e c u l a r c i t y d e m a n d s e n o r m o u s s o c i a l 

m a t u r i t y a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t a l s o c a l l s f o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l d e p t h 

a n d a s e n s e o f r e s t r a i n t , s i n c e t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n o f 

d o g m a t o t h e c o n d i t i o n o f d i v e r s i t y i s n o t e a s y . D i v e r s i t y o f b e l i e f 

i s c e r t a i n l y t h e p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r f r e e d o m , a n d i t m a y e v e n b e t h e 

c o n c o m i t a n t o f c r e a t i v i t y ( t h o u g h t h e M i d d l e A g e s a s w e l l a s t h e 

O r i e n t a r g u e a g a i n s t i t ) . B u t c a r r i e d t o i t s e x t r e m e — t o t h e p o i n t 

a t w h i c h d i v e r s i t y i t s e l f b e c o m e s t h e s u b s t a n c e o f b e l i e f — i t 

c r e a t e s i t s o w n d a n g e r s . T h e h e a l t h y r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t i n s t i t u t i o n -

a l i z e d d o c t r i n e s i s n o t c o m p l e t e u n l e s s i t a l s o i n v o l v e s t h e f o r m u -

l a t i o n o f a l t e r n a t i v e p r i n c i p l e s o f s o c i a l c o n t r a c t a n d a l t e r n a t i v e 

v i e w s o f t h e r o l e o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . F l u i d , f r a g i l e , a n d f r a g m e n t a r y 

i d e a s c a n n o t p r o v i d e e i t h e r l a s t i n g i n s i g h t o r a n e n d u r i n g b a s i s 

f o r a c t i o n . P o p u l a r n o t i o n s , s h i f t i n g w i t h t h e w i n d , m a y a c c u r a t e l y 

r e f l e c t t h e u n d e r l y i n g p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d s o c i a l t e n s i o n s o f o u r 

r a p i d l y c h a n g i n g r e a l i t y , b u t d o t h e y p r o v i d e a n e n d u r i n g b a s i s 

e i t h e r f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g i t o r f o r m a s t e r i n g i t ? I n t e l l e c t u a l r e l a -

t i v i s m m a y n o t s u f f i c e t o m e e t t h e c h a l l e n g e o f s u b j e c t i v e a c t i v i s m , 
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w h i c h i s i n t e n s e l y i n t o l e r a n t b e c a u s e i t i s d e r i v e d f r o m p u r e l y 

p e r s o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r e v a l u a t i n g r e a l i t y . 

T h i s p r o b l e m n o t o n l y a r i s e s i n s y s t e m s i n w h i c h f o r m a l i z e d 

b e l i e f s p l a y a d e c i s i v e r o l e . I t a l s o c o n f r o n t s t h e W e s t e r n l i b e r a l 

d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e s . T h e s e , t o o , d e p e n d o n a s y m b i o s i s o f i d e a s a n d 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h o u g h i n m u c h l e s s f o r m a l , m o r e i m p l i c i t w a y s . T h e 

t u r b u l e n c e a f f l i c t i n g c o m m u n i s m a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y i s v i s i b l e a n d 

d i r e c t , w i t h r e s t l e s s i d e a s c o n f r o n t i n g u n y i e l d i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s ; t h e 

c r i s i s o f a l l e g i a n c e t o l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y i s m u c h m o r e e l u s i v e b u t 

n o t l e s s r e a l . T h e e f f e c t i v e w o r k i n g o f a l i b e r a l d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e 

r e q u i r e s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f s o c i a l d e v o t i o n t o t h e a b s t r a c t i d e a o f 

d e m o c r a c y a n d o f l e g a l i s m i n p r a c t i c e t h a t c a n e a s i l y b e s t r a i n e d 

b y c o n d i t i o n s o f s t r e s s a n d c r i s i s . A d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s , m o r e o v e r , 

i s d i f f i c u l t t o d r a m a t i z e , i n c o n t r a s t t o s u c h n o t i o n s a s r e v o l u t i o n , 

i n j u s t i c e , a n d f r e e d o m . I n s t e a d , i t c a l l s m o r e p r o s a i c a l l y f o r a h i g h 

d e g r e e o f p r o c e d u r a l c o m m i t m e n t : t h a t i s , a c o n c e r n w i t h t h e 

m e a n s a s w e l l a s w i t h t h e e n d o f t h e p r o c e s s . U n l e s s i n f u s e d w i t h 

n e w m o r a l c o n t e n t , p r o c e d u r a l c o m m i t m e n t m a y n o t s u f f i c e i n a 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h i s s u e s t h a t a r e p o s e d a s a b s o l u t e s a n d t h a t a r e 

s a i d t o r e q u i r e p a s s i o n — r a t h e r t h a n p r o c e d u r e — f o r t h e i r r e s o l u -

t i o n . 

" W e r e j e c t t h e w o r l d , w e a r e n o l o n g e r e v e n ' t r a i t o r s , ' s i n c e 

t h i s w o u l d i m p l y a n a f f i n i t y w i t h w h a t w e a r e b e t r a y i n g . W e a r e 

t h e V i e t C o n g o f t h o u g h t . . . . T h e p h i l o s o p h y o f t o m o r r o w w i l l 

b e t e r r o r i s t : n o t a p h i l o s o p h y o f t e r r o r i s m b u t a t e r r o r i s t p h i l o s o -

p h y a l l i e d w i t h a n a c t i v e p o l i c y o f t e r r o r i s m . " 3 0 T h e s e w o r d s o f a 

3. Histrionics as History 
in Transition 
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y o u n g S o r b o n n e p h i l o s o p h e r c o n v e y t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h e m o t i o n 

h a s c o m e t o s u b s t i t u t e f o r r e a s o n a s a r e s u l t o f t h e r e a c t i o n t o 

w h a t m a n y f e e l h a s b e e n t h e f a i l u r e o f r a t i o n a l i s m i n a c t i o n . T h e 

" r e j e c t i o n " o f t h e w o r l d i s i n e s s e n c e t h e r e j e c t i o n o f p r e v a i l i n g 

m o d e s o f t h o u g h t a n d t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n o f e c s t a s y a n d a c t i o n i n t h e 

s e r v i c e o f a n a b s t r a c t c o n c e p t o f r e v o l u t i o n . Y e s t e r d a y ' s " e s c a p e 

f r o m f r e e d o m " h a s i t s e q u i v a l e n t i n t o d a y s e s c a p e f r o m r e a s o n . 

Escape from Reason 

I n i t s e x t r e m e f o r m , t h i s m o o d — d r a m a t i z e d b y t h e s t u d e n t 

r i o t s i n C a l i f o r n i a , a t C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , t h r o u g h o u t F r a n c e , 

i n W e s t B e r l i n , i n L o n d o n , R o m e , B e l g r a d e , W a r s a w , T o k y o , a n d 

m u c h m o r e l e t h a l l y a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M e x i c o ( w h e r e s c o r e s o f 

s t u d e n t s w e r e k i l l e d i n t h e f a l l o f 1 9 6 8 ) , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f t h e 

m a n y l e s s p u b l i c i z e d i m i t a t i o n s e l s e w h e r e — h a s e l e v a t e d a c t i o n 

f o r a c t i o n s s a k e i n t o a m o r a l p r i n c i p l e . " A c t i o n i s t h e o n l y r e a l i t y ; 

n o t o n l y r e a l i t y b u t m o r a l i t y a s w e l l , " p r o c l a i m e d A b b i e H o f f m a n , 

t h e l e a d e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n Y i p p i e s . 3 1 H e w a s e c h o e d b o t h m o r e 

b e l l i g e r e n t l y a n d m o r e e c s t a t i c a l l y b y h i s G e r m a n c o u n t e r p a r t , 

D a n i e l C o h n - B e n d i t , t h e l e a d e r o f t h e 1 9 6 8 F r e n c h s t u d e n t s t r i k e 

w h o d e c l a r e d t h a t " v i o l e n c e i s h a p p i n e s s . " 3 2 A s t w o o b s e r v e r s 

s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e n e w r a d i c a l m o v e m e n t s e x p l a i n e d i t , t h e c o n -

t e m p o r a r y r e b e l s " t h i n k t h a t t h e i v o r y - t o w e r e d m e n o f i d e a s h a v e 

c h e a t e d t h e m , l i e d t o t h e m , a n d t h a t a c t i o n a n d s p o n t a n e o u s e x -

p e r i e n c e w i l l s h o w t h e m t h e t r u t h . " 3 3 

F r o m t h i s a t t i t u d e i s d e r i v e d t h e v i e w t h a t r e a s o n b y i t s e l f i s 

s u s p e c t , t h a t i t m u s t b e b u t t r e s s e d b y e m o t i o n , a n d t h a t i f a c h o i c e 

h a s t o b e m a d e , e m o t i o n i s a b e t t e r g u i d e t h a n r e a s o n . S e e i n g i n 

t h e w o r l d a r o u n d t h e m b o t h h y p o c r i s y a n d t h e f a i l u r e o f r e a s o n 

— w i t h r e a s o n i n t h e s e r v i c e o f e v i l , w h i c h e i t h e r m a k e s i t a s l a v e 

o f i d e o l o g y o r e m p l o y s i t a s a s c i e n t i f i c t o o l t o i m p r o v e w a r -

m a k i n g e f f i c i e n c y — e v e n m o d e r a t e d i s s e n t e r s c o n d e m n e d c o n t e m -

p o r a r y l i b e r a l s f o r t h e i r l a c k o f p a s s i o n . * I n c o l d r e a s o n t h e y s a w , 

* In December 1968, at a major international conference held at Princeton 
on the subject of America's future, one of the accusations made by a student 
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m o r e t h a n a m e r e a b s e n c e o f m o r a l i n d i g n a t i o n , a c o m m i t m e n t 

t o t h e status quo, a w i l l i n g n e s s t o e f f e c t o n l y m a r g i n a l c h a n g e , 

a n d a d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o a v o i d c o n f r o n t i n g t h e m o r e b a s i c m o r a l 

i s s u e s . * 

R e l i a n c e o n p a s s i o n a n d a c t i o n h a d t h e a d d e d a d v a n t a g e o f n o t 

r e q u i r i n g a p r o g r a m m a t i c b l u e p r i n t . I n c o n t r a s t , t h e o l d i d e o l o g i e s 

o f f e r e d b o t h a c r i t i q u e o f t h e p r e s e n t a n d a b l u e p r i n t f o r t h e 

f u t u r e , t h u s o p e n i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o c r i t i c i s m o n t h e l e v e l o f b o t h 

p r a c t i c a l i t y ( I s t h e i r U t o p i a a t t a i n a b l e ? ) a n d p e r f o r m a n c e ( W h y 

h a s n ' t t h e u t o p i a b e e n a c h i e v e d ? ) . T h e p o l i t i c s o f e c s t a s y d o n o t 

r e q u i r e a p r o g r a m t o g e n e r a t e a c t i o n , a n d t h e i r a d h e r e n t s w e r e 

t h e r e f o r e n o t g r e a t l y t r o u b l e d b y t h e p a t r o n i z i n g c r i t i c i s m o f t h e i r 

p r o g r a m m a t i c v a c u i t y a d v a n c e d f r o m t h e s o c i a l i s t o l d l e f t a n d 

f r o m t h e e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s , f O n t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e y 

a r g u e t h a t i t i s n o t t h r o u g h i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m s s p e l l e d o u t i n 

p r o g r a m s b u t t h r o u g h t h e c r e a t i o n o f a c o m m u n i t y o f e m o t i o n 

leader was that the established liberal participants tend to rely on reason 
at the expense of passion. This charge prompted Arthur Schlesinger to re-
mark, "Reason without passion is sterile, but passion without reason is hys-
terical. I have always supposed that reason and passion must be united in 
any effective form of public action. I can imagine nothing worse for our 
society than a rejection of reasoned analysis by the young. If we succeed in 
destroying the discipline of reason, if we make politics a competition in 
passion, a competition in emotion, a competition in unreason and violence, 
the certain outcome would be the defeat of the left." 
* This charge has even been leveled against scholars engaged in studies of 
the future, and their "futurism" has been interpreted by critics as an im-
moral escape from the social dilemmas of the present. It has led to some 
unconsciously humorous situations, such as the one at the above-mentioned 
Princeton conference, where a millionaire radical attacked "futurists" for 
neglecting the role of wealth in American society. Shedding his sartorial 
elegance in favor of the more revolutionary open-necked-shirt uniform, he 
urged the assembled to "choose equality and flee greed." 
f Max Eastman spoke for many old socialists when he expressed himself as 
"kind of sorry for these young rebels today. . . . They have an emotion 
not unlike ours. . . . They want to make a revolution but they have no 
ultimate purpose, I have a certain emotional sympathy for them, but they 
are rather pathetic because they have no plan. They just seek a revolution 
for its own sake" (as cited by Tne New York Times, January 9, 1969). Com-
munist spokesmen expressed themselves more pungently, condemning the 
aspirations of the new rebels as "half-baked pie peppered with sexualism 
and narcomania" (Trybuna Ludu, May 9, 1968). 
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t h a t t r u e f r e e d o m c a n b e a t t a i n e d . B y c r e a t i n g t h a t e m o t i o n a l 

s t a t e , t h e r e b e l s o f t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s h o p e d t o o v e r c o m e t h e s e x u a l 

o p p r e s s i o n a n d " o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l " q u a l i t y o f m o d e r n i n d u s t r i a l 

s o c i e t y . H e r b e r t M a r c u s e ' s One Dimensional Man h a s p r o v i d e d 

t h e m w i t h a n i n t e l l e c t u a l f r a m e o f r e f e r e n c e ( m u c h a s F r a n t z 

F a n o n s b o o k s e x a l t i n g r a c i a l v i o l e n c e h a v e d o n e f o r t h e r e b e l s 

i n s o m e a r e a s o f t h e T h i r d W o r l d ) , t h o u g h h i s a d v i c e a n d p r o -

g r a m a r e l i m i t e d : " F o r t h e m o m e n t t h e c o n c r e t e a l t e r n a t i v e i s s t i l l 

o n l y t h e n e g a t i o n . " 3 4 

T h e c a l l f o r " t r u e f r e e d o m , " h o w e v e r , p e r m i t s t h e s u b v e r s i o n 

o f c o n v e n t i o n a l f r e e d o m , a n d h e r e i n l i e s o n e o f t h e b a s i c c o n t r a -

d i c t i o n s o f t h e m o v e m e n t . L e o p o l d L a b e d z p e r c e p t i v e l y n o t e d 

t h e s t r i k i n g r e s e m b l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e r o m a n t i c a n a r c h i s m o f t h e 

c o n t e m p o r a r y s t u d e n t r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e v i e w s o f M a x S t i r n e r , 

w h o a s s e r t e d i n 1 8 4 5 t h a t " a p e o p l e c a n n o t b e f r e e o t h e r w i s e 

t h a n a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s e x p e n s e . " 3 5 T h u s , t h e r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t 

t h e " o p p r e s s i v e f r e e d o m " o f t h e W e s t c a n e n t a i l b o t h l i m i t a t i o n 

o n t h e f r e e d o m o f t h o s e w h o d o n o t s h a r e t h e i d e a l s o f " t r u e " 

f r e e d o m a n d r e l a t i v e i n d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e s u p p r e s s i o n o f f r e e d o m 

i n t h e E a s t . M o r e o v e r , t h e r i g h t t o s p e a k o r w r i t e f r e e l y c a n b e 

d e n i e d a n d i t s e x e r c i s e d i s r u p t e d b y v i o l e n c e , s i n c e t h a t v i o l e n c e 

i s m o t i v a t e d b y a n e m o t i o n a l c o m m i t m e n t t o f r e e d o m a n d i s d e -

s i g n e d t o a s s e r t i t . T h e d e f i n i t i o n o f f r e e d o m i s t h u s d e r i v e d f r o m 

a s u b j e c t i v e i n n e r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t o n e i s r i g h t a n d n o t f r o m t h e 

e x t e r n a l p a t t e r n o f r e l a t i o n s g u a r a n t e e i n g c h o i c e a n d p r o t e c t i o n 

t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l , w h a t e v e r h i s v i e w s . 

T h e i n t e l l e c t u a l — t h o u g h n o t t h e s o c i a l — s e r i o u s n e s s o f t h i s 

p h e n o m e n o n w a s f u r t h e r d i l u t e d b y a c e r t a i n a r t i f i c i a l i t y o n t h e 

l e v e l o f p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n . T h o u g h e v e r y g e n u i n e r e v o l u t i o n 

i n e s c a p a b l y p a r t a k e s o f t h e p a s t , i t a c q u i r e s i t s o w n d i s t i n c t i v e 

c h a r a c t e r , s t y l e , a n d r h e t o r i c p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e i t i s a r e v o l u t i o n : 

a s h a r p b r e a k w i t h t h e p a s t . T h e P a r i s C o m m u n e d i f f e r e d i n t h e s e 

r e s p e c t s f r o m t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , a n d t h e C o m m u n e i n t u r n 

w a s n o t r e p r o d u c e d b y t h e B o l s h e v i k R e v o l u t i o n . Y e t i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s a g r e a t d e a l o f t h e s t u d e n t r h e t o r i c , s y m b o l i s m , a n d p e r -
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s o n a l b e h a v i o r h a s t a k e n t h e s e l f - c o n s c i o u s f o r m o f a h i s t r i o n i c 

" h a p p e n i n g " d e s i g n e d a s a h i s t o r i c a l r e - e n a c t m e n t . 

A t t i m e s i t w a s t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n t h a t s e e m e d t o p r o v i d e 

t h e s c e n a r i o — e s p e c i a l l y i n F r a n c e — b u t m o r e o f t e n i t w a s P e t r o -

g r a d a n d H a v a n a t h a t w e r e b e i n g r e - e n a c t e d . T h e s t u d e n t l e a d e r s 

i m a g i n e d t h e m s e l v e s a s h i s t o r i c a l figures, b u t i n t h e i r i m i t a t i v e n e s s 

t h e y o f t e n v e r g e d o n t h e a b s u r d . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 8 c r i s i s a t C o l u m -

b i a U n i v e r s i t y , t h e l e a d e r o f t h e s t u d e n t m i l i t a n t s i s s u e d a p a m -

p h l e t b e a r i n g L e n i n ' s t i t l e , " W h a t I s t o B e D o n e ? , " a n d s t u d e n t s 

o c c u p y i n g o n e o f t h e b u i l d i n g s p r o c l a i m e d t h e m s e l v e s " a c o m -

m u n e . " T h e h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e W e s t B e r l i n m i l i t a n t s w e r e c a l l e d 

" S m o l n y . " R e v o l u t i o n a r y b e a r d s ( i n s t y l e s r a n g i n g f r o m L e n i n t o 

C a s t r o t o M a r x ) a n d c o m b a t f a t i g u e s a l a G u e v a r a w e r e a l m o s t 

m a n d a t o r y c o s t u m e s a g a i n s t a d e c o r o f e i t h e r r e d o r b l a c k flags. 

E v e n t h e v i o l e n c e w a s o f t e n m o r e t h e a t r i c a l t h a n r e a l . I n T o k y o 

i t t o o k t h e f o r m o f s t y l i z e d b a t t l e s , i n w h i c h a r m o r e d c o m b a t a n t s 

e m p l o y e d s h i e l d s a n d s p e a r s ; i n P a r i s a t a c i t a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n 

t h e p o l i c e a n d t h e i r o p p o n e n t s l i m i t e d w e a p o n s t o t h o s e u s e d i n 

t h e S t o n e A g e : r o c k s , c o b b l e s t o n e s , a n d c l u b s . * O n l y i n M e x i c o 

w a s v i o l e n c e g e n u i n e i n t h e s e n s e t h a t a l l a v a i l a b l e m e a n s w e r e 

e m p l o y e d , a s i s t r u e i n r e a l r e v o l u t i o n s , f 

* In all of France—despite the apparent temporary collapse of authority in 
May 1968—only one person died, and somewhat accidentally at that, 
t But though the style and the format of the student rebellion was contrived 
and its aspirations almost deliberately unattainable (one of the most popular 
slogans of the May 1968 outbreak in Paris was "Be realists, demand the 
impossible!"), at least its youthfulness was authentic. The same cannot be 
said of the middle-aged admirers of the militants, who—though most often 
physically passive—outdid themselves in their efforts to drink again at the 
fountain of youth by vicarious identification with youth's exuberance. Verbal 
excess was most often the means used to attain this identification. Thus, one 
American scholar accused those critical of the abuses perpetrated by some 
militants of literally waging "a war against the young," which he compared 
to the war in Vietnam; he called for a "cultural revolution" in America! 
(Richard Poirier, "The War against the Young," The Atlantic, October 
1968). 

Cases of middle-aged exuberance were not isolated phenomena. As Labedz 
put it, "There can be little doubt that in many cases les parents terribles 
are worse than les enfants terribles. Some of them have moved from revolt 
against 'poverty amidst plenty' in the thirties to a revolt against affluent 
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T o d e f i n e t h e h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e s e e v e n t s , i t i s n e c e s -

s a r y t o l o o k b e y o n d t h e v i o l e n c e a n d t h e s l o g a n s , b e y o n d t h e 

s u p e r f i c i a l s i m i l a r i t y a m o n g t h e o u t b u r s t s t h a t s w e p t s o m a n y 

c i t i e s i n s o m a n y p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d i n s o s h o r t a t i m e . A c l o s e r 

a n a l y s i s i m m e d i a t e l y r e v e a l s a n i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n : s o m e a s -

p e c t s o f t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s w e r e c l e a r l y p o l i t i c a l i n c h a r a c t e r a n d 

p u r p o s e ; o t h e r s — t h o u g h l i n k e d w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l , t h o u g h s h a r i n g 

w i t h i t a c e r t a i n u n i v e r s a l i t y o f a s p i r a t i o n s , a n d t h o u g h p r o v i d i n g 

i t w i t h a m a s s e m o t i o n a l b a s e — w e r e m u c h m o r e s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i -

c a l i n o r i g i n a n d v a g u e l y m o r a l a n d e t h i c a l i n c o n t e n t . L i n k e d 

t o g e t h e r , e a c h t e n d e d t o o b s c u r e t h e s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 

o t h e r . 

The Political Dimension 

T h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o i s i m p o r t a n t t o a n u n d e r s t a n d -

i n g o f w h a t w a s i n v o l v e d a n d o f w h a t i t p o r t e n d s . T h e p o l i t i c a l 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s a r e i n s o m e r e s p e c t s e a s i e r t o d i s s e c t a n d a n a l y z e . 

B r o a d l y s p e a k i n g , t h e y f e l l i n t o t w o c a t e g o r i e s . I n t h e W e s t , a n d 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e p o l i t i c a l l y m o t i v a t e d m i l i -

t a n t s d r e w o n b o t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l l e g a c y o f t h e o l d l e f t ' s a t t a c k 

a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y a n d o n t h e m o r e r e c e n t s e n s e o f o u t r a g e 

a b o u t t h e w a r i n V i e t n a m . A s t h e " i m p e r i a l i s t " a n d " c a p i t a l i s t " 

society in the sixties, at the time as they themselves moved from poverty to 
affluence, to practice alienation at 50,000 dollars a year. The revolutionary 
Establishment of New York and London, thrilled with revolutionary pros-
pects, and displaying the characteristic Salon-Maoismus, contributes to the 
orgy of snobbery attendant upon the current Utopian wave. Long before the 
'Black Power' spokesmen asked the students assembled at the London School 
of Economics to establish the Revolutionary Socialist Student Federation, 
whether they know how to make a petrol bomb, the New York Review of 
Books published a diagram of and a recipe for a Molotov cocktail on its 
cover page. This has not prevented, of course, its political writers from de-
ploring 'American violence/ In France the self-abasement of the elderly 
progressives' reached its peak during the May devolution.' At the meeting 

of Jean-Paul Sartre with the students at the Sorbonne, Max Pol-Fouchet ex-
claimed with pathos appropriate to the occasion: 'Representing a generation 
which has failed, I ask you not to fail!'" (Leopold Labedz, "Students and 
Revolution," Survey [London], July 1968, pp. 25-26). 
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s o c i e t y p a r e x c e l l e n c e , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s p r o v i d e d t h e m a j o r t a r -

g e t . T h e w a r s e r v e d a s a c a t a l y s t f o r e m o t i o n s , a s t h e b a s i s f o r 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n i t y a m o n g t h e y o u n g m i l i t a n t s , a s a b o n d b e t w e e n 

t h e o l d l e f t i s t s a n d t h e n e w , a n d a s a l i n k b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l l y -

m i n d e d a n d t h e e t h i c a l l y c o n c e r n e d . 0 

T h o s e m o t i v a t e d b y s t r i c t l y p o l i t i c a l c o n c e r n s a p p e a r t o h a v e 

b e e n a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l m i n o r i t y o f t h e r e s t l e s s y o u t h , b u t t h e y 

p r o v i d e d i n f l u e n t i a l l e a d e r s h i p . I t w a s t h e p o l i t i c a l l y - m i n d e d w h o 

r e s u s c i t a t e d t h e a n a r c h i s t c r i t i q u e o f o r g a n i z e d s o c i e t y , w h o r e -

v i v e d t h e T r o t s k y i t e s l o g a n o f t h e p e r m a n e n t r e v o l u t i o n ; a n d i t 

w a s t h e y w h o d e f i n e d t h e m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s 

( s u c h a s t h e c a l l f o r i m m e d i a t e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h d r a w a l f r o m 

V i e t n a m ) . A s t h e m o v e m e n t g a i n e d m o m e n t u m a n d b r o a d e n e d 

i t s a p p e a l , t h e p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s — p e r h a p s r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e l e s s 

c l e a r l y d e f i n e d e t h i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l n e e d s o f t h e f o l l o w i n g — 

w e r e w i d e n e d a n d b e c a m e b o t h v a g u e r a n d m o r e d e m a n d i n g . I t 

w a s n o l o n g e r a m a t t e r o f e n d i n g a p a r t i c u l a r g o v e r n m e n t a l p o l i c y 

o r o f e f f e c t i n g a s p e c i f i c r e f o r m ; t h e u n d e r l y i n g " s y s t e m " — c a p i t a l -

i s t i n c h a r a c t e r a n d h e n c e f u n d a m e n t a l l y i r r e m e d i a b l e — h a d t o b e 

u n d o n e b e f o r e t r u e r e f o r m s c o u l d b e a c h i e v e d . T h e s p e c i f i c s r e -

m a i n e d o b s c u r e , w h i l e t h e p r o g r a m m a t i c l a n g u a g e r a n g e d f r o m 

C o h n - B e n d i t ' s e x a l t a t i o n o f a c t i o n — a n d r e j e c t i o n o f c o m m u n i s m f 

— t o a r a t h e r s i m p l i s t i c r e p e t i t i o n o f M a r x i s t c a n t . | 

* The war thus served the same function as the earlier campaigns against 
nuclear bombs in allowing for the expression of essentially moral concerns 
by the adoption of an anti-United States political posture. Frank Parkin, 
in his Middle-Class Radicalism: The Social Bases of the British Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (Manchester, 1968), shows how the British CND 
mobilized middle-class support, drawn from among those with a tradition 
of moral concern, into a campaign against "evil." The campaign relied 
heavily on small symbolic gestures, such as eccentric dress, beards, and other 
forms of distinctive behavior. 
t Because of this: the Pravda propagandist Yuri Zhukov, with his customary 
crudeness, characterized Cohn-Benait as a "werewolf" (Pravda, May 30, 
1968). 
t The following may serve as an example: "Marxism is coming more and 
more to be the common denominator of all student movements in North 
America and Western Europe, even so in the new left SDS in the United 
States. I think this is inevitable and is a tribute to the growing sophistication 
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I n t h e i n i t i a l p h a s e s o f t h e c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e V i e t n a m w a r , 

communist s u p p o r t — j u d g i n g f r o m a p p r o v i n g c o m m u n i s t p r o -

nouncements—was p e r h a p s i n v o l v e d , b u t c o m m u n i s t a p p r o v a l 

w a n e d r a p i d l y w h e n t h e a n t i - i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e m o v e -

m e n t b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i d e n t . I n t h e e y e s o f m a n y p o l i t i c a l 

m i l i t a n t s , t h e c o m m u n i s t s y s t e m a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d b u r e a u c r a t i c 

c o n s e r v a t i s m , s i n c e i t s o r i g i n a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e a l s h a d f o s s i l -

i z e d i n t o i n s t i t u t i o n a l b e l i e f s . C o m m u n i s t e n d o r s e m e n t g r a d u a l l y 

s h i f t e d t o c r i t i c i s m a n d t h e n t o c o n d e m n a t i o n ; t h e v i e w s o f t h e 

m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t w e r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y a S o v i e t w r i t e r a s 

" M a m a i s m , w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e s i d e a s o f M a r x , M a r c u s e a n d M a o , 

a c o m p l e t e l y a r t i f i c i a l c o m b i n a t i o n . " 3 6 

T h o u g h t h e p o l i t i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s i n M e x i c o C i t y , M a d r i d , 

P r a g u e , a n d W a r s a w p a r t o o k o f t h e s a m e r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t i n s t i t u -

t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f a n d s i m i l a r l y c a p i t a l i z e d o n s o m e o f t h e e t h i c a l 

a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l s t r a i n s i n m o d e r n s o c i e t y , t h e y w e r e m u c h m o r e 

s p e c i f i c i n f o c u s , l e s s p r e d i s p o s e d t o w a r d e m o t i o n , a n d m o r e i n -

c l i n e d t o w a r d a p r o g r a m m a t i c p o l i t i c a l a p p r o a c h . I n a l l f o u r c a s e s , 

t h e d e m o n s t r a t o r s ' d e m a n d s w e r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e l o o s e n i n g o f 

d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l r e s t r a i n t s , a n d t h e l e a d e r s d i d n o t h a v e t o c o n s t r u c t 

a n e l a b o r a t e " o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l m a n " t h e s i s t o p r o v e t h a t l i b e r a l 

d e m o c r a c y c a n a l s o b e o p p r e s s i v e a n d t h a t i t s t o l e r a n c e i s i n f a c t 

a m a s k e d f o r m o f c o n s t r a i n t . 3 7 A s a r e s u l t , a t l e a s t o n t h e p o l i t i c a l 

l e v e l , t h e i r d e m a n d s t o o k t h e f a m i l i a r f o r m o f t h e r e j e c t i o n o f 

o v e r t p o l i t i c a l d i c t a t o r s h i p : a b o l i t i o n o f c e n s o r s h i p , t h e r i g h t o f 

f r e e a s s e m b l y , f r e e d o m t o t r a v e l , p o l i t i c a l d e m o c r a c y , a n d t h e 

a b a n d o n m e n t o f b o t h i d e o l o g i c a l m o n o p o l y a n d o p p r e s s i o n b y 

and maturity of the international student new left, inasmuch as Marxism is 
the most developed, refined and coherent revolutionary philosophy or world-
view today and one that as a systematic social theory corresponds to the 
objective realities of the capitalist era, and inasmuch as it testifies to the 
realization by the student movements that they must align themselves with 
the working class in order to achieve the type of social transformation requi-
site to break the power of monopoly capital and create a new, non-repressive 
and truly free social order" (Stanley Gray, "Student Radicalism: An Ameri-
can Import?" a speech delivered to the 1968 Couchiching Conference, Mc-
Gill News, November 1968, p. ). 



1 o o } II: The Age of Volatile Belief 

secret police. The similarity of the politically libertarian demands 
of the students in these four cities is striking.38 

It should also be noted that the students who demanded direct 
political freedom acted in the context of a much more hostile 
political environment. The student militants in the United States, 
in Western Europe, and in Japan literally basked in publicity: 
front-page pictures, television interviews, ecstatic endorsements 
by middle-aged supporters, epic songs immortalizing their deeds, 
and books in which the various confrontations were recorded in 
prose and in photographs.* Given the pluralistic nature of the 
Western societies and the competitive character of their commu-
nications media, youthful militancy was rewarding to the ego— 
and thus also infectious. 

This factor must be taken into account both in analyzing the 
dynamics of events in the West and in comparing them with 
events in less pluralistic societies.39 There the mass media either 
ignored the demonstrations or condemned them. The student lead-
ers were abused and arrested. Communications between institu-
tions—not to speak of cities—required great personal effort, 
sacrifice, and risk. Youthful militancy was not rewarded with 
social acclaim; Madrid and Warsaw responded with prison sen-
tences for the leaders and university expulsion for the participants. 

The political environment clearly helped to shape the emphasis 
and the scope of the students' demands. In a strict authoritarian 
context, the demands had a politically libertarian content. In a 
looser, more pluralistic environment, the demands were either 
focused on more immediate university affairs or took on the form 
of a broader—and thus inevitably somewhat vaguer—social cri-

* The publicity bestowed on three female college militants (Peter Babcox, 
"Meet the Women of the Revolution," The New York Times Magazine, Feb-
ruary g, 1969) was characteristic. Similar deference was not paid to girls 
serving in the Peace Corps or in the war on poverty. In this connection, it 
was revealing to observe the satisfaction with which the militants would 
watch themselves on television replays or specially prepared documentaries. 
The publicity surrounding the militants brought considerable social pressure 
to bear on those who were less involved. 
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tique. Accordingly, the more specific and libertarian character of 
the demands made by the student leaders in the authoritarian 
states provided little basis for a common front with the militants 
of the West. In fact, there does not appear to have been much 
actual contact and coordination, although it was charged in 
Poland's political youth trials in late 1968 that the Brussels head-
quarters of the IV International (Trotskyite) provided ideological 
assistance to some Polish activists. If the charge is true, the 
Trotskyite link was perhaps the sole connection between political 
activists in the West and in the East. 

The two movements appear to have been independently led 
and to have been motivated by profoundly different political 
aspirations. The slight direct contact that there was between the 
respective leaders turned out to be abortive. In 1968, in a BBC 
discussion of the student rebellion, the leader of the English mili-
tants attacked the spokesman of the Yugoslav students, while the 
head of the West Berlin SDS (Sozialistischer Deutscher Stu-
dentenbund) received a rather cool reception from Prague stu-
dents, who found his political views primitive.* 40 

Nevertheless, important similarities between the respective po-
litical youth movements should also be noted. In both cases they 
were led by the abler students, who on the whole came from 
more socially established families. According to a study conducted 
at the University of California, the arrested undergraduate and 
graduate students tended to have much better than average 
grades; many of them held scholarships or had won awards.41 In 
Poland official comment made much of the fact that the activists 
came from the relatively well-to-do homes of officials, and some 

* It is also noteworthy that strictly politically oriented student movements 
in Mexico, Spain, or Poland avoiaed such manifestations as the "foul lan-
guage" splinter that developed in California in the aftermath of the crisis, 
the fascination with drugs, and the deliberate adoption of deviant social be-
havior as in the case of the Yippies. To be sure, these manifestations were 
also the product of peculiarly American conditions, but their appearance as 
a side effect of the student rebellion was made possible by the less focused 
and also less oppressed character of the rebellion. 
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university professors stressed the fact (in conversation with this 
writer) that their best students were involved. After the demon-
strations were suppressed, measures were taken to favor the ad-
mission into the university of workers' and peasants' children. 
Even in Rumania, where student unrest was suppressed relatively 
quickly, official reaction emphasized the fact that the young 
"hooligans" were in the main children of "building-site managers, 
university professors, instrumentalists in the Philharmonic Or-
chestra, physicians, engineers, white-collar workers, militia staff 
members." 42 

As in the West, the political leadership for the restless young 
was in many cases provided by the offspring of former left activ-
ists; hence not by rebels against the older generation but, rather, 
by young people who shared the ideals of their parents but felt 
that these had been corrupted in practice by the ruling commu-
nist elite. In Poland the most outstanding student rebels included 
the children of high party officials, while in the United States 
children of the old left formed a high percentage of the activist 
leaders at Columbia and Berkeley. In both the East and the West 
the rebel leaders came from environments that were not indiffer-
ent but ideologically concerned. 

Another similarity between the student militants in the West 
and in the East was the vagueness of their long-range objectives. 
Though the specific and immediate goals of the students in the 
more politically oppressive regimes were somewhat more precise, 
their "demands" rarely went beyond a statement of immediate 
complaints. To be sure, the transformation of a police dictatorship 
into a multi-party democracy, or at least into something resembling 
the Yugoslav model, was a more defined objective—with experi-
ential examples available—than the Western students' plea for a 
participatory democracy; however, the more specific ramifications 
of the desired social and political systems tended to be vague in 
the East as well as in the West.* 

• One of the more extensive critiques of the existing Polish system was pre-
pared by two young Warsaw sociologists, J. Kuron and K. Modzelewski, sev-
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Though this may have been a weakness from the strictly politi-
cal point of view—as was charged by the critics of the militants 
—it also helped to provide a wider bridge between the political 
leadership and the more generally restless younger generation. 
It is doubtful—and this is especially true of the more pluralistic 
societies—whether a highly specific political program would have 
attracted the wide support generated by the more undifferentiated 
attack against the Establishment, vested interests, the status quo, 
and institutionalized beliefs. The reliance on emotion rather than 
on reason, on felt aspirations rather than on concrete programs, 
struck a more responsive chord in a generation that was the most 
directly affected by the pace of contemporary change and that 
was the very product of that change. 

Historical Discontinuity 

In our time the student generation represents one of the most 
dynamic variables of change. The growth in their number as well 
as the simultaneous growth in the number of radios, televisions, 
telephones (all items that affect personal relationships, both mak-
ing possible and encouraging the rapid dissemination of ideas) 
make for a subjectively dynamic mood that stands in sharp con-
trast to the relatively slower rate of change in such items as in-
come (national or per-capita), the switch from rural to urban 

eral years prior to the student outbreaks of March 1968. (The authors were 
promptly sent to prison.) Entided "Open Letter to the Party," it became 
the source of much of the theoretical inspiration for the political-minded 
leadership of youth. Written from a Marxist point of view, it provided a 
scathing critique of the degeneration of Polish communism into an institu-
tionalized bureaucratic despotism, with vested interests suppressing the egal-
itarian idealism of socialism. When it came to offering a program, however, 
the authors confined themselves to' urging a new revolution led by workers 
and intellectuals determined to create a new social order characterized by 
few institutions, workers' self-government, and true social egalitarianism. In 
late 1968 Kuron and Modzelewski were again sentenced to prison for having 
allegedly inspired the March events in collusion with the IV International 
(Trotskyite). 
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e m p l o y m e n t , t h e p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t t o l a r g e r u r b a n c e n t e r s , o r t h e 

a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e l i v i n g i n a r o o m . T h e o v e r - a l l r e s u l t i s 

t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n , a l r e a d y n o t e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r , b e -

t w e e n t h e p a c e o f c h a n g e i n t h e s t a t e o f m i n d a n d i n m a t e r i a l 

r e a l i t y . ( S e e T a b l e s 6 a n d 7 , p p . 4 2 - 4 3 . ) 

I n t h e w o r d s o f a s t u d e n t o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n , c o n t e m p o r a r y m a n 

— a n d t h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e o f t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n — " i s l e s s 

u n d e r t h e d o m i n a t i o n o f h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . . . a n d t o t h i s e x t e n t 

h e i s f r e e r , b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e h e i s l e s s c e r t a i n o f h i s p u r p o s e 

a n d i n t i m e s o f g r e a t u n r e s t h e i s p r e p a r e d t o s u r r e n d e r h i s f r e e -

d o m i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f p u r p o s e f u l l e a d e r s h i p . " 4 3 I n t h a t fluid s e t -

t i n g t h e p r e s e n t b e c o m e s d i f f i c u l t t o c o m p r e h e n d , s i n c e i t i s n o 

l o n g e r d e f i n e d b y e i t h e r r e l i g i o n o r n a t i o n a l i s m o r h i s t o r i c a l -

i d e o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . 4 4 

W r i t i n g a b o u t t h e w a n i n g o f t h e M i d d l e A g e s , t h e h i s t o r i a n 

J o h a n H u i z i n g a d e s c r i b e d a w o r l d o f d i s c o n t i n u i t y , a w o r l d 

m a r k e d b y t h e c o l l a p s e o f t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s , u n c e r t a i n t y a b o u t 

e t e r n a l s a l v a t i o n , w i d e s p r e a d p e s s i m i s m , a n d i n t e n s e v i o l e n c e . 

P s y c h o l o g i c a l r e f u g e w a s s o u g h t b y m a n y i n m y s t i c a l c u l t s , w h i l e 

i n d i v i d u a l b e h a v i o r w a s d i c h o t o m i z e d , r a n g i n g f r o m e m p h a s i s o n 

t h e s a i n t l y t o i n d u l g e n c e i n d e p r a v i t y a n d c r u e l t y . S h i f t s f r o m o n e 

e x t r e m e t o t h e o t h e r w e r e c o m m o n , a s m e n d e s p e r a t e l y s o u g h t 

s o c i a l a n c h o r a g e i n a b s o r b i n g c o m m i t m e n t . 4 5 

A s i m i l a r c r i s i s , m a r k e d b y m u c h m o r e s e c u l a r f o r m s o f e x -

p r e s s i o n , o c c u r r e d a g a i n i n t h e W e s t w h e n n a t i o n a l i s m a n d 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n c o m b i n e d t o c h a n g e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f s o c i e t y . 

M a s s i v e n a t i o n a l a n d c l a s s c o n f l i c t s , a s w e l l a s a c u t e s o c i a l a n d 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e n s i o n , s p a w n e d a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g i d e o l o g i e s t h a t 

s e e m e d t o p r o v i d e b o t h a u t h o r i t y a n d a s e n s e o f d i r e c t i o n . W r i t i n g 

a b o u t t h e c a t a c l y s m o f W o r l d W a r I I , C z e s l a w M i l o s z , i n The 

Captive Mind, d r e w p e r c e p t i v e p o r t r a i t s o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s a s t h e y m o v e d f r o m o n e f a i t h t o a n o t h e r i n a s e a r c h 

f o r t h e p e r s o n a l s t a b i l i t y t h a t t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e . 

T o d a y ' s m o o d h a s m a n y p a r a l l e l s , b u t i t a l s o d i f f e r s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

i n s c o p e a n d c o n t e n t . T h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f 
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t h e c u l t u r e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n M i d d l e A g e s , w a s t e r r i t o r i a l l y c o n -

fined, a n d o n l y g r a d u a l l y — i n t h e c o u r s e o f m o r e t h a n a c e n t u r y 

a n d a h a l f — d i d i t s p i l l o v e r t o a f f e c t m o r e a n d m o r e s o c i e t i e s . 4 6 

I t s a p p e a r a n c e w a s a c c o m p a n i e d b y t h e r i s e o f n a t i o n a l i s m a n d 

o t h e r s e c u l a r i d e o l o g i e s , i n w h i c h b r o a d c o n c e p t s w e r e r e i n f o r c e d 

b y t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s e m b o d y i n g t h e m . I n c o n t r a s t , t h e c u r r e n t c r i s i s 

o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f t a k e s p l a c e i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e t e c h -

n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n , a r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h i s n o t t e r r i t o r i a l b u t s p a t i o -

t e m p o r a l . 

T h i s n e w r e v o l u t i o n a l m o s t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y a f f e c t s t h e e n t i r e 

g l o b e , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t f a d s a n d n e w f o r m s o f b e h a v i o r m o v e 

r a p i d l y f r o m s o c i e t y t o s o c i e t y . T h e s t u d e n t g e n e r a t i o n l i v e s i n 

t h i s n e w t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e , e v e n i f i n s o m e c a s e s t h e i r i m m e d i a t e 

s o c i e t i e s d o n o t . U n l i k e t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e , w h i c h r e q u i r e d t h a t 

a s o c i e t y u n d e r g o e x t e n s i v e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n b e f o r e t h e n e w p r o -

l e t a r i a n c l a s s c o u l d b e c o m e s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , t h e s p a t i o t e m p o r a l 

t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n d i r e c t l y r e a c h e s t h o s e r e c e p t i v e t o i t b e -

c a u s e t h e y h a v e a c c e s s t o c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d b e c a u s e t h e i r s t a t e 

o f m i n d i s f o r m e d b y f a c t o r s o u t s i d e t h e i r i m m e d i a t e s o c i a l c o n -

t e x t . T h e c o n t e m p o r a r y s t u d e n t m a s s i s p r e c i s e l y s u c h a g r o u p , 

a n d t h a t i s w h y f o r m s o f b e h a v i o r p e c u l i a r t o B e r k e l e y w e r e 

w i t h i n a y e a r r e p e a t e d e l s e w h e r e ( W e s t B e r l i n s t u d e n t s e v e n w o r e 

s a n d a l s i n t h e c o l d N o v e m b e r C e n t r a l E u r o p e a n w e a t h e r ! ) . A m e r -

i c a n s t u d e n t a c t i v i s t s s t u d y i n g a b r o a d — a n d h i g h l y c r i t i c a l o f 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y — h a v e t e n d e d t o p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t e n e r g i z i n g 

r o l e i n t h i s p r o c e s s , a n d a r e e v i d e n c e o f t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h 

A m e r i c a , t h e first t o e x p e r i e n c e t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e f u l l y , h a s 

r e p l a c e d E u r o p e a s t h e p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e o f s o c i a l c h a n g e . 

T h e p r o b l e m f a c i n g t h e r e b e l s o f a c e n t u r y a n d a h a l f a g o w a s 

h o w t o i n t e g r a t e m e a n i n g f u l l y t h e u n p r e c e d e n t e d , i n c o m p r e h e n -

s i b l e c h a n g e s w r o u g h t b y t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h e s a m e 

p r o b l e m i s p o s e d b y t h e o n s e t o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e , w i t h i t s 

a p p a r e n t t h r e a t t o h u m a n v a l u e s , i t s i m p e r s o n a l i t y , i t s o v e r -

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n , i t s s i m u l t a n e o u s i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f p e r s o n a l e x -

p e r i e n c e , a n d i t s s p a t i a l i m m e d i a c y t o e v e r y h u m a n s u f f e r i n g 
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a n y w h e r e o n t h e g l o b e . F o r m a n y i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y — 

e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o w e r e m o s t a f f e c t e d , e i t h e r v i c a r i o u s l y o r 

d i r e c t l y , b y t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n ( t h a t i s , t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s 

a n d t h e w o r k e r s ) — M a r x i s m p r o v i d e d t h e i n t e g r a t i v e r e s p o n s e . 

T o d a y t h e s e a r c h i s o n f o r s o m e n e w s o u r c e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l m o o r -

i n g , a n d t h e s e a r c h e r s h a v e b e g u n b y r e j e c t i n g e s t a b l i s h e d a n -

s w e r s . 

T h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n i s t h e o n e m o s t d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d b y 

t h e t r a n s i t i o n i n t o t h e n e w a g e , a n d i t c o n t a i n s t h e m o s t a c t i v e 

o p p o n e n t s a n d i n c l u d e s t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h o s e w h o f e e l t h e m s e l v e s 

t o b e v i c t i m s o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n . I n t h e i r r e l i a n c e o n 

e m o t i o n a n d v i o l e n c e , m a n y o f t h e o p p o n e n t s a r e r e m i n i s c e n t o f 

t h e L u d d i t e s o f e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l a n d , w h o r e a c t e d 

t o t h e m a c h i n e a g e w i t h p r i m i t i v e p a s s i o n , d e s t r o y i n g t h a t w h i c h 

t h e y d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d w e l l e n o u g h t o h a r n e s s . O f t e n s u p p o r t e d 

b y l o c a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n , t h e L u d d i t e s — w e l l o r g a n i z e d a n d h i g h l y 

m o t i v a t e d — s h a t t e r e d m a c h i n e s a n d d e c r i e d t h e f r e q u e n t l y v e r y 

r e a l i n j u s t i c e s t h a t t h e m a c h i n e s ' a p p e a r a n c e h a d p r e c i p i t a t e d . 

T h e f e a r , h a t r e d , a n d i n c o m p r e h e n s i o n o f t h e c o m p u t e r c u r r e n t 

a m o n g s o m e p e o p l e e c h o e s t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n s o f t h e t e x t i l e m a -

c h i n e a c e n t u r y a n d a h a l f a g o . * 

L i k e t h e L u d d i t e s , t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y o p p o n e n t s o f t h e t e c h -

n o l o g i c a l a n d e l e c t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n r e p r e s e n t , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t e r n s t a t e s , a r e s p o n s e t o t h e n e w m o d e s o f 

l i f e . T h e L u d d i t e s w e r e t h r e a t e n e d b y e c o n o m i c o b s o l e s c e n c e a n d 

r e a c t e d a g a i n s t i t . T o d a y t h e m i l i t a n t l e a d e r s o f t h e r e a c t i o n , a s 

w e l l a s t h e i r i d e o l o g u e s , f r e q u e n t l y c o m e f r o m t h o s e b r a n c h e s o f 

l e a r n i n g w h i c h a r e m o s t s e n s i t i v e t o t h e t h r e a t o f s o c i a l i r r e l -

e v a n c e . 4 7 T h e i r p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m i s t h u s o n l y a r e a c t i o n t o t h e 

m o r e b a s i c f e a r t h a t t h e t i m e s a r e a g a i n s t t h e m , t h a t a n e w w o r l d 

i s e m e r g i n g w i t h o u t e i t h e r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e o r t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p . f 

* In early February 1969, rioting students in Montreal vented their anger 
at the "system" by destroying with fireaxes a one-million-dollar university 
computer. 
t The insistence on total solutions prompts, at the same time, their charac-
teristic unwillingness to become involved in the more mundane process of 
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T h e a t t r a c t i o n t h a t a s e g m e n t o f t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n i n t h e 

m o r e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d n o w f e e l s t o w a r d p o e t r y , l y r i c i s m , a n d 

emotion—and t h e i r c o n t e m p t f o r r e a s o n a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n c e p t s 

— m a y b e i n d i c a t i v e n o t s o m u c h o f o n e t r a d i t i o n r e p l a c i n g a n -

o t h e r b u t r a t h e r o f a c l a s h b e t w e e n e m o t i o n a n d n e c e s s i t y . O n t h e 

o n e h a n d a r e t h e f e e l i n g s a n d a t t i t u d e s p r o m p t e d b y t h e b r e a k -

d o w n o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s a n d i n t e n s i f i e d b y t h e n e w m o d e s 

o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n — a l l s t i m u l a t i n g o r c r e a t i n g a n o v e r w h e l m i n g 

d e s i r e f o r e m o t i o n a l e s c a p e , o r a t l e a s t e m o t i o n a l r e l e a s e t h r o u g h 

" c o n c r e t e " f e e l i n g s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d i s t h e 

t e d i o u s n e c e s s i t y t o m a s t e r b y i n t e n s i v e c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n t h e 

t e c h n i q u e s o f c o m p u t e r s , m a t h e m a t i c s , s y s t e m s c o n t r o l , a n d t h e 

l i k e , o n w h i c h t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f m a n y c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i a l p r o b -

l e m s d e p e n d s . * 

T h o u g h t h i s c l a s h m a y b e a p r o f o u n d o n e , i t i s d o u b t f u l 

w h e t h e r t h e s t u d e n t g e n e r a t i o n r e p r e s e n t s a n e w r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

c l a s s o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . A t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s m u s t 

making partial improvements, of gradually adapting new techniques, of really 
becoming involved in the world. John Ardagh, in The New French Revolu-
tion (New York, 1969), notes this paradox in regard to the French intel-
lectual left: "Sartre and his friends have preached that literature must be 
engagee—but in practice they have always shied away from realistic political 
action. . . . Sartre and his friends have always demanded utopia or nothing 
. . . So the technocrats have stolen the Sartrians' clothes" (p. 358). 
* Compare, in this connection, Noam Chomsky's attacks on the new breed 
of American intellectual-experts (American Power and the New Mandarins, 
New York, 1968) with the attacks on Plato, who was accused of the sin 
of "intellectualizing" reality. There are other tantalizing parallels to ancient 
Athens. The author of a recent study of the impact of Plato's philosophy on 
the society of his time argues that the term "philosopher" was relatively 
new and was used by Plato to identify "the man who is prepared to chal-
lenge the hold of the concrete over our consciousness, and to substitute the 
abstract" (Eric A. Havelock, Preface to Plato, Cambridge, Mass., 1963, p. 
281). The concentration on the abstract was associated with the appearance 
of a new technique of communication—the written, which first supplemented 
and then displaced the antecedent oral tradition (pp. 292-95). Epic poetry 
relied on narrative, which both stimulated and depended on emotionally 
shared experience; the more abstract categorization of reality became pos-
sible with the introduction of the alphabet and writing, and it opened the 
doors of history to conceptualization. Both Christianity and Marxism stepped 
through these doors. 
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m a s t e r t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y t e c h n i q u e s o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , r a t h e r 

t h a n r e j e c t t h e m . T h i s m a y b e d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e s t u d e n t " r e v o l u -

t i o n a r y c l a s s " t o d o , s i n c e i t i s n e c e s s a r i l y t r a n s i t i o n a l i n c h a r a c t e r 

a n d s u b j e c t t o c o n s t a n t c h a n g e . T h i s d o e s n o t p r e c l u d e t h e p o s -

s i b i l i t y t h a t s t u d e n t m i l i t a n t s m i g h t w e l l o p t o u t o f s o c i e t y 

p e r m a n e n t l y a n d b e c o m e — e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r h a r d e n i n g p r i s o n 

e x p e r i e n c e — p r o f e s s i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a n d t h a t t h e i n f l o w o f 

n e w s t u d e n t s m a y k e e p a l i v e t h e f e e l i n g s o f r e s t l e s s n e s s a n d 

r e b e l l i o n . I t i s n o t , h o w e v e r , c e r t a i n t h a t t h e o l d e r e x - s t u d e n t 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w i l l b e a b l e t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r t i e s w i t h t h e n e w 

g e n e r a t i o n o f y o u n g e r s t u d e n t s , f r o m w h o m t h e y w i l l b e i n c r e a s -

i n g l y s e p a r a t e d b y a g e . T h e y w i l l r u n t h e r i s k o f b e c o m i n g r e b e l s 

o u t s i d e o f a " c l a s s . " E a c h s t u d e n t g e n e r a t i o n w i l l t h e n h a v e t o 

c r e a t e i t s o w n l e a d e r s h i p , i t s o w n a s p i r a t i o n s a n d t e c h n i q u e s , 

b e f o r e i t t o o f a d e s f r o m t h e s c e n e . I t i s p e r h a p s n o a c c i d e n t t h a t 

h i s t o r y i s , a f t e r a l l , a c e m e t e r y o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y y o u t h m o v e m e n t s . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c o m i n g w a v e s o f s t u d e n t s m a y e n t e r a n e n v i r o n -

m e n t g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g m o r e w i l l i n g t o t o l e r a t e t h e e x i s t e n c e 

o f a l t o g e t h e r d e v i a n t s u b c u l t u r e s a n d o f f e r i n g s o c i a l s u p p o r t e v e n 

t o t h o s e w h o c h o o s e t o d i v o r c e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m s o c i e t y . M a n y o f 

t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y y o u n g e r r e b e l s — e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o a r e p a t h -

o l o g i c a l r a t h e r t h a n p o l i t i c a l i n t h e i r m o t i v a t i o n — m a y w e l l c h o o s e 

t h a t p a t h . F i n a l l y , a s s o c i a l c h a n g e c o n t r i b u t e s t o t h e s p r e a d o f 

e d u c a t i o n a n d k n o w l e d g e , t h e d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e 

s t u d e n t m a y b e b l u r r e d ; a s s o c i e t y b e c o m e s m o r e k n o w l e d g e -

o r i e n t e d a n d t h e s t u d e n t m o r e s o c i a l l y i n v o l v e d , t h e g a p b e t w e e n 

s t u d e n t l i f e a n d s o c i e t y w i l l n a r r o w . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e c h a l l e n g e o f t h e s t u d e n t g e n e r a t i o n a s a w h o l e 

t o r i g i d h i e r a r c h i e s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s a n d t o t h e s o c i a l 

o r d e r o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e h a s h a d t h e e f f e c t o f r e o p e n i n g t h e 

m o r e b a s i c q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e p u r p o s e s o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a -

t i o n . W h a t s h o u l d b e t h e b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e i n t e r n a l a n d t h e 

e x t e r n a l q u a l i t i e s o f l i f e ? W h a t i s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f p e r s o n a l 

l i b e r t y t o s o c i a l e q u a l i t y ? T h e s e q u e s t i o n s a c q u i r e n e w m e a n i n g 

a n d c a l l f o r n e w d e f i n i t i o n s w h e n e v e r a m a j o r h i s t o r i c a l c r i s i s 

d o m i n a t e s o u r c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f r e a l i t y . 
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4. Ideas and Ideals 
beyond Ideology 

T h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c a n b e s a i d t o r e p r e s e n t t h e i n t e l -

l e c t u a l s u p r e m a c y o f t h e i d e a o f l i b e r t y , b u t t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 

i s w i t n e s s i n g t h e t r i u m p h o f e q u a l i t y . F o r m o s t p e o p l e l i b e r t y 

f o u n d i t s p o l i t i c a l e m b o d i m e n t i n t h e n a t i o n , a n d o n l y f o r r e l a -

t i v e l y f e w w a s i t i n p r o c e d u r a l g u a r a n t e e s f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l . T h e 

l a s t c e n t u r y w a s , t h e r e f o r e , p r i m a r i l y t h e t i m e o f n a t i o n a l i s m , a n d 

o n l y s e c o n d a r i l y o f l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y . T h e s e a r c h f o r f o r m s i n 

w h i c h t h e i d e a o f e q u a l i t y c a n b e e x p r e s s e d i s c u r r e n t l y t h e 

s t r o n g e s t m o t i v a t i n g i m p u l s e b e h i n d t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f u n i v e r s i t y 

s t u d e n t s i n t h e W e s t a n d o f y o u t h f u l c r i t i c s o f t h e p r i v i l e g e d c o m -

m u n i s t e l i t e s ; i t a l s o g u i d e s r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n b l a c k s a n d w h i t e s 

b o t h i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d i n A f r i c a , a n d b e t w e e n t h e r i c h e r 

a n d t h e p o o r e r c o u n t r i e s . 

W e h a v e t h u s r e a c h e d t h e s t a g e i n m a n k i n d ' s h i s t o r y w h e r e t h e 

p a s s i o n f o r e q u a l i t y i s a u n i v e r s a l , s e l f - c o n s c i o u s f o r c e . W h a t i s 

m o r e , s i n c e e q u a l i t y i s n o t l i k e l y t o b e a t t a i n e d o n t h e o b j e c t i v e 

p l a n e , i t m a y b e s o u g h t m o r e a n d m o r e o n t h e s u b j e c t i v e p l a n e . 

W i t h r e a l e q u a l i t y i m p o s s i b l e , e q u a l i t y t h r o u g h e m o t i o n b e c o m e s 

a s u b s t i t u t e , w i t h p a s s i o n a t e c o n f l i c t a n d h o s t i l i t y c r e a t i n g t h e 

i l l u s i o n o f e q u a l i t y . 

The Quest for Equality 

T h e p a s s i o n f o r e q u a l i t y i s s t r o n g t o d a y b e c a u s e f o r t h e first 

t i m e i n h u m a n h i s t o r y i n e q u a l i t y i s n o l o n g e r i n s u l a t e d b y t i m e a n d 

d i s t a n c e . N a t i o n a l i s m s p r e a d d u r i n g a c e n t u r y a n d a h a l f a s p o p u -

l a t i o n s g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e p o l i t i c i z e d a s a s i d e e f f e c t o f l i t e r a c y a n d 
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i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , b u t t h e r e j e c t i o n o f i n e q u a l i t y w i t h i n a n d b e -

t w e e n n a t i o n s h a s b e c o m e t h e d o m i n a n t m o o d i n a m e r e m a t t e r 

o f d e c a d e s . I n t h i s r e g a r d , a s i n t h e r e b e l l i o n o f t h e y o u n g e r 

g e n e r a t i o n , t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f g l o b a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d o f n e w l y 

e d u c a t e d m a s s e s i s t h e d e c i s i v e s t i m u l u s . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e a n d 

t h e p a s s i o n f o r e q u a l i t y — i f n o t t h e i d e a o f e q u a l i t y i t s e l f — i s q u i t e 

c a u s a l . F r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f g e n e r a t i n g s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 

m o t i v a t i o n , i t i s a m a t t e r o f e n o r m o u s i m p o r t t h a t " t h e p o o r l i v e 

a s m u c h i n t h e n e w s o f t w a r e m u l t i b i l l i o n d o l l a r s e r v i c e e n v i r o n -

m e n t o f w o r l d i n f o r m a t i o n a s t h e w e a l t h y d o . " 4 8 N a t i o n a l o p -

p r e s s i o n a n d c l a s s o p p r e s s i o n h a d t o b e d i r e c t a n d p e r s o n a l b e f o r e 

t h e y c o u l d g e n e r a t e c o u n t e r r e a c t i o n . T o d a y t h e s e n s e o f i n e q u a l i t y 

c a n b e v i c a r i o u s a n d n e v e r t h e l e s s e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y i n t e n s e , b e c a u s e 

i t c a n b e m a g n i f i e d b e y o n d t h e l e v e l o f p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . 

B u t t h o u g h t h e c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e i d e a o f e q u a l i t y c u r r e n t l y 

c o m m a n d s t h e g r e a t e s t a l l e g i a n c e , t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f e q u a l i t y r e -

m a i n s e l u s i v e . I n t h e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s t h e s t r u g g l e f o r p o l i t i c a l 

e q u a l i t y i n v o l v e s t h e d e s i r e t o d o a w a y w i t h t h e r i g h t t o r u l e a s 

a p r i v i l e g e o f o n l y a f e w ; w i t h t h e r i g h t t o r e a d a n d t o t r a v e l 

f r e e l y a s a p r o f e s s i o n a l p r e r o g a t i v e o f o n l y t h o s e a t t h e t o p o f t h e 

p o w e r e l i t e ; w i t h t h e r i g h t t o b u y w h a t o n e d e s i r e s a s a n a d v a n -

t a g e e n j o y e d o n l y b y t h o s e o n g o v e r n m e n t a l a s s i g n m e n t s a b r o a d 

o r w i t h a c c e s s t o s p e c i a l s t o r e s f o r h i g h o f f i c i a l s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

c o m m u n i s t p a r t y l e a d e r s , w h o h a v e l o n g a s s u m e d t h a t t h e e l i m i -

n a t i o n o f p r o p e r t i e d c l a s s e s w o u l d a u t o m a t i c a l l y e n s u r e s o c i a l 

e q u a l i t y a s t h e b a s i s f o r p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y , find t h i s d e s i r e f o r 

l i b e r t a r i a n e q u a l i t y d i f f i c u l t t o c o m p r e h e n d . 

I n t h e n e w a n d d e v e l o p i n g s t a t e s , t h e d i f f i c u l t y i n d e f i n i n g 

e q u a l i t y i s c o m p o u n d e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t i n m o s t c a s e s c o m p l a i n t s 

r e s u l t n o t o n l y f r o m i m m e d i a t e s o c i a l i n e q u i t i e s b u t f r o m a n a c u t e 

s e n s e o f d e p r i v a t i o n v i s - a - v i s t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d . T h e s m a l l s i z e 

o f m a n y o f t h e n e w s t a t e s f u r t h e r i n t e n s i f i e s t h e i r f e e l i n g o f i m -

p o t e n c e a n d c o m p l i c a t e s t h e t a s k o f r e d r e s s . * T h e i r e c o n o m i c 

* "The median population of all states independent before 1776 is today 
22.6 million, of those emerging from the first anticolonial revolution and the 
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d e p e n d e n c e o n u n s t a b l e c o m m o d i t y m a r k e t s a n d f o r e i g n c a p i t a l 

m e a n s t h a t t h e i r l i b e r t y i s h i g h l y r e l a t i v e a n d t e n u o u s . T h e r e s u l t 

i s a c o n d i t i o n i n w h i c h l i b e r t y s e e m s t h r e a t e n e d b y t h e a b s e n c e 

o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l e q u a l i t y . 

I t i s t h e d e s i r e f o r e q u a l i t y t h a t h a s m a d e m o s t o f t h e l e a d e r s 

o f t h e n e w s t a t e s e m b r a c e s o c i a l i s m . T h e y s e e i n s o c i a l i s m a 

v e h i c l e f o r e n s u r i n g t h e o b j e c t i v e s w h i c h m o s t o f t h e m s h a r e : t h e 

flowering o f t h e i r n a t i o n s ' o w n d i s t i n c t i v e c u l t u r e s , n a t i o n a l e c o -

n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d t h e g r a d u a l e r o s i o n o f i n t e r n a l a n d 

e x t e r n a l i n e q u a l i t y . T h e i r s o c i a l i s m s h a r e s t h e M a r x i s t a n a l y s i s o f 

c a p i t a l i s m a n d t h e L e n i n i s t d e s c r i p t i o n o f i m p e r i a l i s m , t h o u g h 

t h e l e a d e r s t e n d t o s t r e s s t h a t t h e i r e c o n o m i c a p p r o a c h a v o i d s t h e 

e r r o r s n o t o n l y o f c a p i t a l i s m b u t o f c o m m u n i s m a s w e l l . 4 9 I n d e e d , 

s o m e l e a d e r s h a v e c l a i m e d t h a t t h e i r s o c i a l i s m — l e s s d o g m a t i c a n d 

e n r i c h e d b y i n d i g e n o u s t r a d i t i o n s — w o u l d p r o v i d e t h e w o r l d w i t h 

a m o r e h u m a n e a l t e r n a t i v e t h a n e i t h e r t h e d o c t r i n a i r e m a t e r i a l -

i s m o f c o m m u n i s m o r t h e s o c i a l i n d i f f e r e n c e o f t h e c o r p o r a t e 

W e s t . 5 0 W r i t i n g j u s t b e f o r e t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f i n d e p e n d e n c e i n 

K e n y a , T o m M b o y a , i n d i s c u s s i n g t h e A f r i c a n c o n c e p t o f s o c i a l -

i s m , d e c l a r e d t h a t e v e n t u a l l y A f r i c a " w i l l s h o w t h e r e s t o f t h e 

w o r l d w h a t f r e e d o m r e a l l y m e a n s . " 5 1 

T h e s e v i e w s , h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e s s e n t i a l l y u n s t r u c t u r e d a n d u n -

s y s t e m a t i z e d . T h o u g h t h e y h a v e b e e n d e s c r i b e d b y s o m e s c h o l a r s 

a s a n i d e o l o g y , t h e y t e n d t o l a c k t h e s y s t e m a t i c , c o h e r e n t , i n -

t e g r a t e d , a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s u s t a i n e d c h a r a c t e r o f e i t h e r s o c i a l i s m 

o r c o m m u n i s m , a n d t h e r e i s a n a b s e n c e o f f o r m a l d o g m a s a n d i n -

s t i t u t i o n a l e m b o d i m e n t . T h o u g h t h e y b a c k t h e i r v i e w s b y u n d e m -

o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l p o w e r a n d p h r a s e t h e m i n a t e r m i n o l o g y l a r g e l y 

d e r i v e d f r o m M a r x i s m , a n d t h o u g h t h e y a r e n e c e s s a r i l y p r e o c c u -

p i e d w i t h i m p r o v i n g m a n ' s e c o n o m i c l i f e , t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e n e w 

dissolution of dynastic empires (1776-1945), 5.2 million, and of those that 
won their independence in the last two decades, only 3.4 million. There 
may be some disagreement on the optimum size of a nation-state, but there 
is little doubt that'it is above three or four million. The very size of the newly 
proclaimed states, particularly in Africa, makes it difficult for them to realize 
those aspirations of modernity and power, of dignity and prosperity, which 
their leaders profess" (Dankwart Rustow, A World of Nations, Washington, 
D.C., 1967, p . 247). 
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n a t i o n s t e n d t o l a y s t r e s s o n t h e p r e - e m i n e n c e o f n a t i o n h o o d a n d 

o f t h e s p i r i t u a l i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e h u m a n b e i n g . T h i s i s a l s o t r u e 

o f t h e n e w i n d i g e n o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l s — t h o s e i n t h e s o c i a l l a y e r i m -

m e d i a t e l y b e l o w t h e p r e s e n t T h i r d W o r l d l e a d e r s — w h o t e n d t o 

b e e v e n m o r e r a d i c a l i n t h e i r o u t l o o k , m o r e s u s c e p t i b l e t o r a c i s t 

a p p e a l s , a n d h i g h l y e m o t i o n a l i n b e h a v i o r . 5 2 T h e i r e c s t a t i c M a r x -

i s m i s a f a r c r y f r o m e i t h e r t h e s c h o l a s t i c i s m o f M a r x o r t h e o r g a n -

i z a t i o n a l s i n g l e - m i n d e d n e s s o f L e n i n . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f s e v e r a l y e a r s o f i n d e p e n d e n c e h a s 

h a d a c h i l l i n g e f f e c t o n t h o s e w h o o r i g i n a l l y s a w i n t h e n e w n a -

t i o n s a n e x p r e s s i o n o f a m o r e h u m a n e v i s i o n a n d a n e x a m p l e f o r 

o t h e r s . I n m a n y o f t h e n e w s t a t e s t h e r u l i n g e l i t e s h a v e r e s t r i c t e d 

l i b e r t y o n t h e g r o u n d t h a t s u c h r e s t r i c t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y t o fight 

i n e q u a l i t y b y e l i m i n a t i n g p r i v i l e g e o n t h e h o m e f r o n t a n d b y 

m o b i l i z i n g n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s t o b r i d g e t h e w i d e n i n g g a p b e t w e e n 

t h e n a t i o n a n d t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . 5 3 T h e p a s s i o n f o r e q u a l i t y h a s 

i n s o m e p l a c e s b e e n d e b a s e d i n t o a r a c i a l n a t i o n a l i s m t h a t finds i t s 

e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e e x p u l s i o n o f n o n n a t i v e t r i b e s m e n ( C h i n e s e f r o m 

I n d o n e s i a , A s i a n s f r o m E a s t A f r i c a ) a n d m o r e g e n e r a l l y i n a 

x e n o p h o b i c a n d e v e n r a c i a l r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e d e v e l o p e d w h i t e 

w o r l d a s t h e p r i n c i p a l e x p l o i t e r . T h e n e w p o l i t i c a l e l i t e s h a v e 

s h o w n a s t r o n g p r o p e n s i t y t o w a r d c o n s p i c u o u s c o n s u m p t i o n , a t 

s o m e e x p e n s e t o t h e i r s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f e q u a l i t y p o s e s i t s e l f r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t l y i n t h e 

m o r e d e v e l o p e d a n d p r o s p e r o u s c o u n t r i e s . T h e r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i t h a s t a k e n t h e f o r m o f o p p o s i t i o n t o " b i g n e s s " 

i n i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s . O p p o n e n t s o f " b i g n e s s " a r g u e 

t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s i s d e c e p t i v e b e c a u s e t h e " o n e m a n , o n e 

v o t e " f o r m u l a m e r e l y o b s c u r e s t h e u n d e r l y i n g i n e q u a l i t y o f p o w e r 

b e t w e e n t h e i n d i v i d u a l a n d , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e c o r p o r a t i o n s . M o r e 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e n o t i o n o f e q u a l i t y — r a t h e r t h a n t h a t o f l i b e r t y — 

h a s b e e n a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e c i v i l - r i g h t s s t r u g g l e i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . F o r m a l " l i b e r t y " h a s b e e n g r a d u a l l y a n d p a i n f u l l y o b t a i n e d 

b y t h e b l a c k s w i t h t h e p a s s a g e o f c i v i l - r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n , p a r t i c u -

l a r l y l e g i s l a t i o n g u a r a n t e e i n g t h e r i g h t t o v o t e . T h a t " l i b e r t y , " 
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h o w e v e r , h a r d l y a s s u r e s t h e b l a c k s e q u a l i t y i n A m e r i c a , a n d t h e 

b l a c k m a n s s t r u g g l e t o d a y i s t o o b t a i n t h e " e q u a l i t y " t h a t t h e 

w h i t e m a n a l r e a d y p o s s e s s e s . D e f i n i n g t h a t " e q u a l i t y " i s p r e c i s e l y 

w h a t p e r p l e x e s t h e c o l l e g e p r e s i d e n t o r t h e c i t y m a n a g e r , t o w h o m 

l i b e r t y h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n s y n o n y m o u s w i t h e q u a l i t y . 

T h e s o c i a l t e n s i o n s i n t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d — a n d t h i s i s t r u e o f 

s o m e c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s a s w e l l a s o f m o r e p l u r a l i s t i c s o c i e t i e s 

— h i g h l i g h t t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f s e e k i n g e q u a l i t y p u r e l y o n t h e e x -

t e r n a l a n d m a t e r i a l p l a n e . A f t e r s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s o f s o c i a l a c t i v i s m 

— w h i c h e m p h a s i z e d t h e e x t e r n a l m a n — c o n t e m p o r a r y m a n i n t h e 

a d v a n c e d i n d u s t r i a l c o u n t r i e s c o n f r o n t s a c r i s i s o f s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n 

f o r w h i c h h e finds n o s a t i s f a c t o r y a n s w e r s i n e i t h e r e s t a b l i s h e d 

r e l i g i o n o r i d e o l o g y . W i t h t h e g r a d u a l f a d i n g o f n a t i o n a l i s t a n d 

i d e o l o g i c a l p a s s i o n s , i n n e r c e r t i t u d e a n d e x t e r n a l c o m m i t m e n t 

h a v e y i e l d e d t o i n n e r a m b i g u i t y a n d e x t e r n a l u n c e r t a i n t y . 

Syncretic Belief 

W h e n M i c h e l F o u c a u l t p r o c l a i m e d " t h e d e a t h o f m a n , " h e w a s 

e x p r e s s i n g i n a l m o s t N i e t z s c h e a n t e r m s t h e p e s s i m i s m i n h e r e n t i n 

t h e r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t P r o m e t h e a n i d e o l o g i e s . * T h a t r e a c t i o n , i n 

* This pessimism has been summarized in Robert Bailey's Sociology Faces 
Pessimism (The Hague, 1958, pp. 116-17) in ten propositions, contrasting the 
European Zeitgeist of a hundred years ago with that of today: 

EUROPEAN ZEITGEIST 

One hundred years ago 
1. There is progress. 
2. Social evolution is linear. 
3- Western civilization is mov-

ing continually toward greater 
heights in cultural and social de-
velopment. 

4- Man is rational. 
5- Society is composed of individ-

uals who, being rational or capa-
ble of becoming rational, shall 
boost mankind to new levels of 
accomplishment. 

Today 
1. There is no progress. 
2. Social evolution is cyclical. 
3. Western civilization is in a period 

of disintegration and decline. 

4. Man is nonrational or irrational. 
5. Society is composed of masses 

who, being nonrational and eas-
ily influenced, shall reduce man-
kind to mediocrity. 
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t u r n , r e f l e c t s t h e s c i e n t i f i c c o m p l e x i t y o f m o d e r n s o c i e t y , w h i c h 

s t i m u l a t e s a f e e l i n g o f f u t i l i t y a n d i m p o t e n c e o n t h e p a r t o f t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l . F o u c a u l t ' s v i e w s , a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a s c h o o l o f t h o u g h t 

c a l l e d " s t r u c t u r a l i s m , " h a v e b e e n c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y a c r i t i c a s t h e 

i d e o l o g y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y t e c h n o c r a c y , f o r F o u c a u l t s e e s m a n 

a s t h e o b j e c t o f a p r o c e s s w h i c h d e p r i v e s h i m o f a n y a u t o n o m y 

a n d r u l e s h i m i m p e r s o n a l l y , a c c o r d i n g t o a s t r u c t u r a l d y n a m i c . 5 4 

T h e r e j e c t i o n o f c o n s c i o u s h i s t o r y — t h u s s t r i k i n g a t t h e h e a r t o f 

t h e i d e o l o g i c a l - r e l i g i o u s a p p r o a c h t h a t h a s d o m i n a t e d W e s t e r n 

t h i n k i n g — i s i t s e l f a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y c r i s i s i n v a l u e s , 

a s s u m p t i o n s , a n d b e l i e f s a n d o f t h e c o l l a p s e o f a l l i n t e g r a t e d a n d 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y p u r p o s i v e h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . * 

C e n t u r i e s a g o , i n t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o n s , m a n d e f i n e d t h e n o r m s 

t h a t o u g h t t o g u i d e t h e r e l a t i o n s a m o n g m e n . N o w , f o r t h e first 

t i m e i n r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y , m a n i s b e g i n n i n g — t h o u g h j u s t b e -

g i n n i n g — t o l i b e r a t e h i m s e l f f r o m t h e o p p r e s s i v e s t r u g g l e t o s u r -

v i v e a s a p h y s i c a l b e i n g . T h i s h a s p r o m p t e d a r e n e w e d c o n c e r n 

w i t h t h e m o r e e l u s i v e , s p i r i t u a l a s p e c t s o f e x i s t e n c e ; ! i t h a s a l s o 

6. Scientific truth and knowledge 6. Scientific truth and knowledge 
are beneficial for society. may be harmful for society. 

7. Myth and superstition are harm- 7. Myth and superstition may be 
ful. beneficial. 

8. A society represents a harmony 8. A society is composed always of 
of interests, a communum bo- conflicting interests. 
num. 

9. Society is ruled by the consent of 9. Society is ruled by the elite, 
the people. 

10. Democracy and the humanitarian 10. Democracy and the humanitarian 
social values serve to protect in- social values are unfortunate mis-
dividual and community inter- takes that result in the rule of un-
ests. educated masses. 

0 Structuralism also involves a critique of Sartre's existentialism, which, in 
its stress on individual moral autonomy, was itself a reaction to the ideological 
emphasis on the individual's submissive identification with collective and 
purposive history-making. 
t In the words of one of the participants in the Harvard University Program 
on Technology and Science: "With the advent of the affluent industrial so-
cieties science tends to replace economic productivity as a primary social 
goal. As science is able more and more to satisfy its material needs with less 
human effort, it becomes more preoccupied with the spiritual and intellectual 
needs. It must develop new goals and aspirations in order to remain viable 
as a social order. . . . Many times in the past scientists have believed that 
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created a s t a t e o f a g i t a t i o n , i n w h i c h s y s t e m a t i c d i a l o g u e i n c r e a s -

i n g l y b r e a k s d o w n b e c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f s h a r e d a s s u m p t i o n s . 

N a t u r a l l y , t h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e o f t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l c o m m u n i t y , 

t h o u g h t h e r e a c t i o n g r a d u a l l y c o m m u n i c a t e s i t s e l f t o t h e b o d y 

p o l i t i c . A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e a b i d e b y p r o -

c e d u r a l p o l i t i c a l o r d e r o n l y a s l o n g a s t h a t o r d e r w o r k s , b u t t h e y 

h a v e l e s s a n d l e s s i n t e r n a l c o m m i t m e n t t o i t . ( T h e p a s s i v e b e -

h a v i o r o f t h e F r e n c h p e o p l e d u r i n g t h e M a y 1 9 6 8 c o l l a p s e o f 

p o l i t i c a l o r d e r i s a c a s e i n p o i n t . ) T o b e s u r e , t h e r e i s m u c h d i s -

c u s s i o n t o d a y o f t h e n e e d t o r e a s s e r t h u m a n v a l u e s , o f t h e p r i -

o r i t y o f m a n a g a i n s t t h e t y r a n n y o f p o l i t i c a l d e s p o t s o r d e h u m a n -

i z i n g t e c h n o c r a t s , b u t i n o u r t i m e — a s o p p o s e d t o t h e s i t u a t i o n i n 

e r a s w h e n r e l i g i o n o r i d e o l o g y w a s d o m i n a n t — t h e m e a n s , t h e 

f o r m s , a n d t h e i n n e r s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e s e g o a l s r e m a i n e x t r a o r d i -

n a r i l y u n d e f i n e d . ( T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P h i l o s o p h i c a l C o n g r e s s i n 

V i e n n a i n 1 9 6 8 w a s , f o r e x a m p l e , d o m i n a t e d b y t h e v i e w t h a t c o n -

t e m p o r a r y p h i l o s o p h y m u s t b e i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e " s t r u g g l e , " 

b u t how i t w a s t o c o n t r i b u t e w a s n e v e r s p e c i f i e d . ) 

I t i s d o u b t f u l , t h e r e f o r e , w h e t h e r t h e g r o w i n g c o n c e r n w i t h t h e 

a b s t r a c t a n d t h e s p i r i t u a l , a n d e v e n t h e e v i d e n c e s o f n e w i n t e r e s t 

i n r e l i g i o s i t y — i n o t h e r w o r d s , a l l m a t t e r s s u b s u m e d u n d e r t h e 

t e r m " t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e " — w i l l i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e l e a d t o t h e 

e m e r g e n c e o f n e w f o r m a l i d e o l o g i e s o r r e l i g i o n s . S c i e n t i f i c c o m -

p l e x i t y a n d s k e p t i c i s m — r e i n f o r c e d b y t h e i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c e f f e c t s 

o f i n c r e a s e d r e l i a n c e o n a u d i o - v i s u a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n ( t e l e v i s i o n ) 

— w o r k a g a i n s t t h e s y s t e m a t i c a n d d o g m a t i c q u a l i t i e s o f a n i d e -

o l o g y . I n t h i s s e n s e i t i s t h e r e f o r e r i g h t t o s p e a k o f " t h e e n d o f 

i d e o l o g y . " R e l i g i o n a n d i d e o l o g y w e r e p a r t o f a n a g e i n w h i c h 

r e a l i t y w a s s t i l l d o g m a t i c a l l y c o m p r e s s i b l e i n t o i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e d 

all the significant questions had been answered, and the only task remaining 
was to fill in the details, to work out the full ramifications of the conceptual 
structure whose main framework was completely delineated. Yet each time 
the expectation has proved to be wrong. Each new major advance has re-
vealed an unsuspected new world, a new conceptual structure embedded in 
the old, and subsuming it" (Harvey Brooks, "Can Science Be Planned?" 
Harvard University Program on Technology and Science, 1968, pp. 13-14 
Litalics added]). 
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c o m p a r t m e n t s ; b o t h w e r e r e i n f o r c e d b y t h e u r g e n t d e s i r e t o t r a n s -

l a t e t h e i d e a l i n t o t h e r e a l . W h a t m o r e p r o b a b l y l i e s a h e a d i s a 

t u r n t o w a r d m o r e p e r s o n a l , l e s s s t r u c t u r e d , m o r e s u b j e c t i v e l y d e -

fined a t t e m p t s a t a s y n t h e s i s o f t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d t h e s p i r i t u a l — 

t h o u g h p e r h a p s n o t h i n g q u i t e s o m y s t i c a l a s T e i l h a r d d e C h a r -

d i n ' s t h i n k i n g . I n a n y c a s e , t h i s a p p e a r s t o b e t h e t r e n d a m o n g 

c o n t e m p o r a r y C h r i s t i a n a n d r e v i s i o n i s t M a r x i s t t h i n k e r s . 

T h o u g h i t i s i n d i v i d u a l l y e n r i c h i n g , t h e r e i s t h e d a n g e r t h a t 

t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t m i g h t w o r k a g a i n s t t h e d u r a b i l i t y o f l i b e r a l 

d e m o c r a c y . I n t e l l e c t u a l c o n f u s i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l d i s a g r e e m e n t , t o 

s a y n o t h i n g o f s i m p l e i n s e c u r i t y , m i g h t w e l l s t i m u l a t e a s e a r c h f o r 

e x t e r n a l s o u r c e s o f s t a b i l i t y — w h i c h w o u l d t a k e t h e f o r m o f e i t h e r 

r e p r e s s i o n o r t h e b e s t o w a l o f c o n f i d e n c e o n a d o m i n a n t p e r -

s o n a l i t y . M o r e o v e r , "a s o c i e t y t h a t c a r r i e s e c l e c t i c i s m t o t h e p o i n t 

w h e r e n o t o n l y t h e t o t a l c u l t u r e b u t t h e i n d i v i d u a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s 

b e c o m e s a m e r e c o n g e r i e s o f d i s a s s o c i a t e d e l e m e n t s w i l l find i t 

i m p o s s i b l e t o m a k e a c o l l e c t i v e d e c i s i o n a s t o w h a t m a n s h a l l 

m a k e o f m a n . " 5 5 A l e a d e r c a n t h e n b e a s u b s t i t u t e f o r t h e i n t e -

g r a t i v e t a s k s o f s o c i e t y , w h i c h a r e o t h e r w i s e p e r f o r m e d b y e i t h e r 

a f o r m a l o r a n i m p l i c i t l y s h a r e d i d e o l o g y . * I n t h e a b s e n c e o f 

s o c i a l c o n s e n s u s , s o c i e t y ' s e m o t i o n a l a n d r a t i o n a l n e e d s m a y b e 

f u s e d — m a s s m e d i a m a k e t h i s e a s i e r t o a c h i e v e — i n t h e p e r s o n 

o f a n i n d i v i d u a l w h o i s s e e n a s b o t h p r e s e r v i n g a n d m a k i n g t h e 

n e c e s s a r y i n n o v a t i o n s i n t h e s o c i a l o r d e r . G i v e n t h e c h o i c e b e -

t w e e n s o c i a l a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s o r d e r — a n d b y t h i s i s n o t m e a n t 

a n y t h i n g t h a t e v e n a p p r o a c h e s a r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n — a n d 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n p e r s o n a l l e a d e r s h i p , i t i s v e r y p r o b a b l e t h a t e v e n 

s o m e p r e s e n t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d l i b e r a l d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t i e s w o u l d 

o p t f o r t h e l a t t e r . 

* Daniel Bell has described the social functions of ideology in the following 
terms: "Within every operative society there must be some creed—a set of 
beliefs and values, traditions and purposes—which links both the institu-
tional networks and the emotional affinities of the members into some tran-
scendental whole. And there have to be some mechanisms whereby those 
values can be not only 'internalized' by individuals (through norms) but 
also made explicit for the society—especially one which seems consciously 
to shape social change; and this explicating task is the function of ideology' 
("Ideology and Soviet Politics," Slavic Review, December 1965, p. 595). 
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T h e t e m p t a t i o n t o c h o o s e s e c u r i t y a s a n a l t e r n a t i v e t o c o m -

p l e x i t y m a y g r o w i n t h e y e a r s a h e a d , b e c a u s e " t h e e n d o f i d e o l -

o g y , " f a r f r o m d i m i n i s h i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f i d e a s a n d i d e a l s i n 

p o l i t i c s , i s u s h e r i n g i n a n a g e i n w h i c h a b s t r a c t i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e m e a n i n g o f p e r s o n a l a n d s o c i a l l i f e a r e a g a i n b e c o m i n g c e n -

t r a l . I t i s p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b e l i e f s n o l o n g e r b o t h 

c o n f i n e a n d d e f i n e t h e f r a m e w o r k o f t h e d i a l o g u e t h a t t h e d i a -

l o g u e i s b e c o m i n g m o r e i n t e n s e a n d f a r - r a n g i n g . T h e r e s u l t i s a 

r e n e w e d c o n f l i c t o f i d e a s , b u t n o t o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d i d e o l o g i e s ; 

r e n e w e d i n t e r e s t i n r e l i g i o s i t y , b u t n o t i n o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n s . 

I n t h i s n e w a n d p a s s i o n a t e d i a l o g u e , e s t a b l i s h e d a n d w i d e l y 

u s e d t e r m i n o l o g i e s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y u s e l e s s . T e r m s s u c h a s c a p i -

t a l i s m , d e m o c r a c y , s o c i a l i s m , a n d c o m m u n i s m — e v e n n a t i o n a l i s m 

— a r e n o l o n g e r a d e q u a t e t o p r o v i d e r e l e v a n t i n s i g h t s . I n i d e o l o g -

i c a l l y d o m i n a t e d s o c i e t i e s , s u c h a s t h e c o m m u n i s t n a t i o n s , t h i s 

i n a d e q u a c y e x p r e s s e s i t s e l f m o r e a n d m o r e i n e v e n o v e r t a t t a c k s 

o n t h e o f f i c i a l i d e o l o g y ; i n s o c i e t i e s w i t h l o o s e r , m o r e i m p l i c i t 

v a l u e s , i t p r o m p t s a s e a r c h f o r s o m e a c c e p t a b l e a n d r e l e v a n t 

f r a m e w o r k . I n b o t h c a s e s t h e a c c e n t i s o n t h e n e e d t o c o m b i n e 

t h e p r e v i o u s l y d o m i n a n t e m p h a s i s o n e x t e r n a l m a n w i t h r e n e w e d 

a t t e n t i o n t o h i s i n n e r l i f e . I n b o t h c a s e s — a s w a s t r u e o f M a r x i s m 

i n t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e — t h e r e i s t h e f e l t n e e d f o r a n e w i n t e l l e c t u a l 

s y n t h e s i s . 

I t i s s y m p t o m a t i c o f o u r a g e t h a t d e s p i t e i t s i n t e n s e t u r b u l e n c e 

i t h a s n o t p r o d u c e d a r e l e v a n t c o n c e p t o f r e v o l u t i o n : a s t r a t e g y 

o f a c t i o n d e s i g n e d t o r e p l a c e o p e r a t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d v a l u e s 

w i t h a n e w s e t ; t h a t i s , b o t h a m e t h o d o f c h a n g e a n d t h e s u b -

s t a n c e o f t h a t c h a n g e . T h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e d i d p r o d u c e s u c h a 

c o n c e p t ( M a r x i s m ) , a n d i t w a s l a t e r a p p l i e d t o c o u n t r i e s i n t h e 

p r o c e s s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . T h e r e i s n o s u c h t h e o r y a v a i l a b l e t o 

t h e p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t i e s , n o r h a s t h e N e w L e f t s u c c e e d e d i n 

p r o v i d i n g o n e . M o r e o v e r , w h e r e a s i n t h e p a s t i d e o l o g i e s o f c h a n g e 

g r a v i t a t e d f r o m t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d t o l e s s d e v e l o p e d a r e a s — 

t h e r e b y s t i m u l a t i n g i m i t a t i o n o f t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d — t o d a y t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o w o r l d s a r e s o p r o n o u n c e d t h a t i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t t o c o n c e i v e o f a n e w i d e o l o g i c a l w a v e o r i g i n a t i n g f r o m 
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t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d a n d r a p i d l y a c q u i r i n g r e l e v a n c e f o r u n d e r -

d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s . 

T o t a l i n t e g r a t i v e r e v o l u t i o n s w e r e p o s s i b l e b e c a u s e i n t e g r a t i v e 

i d e o l o g i e s p r o v i d e d a f r a m e w o r k f o r t o t a l c h a n g e a n d r e c o n -

s t r u c t i o n . T h e i n t e g r a t i v e i d e o l o g y w a s i n i t s e l f a r e f l e c t i o n o f a n 

a g e i n w h i c h a u t h o r i t y r e s t e d o n c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d b e l i e f s a n d 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t y , w i t h i t s c l a i m t o i n f a l l i b i l i t y , 

w a s t h u s t h e e p i t o m e o f a n a g e o f i n t e g r a t e d g r a n d v i s i o n s a n d 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i n s t i t u t i o n s . R a p i d s c i e n t i f i c c h a n g e , t h e m a s s i v e 

e d u c a t i o n a l e x p l o s i o n , a n d t h e i n t e n s e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i m p l o s i o n 

a r e a l l f a c t o r s t h a t m a k e f o r h i g h l y v o l a t i l e b e l i e f s a n d r e a c t i o n s 

a n d c r e a t e a s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h s u b j e c t i v e f e e l i n g s a r e m o r e i m -

p o r t a n t t h a n c o l l e c t i v e c o m m i t m e n t t o a b l u e p r i n t f o r s o c i a l a c -

t i o n a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , f o r t h e p r e s e n t , b o t h t h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n - u n i f i c a t i o n 

t e n s i o n s t h a t a r e s t i m u l a t e d o n t h e p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , a n d i n -

t e l l e c t u a l p l a n e s b y t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l a n d e l e c -

t r o n i c a g e a n d t h e p e r s i s t e n c e i n a n e w e r a o f i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d 

s o c i a l f o r m s d e r i v e d f r o m a n o t h e r a g e p o i n t t o w a r d a t i m e o f 

t u r b u l e n c e r a t h e r t h a n t o w a r d a t i m e o f f u n d a m e n t a l r e v o l u t i o n . 

T h e m o r e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d i s f a c i n g a c r i s i s o f i t s l i b e r a l , d e m o -

c r a t i c c o n s e n s u s ; t h e c o m m u n i s t w o r l d i s finding i t d i f f i c u l t t o 

a d a p t i t s i d e o l o g y ; t h e T h i r d W o r l d s e e k s a f r a m e o f r e f e r e n c e i n 

a m o d i f i e d f o r m o f s o c i a l i s m t h a t s u b s t i t u t e s e m o t i o n f o r o r t h o -

d o x y . I n t h e p a s t t h e w o r l d l i v e d i n a n e n v i r o n m e n t o f c o m p a r t -

m e n t a l i z e d u n i f o r m i t y : a g r a r i a n s o c i e t i e s , b a s i c a l l y s i m i l a r i n 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e b u t d i f f e r e n t i a t e d i n r e l i g i o n s a n d c u l -

t u r e s , w e r e i s o l a t e d f r o m o n e a n o t h e r ; t o d a y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c r e a l i t i e s , e x i s t i n g i n a n i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e x t o f c r u m -

b l i n g r e l i g i o n s a n d i d e o l o g i e s , o v e r l a p p e r c e p t u a l l y . T h e p s y c h i c 

c e r t i t u d e o f t h e p a s t t h u s g i v e s w a y t o p s y c h i c t e n s i o n ; c o n f i d e n c e 

o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s y i e l d s t o f e e l i n g s o f g u i l t o r r e s e n t f u l i n f e r i o r i t y . * 

• Thus, in the past when Christians and Moslems hated one another they 
did so in self-righteous confidence; today Third World citizens may hate 
Americans for their wealth but at the same time despise their own felt in-
feriority, whereas Americans feel guilty about their wealth but savor a feel-
ing of technological superiority. 
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I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t i n t h e p r e s e n t p h a s e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l t u r m o i l 

t h e r e a r e f o r t h e first t i m e t h e s e e d s o f a g l o b a l l y r e l e v a n t p e r -

s p e c t i v e . T h e a s s e r t i v e l y u n i v e r s a l i s t i d e o l o g i e s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y w e r e i n f a c t h i g h l y p a r o c h i a l i n t h e i r o r i g i n s , a n d t h u s 

t h e y q u i c k l y m e r g e d w i t h n a t i o n a l i s m . ( T h i s t u r n e d o u t t o b e 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e o f c o m m u n i s m u n d e r S t a l i n . ) T h e s e e m i n g l y i n -

n e r - o r i e n t e d i d e a s a n d i d e a l s t h a t d o m i n a t e — i n a h i g h l y u n s t r u c -

t u r e d m a n n e r — t h e c u r r e n t d i a l o g u e a r e i n f a c t m u c h m o r e c o n -

c e r n e d w i t h t h e u n i v e r s a l p r o b l e m s o f m a n a n d w i t h t h e r e i n t e -

g r a t i o n o f t h e s p i r i t u a l a n d t h e m a t e r i a l . 

M a n ' s v i s i o n o f h i m s e l f w a s a t first h i g h l y p r i m i t i v e a n d f r a g -

m e n t a r y , r e f l e c t i n g t h o u s a n d s o f s m a l l c u l t u r e s . O u t o f t h e s e 

e v e n t u a l l y e m e r g e d s e v e r a l r e l i g i o n s w i t h u n i v e r s a l a s p i r a t i o n s , 

t h o u g h e a c h w a s s t i l l c u l t u r a l l y a n d t e r r i t o r i a l l y c o n f i n e d . T h e 

a g e o f s e c u l a r i s m g a v e r i s e t o a m o r e p o l i t i c a l v i s i o n , i n w h i c h n a -

t i o n a l i s m ( e l e v a t e d i n t o a u n i v e r s a l p r i n c i p l e ) w a s c o m b i n e d 

w i t h l a r g e l y E u r o p e a n - d e r i v e d i d e o l o g i e s t h a t a s p i r e d t o u n i v e r -

s a l a p p l i c a b i l i t y . W h e t h e r o u r p h a s e i s a t r a n s i t i o n o r t h e b e g i n -

n i n g o f a m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n i s l i k e l y t o b e v e r y 

m u c h i n f l u e n c e d b y w h a t h a p p e n s i n t h e t w o m a j o r s o c i e t i e s o f 

o u r t i m e — t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n — a n d b y w h a t 

h a p p e n s t o t h e t w o m a j o r c o n t e m p o r a r y v i s i o n s o f t h e m o d e r n 

w o r l d — l i b e r a l i s m a n d c o m m u n i s m . 
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M a r x i s m , b o r n o f t h e s o c i a l u p h e a v a l p r o d u c e d b y t h e c o m -

b i n e d e f f e c t s o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l a n d n a t i o n a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n s , p r o -

v i d e d a u n i q u e i n t e l l e c t u a l t o o l f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d h a r n e s s i n g 

t h e f u n d a m e n t a l f o r c e s o f o u r t i m e . A s b o t h a p r o d u c t a n d a 

r e s p o n s e t o a p a r t i c u l a r l y t r a u m a t i c p h a s e o f m a n s h i s t o r y , i t 

s u p p l i e d t h e b e s t a v a i l a b l e i n s i g h t i n t o c o n t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y ; i t 

i n f u s e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n w i t h s t r o n g e t h i c a l e l e m e n t s ; i t f o r m e d t h e 

b a s i s f o r a s u s t a i n e d a t t a c k o n a n t i q u a t e d p r e - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ; a n d i t r a i s e d t h e b a n n e r o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m i n a n a g e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d o m i n a t e d b y n a t i o n a l h a t r e d s . 

A s t h e first s t a t e t o h a v e p u t M a r x i s t t h e o r y i n t o p r a c t i c e , t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n c o u l d h a v e e m e r g e d a s t h e s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r o f t h i s 

c e n t u r y ' s m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l s y s t e m o f t h o u g h t a n d a s t h e s o c i a l 

m o d e l f o r r e s o l v i n g t h e k e y d i l e m m a s f a c i n g m o d e r n m a n . Y e t 

t o d a y S o v i e t c o m m u n i s m i s a c o n s e r v a t i v e b u r e a u c r a t i z e d d o c -

t r i n e . I n C h i n a , t h e s c e n e o f t h e m o s t e x t e n s i v e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

M a r x i s t p r i n c i p l e s t o e x t r e m e i n d u s t r i a l b a c k w a r d n e s s , c o m m u -

1 2 3 
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n i s m i s a c u r i o u s m i x t u r e o f e t h n o c e n t r i c n a t i o n a l i s m a n d i d e o -

l o g i c a l f u n d a m e n t a l i s m ; i n t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t c o m m u n i s m 

i s v i t a l o n l y t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t i t b l u r s i t s i d e o l o g i c a l i d e n t i t y b y 

c o l l a b o r a t i n g w i t h i t s e r s t w h i l e i d e o l o g i c a l r i v a l s ; a n d i n t h e E a s t 

i t s i d e o l o g i c a l m i l i t a n c y f e e d s o n a d e l i b e r a t e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h 

t h e m o s t f a n a t i c n a t i o n a l i s t p a s s i o n s . I n s u m , c o n t e m p o r a r y c o m -

m u n i s m h a s s a c r i f i c e d M a r x i s m ' s P r o m e t h e a n c o m m i t m e n t t o u n i -

v e r s a l h u m a n i s m . 

T h e t r a g e d y o f c o m m u n i s m a s a u n i v e r s a l p e r s p e c t i v e i s t h a t 

i t c a m e b o t h t o o e a r l y a n d t o o l a t e . I t w a s t o o e a r l y t o b e a s o u r c e 

o f t r u e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , b e c a u s e m a n k i n d w a s o n l y j u s t a w a k e n -

i n g t o n a t i o n a l s e l f - a w a r e n e s s a n d b e c a u s e t h e l i m i t e d t e c h n o -

l o g i c a l m e a n s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n a v a i l a b l e w e r e n o t y e t r e a d y t o 

r e i n f o r c e a u n i v e r s a l p e r s p e c t i v e . I t c a m e t o o l a t e f o r t h e i n d u s -

t r i a l W e s t , b e c a u s e n a t i o n a l i s m a n d l i b e r a l c o n c e p t s o f s t a t e -

r e f o r m i s m p r e - e m p t e d i t s h u m a n i s t a p p e a l t h r o u g h t h e n a t i o n -

s t a t e . I t c a m e t o o e a r l y f o r t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l E a s t , w h e r e i t s e r v e d 

a s t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a l a r m c l o c k f o r t h e d o r m a n t m a s s e s , s t i m u -

l a t i n g i n t h e m i n c r e a s i n g l y r a d i c a l n a t i o n a l i s m . 

T o o l a t e i n t h e W e s t , t o o e a r l y i n t h e E a s t , c o m m u n i s m f o u n d 

i t s m o m e n t o f o p p o r t u n i t y i n n e i t h e r W e s t n o r E a s t b u t i n t h e 

h a l f w a y h o u s e o f R u s s i a . I t s f a i l u r e s a n d s u c c e s s e s , a s w e l l a s i t s 

s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r , t h e r e f o r e , h a v e t o b e s e e n i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h a t 

p e c u l i a r fifty-year t i e b e t w e e n a w o u l d - b e u n i v e r s a l i s t d o c t r i n e 

a n d a h i g h l y s p e c i f i c E u r a s i a n n a t i o n a l s e t t i n g . T o t h e p r e s e n t -

d a y w o r l d t h e p r a c t i c a l r e a l i t y o f c o m m u n i s m i s m a i n l y w h a t 

R u s s i a h a s m a d e o f i t . 

T o m o d e r n m a n c o m m u n i s m i n C h i n a r e p r e s e n t s o n l y a p o t e n -

t i a l a n d d o e s n o t o f f e r a r e l e v a n t e x a m p l e . T h o u g h s o m e a s p e c t s 

o f C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s m — i t s a l l e g e d p u r i t a n i s m , i t s s e e m i n g l y 

p e r m a n e n t r e v o l u t i o n , i t s i d e o l o g i c a l m i l i t a n c y — m a y a p p e a l t o 

t h e m o r e d i s a f f e c t e d a n d e m o t i o n a l W e s t e r n i n t e l l e c t u a l s , a s a 

s o c i a l m o d e l C h i n a o f f e r s l i t t l e g u i d a n c e t o t h o s e c o n c e r n e d w i t h 

t h e p r o b l e m s o f a d v a n c e d i n d u s t r i a l c i v i l i z a t i o n . S t i l l s t r u g g l i n g 

w i t h i t s o w n b a c k w a r d n e s s , s u f f e r i n g f r o m p o l i t i c a l u n c e r t a i n t i e s , 
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m i r e d i n c o n f l i c t s w i t h i t s i m m e d i a t e n e i g h b o r s , i n c r e a s i n g l y S i n i -

f y i n g i t s M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , C h i n a m a y b e a r e v o l u t i o n a r y s y m -

b o l f o r s o m e , b u t i t h a r d l y o f f e r s a b l u e p r i n t f o r c o p i n g w i t h 

t h e s o c i a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l d i l e m m a s p o s e d b y t h e p o s t - i n d u s -

t r i a l a g e . 

T o b e s u r e , C h i n a m a y a p p e a r i n a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t t o s o m e o f 

t h e w o u l d - b e r e v o l u t i o n a r y e l i t e s i n t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s . 

F o r s o m e o f t h e m , C h i n a p r o v i d e s a n a t t r a c t i v e e x a m p l e o f n a -

t i o n a l d i s c i p l i n e a n d i d e o l o g i c a l d e d i c a t i o n , o f a m a s s i v e s o c i a l 

e f f o r t t o m o d e r n i z e i n s p i t e o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l b a c k w a r d n e s s . B u t 

e v e n o n t h i s l e v e l t h e C h i n e s e m o d e l i s r e l e v a n t o n l y a s a n e x -

a m p l e o f w i l l a n d p u r p o s e , a s a g u i d e t o t h e f u t u r e , n o t a s a n 

e x a m p l e o f h o w c o m m u n i s m r e s p o n d s t o t h e p r o b l e m s o f m o -

d e r n i t y . T h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n p r o v i d e s t h e o n l y 

a n s w e r t o t h a t c r u c i a l t e s t . 

O n e m a n d o m i n a t e d a l m o s t t w o - t h i r d s o f S o v i e t h i s t o r y , 

a n d h i s n a m e i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b o t h a s y s t e m o f r u l e a n d a p a r -

t i c u l a r a p p r o a c h t o c o n s t r u c t i n g c o m m u n i s m . N o e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

c o m m u n i s m ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y r o l e i n t h e w o r l d , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f 

w i t h i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , c a n a f f o r d t o o v e r l o o k S t a l i n ' s r o l e a n d 

S t a l i n ' s l e g a c y . T h a t l e g a c y i s r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e S o v i e t s t a t e ' s 

c u r r e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d m o d e s o f o p e r a t i o n , a n d e v e n t h o u g h a l -

m o s t t w o d e c a d e s h a v e p a s s e d s i n c e S t a l i n ' s d e a t h , a n y S o v i e t 

d i s c u s s i o n o f r e f o r m s t i l l i n e v i t a b l y r e v o l v e s a r o u n d t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f b r e a k i n g w i t h S t a l i n i s m . 

1. The Stalinist Paradox 
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T h i s i s q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . T h e S o v i e t s t a t e a n d t h e S o v i e t 

s o c i e t y o f t o d a y w e r e c r e a t e d b y a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d s o c i a l r e v o l u -

t i o n d e l i b e r a t e l y c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e p o l i t i c a l e l i t e . V i o l e n t a n d 

c o s t l y , t h a t r e v o l u t i o n s h o u l d n o t b e c o n f u s e d w i t h t h e B o l s h e v i k 

s e i z u r e o f p o w e r i n 1 9 1 7 , f o r i t o c c u r r e d m o r e t h a n a d e c a d e l a t e r . 

D u r i n g t h e c r u c i a l y e a r s o f 1 9 3 0 - 1 9 4 0 , i n t h e c o u r s e o f w h i c h 

S o v i e t s o c i e t y w a s r e s h a p e d t o m i r r o r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s 

o f t h e p o l i t i c a l r u l e r s , t h a t r e v o l u t i o n c o n s u m e d a t l e a s t s i x a n d 

a h a l f m i l l i o n l i v e s * a s t h e n e w S o v i e t s t a t e t o o k s h a p e . I t w a s 

t h a t r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h s p a w n e d S o v i e t R u s s i a ' s p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l 

e l i t e . I t w a s t h a t r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h i s s a i d t o h a v e c o n s t r u c t e d 

t h e first s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y b a s e d o n M a r x i s m a n d t o h a v e l a i d t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n s f o r i t s e v e n t u a l e n t r a n c e i n t o c o m m u n i s m . I t i s a l s o 

t h a t r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h b e g s t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r t h a t s p e c i f i c 

c h a r a c t e r w a s necessary t o a s s u r e t h e i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a s -

s o c i a t e d s o i n t e g r a l l y w i t h t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e n e w s o c i e t y . 

The Necessity of Stalinism 

T h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e " n e c e s s i t y " o f S t a l i n i s m s h o u l d n o t b e 

c o n f u s e d w i t h t h a t o f i t s " i n e v i t a b i l i t y . " I n r e t r o s p e c t , i n e v i t a -

b i l i t y c a n a l w a y s b e m o r e e a s i l y d e t e c t e d i n w h a t d i d h a p p e n 

t h a n i n w h a t d i d n o t . S t a l i n i s m b e c a m e " i n e v i t a b l e " b e c a u s e 

M a r x i s t p o w e r first t o o k r o o t i n a s p e c i f i c R u s s i a n e n v i r o n m e n t 

f o r m e d b y a n a u t o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l t r a d i t i o n , i n t e l l e c t u a l f r u s t r a -

t i o n , a n d a s t r o n g p r o p e n s i t y t o w a r d m e s s i a n i s m . A s a r e s u l t , c e r -

t a i n f a c e t s o f M a r x i s m w e r e r e i n f o r c e d a t t h e e x p e n s e o f o t h e r s . 

I t w a s L e n i n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n , a n d t h e m a r k o f h i s g e n i u s , t o h a v e 

* The most detailed accounting is in Robert Conquest's The Great Terror, 
New York, 1968. He concludes that approximately one million persons were 
actually executed between 1936 and 1938 (p. 529), that at least two million 
more died in camps during these years (p. 532), to which one may also 
add the at least three and a half million who died during the collectivization 
(p- 533)- My own calculations are that of the ruling party's 2.4 million 
members, no less than 850,000 were purged during 1937-1938 alone (The 
Permanent Purge, Cambridge, Mass., 1956, pp. 98-110). It should be noted 
that estimates made by others have been higher. 
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b e e n a b l e t o a d a p t M a r x i s m t o h i s n a t i v e R u s s i a , a n d i n s o d o i n g 

t o h a v e c r e a t e d b o t h M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t i d e o l o g y a n d t h e B o l s h e v i k 

p a r t y . 

L e n i n ' s v i c t o r y o v e r h i s r i v a l s w i t h i n t h e R u s s i a n M a r x i s t m o v e -

m e n t a n d , m o r e i m p o r t a n t , h i s s e i z u r e o f p o w e r u p o n t h e c o l -

l a p s e o f t h e o l d a u t o c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e , l a i d t h e b a s i s f o r t h e s u c -

c e s s f u l " d e - W e s t e r n i z a t i o n " o f M a r x i s m , a v i c t o r y o f o r i e n t a l 

d e s p o t i c p r o p e n s i t i e s o v e r o c c i d e n t a l d e m o c r a t i c t e n d e n c i e s . H i s 

e m p h a s i s o n d o g m a t i c b e l i e f , o n v i o l e n c e , o n c o n s p i r a t o r i a l a c t i v -

i t y , a n d o n t h e a l m o s t t o t a l s u b o r d i n a t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o t h e 

p a r t y (partiinost), a s w e l l a s h i s i n t o l e r a n c e o f d i s s e n t a n d h i s 

p a r a n o i d s u s p i c i o u s n e s s ( a l l t o s o m e e x t e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 

M a r x ' s o w n b e h a v i o r ) , b o t h r e f l e c t e d a n d e x t e n d e d t h e b r u t a l 

a u t o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n i n w h i c h h e o p e r a t e d . 

I t c a n t h e r e f o r e b e a r g u e d t h a t S t a l i n ' s e m e r g e n c e a s t o p 

l e a d e r — a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e o r i e n t a l s t y l e a n d m o o d o f h i s d e s -

p o t i s m 1 — w a s f a c i l i t a t e d , i f n o t d i c t a t e d , b y L e n i n ' s c o n c e p t o f 

t h e p a r t y a s a n e l i t i s t g r o u p s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e " t r a d e - u n i o n m e n -

t a l i t y " o f t h e w o r k e r s a n d h o s t i l e t o t h e i n e r t i a a n d c o n s e r v a t i s m 

o f t h e p e a s a n t s . I n t o l e r a n c e o f o p p o s i t i o n a n d i n s i s t e n c e o n o b e d i -

e n c e t o t h e p a r t y f a c i l i t a t e d t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a b u r e a u c r a t i c a l l y 

s k i l l e d d i c t a t o r c a p a b l e o f e x p l o i t i n g t h e s e t r a d i t i o n s t o p a r a l y z e 

w o u l d - b e o p p o n e n t s a n d r i v a l s . W r i t i n g f r o m e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 

p e r s p e c t i v e s , L e o n a r d S c h a p i r o a n d I s a a c D e u t s c h e r , w h o c e r -

t a i n l y d i d n o t s e e e y e t o e y e e i t h e r o n L e n i n i s m o r S t a l i n i s m , 

b o t h c o n v e y e d t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h L e n i n i s m m a d e S t a l i n i s m 

p o s s i b l e b y i n h i b i t i n g e f f e c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n w i t h i n t h e p a r t y t o 

S t a l i n ' s c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f p o w e r . 2 I f L e n i n d i d n o t m a k e S t a l i n i n -

e v i t a b l e , h e a t l e a s t m a d e e f f e c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n t o h i m w i t h i n t h e 

p a r t y i m p o s s i b l e . 

T h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e " n e c e s s i t y " o f S t a l i n i s m i s , h o w e v e r , a d i f -

f e r e n t o n e . I t p e r t a i n s t o t h e p r o b l e m o f w h e t h e r S t a l i n i s t m e t h -

o d s — a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g S t a l i n i s t s y s t e m — w e r e n e e d e d t o e f f e c t t h e 

s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y , i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . E v e n i f i t 

i s a s s u m e d t h a t S t a l i n i s m a s a p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w a s " i n e v i t a b l e , " 
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i t d o e s n o t f o l l o w t h a t t h e e n o r m o u s h u m a n s a c r i f i c e t h a t S t a l i n 

e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e S o v i e t p e o p l e w a s n e c e s s a r y t o m o d e r n i z e a n d 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e R u s s i a a n d t h e n o n - R u s s i a n n a t i o n s o f t h e U S S R . 

T h a t s a c r i f i c e m a y h a v e b e e n n e c e s s a r y t o p r e s e r v e t h e S t a l i n i s t 

s y s t e m , 0 b u t t o a d v a n c e t h a t p r o p o s i t i o n i s t o s h i f t t h e g r o u n d 

o f t h e a r g u m e n t a n d t o m a k e t h e c a s e t h a t t o m a i n t a i n S t a l i n ' s 

p o w e r S t a l i n i s t m e a n s h a d t o b e u s e d . T h e r e i s n o g a i n s a y i n g t h a t 

a r g u m e n t . 

I t d o e s n o t , h o w e v e r , p r o v i d e a n a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n 

w h e t h e r S t a l i n i s t m e t h o d s h a d t o b e u s e d t o m o d e r n i z e a n d i n -

d u s t r i a l i z e R u s s i a a n d t h e n o n - R u s s i a n n a t i o n s o f t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n . T h e q u e s t i o n i s i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e t h e e n t i r e e d i f i c e o f 

S o v i e t l e g i t i m a c y — t h e a u t h o r i t y a n d t h e p o w e r o f t h e p r e s e n t 

S o v i e t e l i t e — i s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e c l a i m t h a t t h e p a s t i s e s s e n t i a l l y 

o n e o f g l o r i o u s a n d h e r o i c a c h i e v e m e n t , o n l y s l i g h t l y m a r r e d b y 

S t a l i n ' s o c c a s i o n a l m i s c o n d u c t v i s - a - v i s s o m e o f h i s c o m r a d e s . D e -

s p i t e t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y d e t a i l e d a n d g o r y a c c o u n t s o f S t a l i n ' s 

c r i m e s m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e e n t i r e S o v i e t p u b l i c d u r i n g t h e 

T w e n t y - s e c o n d C o n g r e s s o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n i n 1 9 6 1 , t h e t e n d e n c y o f t h e p o s t - K h r u s h c h e v S o v i e t 

l e a d e r s h a s b e e n t o m i n i m i z e S t a l i n ' s m i s d e e d s a n d t o s t r e s s t h e 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f t h e t h i r t i e s . T h e i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t t h e p a r t y 

a c t e d c o r r e c t l y t h r o u g h o u t , a n d h e n c e t h a t i t s c l a i m t o p o w e r i s 

d e r i v e d f r o m t h e e s s e n t i a l l y i n f a l l i b l e l e a d e r s h i p i t h a s p r o v i d e d 

b o t h i n t h e p a s t a n d i n t h e p r e s e n t . 

I t i s o n t h i s c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e p r e s e n t S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m 

b a s e s i t s c l a i m t o m o r a l i t y a n d u n i v e r s a l i t y . T o q u e s t i o n t h e f o r m 

o f t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t s o c i e t y i s t o q u e s t i o n t h e l e g i t -

i m a c y o f t h e p r e s e n t r u l e r s , a l b e i t i n d i r e c t l y . E v e n m o r e , i t i s 

t o q u e s t i o n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l e v a n c e o f t h e S o v i e t m o d e l , a n d 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s L e n i n i s t - S t a l i n i s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f p o w e r i n t h e 

0 The Stalinist theory that class struggle intensifies as progress toward social-
ism accelerates—which conflicts with the notion that class struggle is a con-
sequence of the existence of hostile classes but which justifies increased 
police terror—was functionally convenient to the interests of Stalin's policies 
and power. 
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h a n d s o f a s m a l l b u r e a u c r a t i c p a r t y e l i t e . T h e e v e n t s i n C z e c h o -

s l o v a k i a i n 1 9 6 8 , t h e S o v i e t a t t a c k s o n t h e C h i n e s e " C u l t u r a l 

Revolution" b e c a u s e i t u n d e r m i n e d t h e p r i m a c y o f C h i n e s e p a r t y 

o f f i c i a l s , a n d t h e l o n g - s t a n d i n g S o v i e t c r i t i c i s m o f t h e Y u g o s l a v 

d i l u t i o n o f p a r t y s u p r e m a c y a l l s h o w t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e 

S o v i e t e l i t e s t i l l c o n s i d e r s i t s p o l i t i c a l m o d e l t o b e o f b r o a d e r s i g -

n i f i c a n c e . T h i s l i n k b e t w e e n d o m e s t i c i n t e r e s t s a n d f o r e i g n a s p i r a -

t i o n s e x p l a i n s S o v i e t s e n s i t i v i t y t o s u g g e s t i o n s b y b o t h M a r x i s t 

a n d n o n - M a r x i s t s c h o l a r s t h a t t h e S t a l i n i s t m o d e o f t r a n s f o r m i n g 

S o v i e t s o c i e t y w a s w a s t e f u l , c r u e l , a n d — m o s t i m p o r t a n t — n e i t h e r 

o u t s t a n d i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l n o r n e c e s s a r y . 

D i d S t a l i n h a v e a n y a l t e r n a t i v e ? A t l e a s t s o m e R u s s i a n s — 

M a r x i s t s a s w e l l a s n o n - M a r x i s t s — h a d e n v i s a g e d m e a n s b y w h i c h 

R u s s i a n i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n c o u l d h a v e b e e n a c h i e v e d i n a m a n n e r 

l e s s p h y s i c a l l y a n d m o r a l l y c o s t l y t h a n t h a t p u r s u e d b y S t a l i n , 

t h o u g h o n a c o m p a r a t i v e l y a m b i t i o u s s c a l e . E v e n b e f o r e t h e 1 9 1 7 

R e v o l u t i o n , R u s s i a n s c h o l a r s w e r e d r a w i n g u p p l a n s f o r t h e m o d -

e r n i z a t i o n o f t h e i r c o u n t r y . P e r h a p s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p l a n w a s 

c o n t a i n e d i n t h e s t u d y c o n c l u d e d i n 1 9 1 8 b y P r o f e s s o r V . G r i n -

e v e t s k i i , r e c t o r o f t h e M o s c o w I n s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l o g y , w h i c h o u t -

l i n e d a s y s t e m a t i c p r o g r a m , t o l a s t s e v e r a l d e c a d e s , f o r t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c o u n t r y . A c c o r d i n g t o a n e x t r e m e l y i n f o r m a -

t i v e a n a l y s i s o f t h i s s t u d y , 3 i n a d d i t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g f o r d e l i b e r a t e 

s t a t e a c t i o n , G r i n e v e t s k i i p l a c e d g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s t h a n S o v i e t 

p l a n n e r s d i d o n p r i c e s i g n a l s a n d p r o f i t c r i t e r i a a s a m e a n s b y 

w h i c h t o a r r i v e " i n m o s t c a s e s a t t h e s a m e p r i o r i t i e s , p o l i c i e s , a n d 

e v e n s p e c i f i c i n v e s t m e n t c h o i c e s a s t h o s e s e l e c t e d b y S o v i e t p l a n -

n e r s i n d i s r e g a r d o f t h e s e c r i t e r i a . " I n d e e d , t h e t o p p r i o r i t i e s 

a d o p t e d b y S o v i e t p l a n n e r s i n t h e e a r l y five-year p l a n s c l o s e l y 

m a t c h e d t h o s e e n v i s a g e d b y G r i n e v e t s k i i : e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n , t h e r e -

l o c a t i o n o f i n d u s t r y a n d p o p u l a t i o n e a s t w a r d , h y d r o e l e c t r i c d e v e l -

o p m e n t , c a n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d s o f o r t h . 4 T h o u g h t h e s t a n d a r d 

S o v i e t c l a i m h a s b e e n t h a t S o v i e t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n w a s d e r i v e d 

f r o m " t h e g r a n i t e f o u n d a t i o n s o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , " t h e r e i s 

a b u n d a n t e v i d e n c e t h a t S o v i e t p l a n n e r s , s o m e o f t h e m G r i n e v e t -
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s k i i s f o r m e r c o l l e a g u e s , r e l i e d h e a v i l y o n h i s w o r k , a c c e p t i n g h i s 

t a r g e t s t h o u g h r e j e c t i n g h i s f o r m u l a f o r a m o r e flexible d e c i s i o n -

m a k i n g p r o c e s s a n d f o r g r e a t e r ( t h o u g h n o t e x c l u s i v e ) r e l i a n c e 

o n p r i c e s i g n a l s a n d p r o f i t c r i t e r i a . 

W i t h i n t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t y , t h e r e w e r e a l s o a l t e r n a t i v e p l a n s 

f o r i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , m o s t n o t a b l y t h o s e c o m i n g f r o m B u k h a r i n 

a n d t h e s o - c a l l e d " R i g h t O p p o s i t i o n . " S o m e w h a t l i k e G r i n e v e t s k i i , 

t h e y a d v o c a t e d a p o l i c y i n w h i c h p o s i t i v e i n d u c e m e n t s w o u l d b e 

e m p l o y e d t o e n c o u r a g e t h e p e a s a n t s t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n 

a n d t o m a k e t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n s h a r e s o m e o f t h e s o c i a l b u r -

d e n s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , t h e t i m e t a b l e f o r w h i c h w o u l d b e s o m e -

w h a t e x t e n d e d . T h e y w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y o p p o s e d t o r a p i d c o e r c i v e 

c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n — t h e m e a n s u s e d b y S t a l i n t o e x t r a c t a s u r p l u s 

f r o m t h e p e a s a n t r y — a n d i n t h a t o p p o s i t i o n t h e y w e r e l a t e r s u p -

p o r t e d e v e n b y T r o t s k y , w h o i n i t i a l l y h a d b e e n a s t r o n g o p p o n e n t 

o f B u k h a r i n . B y 1 9 3 0 , T r o t s k y h a d c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e p h y s i c a l 

l i q u i d a t i o n o f m i l l i o n s o f k u l a k s w a s a n i m m o r a l " m o n s t r o s i t y , " 

w h i c h w a s i n i t i a t i n g a v i c i o u s c i r c l e o f c o m p u l s i o n a n d v i o l e n c e 

t h a t w a s b o u n d t o e n g u l f t h e s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e a n d t o d i s c r e d i t 

c o m m u n i s m . 5 P e r h a p s e v e n m o r e d a m a g i n g f r o m t h e S o v i e t p o i n t 

o f v i e w h a v e b e e n t h e m o r e r e c e n t o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e o t h e r w i s e 

o r t h o d o x a n d h i g h l y p r o - S o v i e t P o l i s h c o m m u n i s t l e a d e r , W l a d y -

s l a w G o m u l k a . S p e a k i n g o n N o v e m b e r 2 3 , 1 9 6 1 , h e s i m i l a r l y l a -

b e l e d c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n " a s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e p r o c e s s o f g r o w i n g 

l a w l e s s n e s s , v i o l a t i o n o f s o c i a l i s t l e g a l i t y , t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n 

a t m o s p h e r e o f f e a r , a n d t h e g r o w t h u n d e r t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e 

p e r s o n a l i t y c u l t , t h e c u l t o f S t a l i n . " * 

0 Whether collectivization facilitated rapid industrialization is a matter of 
debate among the economists. It is indisputable, however, that its extraor-
dinarily brutal character precipitated a rapid decline in agricultural resources 
that might have contributed to investment. "The gross output of agricul-
ture fell from 124 in 1928 (1913-100) to 101 in 1933, and was only 109 
in 1936, while that of cattle farming declined from 137 in 1928 to 65 in 
1933 and then rose slowly to 96 in 1936. Throughout the nineteen-thirties 
the grain crops did not exceed the pre-1913 level or were somewhat below 
it" (Deutscher, The Prophet Outcast, London, 1963, p. 99). A specialist in 
Soviet agriculture, in reviewing the recent Soviet reconsideration of that 
difficult period, reached the conclusion that "with larger grain and currency 
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I t s h o u l d a l s o b e n o t e d t h a t S t a l i n i s m p u t a n e n d t o a p e r i o d 

o f u n p r e c e d e n t e d c r e a t i v i t y i n R u s s i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e , p o e t r y , a n d 

t h e s c i e n c e s . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 2 0 s , i n t h e i m m e d i a t e p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n -

a r y p h a s e , R u s s i a e x u d e d a s e n s e o f a w a k e n e d , v i b r a n t e n e r g y . 

T h e m a s s i v e t e r r o r a n d t h e i d e o l o g i c a l o r t h o d o x y o f S t a l i n i s m 

p r o m p t e d c a u t i o n a n d c o n f o r m i t y . E v e n i n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r e a l m 

M a r x i s t t h o u g h t w a s r e d u c e d t o a n i n t e l l e c t u a l l y r e g r e s s i v e c a t e -

c h i s m , f o r w h i c h S t a l i n ' s Dialectical and Historical Materialism 
( 1 9 3 8 ) s e r v e d a s t h e a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g f r a m e o f r e f e r e n c e . 

A d i f f e r e n t r a n g e o f i s s u e s i s p o s e d b y t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r 

S o v i e t d e v e l o p m e n t , t h o u g h m o r a l l y a n d p h y s i c a l l y c o s t l y , a t -

t a i n e d g o a l s u n m a t c h e d b y a n y o t h e r s o c i e t y . T h i s , o f c o u r s e , h a s 

s p e c i a l r e l e v a n c e n o t o n l y t o t h e i n t e r n a l h i s t o r i c a l l e g i t i m a c y o f 

t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m b u t p a r t i c u l a r l y t o i t s s t a n d i n g a s a m o d e l f o r 

o t h e r s o c i e t i e s . T h i s c l a i m h a s b e e n d i s p u t e d b y s o m e E a s t e r n 

E u r o p e a n e c o n o m i c h i s t o r i a n s a s w e l l a s b y t h o s e i n t h e W e s t . 

A m o n g t h e W e s t e r n e r s , W a l t R o s t o w h a s d e v e l o p e d p e r h a p s t h e 

m o s t p o i n t e d ( a n d c o n t r o v e r s i a l ) c h a l l e n g e t o S t a l i n i s t a c h i e v e -

m e n t s i n m o d e r n i z a t i o n . H e a r g u e s t h a t t h e c o m m u n i s t s " i n -

h e r i t e d a n e c o n o m y t h a t h a d t a k e n o f f " i n i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

i n t h e t w o d e c a d e s p r i o r t o W o r l d W a r I , a n d t h a t " S t a l i n w a s 

t h e a r c h i t e c t n o t o f t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n o f a b a c k w a r d c o u n t r y , b u t 

o f t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f i t s m o d e r n i z a t i o n . " 6 M o r e o v e r , h e s e e s 

reserves and the existence of a more effective socialized sector, the govern-
ment's freedom to maneuver would have been considerably greater. The en-
tire edifice of the industrialization program need not have collapsed and it 
would have been possible to avoid the catastrophic decline in livestock herds, 
the necessity of devoting huge amounts of scarce capital to the task of 
merely replacing the loss of draught power, and the tying up of much scarce 
administrative talent in the apparatus of control and compulsion. 

Whether the Soviet government would have been able to remain in power 
without the mass collectivization of 1929-30 is a problem in which an econ-
omist qua economist does not have much to say, but he is entitled to think 
that a non-Stalinist Soviet government might well have been able to do so" 
(J. F. Karcz, "Thoughts on the Grain Problem," Soviet Studies, April 1967, 
PP- 429-30). Thus, although the marketable share of agriculture might (or 
might not) be smaller in a non-collectivized setting, it is reasonably safe to 
assume that even a smaller share of a larger total output would mean a 
larger supply in absolute terms. 
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s t r i k i n g p a r a l l e l s i n t h e p a t t e r n a n d p a c e o f b o t h A m e r i c a n a n d 

R u s s i a n i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , t h e f o r m e r c o m m e n c i n g a r o u n d t h e 

1 8 6 0 s a n d t h e l a t t e r i n t h e 1 8 8 0 s . 7 0 

S i m i l a r l y , C y r i l B l a c k , i n h i s s t u d y o f R u s s i a n m o d e r n i z a t i o n , 

h a s c i t e d c u m u l a t i v e d a t a s h o w i n g t h a t " i n t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f fifty 

y e a r s , t h e c o m p a r a t i v e r a n k i n g o f t h e U S S R i n c o m p o s i t e e c o -

n o m i c a n d s o c i a l i n d i c e s p e r c a p i t a h a s p r o b a b l y n o t c h a n g e d 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y . S o f a r a s t h e r a t h e r l i m i t e d a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e p e r -

m i t s a j u d g m e n t , t h e U S S R h a s n o t o v e r t a k e n o r s u r p a s s e d a n y 

c o u n t r y o n a p e r c a p i t a b a s i s s i n c e 1 9 1 7 w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e e x c e p -

t i o n o f I t a l y , a n d t h e n i n e t e e n o r t w e n t y c o u n t r i e s t h a t r a n k h i g h e r 

t h a n R u s s i a t o d a y i n t h i s r e g a r d a l s o r a n k e d h i g h e r i n 1 9 0 0 a n d 

1 9 1 9 . T h e p e r c a p i t a g r o s s n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t o f I t a l y , w h i c h i s j u s t 

b e l o w t h a t o f t h e U S S R t o d a y , w a s p r o b a b l y s o m e w h a t h i g h e r 

fifty y e a r s a g o . " 8 B l a c k s c o m p a r i s o n s i n c l u d e c o u n t r i e s t h a t , l i k e 

t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , w e r e b a d l y d e v a s t a t e d b y w a r s a n d h a d t o 

u n d e r g o e x t e n s i v e e c o n o m i c r e c o v e r y . O t h e r s t u d e n t s o f c o m -

p a r a t i v e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t h a v e a l s o t r i e d t o d e v i s e a 

s c h e m e f o r r a n k i n g c o u n t r i e s , a n d t h e y a g r e e t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

t o d a y r a n k s s o m e w h e r e i n t h e m i d d l e t w e n t i e s . 9 B l a c k i s l e d t o t h e 

o v e r - a l l c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 4 o t h e r s o c i e t i e s h a v e a c h i e v e d s i m i l a r r e -

s u l t s a t a s u b s t a n t i a l l y l o w e r c o s t , " a n d t h u s p u t s i n t o q u e s t i o n a 

m a j o r S o v i e t p r e m i s e a b o u t i t s o w n p a s t . f 

0 In such areas as steel, coal, petroleum, and electricity the over-all Ameri-
can rate has been somewhat higher, while in light industry and transporta-
tion the American performance has been spectacularly more impressive, 
t Soviet achievements in space, in weaponry, or in the magnitude of its 
over-all industrial growth have been admirable. Moreover, the Soviet Union 
has made impressive strides in education, mass culture, and social services, 
and it has created a solid and extensive scientific base for the country's 
further development. Thus, it ranked first among the developed nations in 
the number of doctors per hundred thousand population, and it provided the 
highest per-capita annual social-security benefits (Statistical Office of the 
European Communities, Basic Statistics, Brussels, 1967, pp. 131, 153). 

At the same time, it is useful to recall that in many respects the Soviet 
Union is a relatively average society as far as socio-economic development 
is concerned. The previously cited study by Black provides useful rankings 
of the Soviet Union in comparison with other states in such fields as educa-
tion (in the 5-19 age bracket the Soviet Union ranked thirty-ninth among 
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S u p p o r t f o r t h e s e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s h a s a l s o c o m e f r o m a c o m p a r -

a t i v e s t u d y o f g r o w t h i n s t e e l p r o d u c t i o n a s t h e k e y a s p e c t o f 

t h e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n p r o c e s s . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t S o v i e t e c o n -

o m i s t s , a s w e l l a s p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , h a v e f r e q u e n t l y r e l i e d o n s t e e l 

a s t h e m a j o r i n d i c a t o r o f S o v i e t i n d u s t r i a l g r o w t h . T h e a u t h o r o f 

t h i s s t u d y , S t e f a n K u r o w s k i , w r i t i n g i n c o m m u n i s t P o l a n d , o f f e r s 

extraordinarily d e t a i l e d c o m p a r i s o n s s h o w i n g t h a t u n d e r S t a l i n , 

S o v i e t s t e e l p r o d u c t i o n d i d n o t i n c r e a s e a t a s i g n i f i c a n t l y f a s t e r 

p a c e t h a n d u r i n g t h e m o r e r a p i d p h a s e o f t h e p r e - W o r l d W a r I 

R u s s i a n i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , a n d t h a t t h e s e r a t e s a p p r o x i m a t e d t h o s e 

a t t a i n e d b y o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y J a p a n , d u r i n g t h e i r c o r -

r e s p o n d i n g p h a s e s o f r a p i d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . * M o r e g e n e r a l l y , 

124 countries for which information was available in i960), communica-
tions (in i960 the Soviet Union ranked twenty-sixth in newspaper distribu-
tion per capita among 125 countries), in public health (in life expectancy 
the Soviet Union was thirteenth among 79 countries), and so on. 

In regard to such indicators of modernity as the availability of air com-
munications, radios, telephones, cars, highways, or computers, the Soviet 
Union was again in the lower ranks of the more developed countries. Thus, 
when compared with the more developed twenty-one countries (including 
the EEC and EFTA nations, Greece, Turkey, Finland, Spain, the United 
States, Canada, and Japan), the Soviet Union ranked twentieth in the num-
ber of telephones, seventh in the number of radio receivers, and twentieth 
in the number of passenger cars. 

The Soviet lag in the more complex areas, such as computers, is equally 
striking. Thus, it has been estimated that by 1968 the United States had 
approximately 50,000-70,000 computers in use, of which (according to Paul 
Armor, "Computer Aspects of Technological Change, Automation, and Eco-
nomic Progress," The Outlook for Technological Change and Employment, 
Appendix Vol. I to National Commission on Technology, Automation and 
Economic Progress, Technology and the American Economy, Washington, 
D.C., 1966, pp. 220-223) only 10 per cent were in use in the Defense De-
partment, AEC, and NASA; the corresponding nonmilitary Soviet figure was 
somewhere between 2000 and 3500, or approximately as many as were then 
operating in Japan or West Germany, or the United Kingdom, respectively 
(see the comprehensive estimates in Richard V. Burks, Technological Inno-
vation and Political Change in Communist Eastern Europe, RAND Memo-
randum, Santa Monica, Calif., August 1969, pp. 8-9) . For a fuller discussion 
of the current problems of innovation in the Soviet Union, see pp. 155-159 
of this book. 

Kurowski shows by projecting rates based on those from 1870 that Russian 
steel production would have grown between 1914 and 1920 to 11 million 
tons. In 1929 Soviet steel production had only reached the 1914 level, and 
by *935—after Stalin's First Five-Year Plan and the six years equivalent to 



i 6 2 } III: Communism: The Problem of Relevance 

r e l y i n g o n a m o r e e x t e n s i v e c o m p a r a t i v e a n a l y s i s t h a t i n v o l v e s 

s o m e d o z e n c o u n t r i e s o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 7 8 0 - 1 9 7 0 , K u r o w s k i a r g u e s 

t h a t s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s h a v e r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e t o d o w i t h t h e 

a c c e l e r a t i o n i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f s t e e l a n d i r o n , a n d t h a t i n t h e 

a c c e l e r a t i o n o f p r o d u c t i o n t h e r e i s a p a t t e r n o f u n i f o r m i t y d u e t o 

t e c h n i c a l i n n o v a t i o n . 1 0 T h i s c o n c l u s i o n , q u i t e n a t u r a l l y , p r o v o k e d 

o f f i c i a l i r e , 1 1 f o r i t t o u c h e d u p o n t h e k e y i s s u e i n t h e S o v i e t p a s t . 

Imperial Pacification 

Y e t t h o u g h S t a l i n i s m m a y h a v e b e e n a n e e d l e s s t r a g e d y f o r 

b o t h t h e R u s s i a n p e o p l e a n d c o m m u n i s m a s a n i d e a l , t h e r e i s t h e 

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y t a n t a l i z i n g p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t f o r t h e w o r l d a t l a r g e i t 

w a s , a s w e s h a l l s e e , a b l e s s i n g i n d i s g u i s e . A s t h e s t a t e p o s s e s s i n g 

t h e l a r g e s t a n d r i c h e s t l a n d m a s s , i n h a b i t e d b y p l i a n t y e t v e r y 

c r e a t i v e p e o p l e , a s t h e c a r r i e r o f a s t r o n g i m p e r i a l t r a d i t i o n , a s a 

s o c i e t y s k i l l e d i n w a r f a r e a n d s t a t e c r a f t , w i t h o r w i t h o u t S t a l i n 

t h e U S S R w a s d e s t i n e d t o e m e r g e i n t h e f r o n t r a n k s o f w o r l d 

p o w e r s , w i t h o n l y a n o t h e r c o n t i n e n t a l p o w e r , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

a s i t s p e e r . I t i s t h u s h i g h l y u n l i k e l y , g i v e n R u s s i a ' s t r a d i t i o n s a n d 

t h e a m b i t i o n s t h a t t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f p o w e r i n e s c a p a b l y s t i m u l a t e , 

t h a t p o s t - W o r l d W a r I R u s s i a w o u l d h a v e l o n g r e m a i n e d s t a g n a n t , 

m i r e d i n a m o r a s s o f i n e f f i c i e n c y . 

T h e q u e s t i o n t h a t t h e r e f o r e a r i s e s i s w h a t k i n d o f R u s s i a m i g h t 

o t h e r w i s e h a v e e m e r g e d . A d e m o c r a t i c R u s s i a , e i t h e r l i b e r a l o r 

s o c i a l i s t , d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e b e e n a r e a l a l t e r n a t i v e . I t w o u l d 

h a v e r e q u i r e d a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d l e a p f r o m a u t o c r a c y t o d e m o c -

r a c y — w i t h o u t a n i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d o f d e m o c r a t i c g e s t a t i o n — 

a n d i n a s e t t i n g o f e n o r m o u s s o c i a l d e p r i v a t i o n , d i s l o c a t i o n , a n d 

c o n f u s i o n . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o s e e h o w p o s t - W o r l d W a r I R u s s i a , t o r n 

b y n a t i o n a l d i s s e n s i o n , c l a s s c o n f l i c t s , c o m p e t i n g i d e o l o g i c a l a p -

those that separate 1914 from 1920—it reached 12.6 million (Stefan Kurow-
ski, Historyczny Proces Wzrostu Gospodarczego, Warsaw, 1963, pp. 132-
*33•) Moreover, Kurowski compares Soviet and Japanese growth rates during 
both the 1928-1940 and the 1950-1962 periods in great detail. Again, he 
demonstrates striking regularities in rates of growth (pp. 134, 138, 175). 
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p e a l s , a n d s h e e r p h y s i c a l m i s e r y , c o u l d h a v e e f f e c t i v e l y i n s t i t u t i o n -

a l i z e d a d e m o c r a t i c s y s t e m , w h e n s u c h s y s t e m s h a v e f a i l e d i n 

countries e n d o w e d w i t h s t r o n g e r d e m o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n s a n d f u n c -

t i o n i n g u n d e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s m u c h m o r e p r o p i t i o u s t o d e m o c r a t i c 

g r o w t h . 

G i v e n t h e m a s s i v e p o l i t i c a l a w a k e n i n g o f t h e R u s s i a n p e o p l e 

t h a t h a d b e e n s t i m u l a t e d b y t h e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e p r e c e d i n g 

d e c a d e s , b y t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f l i t e r a c y , a n d b y t h e e x p e r i e n c e s o f 

t h e w a r , t h e o n l y o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a n o p e n l y 

c h a u v i n i s t a n d i n t e n s e l y i m p e r i a l i s t d i c t a t o r i a l r e g i m e . W h e n 

l i n k e d w i t h e c o n o m i c e x p a n s i o n , s i m i l a r p h a s e s i n t h e p o l i t i c a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f o t h e r g r e a t n a t i o n s — G e r m a n y , J a p a n , t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s — r e s u l t e d i n a g g r e s s i v e , d y n a m i c i m p e r i a l i s m . E x p a n s i v e 

n a t i o n a l i s m p r o v i d e d t h e b a s i s f o r p o p u l a r m o b i l i z a t i o n a n d f o r a 

h i g h l y a s s e r t i v e , e v e n a g g r e s s i v e , f o r e i g n p o l i c y . A t t h e v e r y l e a s t , 

R u s s i a , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y a i d e d b y f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t s ( e c o n o m i c 

i n v e s t m e n t i n s t a t e s t h a t s u b s e q u e n t l y b e c a m e p o l i t i c a l e n e m i e s 

w a s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t e r a ) , * l e d b y a m o d e r n i z i n g , 

c h a u v i n i s t d i c t a t o r s h i p , m i g h t h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d a b u r s t o f i m -

p e r i a l i s t , n a t i o n a l i s t e n e r g y t h a t w o u l d a l s o h a v e m a d e i t a w o r l d 

p o w e r , p e r h a p s b o t h a t l o w e r d o m e s t i c c o s t a n d i n a f a s h i o n m o r e 

t h r e a t e n i n g t o t h e w o r l d . 

T h i s p o i n t d e s e r v e s s o m e e l a b o r a t i o n . S t a l i n c o n s u m m a t e d t h e 

m a r r i a g e o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m a n d S o v i e t — p a r t i c u l a r l y R u s s i a n 

— n a t i o n a l i s m . T h e i n c r e a s i n g s t r e s s o n G r e a t R u s s i a n s t a t e t r a d i -

t i o n s , o n f r o n t i e r s , o n n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s , o n R u s s i a ' s c i v i l i z i n g 

m i s s i o n v i s - a - v i s t h e n o n - R u s s i a n S o v i e t n a t i o n s , a n d t h e l i k e , 

w e n t h a n d i n h a n d w i t h t h e p h y s i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t 

c o m m u n i s t p a r t y f r o m o n e d o m i n a t e d b y a r a t h e r m i x e d l o t o f 

c o s m o p o l i t a n a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y o r i e n t e d i n t e l l e c t u a l s o f R u s s i a n , 

* For impressive evidence of Western participation in the early phase of 
Soviet economic growth, see Antony C. Sutton's Western Technology and 
Soviet Economic Development, 1917-1930 (Stanford, Calif., 1968), which 
argues that "Soviet economic development for 1917-1930 was essentially 
dependent on Western technological aid" (p. 283), and that "at least 95 
per cent of the industrial structure received this assistance" (p. 348). 
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J e w i s h , P o l i s h , B a l t i c , a n d C a u c a s i a n o r i g i n i n t o a p a r t y d o m i -

n a t e d p r i m a r i l y b y R u s s i a n , a n d t o s o m e e x t e n t U k r a i n i a n , p e a s -

a n t s t u r n e d p a r t y apparatchiki. T o t h e s e m e n , t h e S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l 

s y s t e m s i m u l t a n e o u s l y r e p r e s e n t e d t h e s o u r c e o f t h e i r o w n s o c i a l 

a d v a n c e m e n t a n d o f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r . T h e i r l o y a l t y t o t h e 

s y s t e m w a s n o t u n l i k e t h a t o f m a n y p e a s a n t p r i e s t s ( u s u a l l y t h e 

y o u n g e s t s o n s , f o r w h o m n o l a n d w a s l e f t ) t o t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 

i n t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s : i t w a s m o r e i n s t i t u t i o n a l t h a n i n t e l l e c t u a l . 

I d e o l o g y p r o v i d e d t h e i n t e g r a t i v e , i n t e l l e c t u a l p e r s p e c t i v e , b u t i t 

w a s n o t t h e p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e o f m o t i v a t i o n a n d c o m m i t m e n t a s i t 

h a d b e e n t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l - m i n d e d i n t e l l i g e n t s i a w h o p r e c e d e d 

t h e m . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e n e w S o v i e t e l i t e t e n d e d t o b e b o t h c o n s e r v a -

t i v e a n d n a t i o n a l i s t , e v e n w h e n t h e y s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d t h e m s e l v e s 

t o b e t h e a d v o c a t e s o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t i d e o l o g y . T h e y c o u l d 

t h u s a c t i n a m a n n e r e s s e n t i a l l y d i c t a t e d b y t h e i r o w n i n t e r e s t s 

a n d n e v e r t h e l e s s c o n s i d e r t h e m s e l v e s t r u e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s . T o 

t h e m S t a l i n ' s f a m o u s d i c t u m t h a t t h e t e s t o f a t r u e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t 

i s h i s l o y a l t y t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w a s t h e i d e a l r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e 

t e n s i o n t h a t d e v e l o p e d b e t w e e n S o v i e t n a t i o n a l i s m a n d c o m m u -

n i s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . N o w o n d e r t h a t B r e z h n e v i n e f f e c t r e v i v e d 

t h e d i c t u m i n 1 9 6 8 t o e x p l a i n t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . 

T h e c u m u l a t i v e r e s u l t o f t h i s s i t u a t i o n h a s b e e n a p a t t e r n o f 

m i x e d m o t i v a t i o n a n d b e h a v i o r , d o m i n a t e d s i n c e S t a l i n b y s t a t e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t o f t e n c y n i c a l l y e x p l o i t t h e e t h i c a l u n i v e r s a l i s m 

o f M a r x i s m . B u t t h e l a t t e r h a s a l s o h a d t o b e k e p t a l i v e , i f o n l y 

b e c a u s e i t m o b i l i z e d f o r e i g n s y m p a t h y f o r t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d 

b e c a u s e i t t a p p e d t h e i d e a l i s m o f S o v i e t y o u t h , m a k i n g i t e a s i e r 

f o r t h e r e g i m e t o r e c r u i t a d h e r e n t s . T h o u g h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n d i d 

e x p l o i t i t s E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n v a s s a l s , a n d t h o u g h i t s financial a n d 

t e c h n i c a l a i d t o C h i n a w a s n o t p o l i t i c a l l y d i s i n t e r e s t e d , t h e S o v i e t 

p e o p l e g e n u i n e l y b e l i e v e ( a s t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y g r u m b l e t o v i s i -

t o r s ) t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a s a i d e d b o t h E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n d 

C h i n a a s p a r t o f i t s o b l i g a t i o n t o c o m m u n i s t s o l i d a r i t y . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e i n t e r n a l v i o l e n c e e m p l o y e d b y S t a l i n a n d t h e 
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e d u c a t i o n a l e f f e c t o f t h e c o m m u n i s t i d e o l o g y — e v e n i f i n i t i a l l y 

n o t a c c e p t e d b y t h e m a s s e s — h a d a r e s t r a i n i n g e f f e c t o n u n b r i d l e d 

n a t i o n a l i s m . A t first b o t h S t a l i n i s t t e r r o r a n d i d e o l o g i c a l l y i n d u c e d 

s o c i a l c h a n g e s p e r p l e x e d a n d o f t e n a l i e n a t e d t h e p e o p l e . T h e u n -

p r e c e d e n t e d 1 9 3 6 - 1 9 3 8 m a s s a c r e o f t h e t o p S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l , e c o -

n o m i c , m i l i t a r y , a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l e a d e r s h i p i n e v i t a b l y r e d u c e d 

t h e v i t a l i t y o f S o v i e t s o c i e t y . L i t e r a l l y s e v e r a l h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 

o f t h e m o s t t a l e n t e d a n d b e s t - t r a i n e d p e o p l e p e r i s h e d d u r i n g t h o s e 

y e a r s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h o u g h t h e p r i n c i p l e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m w a s 

o f t e n v i o l a t e d i n p r a c t i c e , i t d i d r e s t r a i n t h e i n c l i n a t i o n t o w a r d 

G r e a t R u s s i a n n a t i o n a l i s m , i f o n l y b y f o r c i n g m o r e c o v e r t b e h a v -

i o r . D o m e s t i c a l l y , t h a t p r i n c i p l e h e l p e d t o p r e s e r v e n o n - R u s s i a n 

n a t i o n a l i t i e s , d e s p i t e S t a l i n ' s p u r g e s o f t h e i r i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . I n t e r -

n a t i o n a l l y , i t h e l p e d t o s h a p e i n S o v i e t l e a d e r s a s t a t e o f m i n d 

t h a t w o r k e d a g a i n s t t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o f 

P o l a n d , F i n l a n d , a n d p e r h a p s e v e n o t h e r E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n 

s t a t e s ( a t o n e p o i n t t h e Y u g o s l a v s t h e m s e l v e s v o l u n t e e r e d f o r 

m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , a n d s o m e S l o v a k c o m m u n i s t s , 

i n c l u d i n g G u s t a v H u s a k , p r o p o s e d t h e s a m e f o r S l o v a k i a ) . T h i s 

i s a t e m p t a t i o n t h a t m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l l y n a t i o n a l i s t a n d P a n - S l a v 

R u s s i a n l e a d e r s m i g h t h a v e f o u n d d i f f i c u l t t o r e s i s t . 

P a r a d o x i c a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , t h o u g h S o v i e t i d e o l o g y h a s s u b s e -

q u e n t l y b e e n r e i n f o r c e d a n d p e r h a p s e v e n i n c r e a s i n g l y d o m i n a t e d 

b y t h e n a t i o n a l i s m o f t h e m a s s e s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e W o r l d W a r 

I I ) , t h e h i s t o r i c a l f u n c t i o n o f S t a l i n i s t c o m m u n i s m m a y h a v e b e e n 

t o r e s t r a i n a n d r e d e f i n e a p h a s e i n w h i c h t h e R u s s i a n p e o p l e w e n t 

t h r o u g h a n i n t e n s e n a t i o n a l i s t , e v e n i m p e r i a l i s t , a w a k e n i n g . I t 

f o r c e d t h a t n e w m a s s n a t i o n a l i s m t o p a y a t l e a s t l i p s e r v i c e t o i n -

t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n , e q u a l i t y o f a l l p e o p l e s , a n d t h e r e j e c t i o n 

o f r a c i s m . M a r x i s m n o t o n l y p r o v i d e d R u s s i a w i t h a g l o b a l r e v o -

l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e b u t i n f u s e d i t w i t h a u n i v e r s a l p e r s p e c t i v e d e -

rived f r o m e t h i c a l c o n c e r n s n o t u n l i k e t h o s e s t i m u l a t e d i n t h e 

W e s t b y t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d l i b e r a l t r a d i t i o n s . 

D e s p i t e i t s m o n u m e n t a l a c h i e v e m e n t s , S t a l i n i s m s a p p e d t h e 

h u m a n a n d e m o t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s o f t h e R u s s i a n s , a n d a p o s t - S t a l i n 
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R u s s i a m a y t h e r e f o r e e v e n t u a l l y e n t e r i n t o t h e w o r l d c o m m u n i t y 

a s a n o t h e r s p e n t , p o s t - i m p e r i a l p o w e r . F i n a l l y , b y c r e a t i n g a p a r -

t i c u l a r l y d e s p o t i c m o d e l o f c o m m u n i s m a n d b y i n s i s t i n g t h a t a l l 

o t h e r C o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s s u b m i t t o i t , S t a l i n n o t o n l y s e t i n m o t i o n 

t h e p r o c e s s o f f r a g m e n t i n g c o m m u n i s m b u t a l s o v i t i a t e d m u c h o f 

c o m m u n i s m ' s a p p e a l a t a t i m e w h e n t h e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y o f t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t — t h e a r e a o r i g i n a l l y s e e n b y M a r x a s r i p e s t 

f o r t h e h i s t o r i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n — m i g h t h a v e m a d e c o m m u n i s m 

t h e t r u l y d o m i n a n t a n d v i t a l f o r c e o f o u r t i m e . 

T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a s a u n i q u e 

a c h i e v e m e n t t o i t s c r e d i t : i t h a s s u c c e e d e d i n t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e 

m o s t i m p o r t a n t r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e o f o u r a g e i n t o d u l l s o c i a l 

a n d p o l i t i c a l o r t h o d o x y . T h a t o r t h o d o x y i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n r h e t o -

r i c b u t c o n s e r v a t i v e i n p r a c t i c e . T h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m , h i g h l y c e n -

t r a l i z e d b u t a r r e s t e d i n i t s d e v e l o p m e n t , i s s e e n b y s o m e S o v i e t 

c i t i z e n s a s i n c r e a s i n g l y i r r e l e v a n t t o t h e n e e d s o f S o v i e t s o c i e t y , a s 

f r o z e n i n a n i d e o l o g i c a l p o s t u r e t h a t w a s a r e s p o n s e t o a n a l t o -

g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t a g e . S o v i e t s o c i e t y , i n w h i c h e l e m e n t s o f u r b a n 

m o d e r n i t y a r e c o m b i n e d w i t h e x t e n s i v e r u r a l b a c k w a r d n e s s , i s n o 

l o n g e r u n d e r g o i n g r a p i d , r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e s c a p a b l e o f m o -

b i l i z i n g y o u t h f u l elan; i t s e e m s , i n s t e a d , b e n t o n s i m p l y m a t c h i n g 

t h e h i g h e r c o n s u m e r s t a n d a r d s o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t W e s t . 

U n d e r t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i t b e c o m e s i d e o l o g i c a l l y m o r e a n d 

m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o j u s t i f y t h e h i s t o r i c a l l e g i t i m a c y a n d t h e s o c i a l 

u t i l i t y o f S o v i e t s o c i e t y ' s c o n t i n u e d s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o a p o l i t i c a l 

2. The Bureaucratization 
of Boredom 
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s y s t e m e m b o d y i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y s t e r i l e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y d o c -

t r i n e s . I n d e e d , t h e u l t i m a t e i r o n y i s t h a t t h e S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m 

h a v i n g t h r u s t R u s s i a i n t o t h e m i d - i n d u s t r i a l a g e — h a s n o w b e -

c o m e t h e p r i n c i p a l i m p e d i m e n t t o t h e c o u n t r y ' s f u r t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 

I t k e e p s R u s s i a i n a m o l d t h a t i s i n d u s t r i a l - b o u r g e o i s s o c i a l l y a n d 

d o g m a t i c - a u t h o r i t a r i a n p o l i t i c a l l y . F o r t h e U S S R t o b e c o m e a 

t r u l y m o d e r n s o c i e t y , t h e b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n s a n d s t r u c t u r e o f t h e 

p o l i t i c a l f o r m s c r e a t e d t o p r e s s i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n m u s t b e c h a n g e d . 

A m o r e r e l e v a n t v i s i o n o f t o m o r r o w t h a n t h a t p r o v i d e d b y t h e 

o f f i c i a l i d e o l o g y i s a l s o n e e d e d t o c o p e w i t h t h e h i g h l y p e r s o n a l 

a s w e l l a s t h e b r o a d e r s o c i a l c o n c e r n s o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e . 

The Innovative Relationship 

A t o n e p o i n t t h e S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w a s i n a r e v o l u t i o n -

a r y r e l a t i o n s h i p t o s o c i e t y . C o n s o l i d a t e d a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y s u b -

o r d i n a t e d t o t h e w i l l o f o n e m a n , t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m i m p o s e d a 

p r o c e s s o f r a d i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o n s o c i e t y b y c o m b i n i n g m o d e r n -

i z a t i o n ( l a r g e l y t h r o u g h i n t e n s e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d m a s s e d u c a -

t i o n ) w i t h i d e o l o g i c a l l y d e r i v e d , n o v e l s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I n e f f e c t , t h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m i n S o -

v i e t s o c i e t y p a r a l l e l s w h a t M a r x d e s c r i b e d a s t h e c a p i t a l i s t ' s p r i n -

c i p a l r o l e i n h i s t o r y : " F a n a t i c a l l y b e n t o n m a k i n g v a l u e e x p a n d 

i t s e l f , h e r u t h l e s s l y f o r c e s t h e h u m a n r a c e t o p r o d u c e f o r p r o d u c -

t i o n ' s s a k e ; h e t h u s f o r c e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e 

f o r c e s o f s o c i e t y , a n d h e c r e a t e s t h o s e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 

a l o n e c a n f o r m t h e r e a l b a s i s f o r a h i g h e r f o r m o f s o c i e t y , a s o -

c i e t y i n w h i c h t h e f u l l a n d f r e e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l 

f o r m s t h e r u l i n g p r i n c i p l e . " 

D o m e s t i c r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e f u l f i l l e d t h e i d e o l o g i c a l n e e d s 

o f t h e r u l i n g e l i t e w i t h o u t p u s h i n g t h a t e l i t e i n t o f o r e i g n r e v o l u -

t i o n a r y v e n t u r e s t h a t m i g h t h a v e j e o p a r d i z e d i t s p o w e r . T h e n e w 

r u l i n g e l i t e w a s a p p r e h e n s i v e l e s t p r e m a t u r e i d e o l o g i c a l z e a l 

p r o v e i t s u n d o i n g ; y e t i t w a s a l s o i d e o l o g i c a l l y c o m p u l s i v e . S o c i a l -

i s m i n o n e c o u n t r y — S t a l i n ' s f a m o u s a n s w e r t o T r o t s k y ' s p e r m a -
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n e n t r e v o l u t i o n — w a s a b r i l l i a n t c o u p , f o r i t f u s e d t h e d e d i c a t e d 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ' g e n u i n e l y i d e o l o g i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s w i t h t h e i r n e w l y 

a c q u i r e d t a s t e f o r o f f i c e . S o c i a l i s m i n o n e c o u n t r y a l l o w e d t h e n e w 

r u l e r s t o r e t a i n t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n s . 

M o r e b a s i c a l l y , t h e n e w " o n e - c o u n t r y " c o n c e p t d e f i n e d a s p e -

c i f i c , i n n o v a t i v e r o l e f o r t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

s o c i e t y . T h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m b e c a m e t h e p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e o f d y -

n a m i s m f o r s o c i a l c h a n g e , s e t t i n g g o a l s a n d d e f i n i n g p r i o r i t i e s . 

O n c e s o c i e t y h a d t a k e n t h e d e s i r e d s h a p e , h o w e v e r , a n d b e g a n t o 

m i r r o r t h e o f f i c i a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e p o l i t i c a l r u l e r s — w h o h a d 

i n t h e m e a n t i m e b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o b u r e a u c r a t i c o f f i c i a l s — t h e 

m o m e n t u m f o r s o c i a l c h a n g e s t a r t e d t o w a n e . 

I n l a t e 1 9 5 2 , S t a l i n h i n t e d t h a t i n h i s v i e w t h e r e w a s s t i l l n e e d 

f o r f u r t h e r i d e o l o g i c a l l y d e r i v e d a n d p o l i t i c a l l y d i r e c t e d s o c i a l 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . S u b s e q u e n t l y , K h r u s h c h e v o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s 

s t r o v e t o i n f u s e t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m a n d 

s o c i e t y w i t h n e w p r o g r a m m a t i c c o n t e n t . A t o n e t i m e h e s u g g e s t e d 

a d r a m a t i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t c o u n t r y s i d e i n t o s o - c a l l e d 

" a g r i c u l t u r a l c i t i e s . " L a t e r h e a t t e m p t e d t o d e f i n e n e w i d e o l o g i c a l 

g o a l s l i n k e d t o S o v i e t s o c i e t y ' s u l t i m a t e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m 

t o c o m m u n i s m . W h e n t h a t e f f o r t i n s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n — s p e l l e d 

o u t b y t h e p a r t y ' s i d e o l o g u e s i n t h e n e w p a r t y p r o g r a m a d o p t e d 

i n 1 9 6 1 — t u r n e d o u t t o b e l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a s h o p p i n g l i s t o f a d d i -

t i o n a l m a t e r i a l b e n e f i t s t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e S o v i e t p e o p l e s o m e -

t i m e i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , K h r u s h c h e v t u r n e d h i s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p a r t y 

i t s e l f a n d b e g a n t o t o y w i t h t h e n o t i o n o f r e d e f i n i n g i t s r o l e . I n 

1 9 6 2 h e p u s h e d t h r o u g h a d r a s t i c r e f o r m t h a t i n e f f e c t s p l i t t h e 

p a r t y i n t o t w o s e p a r a t e o r g a n i s m s , o n e d e v o t e d t o a g r i c u l t u r a l 

m a t t e r s a n d t h e o t h e r t o i n d u s t r i a l p r o b l e m s . A s h e e x p l a i n e d i t , 

" T h e p r o d u c t i o n l i n e i s t h e m a i n o n e . . . . T h e m a i n t h i n g i n 

c o m m u n i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n i s e c o n o m i c s , p r o d u c t i o n , t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 

t h e c r e a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l g o o d s f o r t h e l i f e o f m a n . " 1 2 

T h o u g h K h r u s h c h e v ' s r e f o r m r a n t h e r i s k o f t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e 

p a r t y i n t o t w o s e p a r a t e , e s s e n t i a l l y m a n a g e r i a l l y o r i e n t e d h i e r -
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a r c h i e s ( a n d w a s f o r t h a t r e a s o n i m m e d i a t e l y u n d o n e b y K h r u -

s h c h e v ' s s u c c e s s o r s a f t e r h i s o v e r t h r o w i n l a t e 1 9 6 4 ) , i t d i d r e f l e c t a 

r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m a n d 

t h e s o c i e t y h a d b e c o m e d y s f u n c t i o n a l , t h a t i f t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m 

w a s n o l o n g e r d e f i n i n g n e w , g r a n d i o s e , i d e o l o g i c a l o b j e c t i v e s f o r 

s o c i e t y , t h e n t h e s y s t e m i t s e l f h a d t o b e r e f o r m e d i n k e e p i n g w i t h 

t h e m o r e r o u t i n e , o p e r a t i o n a l r e q u i r e m e n t s o f S o v i e t s o c i e t y , 

w h i c h h a d b y n o w a c q u i r e d t h e t e c h n i c a l a n d i n d u s t r i a l w h e r e -

w i t h a l f o r i t s o w n f u r t h e r , s t e a d y g r o w t h . S e n s i n g t h a t t h e p a r t y 

w a s i n s e a r c h o f a n e w r o l e , K h r u s h c h e v w a s p r e p a r e d t o m a k e 

t h e n e c e s s a r y r e f o r m s . 

Defensive Orthodoxy 

K h r u s h c h e v ' s s u c c e s s o r s r e j e c t e d h i s v i e w a n d o p t e d i n s t e a d 

f o r r e l a t i v e l y m i n o r a d j u s t m e n t s — p r i m a r i l y i n e c o n o m i c p l a n n i n g 

a n d c o n t r o l — s i m u l t a n e o u s l y r e - e m p h a s i z i n g t h e i m p e r a t i v e n e -

c e s s i t y o f i d e o l o g i c a l o r t h o d o x y a n d m o r e v i g o r o u s i d e o l o g i c a l i n -

d o c t r i n a t i o n . U n d e r t h e p o s t - K h r u s h c h e v r e g i m e t h e r e h a s b e e n 

n e i t h e r a d e f i n i t i o n o f n e w i d e o l o g i c a l g o a l s n o r a n y m a j o r t a m -

p e r i n g w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e . A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , o f f i c i a l v i e w s 

o n t h e s t a t e o f S o v i e t s o c i e t y , o n f o r e i g n a f f a i r s , o n t h e p r o b l e m s 

o f t h e f u t u r e , a n d o n t h e n a t u r e o f c o n t e m p o r a r y c o m m u n i s m c o n -

t a i n s t r i k i n g l y l i t t l e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n o v e l p r o b l e m s t h a t b e s e t 

m a n , e i t h e r i n t e r m s o f h i s p e r s o n a l c o n d i t i o n o r a s a m e m b e r o f 

t h e e m e r g i n g g l o b a l c o m m u n i t y . D i f f i c u l t p r o b l e m s a r e s i m p l y 

s w e p t u n d e r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r u g . 

O n t h e d o m e s t i c f r o n t , t h e p r e v a i l i n g o f f i c i a l v i e w h a s b e e n 

t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , h a v i n g c o m p l e t e d s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n , i s 

n o w l a y i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f a c o m m u n i s t s o c i e t y , a n d t h a t 

e x i s t i n g p r o b l e m s a r e e s s e n t i a l l y i n s t r u m e n t a l , n e e d e d t o i m p r o v e 

t h e e f f i c i e n c y o f a s y s t e m t h a t i n i t s b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n s a n d o r g a n -

i z a t i o n i s o f f i c i a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o b e t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d a n d j u s t 

i n t h e w o r l d . T h e l a g i n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t i n s o m e 

a r e a s o f S o v i e t l i f e i s a s c r i b e d e i t h e r t o t h e r a v a g e s o f W o r l d 
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W a r I I o r t o t h e f a i l u r e s o f t h e p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e g i m e . T h e 

w r i t i n g s o f r e v i s i o n i s t M a r x i s t t h i n k e r s o n t h e p r o b l e m s o f p e r -

s o n a l a l i e n a t i o n i n a n a d v a n c e d u r b a n s o c i e t y — t o s a y n o t h i n g o f 

a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y — a r e d i s m i s s e d a s i n a p p r o p r i -

a t e t o S o v i e t c o n d i t i o n s , o r a s m a l i c i o u s s l a n d e r . T h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

i s s a i d t o h a v e n o g e n e r a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s , a n d o n l y r e c e n t l y h a s 

u r b a n c r i m e b e e n d i s c u s s e d a s a p h e n o m e n o n i n i t s o w n r i g h t a n d 

n o t m e r e l y a s a l e g a c y f r o m t h e p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y e r a . 

T h e s e v i e w s h a v e b e e n a r t i c u l a t e d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f i n t e n s i f i e d 

e f f o r t s t o r e a s s e r t a n d e x p a n d i d e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g ( t h e r e b y p a r -

t i a l l y c o m p e n s a t i n g f o r t h e d e c l i n e o f c o e r c i o n a s a k e y m e a n s o f 

i n t e g r a t i n g S o v i e t s o c i e t y w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m ) . T h o u g h t h e 

s o c i a l s c o p e o f t h e s e e f f o r t s h a s b e e n e x p a n d e d , i n r e c e n t y e a r s 

t h e r e i s o p e n a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f t h e f a c t t h a t s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 

h a s b e e n f o c u s e d o n t h e n e w s c i e n t i f i c c o m m u n i t y : " T h e p a r t y 

a n d t h e p e o p l e w a n t t o s e e i n s c i e n t i s t s n o t o n l y c r e a t o r s a n d 

o r g a n i z e r s o f s c i e n t i f i c - t e c h n i c a l p r o g r e s s b u t a l s o p o l i t i c a l p e o p l e , 

a c t i v e fighters f o r t h e c a u s e o f c o m m u n i s m . " 1 3 I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e 

h a v e b e e n e x p r e s s i o n s o f o f f i c i a l c o n c e r n o v e r a l l e g e d i d e o l o g i c a l 

i n d i f f e r e n c e a m o n g s c i e n t i s t s a n d , w h a t i s e v e n w o r s e , o v e r a 

t e n d e n c y i n t h e s e c i r c l e s t o c o n s i d e r t e c h n o c r a t s t h e n a t u r a l l e a d -

e r s o f m o d e r n s o c i e t y . 1 4 S c i e n t i s t s h a v e r e p e a t e d l y b e e n w a r n e d 

( a n d t h e v e r y w a r n i n g s r e v e a l t h e a t t i t u d e s o f S o v i e t s c i e n t i s t s ) 

n o t t o v i e w t h e m s e l v e s a s " s u p e r - c l a s s h u m a n i s t s " b u t t o i d e n t i f y 

c l o s e l y w i t h t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d t h e p e o p l e . 1 5 

T h e i s s u e o f " h u m a n i s m " a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s e n s i t i v e o n e . H u m a n i s m , a c e n t r a l M a r x i s t c o n c e r n , c a n s e r v e a s 

a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r a c r i t i q u e o f b o t h S t a l i n i s m a n d t h e 

p r e s e n t S o v i e t s y s t e m . M o r e o v e r , t h e d e h u m a n i z i n g p o t e n t i a l o f 

m o d e r n s c i e n c e h a s g i v e n n e w u r g e n c y t o t h e p r o b l e m o f d e f i n i n g 

h u m a n i s m i n t h e m o d e r n w o r l d . T h e o f f i c i a l v i e w , s t a t e d a u t h o r i -

t a t i v e l y i n a s e r i e s o f m a j o r a r t i c l e s i n t h e k e y i d e o l o g i c a l j o u r n a l s , 

h a s b e e n u n e q u i v o c a l : " S o c i a l i s m i s p r o f o u n d l y h u m a n i s t i c b e -

c a u s e i t e l i m i n a t e s t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f m a n b y m a n . " A c c o r d i n g l y , 

" i t i s a l s o h u m a n i s t i c w h e n i t e r e c t s t h e b u i l d i n g o f a n e w s o c i e t y 

a t t h e p r i c e o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y h a r d s h i p s i n t h e p e r s i s t e n t s t r u g g l e 
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a g a i n s t t h e o l d . I t i s a l s o h u m a n i s t i c w h e n c o n d i t i o n s h a v e a l r e a d y 

b e e n c r e a t e d f o r t h e t h o r o u g h d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l b u t 

s o c i e t y i s s t i l l c o m p e l l e d t o c o n t r o l t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f a p e r s o n a n d 

h i s l a b o r d i s c i p l i n e a n d , w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k a n d i n t h e i n t e r e s t s 

o f a l l o f s o c i e t y a n d o f t h e c o m m u n i s t e d u c a t i o n o f a p a r t i c u l a r 

i n d i v i d u a l , d o e s n o t p e r m i t i n d i v i d u a l s t o a b u s e t h e f r e e d o m s 

p r e s e n t e d b y s o c i a l i s m , d o e s n o t p e r m i t p e o p l e w i t h a n u n d e v e l -

o p e d s e n s e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o v i o l a t e t h e n o r m s o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 

c o m m u n i t y , s u p p r e s s e s t h e o p p o s i t i o n o f a n t i - s o c i a l i s t f o r c e s , 

e t c . " 1 6 T h i s a r g u m e n t h a s b e e n b u t t r e s s e d b y t h e a s s e r t i o n t h a t 

" t h e s o - c a l l e d e t e r n a l ' v a l u e s — f r e e d o m , d e m o c r a c y , h u m a n i s m , 

i n d i v i d u a l d i g n i t y . . . a r e a w e a p o n i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e b o u r -

g e o i s i e t o m i s l e a d a n d f o o l t h e m a s s e s , " 1 7 a n d t h a t t h e i s s u e o f 

S t a l i n i s m i s e s s e n t i a l l y i r r e l e v a n t . 0 

V i e w s s u c h a s t h e s e h a v e b e e n e x p r e s s e d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a 

b r o a d e r e m p h a s i s o n t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t a n i d e o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e 

o n c o n t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n 

a c c u r a t e i n s i g h t i n t o t h a t r e a l i t y , a n d t h a t s c i e n t i f i c c o m m u n i s m — 

a s d e f i n e d b y t h e S o v i e t l e a d e r s — p r o v i d e s t h e o n l y v a l i d p e r s p e c -

t i v e . A l t h o u g h t h e l a t t e r i s n o t a n e w p r o p o s i t i o n , t h e r e i s n o v e l t y 

i n t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h i t h a s b e e n l i n k e d i n t h e m o r e p r e s t i g i o u s 

S o v i e t s c h o l a r l y j o u r n a l s , a s w e l l a s i n m a s s m e d i a , w i t h a n a t t a c k 

o n W e s t e r n t h e o r i e s o f i d e o l o g i c a l e r o s i o n , o f t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a 

g e n e r a l t y p e o f i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , a n d o f t h e u b i q u i t y o f n e w 

b u r e a u c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l e l i t e s i n a l l d e v e l o p e d p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s . 

S o v i e t c r i t i c s h a v e m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t t h e y v i e w t h e s e t h e o r i e s a s 

n o t o n l y s c i e n t i f i c a l l y e r r o n e o u s b u t p o l i t i c a l l y h a r m f u l a n d p r o b -

a b l y d e s i g n e d d e l i b e r a t e l y t o u n d e r m i n e c o m m u n i s m , f 

0 "At the present time attempts are being made to discredit what was done 
in the process of building socialism by using the bugbear of 'Stalinism.' The 
Stalinism' bugbear is being used to intimidate unstable persons, to spread 

the thought that all firmness and revolutionary character in politics, uncom-
promisingness in ideology, and consistency in the defense of Marxism are, if 
you please, 'Stalinism' " (D. I. Chesnokov, "Aggravation of the Ideological 
and Political Struggle and Contemporary Philosophical Revisionism," Voprosy 
Filosofii, No. 12, 1968). 
f For a systematic and well-documented Soviet criticism, see L. Moskvichev, 
The 'Deideologization' Theory: Sources and Social Essence," Mirovaia 

Ekonomika i Mezhdunarodnye Otnoshenia, No. 12, 1968. 
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S o v i e t s c h o l a r s h a v e b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y v i g o r o u s i n r e j e c t i n g t h e 

t h e o r y o f " c o n v e r g e n c e " o f t h e S o v i e t a n d W e s t e r n , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

A m e r i c a n , s y s t e m s . I n t h e S o v i e t v i e w , t h e c r u c i a l a n d d i s t i n c t i v e 

e l e m e n t o f t h e S o v i e t s y s t e m — r u l e b y t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t y a s 

t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p — h a s b e e n u n d e r e s t i -

m a t e d b y W e s t e r n t h i n k e r s , w h o h a v e s u p e r f i c i a l l y f o c u s e d o n t h e 

e x t e r n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a m o d e r n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , w i t h o u t 

d e l v i n g m o r e p e n e t r a t i n g l y i n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f i t s s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 

e s s e n c e . T h o u g h s o m e o f t h e S o v i e t c r i t i c i s m s a r e n o t w i t h o u t 

m e r i t ( a n d t h e r e i s a c u r i o u s t o u c h o f n e o - M a r x i s t d e t e r m i n i s m 

i n s o m e o f t h e W e s t e r n t h e o r i e s o f c o n v e r g e n c e ) , i t i s s t r i k i n g h o w 

m u c h i n t e l l e c t u a l e f f o r t h a s b e e n i n v e s t e d i n a s s e r t i n g a n d p r o v i n g 

t h e d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e c o m m u n i s t s y s t e m . I t o n c e a g a i n 

r e v e a l s t h e i m p o r t a n c e a t t a c h e d t o t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e S o v i e t p a s t 

i s l i n k e d t o a f u t u r e t h a t i s a b s o l u t e l y d i s t i n c t i v e a n d n o t p a r t o f a 

b r o a d e r s t r e a m o f m a n s p o l i t i c a l e v o l u t i o n . * I t a l s o m a k e s p o s s i -

In the Soviet view, both the Marxist revisionists and Western theorists of 
ideological evolution, erosion, or deideologization of Soviet Marxism have 
essentially been engaged in a political stratagem designed to undermine the 
ideological foundations of Soviet power. The present author was particularly 
singled out for criticism in this connection. See, for example, Professor E. 
Modrzhinskaya's "Anti-Communism Disguised as Evolutionism" (Interna-
tional Affairs [Moscow], No. 1, 1969). She sees in Western sociological 
writing an effort to pave "the ideological way for subversion against Social-
ism. Among these theories are: the theory of stages in economic growth 
propounded by Walt Rostow (a well known U.S. reactionary politician and 
sociologist); the doctrine of the single industrial society, whose most famous 
propagandist is the reactionary French publicist and sociologist Raymond 
Aron; the convergence doctrine, and—the capstone of them all—the theory 
of evolution, which has been elaborated in greatest detail by Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, Director of the Research Institute on Communist Affairs at Co-
lumbia University. . . . 

"The principal features of the evolutionary theory are set out in Brzezin-
ski's writings of the last few years. . . . A distinctive and highly notable 
feature of the evolution theory is the desirable sequence of change: from 
ideology to politics leading to changes in the socio-economic system, and 
not the other way round, from economic changes to subsequent political 
transformation, as the votaries of convergence suggest" (p. 16). 
* This emphasis sometimes leads to statements that verge on the comical, 
as when it was asserted in a major analysis of "Problems of the Last Third 
of the Century" that "Marxism-Leninism has no need to reconcile ideas with 
facts." The author—apparently in all seriousness—added that "according to 
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b l e t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t t h e S o v i e t s y s t e m i s f r e e o f t h e d i l e m m a s 

t h a t b e s e t c o n t e m p o r a r y m a n e l s e w h e r e , a n d i t f r e e s S o v i e t c o m -

m u n i s t s f r o m t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f e n g a g i n g i n a c r o s s - i d e o l o g i c a l 

d i a l o g u e a b o u t t h e s e d i l e m m a s . 

T h e o f f i c i a l S o v i e t d e f i n i t i o n o f f o r e i g n p r o b l e m s i s c h a r a c t e r -

i z e d b y s i m i l a r i n t e l l e c t u a l i n f l e x i b i l i t y . T h i s i s n o t t o s a y t h a t t h e 

S o v i e t l e a d e r s h i p a n d e l i t e a r e m i s i n f o r m e d o r i g n o r a n t a b o u t 

b a s i c f a c t s o r d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t t h e l e v e l o f 

S o v i e t o v e r t a n d c o v e r t r e p o r t i n g o f w o r l d a f f a i r s h a s i m p r o v e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y , a n d t h a t f a c t u a l m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n — d e s i g n e d t o 

m e e t a n t i c i p a t e d i d e o l o g i c a l p r e f e r e n c e s — h a s d e c l i n e d . S p e c i a l -

i z e d S o v i e t s c h o l a r l y j o u r n a l s o n A f r i c a o r A s i a , S o v i e t a n a l y s e s o f 

t h e C o m m o n M a r k e t , o r S o v i e t e f f o r t s t o d e v e l o p s y s t e m a t i c 

s t u d i e s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s g o b e y o n d p u r e l y i d e o l o g i c a l f o r m u -

l a s a n d r e f l e c t t h e i m p o r t a n c e a t t a c h e d t o t h e d e e p e r u n d e r s t a n d -

i n g o f r e g i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t s . S o m e s c h o l a r l y S o v i e t j o u r n a l s o n 

w o r l d a f f a i r s ( f o r e x a m p l e , Mirovaia Ekonomika i Mezhdunarod-
nye Otnoslienia) c o m p a r e v e r y f a v o r a b l y w i t h t h e i r b e s t W e s t e r n 

c o u n t e r p a r t s i n t e r m s o f s y s t e m a t i c c o v e r a g e , d o c u m e n t a t i o n , a n d 

s c h o l a r l y r i g o r . S p e c i a l i z e d r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s , s u c h a s t h e I n s t i -

t u t e o f W o r l d E c o n o m y a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s , a r e a p p a r e n t l y 

b e i n g m o r e f r e q u e n t l y c o n s u l t e d i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f p o l i c y , a n d 

t h i s d o u b t l e s s c o n t r i b u t e s t o g r e a t e r s o p h i s t i c a t i o n i n t h e d e c i s i o n -

m a k i n g p r o c e s s . 

Y e t , i n s p i t e o f t h i s , t h e S o v i e t c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e b r o a d f r a m e -

w o r k o f c o n t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y , a s a r t i c u l a t e d b y t o p l e a d e r s a n d 

e v e n a s p r e s e n t e d i n s c h o l a r l y j o u r n a l s , r e m a i n s f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

d o g m a t i c . T h e b a s i c p r e m i s e c o n t i n u e s t o b e t h e M a n i c h a e a n 

n o t i o n o f t h e a n t a g o n i s t i c d i c h o t o m y b e t w e e n t h e s o c i a l i s t a n d t h e 

c a p i t a l i s t w o r l d s ( o r b e t w e e n g o o d a n d e v i l ) . T h o u g h w a r b e -

t w e e n t h e s e t w o w o r l d s i s n o l o n g e r s a i d t o b e " f a t a l i s t i c a l l y i n -

e v i t a b l e , " a n d t h e d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s o f n u c l e a r w e a p o n s d i c t a t e s t h e 

the recent decree of the Soviet Communist Party's Central Committee . . . 
the outstanding revolutionary events of the twentieth century have all been 
associated with Leninism" (V. A. Cheprakov, Izvestia, August 18, 1968). 
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n e c e s s i t y o f p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e — i n d e e d , s o m e t i m e s e v e n c l o s e r 

c o o p e r a t i o n i s t a c t i c a l l y d e s i r a b l e b e c a u s e o f o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

( f o r e x a m p l e , t h e S i n o - S o v i e t c o n f l i c t ) — t h e u n d e r l y i n g r e a l i t y 

o f o u r a g e i s s t i l l s a i d t o b e t h e c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o 

s y s t e m s : " T w o a n t a g o n i s t i c s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s y s t e m s a r e p i t t e d 

a g a i n s t e a c h o t h e r t o d a y i n a s t r u g g l e o f u n p r e c e d e n t e d s c o p e 

a n d v i o l e n c e w h i c h a f f e c t s t h e l i f e o f h u m a n s o c i e t y i n a l l i t s 

a s p e c t s . T h e a n t a g o n i s t s a r e c a p i t a l i s m a n d s o c i a l i s m . " 1 8 E v e n -

t u a l l y o n e o r t h e o t h e r w i l l h a v e t o p r e v a i l / a n d S o v i e t a n a l y s t s 

a r e c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h e y k n o w w h i c h o n e i t w i l l b e . T h i s t h e m e r u n s 

l i k e a t h r e a d t h r o u g h a l l m a j o r s p e e c h e s , f o r e i g n - p o l i c y a n a l y s e s , 

o r s c h o l a r l y c o m m e n t a r i e s o n w o r l d a f f a i r s . 

I t w o u l d b e a n e r r o r t o d i s m i s s t h e a b o v e a s m e r e l y a r i t u a l i s t i c 

a c t o f o b e i s a n c e t o d o c t r i n e , o r t o v i e w i t a s a s i g n o f f a n a t i c a l a n d 

i m p l a c a b l e m i l i t a n c y . I t s i m p o r t a n c e l i e s i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e 

i d e o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k o n m o r e i m m e d i a t e , a n d o t h e r w i s e q u i t e 

w e l l - i n f o r m e d , p o l i c y j u d g m e n t s . T h o u g h f a r f r o m c o m m i t t i n g 

S o v i e t l e a d e r s t o s h o r t - t e r m m i l i t a n c y , t h e i d e o l o g i c a l f r a m e w o r k 

d o e s i n h i b i t t h e m f r o m t h i n k i n g o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d s t a b i l i t y 

a s e n d s i n t h e m s e l v e s , s i n c e t h a t w o u l d b e t a n t a m o u n t t o n e g a t i n g 

t h e c o m m u n i s t v i e w o f h i s t o r y a s a fluid, d i a l e c t i c a l p r o c e s s . A c -

c o r d i n g l y , a n o f f i c i a l S o v i e t a n a l y s i s o f t h e i s s u e s c o v e r e d i n t h e 

first t w o c h a p t e r s o f t h i s b o o k w o u l d r u n a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s : " T h e 

p r e s e n t e r a i s d o m i n a t e d b y t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e w o r l d s o c i a l i s t 

s y s t e m . I t s e m e r g e n c e i s a d e c i s i v e f o r c e o f c h a n g e , n o t o n l y a c -

c e l e r a t i n g t h e p a c e o f s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n b u t a l s o s u c c e s s f u l l y 

d e t e r r i n g t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s f r o m c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s . W a r i s t h e r e f o r e 

n o l o n g e r i n e v i t a b l e , a n d p e a c e f u l r i v a l r y b e t w e e n t h e t w o s y s -

t e m s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y b e t w e e n t h e U S S R a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i s 

p o s s i b l e . T h e e v e n t u a l o u t c o m e o f t h e c o m p e t i t i o n i s , h o w e v e r , 

0 Thus, a Soviet scholar, in an ambitious effort to analyze contemporary 
world affairs, asserts that "the outcome of the competition rules out accident. 
Victory or defeat are necessary, that is, unavoidable, and law-governed. 
Defeat comes but once in such competition. There will be no return match, 
no replay/ no chance of revenge" (Kh. Momjan, The Dynamic Twentieth 
Century, Moscow, 1968, pp. 107-108). 
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foreordained, g i v e n t h e i n h e r e n t h i s t o r i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y of t h e c o m -

munist s y s t e m . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , i n m a n y a r e a s m o r e a c t i v e c o o p -

e r a t i o n i s t o b e s o u g h t , i n o r d e r t o a v e r t w a r o r t o p r o m o t e e c o -

n o m i c o r s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e T h i r d W o r l d . I n s o m e p l a c e s 

t h e p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e p e a c e f u l t r a n s i t i o n t o s o c i a l i s m a l r e a d y 

e x i s t ; i n s o m e o f t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s a v i o l e n t r e v o l u t i o n 

w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y , b u t i t w o u l d b e a t a c t i c a l e r r o r t o p r e c i p i t a t e 

i t t o o s o o n ( a s u r g e d b y t h e M a o i s t s o r t h e C a s t r o i t e s ) . " 

A u t h o r i t a t i v e S o v i e t a n a l y s t s h a v e , m o r e o v e r , a r g u e d t h a t t h e y 

d e t e c t s i g n s o f i n t e n s i f i e d c r i s i s i n t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d c a p i t a l i s t 

s t a t e s . " P o l i t i c a l c r i s e s n o w o c c u r f a r m o r e o f t e n t h a n , l e t u s s a y , 

t e n t o t w e n t y y e a r s a g o , a n d n o l o n g e r o n l y o n t h e ' p e r i p h e r y ' b u t 

i n t h e c h i e f c e n t e r s o f i m p e r i a l i s m . T h e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l c r i s e s i n 

t h e c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e s a r e n o w s p r e a d i n g u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s o f a n 

e x a c e r b a t e d financial c r i s i s a n d d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n t h e o v e r - a l l e c o -

n o m i c s i t u a t i o n o f t h e i m p e r i a l i s t c a m p . " 1 9 A n i m p o r t a n t n e w 

f a c t o r i s s a i d t o b e t h e g r o w i n g r a d i c a l i s m o f W e s t e r n i n t e l l e c -

t u a l s , t h e m a j o r i t y o f w h o m — u n l i k e t h o s e o f t h e p r e - W o r l d W a r 

I I e r a — a r e n o w " b e c o m i n g a m o r e a c t i v e p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e . " I n 

t h e S o v i e t v i e w , t h i s p o i n t s t o t h e f u r t h e r i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f t h e 

i n t e r n a l c r i s i s o f t h e a d v a n c e d c a p i t a l i s t w o r l d , a f a c t o r t h a t i s 

m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e c h a n g e s o r e v e n t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y u p -

h e a v a l s t h a t a r e l i k e l y t o o c c u r i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d . 

T h e d e c i s i v e e q u a t i o n t h u s r e m a i n s t h a t o f A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t 

c o m p e t i t i o n . A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e c r u c i a l o p e r a t i o n a l q u e s t i o n — l e a v -

i n g a s i d e i m m e d i a t e t a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s — i s n o t w h e t h e r a 

g i v e n c o u r s e o f a c t i o n w i l l a d v a n c e t h e c a u s e o f w o r l d c o m m u -

n i s m b u t h o w i t w i l l a f f e c t t h e S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n b a l a n c e : i n f a v o r 

o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o r a g a i n s t i t ? T h e S o v i e t p o l i c y m a k e r s e n s e s 

n o c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n S o v i e t i n t e r e s t s a n d t h o s e o f t h e i n t e r -

n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , a n d h e t h u s e x p e r i e n c e s n o i d e o l o g i c a l e m -

b a r r a s s m e n t i n a s s i s t i n g a n t i - A m e r i c a n e l e m e n t s o t h e r w i s e i d e o -

l o g i c a l l y f o r e i g n t o c o m m u n i s m o r i n s e e k i n g t o r e a c h a c c o m m o d a -

t i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o n s p e c i f i c i s s u e s . T h i s c l o s e s u b j e c t i v e 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f p u r e l y S o v i e t s t a t e i n t e r e s t s w i t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 
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c a u s e , a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g g o a l - o r i e n t e d flexibility i n t a c t i c s , r e n d e r 

i m p o s s i b l e t h e s i m p l i s t i c j u d g m e n t t h a t t h e S o v i e t s a r e e i t h e r 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y o b s e s s e d o r i d e o l o g i c a l l y c y n i c a l . 

I n r e g a r d t o t h e i d e o l o g i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n , S o v i e t l e a d e r s h a v e 

v e n t u r e d t h e o p i n i o n t h a t " t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y s t a g e i n h i s t o r i c a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y i n t e n s e s h a r p e n i n g o f t h e i d e o l o g -

i c a l s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n c a p i t a l i s m a n d s o c i a l i s m . " T h i s c o n c l u s i o n 

w a s f o r m a l l y e x p r e s s e d b y t h e S o v i e t C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e i n A p r i l 

1 9 6 8 . 2 0 I t w a s f o l l o w e d b y a s y s t e m a t i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o p o -

s i t i o n t h a t t h e w o r l d i s w i t n e s s i n g " t h e r i s i n g r o l e o f i d e o l o g y " a n d 

t h a t i d e o l o g i c a l c o m p e t i t i o n i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s i s g a i n i n g i n 

i n t e n s i t y . T h e S o v i e t i n v a s i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a i n A u g u s t 1 9 6 8 

g a v e r i s e t o p a r t i c u l a r l y e x t e n s i v e e l a b o r a t i o n s o f t h i s t h e m e . I t 

w a s e x p l i c i t l y a r g u e d t h a t i n t e r n a l c h a n g e i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a w a s 

a b e t t e d b y W e s t e r n p o l i c i e s o f " p e a c e f u l e n g a g e m e n t " t h a t h a d 

a s t h e i r u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f c o m m u n i s m i n t o 

s o c i a l d e m o c r a c y . T h i s p o l i c y w a s l a b e l e d b y S o v i e t w r i t e r s a s t h e 

n e w W e s t e r n s t r a t e g y o f " p e a c e f u l c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n . " 2 1 

T h e e m p h a s i s p u t o n t h e c o n t i n u i n g c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 

t w o c o n f l i c t i n g i d e o l o g i c a l s y s t e m s — a n d t h u s o n t h e n o t i o n t h a t 

c o n t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y c a n b e u n d e r s t o o d i n t e r m s o f s u c h a d i c h o t -

o m y — i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n ' s d e f i n i t i o n o f i t s o w n 

r o l e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m a n d o f c o n t e m p o r a r y c o m m u n i s m 

i t s e l f . I n s p i t e o f t h e e n o r m o u s c h a n g e s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m -

m u n i s m p r e c i p i t a t e d b y t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s p u t e , b y t h e d e c l i n e o f 

S o v i e t a u t h o r i t y , a n d b y t h e d e m o r a l i z a t i o n r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e 

m i l i t a r y i n v a s i o n o f o n e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e b y a n o t h e r , t h e S o v i e t 

l e a d e r s h a v e c o n t i n u e d t o u p h o l d t h e o r t h o d o x c o n c e p t o f a s i n g l e 

m o v e m e n t s t i l l l e d b y M o s c o w . T h e y h a v e a c c o r d i n g l y c o n t i n u e d 

t o p r e s s f o r " u n i t y c o n f e r e n c e s " o f a s m a n y c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s a s 

p o s s i b l e , e v e n t h o u g h t h e r e s u l t s h a v e o f t e n w o r k e d a g a i n s t u n i t y . 

T h e y h a v e a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o a s s e r t a d o g m a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

i d e o l o g y a n d h a v e c o n s e q u e n t l y b e e n u n d e r t h e n e c e s s i t y o f e x -

c o m m u n i c a t i n g t h o s e w h o d i f f e r . * 

0 "Only one social theory, one teaching, is capable of expressing the con-
tent and direction of world processes in our epoch in depth—this is Marxism-
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T h e r e s u l t h a s b e e n n o t o n l y t h e o f t - r e p e a t e d c o n d e m n a t i o n o f 

revisionists o r o f C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s t s b u t t h e i n c r e a s i n g i n t e l l e c -

t u a l i n a b i l i t y t o a s s i m i l a t e i n d o c t r i n e e i t h e r n e w r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

p r a c t i c e o r t h e p r o g r e s s i v e e v o l u t i o n o f c o m m u n i s m i n p o w e r . 

T h e S o v i e t a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e r e b e l l i o n o f W e s t e r n y o u t h i s a 

c a s e i n p o i n t . A s s o o n a s i t b e c a m e c l e a r t h a t t h e s e y o u n g p e o p l e 

w e r e n o t p r e p a r e d t o a c c e p t e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i s t l e a d e r s h i p — 

a n d t h a t t h e i r i d e o l o g u e s w e r e c r i t i c a l o f S o v i e t b u r e a u c r a t i s m — 

t h e S o v i e t a t t i t u d e b e c a m e v e h e m e n t l y h o s t i l e . M a r c u s e w a s e s -

p e c i a l l y a t t a c k e d f o r o v e r e m p h a s i z i n g t h e r o l e o f t h e y o u n g a n d 

t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e c l a s s i c a l c o n c e p t o f a r e v o -

l u t i o n b y t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . * I n e f f e c t , S o v i e t t h e o r i s t s r e f u s e d t o 

t a k e s e r i o u s l y i n t o a c c o u n t t h e p o t e n t i a l l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n s e -

q u e n c e s o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l u p s u r g e i n t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d . 

S i m i l a r l y , w h e n t h e C a s t r o i t e r e v o l u t i o n i n L a t i n A m e r i c a 

m o v e d i n t o d i r e c t g u e r r i l l a a c t i o n , t h e e s t a b l i s h e d p r o - S o v i e t C o m -

m u n i s t p a r t i e s o b j e c t e d , a n d t h e y w e r e s u p p o r t e d b y M o s c o w . 

H e r e , t o o , t h e p r e f e r e n c e w a s f o r t h e t r i e d , c i t y - b a s e d , p a r t y -

d i r e c t e d , p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o d e l . W h e n C z e c h o s l o v a k 

p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s b e g a n t o s u g g e s t t h a t L e n i n i s m , a p r o d u c t o f 

s p e c i f i c a l l y R u s s i a n c o n d i t i o n s , w a s p e r h a p s n o l o n g e r t h e m o s t 

s u i t a b l e g u i d e f o r t h e f u r t h e r e v o l u t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k c o m -

m u n i s m , t h e S o v i e t r e a c t i o n w a s t o c h a r g e d e v i a t i o n . T h u s , i n s p i t e 

o f m a n y p r o n o u n c e m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g m u l t i p l e r o a d s t o s o c i a l i s m , 

t h e S o v i e t p a r t y h a s r e m a i n e d w e d d e d t o t h e c o n c e p t o f d o g m a t i c 

Leninism. Only one philosophy is capable of interpreting all the contradic-
tions of the present stage of historical development. . . . Communists have 
always regarded Leninism—and continue to regard it—not as a purely 
Russian but an international Marxist doctrine" (F. Konstantinov, "Marxism-
Leninism: A Single International Teaching," Pravda, June 14, 1968). 

The foregoing view permits Soviet ideologues to assert that "the philo-
sophical 'thoughts of Mao Tse-tung' are philistine, often anarcho-idealistic 
eclecticism which has nothing in common with Marxist-Leninist philosophy" 
(A. Rumyantsev, writing in Kommunist, No. 2, 1969). It should be noted 
that Rumyantsev and Konstantinov are leading Soviet ideologues. 

These attacks sometimes took grotesque forms. Thus, a Radio Moscow 
commentator, Valentin Zakharov, devoted an entire program to the theme 
that Marcuse and Brzezinski were jointly involved—naturally in behalf of the 
CIA—in organizing "the Czechoslovak counterrevolution" in 1968 (Radio 
Moscow, August 19, 1969). 
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u n i v e r s a l i s m , w h i c h i s u n i v e r s a l o n l y i n t h e s e n s e t h a t i t s e e s t h e 

S o v i e t e x p e r i e n c e a s f u n d a m e n t a l l y u n i v e r s a l i n r e l e v a n c e . 

Perspective on Tomorrow 

T h i s r i g i d i t y b o t h c o n d i t i o n s a n d r e s t r i c t s S o v i e t t h i n k i n g a b o u t 

t h e f u t u r e . S t u d i e s o f t h e f u t u r e h a v e b e c o m e b o t h f a s h i o n a b l e 

a n d w i d e s p r e a d i n t h e W e s t . T h e y h a v e i n v o l v e d s y s t e m a t i c a t -

t e m p t s t o l i n k t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o j e c t i o n s w i t h s o c i a l f o r e c a s t i n g , a s 

w e l l a s w i t h m o r e c r i t i c a l , n o r m a t i v e d i s c u s s i o n s . T h e p h i l o s o p h i -

c a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f s c i e n t i f i c d i s c o v e r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e y p e r t a i n 

t o t h e h u m a n b e i n g , h a v e b e c o m e t h e o b j e c t o f a p a r t i c u l a r l y i n -

t e n s e d i a l o g u e . T h e p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t e c h n o l o g y h a v e a l s o 

a t t r a c t e d t h e a t t e n t i o n o f s c h o l a r s a n d i n c r e a s i n g l y e v e n o f p o -

l i t i c a l l e a d e r s . G i v e n t h e f u t u r e - o r i e n t e d t h r u s t o f M a r x i s t t h o u g h t , 

o n e w o u l d h a v e e x p e c t e d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n t o b e i n t h e f o r e f r o n t 

o f t h e s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a n d a n a l y s e s . T h i s h a s o n l y b e e n p a r t i a l l y 

t r u e . 

S y s t e m a t i c S o v i e t e f f o r t s t o s t u d y t h e f u t u r e w e r e s p u r r e d b y 

h i g h - l e v e l d e c i s i o n s t a k e n a t t h e T w e n t y - t h i r d P a r t y C o n g r e s s . I n 

i t s w a k e , s p e c i a l s t u d y g r o u p s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h a t p u r p o s e 

i n a n u m b e r o f S o v i e t i n s t i t u t e s — f o r e x a m p l e , t h e S o v i e t A c a d -

e m y ' s g r o u p f o r S o c i a l a n d T e c h n o l o g i c a l F o r e c a s t i n g . I n a d d i -

t i o n , m a n y i n f o r m a l g r o u p s w e r e s e t u p t o b r i n g S o v i e t s c h o l a r s 

a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s t o g e t h e r . A s p e c i a l a n n u a l p u b l i c a t i o n e n t i r e l y 

d e v o t e d t o t h e f u t u r e o f s c i e n c e w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1 9 6 6 , a n d i t s 

first n u m b e r s h a v e i n c l u d e d c o n t r i b u t i o n s b y b o t h S o v i e t a n d 

n o n - S o v i e t s c h o l a r s . 2 2 S o v i e t s c h o l a r s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d u s e f u l c o n -

t a c t s w i t h s i m i l a r s t u d y g r o u p s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s i n t h e W e s t , i n -

c l u d i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

S o l i d w o r k h a s b e e n d o n e b y S o v i e t s c h o l a r s , p r i m a r i l y i n t h e 

a r e a o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l - e c o n o m i c f o r e c a s t i n g . F o r e x a m p l e , i n 1 9 6 4 

t h e S o v i e t p h i l o s o p h i c a l j o u r n a l , Voprosy Filosofii, b e g a n p u b l i s h -

i n g a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s o n t h e t h e m e o f " T h e S c i e n t i f i c - T e c h n i c a l 

R e v o l u t i o n a n d I t s S o c i a l C o n s e q u e n c e s . " O n t h e w h o l e , t h e s e 
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a r t i c l e s h a v e b e e n s e r i o u s a n d f r e q u e n t l y v e r y i n f o r m a t i v e t r e a t -

m e n t s o f s u c h s u b j e c t s a s t h e m e t h o d o l o g y o f f o r e c a s t i n g , t h e o r -

g a n i z a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s o f s c i e n c e i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e s c i e n t i f i c 

explosion, t h e r o l e o f c y b e r n e t i c s , c o m p a r a t i v e a n a l y s e s o f s c i e n -

t i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d p r o j e c t i o n s f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y S o v i e t - o r i e n t e d 

e c o n o m i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o g n o s e s . 2 3 

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e s e e f f o r t s , t h e r e h a s b e e n a s t r i k i n g p a u c i t y o f 

p o l i t i c a l , i d e o l o g i c a l , o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l s t u d i e s f o c u s e d o n t h e i n t e r -

a c t i o n s w i t h p r o j e c t e d t e c h n o l o g i c a l - e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s . T h e r e i s 

n o d o u b t t h a t S o v i e t i n t e l l e c t u a l s a r e a w a r e o f t h e u n a v o i d a b l e 

l i n k b e t w e e n t h e t w o , * b u t p u b l i s h e d S o v i e t d i s c u s s i o n s h a v e b e e n 

l i m i t e d p r i m a r i l y t o c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n s o f W e s t e r n l i t e r a t u r e o n 

t h e s u b j e c t . I n t h e i r c r u d e r f o r m s — p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n a p p e a r i n g 

i n t h e t h e o r e t i c a l o r g a n o f t h e p a r t y , Kommunist—these " e v a l u a -

t i o n s " h a v e b e e n l i m i t e d t o d e n u n c i a t i o n . ! M o r e s e r i o u s — t h o u g h 

0 In a statement remarkably free of ideological cant, one Soviet scientist— 
and novelist—remarked, "The future has borne the brunt of all kinds of 
emotions: optimism, blind irrational hope, and black despair. It has been 
threatened by both hysterical seers and precise calculations. Attempts have 
been made to poison it or simply to annihilate it, to turn it backward, to 
return it to caves. It has survived. Today we have the opportunity to give 
it serious and thoughtful study. Today, perhaps as never before in human 
history, the future depends on the present and demands a new approach. 
It is fraught with crises we cannot assess today. Crises connected not only 
with a different conception of freedom, but also a different idea of individ-
uality" (Daniil Granin, "And Yet . . . ," Inostrannaia Literatura [Moscow], 
No. 1, 1967). 

In contrast, the five-volume work Socialism and Communism, prepared by 
the Institute of Philosophy of the Soviet Academy of Sciences in a compre-
hensive effort to sum up the likely shape of Soviet society under commu-
nism, refrains from any analysis of the social tensions brought on by the 
scientific revolution. It presents a uniformly blissful picture of the future, 
t For examples of particularly primitive writings, see G. Gerasimov, "The 
Falsifiers of the Future," Kommunist, No. 2, 1968, for criticism of Aron, 
Fourastie, and others; or Yuri Zhukov's various articles attacking my earlier 
article, "America in the Technetronic Age." Soviet commentators were par-
ticularly incensed by my observation ("America in the Technetronic Age") 
that "the world is on the eve of a transformation more dramatic in its his-
toric and human consequences than that wrought either by the French or 
the Bolshevik revolutions. Viewed from a long perspective, these famous rev-
olutions merely scratched the surface of the human condition. The changes 
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s t i l l p r i m a r i l y n e g a t i v e — a s s e s s m e n t s h a v e a p p e a r e d i n o t h e r j o u r -

n a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e o r g a n o f t h e I n s t i t u t e o n W o r l d E c o n o m -

i c s . I n b o t h c a s e s , h o w e v e r , t h e t e n d e n c y h a s b e e n t o d e n y t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f e i t h e r t h e e v o l u t i o n o f W e s t e r n p o l i t i e s i n t o n e w 

p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l f o r m s n o l o n g e r d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e c a p i t a l i s t p h a s e 

o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o r t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e s e n e w f o r m s t o o v e r -

c o m e t h e i n d i v i d u a l c r i s i s o f a l i e n a t i o n a n d f r u s t r a t i o n a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h t h e c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m . 

T h i s i s w h y s o m e P o l i s h c o m m u n i s t s , t h o u g h l o y a l t o t h e c o m -

m o n i d e o l o g y , h a v e n o t e d c r i t i c a l l y t h a t " w e h a v e t o g i v e a m o r e 

s p e c i f i c a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n a s t o w h a t r e a l l y h a p p e n s i n m o d -

e r n m o n o p o l i s t i c c a p i t a l i s m a n d w h a t i n f l u e n c e t h e t e c h n i c a l r e v o -

l u t i o n h a s o n i t . " T h e y h a v e o b s e r v e d t h a t c o m m u n i s t t h e o r y h a s 

n o c o n c e p t o f t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m m o d e r n c a p i t a l i s m t o s o c i a l i s m , 

t h a t i t h a s n o t f a c e d t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

o b s o l e s c e n c e o f c o m m u n i s t e c o n o m i e s a s c o m p a r e d t o t h o s e o f 

t h e a d v a n c e d W e s t , t h a t i t h a s s t i l l t o c o n f r o n t t h e f a c t t h a t s o -

c i a l i s m — t h o u g h i t h a s p r o v e n i t s m e t t l e i n o v e r c o m i n g i n d u s t r i a l 

b a c k w a r d n e s s — h a s y e t t o p r o v e i t s c a p a c i t y f o r s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a -

t i o n , a n d t h a t i t h a s n o t g i v e n a n y t h o u g h t t o t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 

c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e n g e n e r a t i o n s . 2 4 I n a f a r - r a n g i n g a n d t h o u g h t f u l 

d i s c u s s i o n , a R u m a n i a n c o m m u n i s t , a p p e a l i n g " F o r a M a r x i s t 

T h e o r y o f t h e T e c h n i c a l - S c i e n t i f i c R e v o l u t i o n , " p u t i t e v e n m o r e 

b l u n t l y : " I n r e c e n t y e a r s t h e W e s t h a s e v i d e n c e d a m o r e s u s t a i n e d 

c o n c e r n w i t h t h e t h e o r e t i c a l e l a b o r a t i o n o f t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e 

s c i e n t i f i c - t e c h n i c a l r e v o l u t i o n a n d i t s s o c i a l a n d h u m a n c o n n e c -

t i o n s . . . . W e c a n n o t a s y e t s p e a k o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a c o h e r e n t , 

u n i f i e d Marxist t h e o r y o f t h e s c i e n t i f i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 2 f ) 

I n s h o r t , S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l t h o u g h t h a s f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e a n y s y s -

t e m a t i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f i d e a s c o n c e r n i n g t h e f u t u r e p o l i t i c a l a n d 

i d e o l o g i c a l e v o l u t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t s y s t e m i t s e l f o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , 

they precipitated involved alterations in the distribution of power and prop-
erty within society; they did not affect the essence of individual and social 
existence. Life—personal and organized—continued on much as before, 
even though some of its external forms (primarily political) were substan-
tially altered. Shocking though it may sound to their acolytes, by the year 
2000 it will be accepted that Robespierre and Lenin were mild reformers." 
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o f t h e w o r l d r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s u n d e r n o v e l h i s t o r i c c o n d i t i o n s . 

T h i s i s n o t o n l y b e c a u s e i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s s e n t h a s b e e n r e s t r i c t e d t o 

i n f o r m a l , " u n d e r g r o u n d " f o r m s o f e x p r e s s i o n b u t p r i m a r i l y b e -

c a u s e t h e r e h a s b e e n n o o p e n - e n d e d c r e a t i v e p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l 

d i s c u s s i o n a m o n g S o v i e t M a r x i s t s t h e m s e l v e s . S o v i e t i d e o l o g y i s 

n o l o n g e r s h a p e d t h r o u g h t h e c r e a t i v e i n t e r a c t i o n o f t h e o r e t i c a l 

t h o u g h t a n d p r a c t i c e — a s w a s t h e c a s e u n t i l S t a l i n s p o w e r b e c a m e 

s u p r e m e — b u t i s t h e p r o d u c t o f a b u r e a u c r a t i c p r o c e s s o f d e f i n i -

t i o n , a p r o c e s s e n t i r e l y m o n o p o l i z e d b y c a r e e r p a r t y o f f i c i a l s . 

I d e o l o g y e m a n a t e s f r o m t h e o f f i c e s o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , 

w h e r e i t i s p r e p a r e d o n t h e b a s i s o f c o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s a n d s t a f f 

p a p e r s b e f o r e b e i n g s u b m i t t e d t o t h e P o l i t b u r o f o r g r o u p a p -

p r o v a l . A n i d e o l o g y w h o s e c o n t e n t i s d e t e r m i n e d b y a p o l i t i c a l 

p r o c e s s i s n o t l i k e l y t o b e p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h s p e c u l a t i v e , a n d 

t h e r e f o r e p o t e n t i a l l y d i s r u p t i v e , i s s u e s . I t h a s l i t t l e t o d o w i t h i n -

t e l l e c t u a l c r e a t i v i t y a n d a g r e a t d e a l t o d o w i t h b u r e a u c r a t i c i m -

p e r a t i v e s . 

P a r a d o x i c a l l y , b u r e a u c r a t i c s t e r i l i t y i n t h o u g h t p r o m p t s i n t e n -

s i f i e d e m p h a s i s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y r h e t o r i c a n d s y m b o l i s m . B e c a u s e 

t h e o n c e r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e h a s b e c o m e s o i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h 

t h e v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s o f g u a r d i a n s w h o a r e t h e m s e l v e s h i g h l y s e n s i -

t i v e t o R u s s i a n n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s , t h e r e i s a t e n d e n c y t o t a k e i d e -

o l o g i c a l r e f u g e i n i n c r e a s e d e m p h a s i s o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y s y m b o l i s m . 

T h i s i s a m a n i f e s t a t i o n c o m m o n t o a l l d o c t r i n e s i n t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l 

d e c l i n e : a s p r a c t i c e i n c r e a s i n g l y d e v i a t e s f r o m p r e s c r i p t i o n , s y m -

b o l i s m a n d r h e t o r i c g a i n i n i m p o r t a n c e . T h e c o n s e q u e n c e , h o w -

e v e r , i s t o c o n g e a l c e r t a i n f o r m u l a s a n d c l a i m s , m a k i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l 

i n n o v a t i o n m o r e d i f f i c u l t , e v e n w h e n o n t h e o p e r a t i o n a l l e v e l 

i d e o l o g i c a l r e s t r a i n t s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y e v a d e d . 

T h e r e s u l t i s a c o n d i t i o n o f a r r e s t e d i d e o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t , 

o f i d e o l o g i c a l p e t r i f a c t i o n r a t h e r t h a n e r o s i o n , M a r x i s t t h o u g h t 

r e m a i n i n g v i t a l o n l y o u t s i d e t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 0 T h e v i s i o n o f t o -

* This matches the Victorianism and grayness of much of contemporary 
Soviet life. Lincoln Steffens exclaimed, on visiting the Soviet Union in the 
early 1920s, "I have been into the future and it works!" Today more and 
more visitors to the Soviet Union come back saying, "I have been into the 
past and it is a bore." 
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morrow is reduced to meaningless and increasingly vague declara-
tions, such as the conclusion to the official Soviet prognosis for 
the remainder of this century: "Armed with Marxist-Leninist 
thought and filled with historical optimism, the leading revolu-
tionary forces of the world will march into the future."26 

The crucial question today is: When will the Soviet Union 
break with the Stalinist legacy? Without such a break it will re-
main difficult for the Soviet leaders to diagnose the problems of 
their own society accurately and to make the Soviet Union truly 
relevant to the intellectual and international dilemmas of our time. 
Such a break need not require the abandonment of socialism or 
of Marxism, but it would require the transformation of a political 
system that today both reflects and is buttressed by an obsolescent 
and bureaucratized ideology of power into one more in keeping 
with the emerging humanist, universalist mood of our time. It is 
no exaggeration to say—though some anti-communists may be 
loath to admit this—that the peace of mankind depends in large 
measure on the Soviet Union's return to the occidental Marxist 
tradition from which the more oriental Leninism-Stalinism had 
diverted it, but not necessarily on the outright abandonment of 
Marxism. 

Ideological change in the Soviet Union will inevitably be 
closely connected with socio-economic change, but it would be 
a mistake to view the latter as dictating the former. A Marxist 
framework of analysis is the one least suited to understanding 

3. The Soviet Future 
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communist politics, in which the political superstructure actually 
dominates the economic base. Political change in the Soviet Union 
will necessarily be influenced by the emergence of a new social 
elite, more technological in its orientation, but it will be even 
more affected by the changes in the internal character and outlook 
of the professional, ruling party bureaucracy, and by the degree 
to which this elite succeeds in coping with internal Soviet prob-
lems. 

Internal Dilemmas 

These problems are likely to develop on the levels of both 
economic-technological efficiency and political-ideological dissent. 
There can be little doubt that the Soviet economy will continue to 
grow in the years ahead, but it does appear likely that, barring 
some unforeseen development in either the United States or the 
Soviet Union, the absolute gap between the two countries will 
widen even further.* The growth will therefore probably be in-
sufficient to satisfy the ideological ambitions of the political elite, 
and it is even less likely to satisfy rising social aspirations. These 
aspirations are certain to escalate as comparison with the West 
makes it more and more apparent that major sectors of Soviet 
society have remained extraordinarily antiquated. 

Soviet backwardness is particularly evident in agriculture. Agri-
cultural productivity has leapfrogged during the last several dec-
ades in most developed countries and lately even in a number of 
the underdeveloped ones. Not so in the Soviet Union, where pro-

0 It can be estimated that if the GNP of the United States grows at 3.5 per 
cent per annum, by 1985 it will be over $1.5 trillion; if the rates of the 
1960s continue, it will already be $1.7 trillion by 1980; if the Soviet GNP 
grows at the higher rate of 5 per cent, by 1985 it will be just under $800 
billion; if it grows at the even higher rate of 7 per cent, by 1985 the GNP 
will be approximately $1.1 trillion. Thus the absolute gap will not narrow 
and could even widen considerably between 1965 and 1985. 

In 1961 the Soviet leaders formally adopted a party program which, among 
other things, promised that by 1970 the Soviet Union will have surpassed 
the United States in industrial output. Clearly, this has not happened. 
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ductivity steadily declined and has only recently risen somewhat. 
The Soviet rural population is underemployed, undercompen-
sated, and underproductive. The resolution of the Soviet agricul-
tural problem is one of the more urgent—but also ideologically 
more sensitive—problems on the Soviet agenda. (The technologi-
cal underdevelopment of Soviet agriculture is reflected in a labor-
force distribution that places the Soviet Union considerably be-
hind the more advanced sectors of the globe.) 

TABLE 9. DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR FORCE 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY SECTOR 

AREA Agriculture Industry Services 
United States 8 3 9 5 3 
Western Europe 1 4 4 5 4 I 
Oceania 2 3 3 4 4 3 
Japan 3 3 28 3 9 
USSR 4 5 28 27 
Latin America 48 20 3 * 

Source: International Labor Review, January-February 1967. 

In the industrial sector, more advanced than agriculture, the 
remarkable achievements of Soviet science in such areas as space 
and weapons technology have obscured a situation that is also far 
from satisfactory for a modern, industrialized society. It has been 
estimated that the Soviet Union (allowing for the differential in 
actual costs) has in real terms been spending approximately as 
much for research and development as the United States.27 More-
over, Soviet scientific manpower has been growing at an impres-
sive rate and now matches that of the United States. In addition, 
Soviet theoretical work in a number of fields, particularly physics, 
has been of the first order. 

Yet the over-all socio-economic benefits of the Soviet scientific 
effort have been relatively meager. Though Soviet leaders were 
quick to capitalize ideologically on their initial space successes 
by claiming that they proved the superiority of communism (an 
assertion quietly allowed to fade after the American landing on 
the moon), the fact remains that the Soviet Union has not been 
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able to produce technologically advanced products capable of 
penetrating economically rewarding world markets in the face of 
Western competition, nor has it satisfied more than the rudimen-
tary needs of domestic consumption. Even in such a relatively 
elementary industrial field as automobile production, the Soviet 
Union has been compelled to rely on foreign help (currently Ital-
ian) to produce workable and economically feasible automo-
biles.28 The rigid separation of secret military research from the 
rest of the economy, as well as the concentration of Soviet scien-
tific researchers in institutes remote from industry, has meant that 
research breakthroughs have either never been developed, devel-
oped only for military purposes, or developed only after con-
siderable delay.* The Soviet lag is unmistakable in computers, 
transistors, lasers, pulsars, and plastics, as well as in the equally 
important areas of management techniques, labor relations, psy-
chology, sociology, economic theory, and systems analysis.f 

* Soviet Academician V. Trapeznikov estimated that 98 per cent of Soviet 
researchers work in institutes, whereas 60 per cent of American researchers 
work directly in the relevant industries. He also estimates that approximately 
half the Soviet research discoveries are obsolescent by the time of their 
development (Pravda, January 19, 1967). See also the interview with 
Academician V. M. Glushkov, in Komsomolskaia Pravda, May 15, 1968, in 
which he calls for the rapid training of "systems managers," a skill in which 
he feels that Americans excel and which has no equivalent in the Soviet 
Union. He also urged the regular retraining of Soviet managers, again citing 
American precedents. 
f "Certain sectors, including of course space and some military R & D, and 
an important part of the iron and steel industry, are technically very ad-
vanced; but many industries, particularly in the consumer goods sector, are 
far less technically developed than in major Western countries. . . . 

"The impression which emerges from both Soviet and Western studies is 
that the Soviet Union is less technically advanced than the United States in 
all but a few priority industries, and that in a number of major industries 
the Soviet Union is technologically behind the industrialized countries of 
Western Europe" (Science Policy in the USSR, pp. 9, 476). 

According to a study of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 
Soviet Union, which in 1954 was the first nation to adapt nuclear energy 
for peaceful uses, had by 1969 been surpassed by the United States and 
the United Kingdom; by 1975 it will be behind the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Japan, Canada, Sweden, and Germany, with its megawattage 
approximately fourteen times less than that of the United States (Power and 
Research Reactors in Member States). 
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To correct this condition, the government initiated in 1968 a 
series of reforms designed to spur scientific research and develop-
ment and to improve the quality of management. The Central 
Committee of the party passed a special resolution in October 
1968 ("On Measures to Raise the Efficiency of the Work of Scien-
tific Organizations and to Accelerate the Utilization of Scientific 
and Technical Achievements in the National Economy"), highly 
critical of Soviet research and development and initiating a series 
of reforms, which in essence upgraded the status of researchers 
working directly in industry to that held by scientists employed in 
purely scientific institutes, created research laboratories based in 
industrial enterprises, and offered bonuses and awards for inno-
vation. As Academician Trapeznikov put it, "An important item 
in the resolution is the establishment of competition in scientific-
technical ideas and proposals."29 

It is far from certain that these reforms will suffice to generate 
a creative and socially significant burst of innovation and adapta-
tion. Soviet scientists recognize that creativity requires "an at-
mosphere of free discussion, polemics, and airing of ideas, even 
if some of them are radically wrong." 30 This factor is in turn re-
lated to the ideological and institutional organization of society 
as a whole, and cannot be corrected merely by a few organiza-
tional adjustments. The OECD study, Science Policy in the USSR 
(1969), which reveals in a detailed, statistically documented 
manner the extraordinary disproportion between the scale of 
the Soviet effort and its relatively meager socio-economic conse-
quences, reinforces the view that ideological-political centraliza-

As Burks puts it, "The curve of technological development in the West is 
exponential. Synthetic fibers, plastics, nuclear energy, transistors, digital com-
puters, xerography, lasers, succeed one another in seemingly endless suc-
cession. As Western technology becomes more complex, furthermore, the time 
lag involved in its reproduction by East Europeans becomes greater. Borrow-
ing time runs anywhere from two to fifteen years with the odds at least 
50-50 that the product will be, in Western terms, obsolescent when it first 
appears on the Eastern market. In computers, the time lag for Soviet (not 
to speak of East European) borrowing varies between two and ten years" 
(Burks, p. 8) . See also data cited on p. 133, supra, especially as it concerns 
computers.) 
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tion results at best in a capricious science policy and at worst in a 
catastrophic one.* 

There can be no doubt that in the years to come the Soviet 
Union will accomplish many remarkable scientific feats, espe-
cially in the internationally prestigious realm of space investiga-
tions and in scientific areas related to defense research. Its mili-
tary technology will also continue to match America's and in 
some areas will doubtless surpass it. This will be done by crash 
programs concentrating economic resources and scientific talent. 
The Soviet organizational structure is remarkably suited to such 
programs. But the crucial question is whether Soviet science and 
industrial management can provide Soviet society with the 
broad-gauged pattern of scientific innovation necessary both 
to assure internal progress and to advance the international 
position of the Soviet Union. 

The forces opposing far-reaching scientific and economic re-
forms are formidable. They are primarily the bureaucratic party 
elite, especially the ideological sectors, and some of the upper 
echelons of the armed forces, who fear that decentralization 
would also mean the transfer of some key research institutes to 
nonmilitary uses. The upper echelons of party officialdom are 
still largely the products of the Stalinist era, and many among 
them got their start during the purges. Paradoxically, and con-
trary to Western speculation, the managerial elite has also been 
part of the opposition. The present Soviet managerial generation, 
trained to operate in a highly confined, hierarchical setting, is 
not predisposed to assume the greater personal hazards that a 
more decentralized, competitive system would necessarily in-
volve. t Proposals for economic reforms have characteristically 
come mostly from the theoretical economists. 

0 An example of the latter result is the Lysenko affair and its disastrous effects 
on Soviet biology. An extraordinarily vivid and informative account of the 
affair is provided by the Soviet scientist Z. A. Medvedev, The Rise and Fall 
of T. D. Lysenko, New York, 1969. Medvedev's book was written in the 
Soviet Union, but its publication there was not permitted, 
t Moreover, as Jeremy Azrael has convincingly argued in his Managerial 
Power in Soviet Politics (Cambridge, Mass., 1966), it must be recognized that 
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The problem of intellectual freedom prompts considerations 
that are more directly concerned with politics and ideology. It is 
impossible to judge the extent of fundamental, unorthodox dis-
sent in the Soviet Union of the late 1960s and early 1970s.* In 
late 1968 two successive issues of the magazine Problems of 
Communism were devoted to the underground writings, peti-
tions, protests, and appeals of dissenting Soviet intellectuals. 
They made for remarkable and profoundly moving reading, as 
did some separately published documents in which Ukrainian 
intellectuals protested the suppression of their country.31 These 
publications indicated the existence of an active and articulate 
group of intellectuals, largely concentrated in Moscow and Lenin-
grad, composed in some cases of the offspring of the Soviet 
political elite but more often of the children of prominent com-
munists who had perished under Stalin. Though a number of 
these dissenters have been tried both privately and publicly in 
Moscow and Leningrad, they have not been deterred from 

"occupational specialization can attain a high level without giving rise to 
social or political pluralism; that engineers and managers can be governed 
at least as much by transfunctional ideological and political commitments 
as by their 'objective' interests as incumbents of economic roles; that these 
interests can be largely, if not completely, satisfied within the framework of 
a political system that is neither democratic nor technocratic; and that men 
who are oriented toward the maximization of political power can success-
fully maintain a position of dominance over men who are oriented toward 
the optimization of economic utilities, although their doing so may require 
important sacrifices" (p. 175). 
* It is important to differentiate here between instrumental, orthodox dissent 
and fundamental, unorthodox dissent. The two are sometimes confused by 
outside observers, with the result that instrumental dissenters are lionized 
for having run nonexistent risks and the government's tolerance of them is 
interpreted as the sign of a basic departure from the Leninist-Stalinist tradi-
tion. The classic contemporary example is Yevgeny Yevtushenko. His "dis-
sent" has been primarily instrumental in content: it has aimed at making 
the relationship between the political system and society more compatible, 
without addressing itself to the question whether in fact the more basic, 
ideological underpinnings of the system needed rethinking and revision. In 
contrast, precisely because Alexander Solzhenitsyn's or Pasternak's works 
have had the effect of questioning the historical antecedents of the political 
system more searchingly, they have been objects of more assertive official 
displeasure. 
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protesting, and they did so again, at grave personal risk, follow-
ing the Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia. 

For the time being and for some time to come, the intellectual 
and orthodox dissenters will in all probability remain a relatively 
small, isolated group. Like their predecessors in the nineteenth 
century, at the moment they do not appear able to attract broader 
popular support. The majority of the Soviet Union's urban popu-
lation—only one generation removed from their rural setting—are 
characterized by a social orthodoxy based on a rather simplistic in-
ternalized ideology and by a sense of satisfaction in their recent 
social advancement. Moreover, in its social origins and ways of 
thinking, the party is closer to the masses than the masses are to 
the intellectuals.* 

A very special and particularly perplexing kind of dissent is 
posed by increasing restlessness among the Soviet Union's non-
Russian nations. The political significance of this phenomenon 
has largely been ignored by American scholars of Soviet affairs. 
Yet about one-half of the two hundred and forty million inhabi-
tants of the Soviet Union are non-Russian, and many of them 
possess a distinctive sense of their own cultural heritage, their 
own language, territory, and history. Their intelligentsia, almost 
entirely Soviet-reared, tends to be increasingly assertive though 
not necessarily secessionist in attitude. It is beginning to demand 
a larger share in Soviet decision-making as well as a bigger part 
of the economic pie, and it is becoming increasingly leery of 
Russification. To some extent this Russification is deliberately 

* "For all its modernization, the Soviet Union still contains a very massive 
'dark' population aspiring to bourgeois amenities on the one hand, yet im-
mersed in socialist rhetoric on the other. And within this population there 
is a strong element of 'grudge'—crude, primitive, often all too well-
founded, a kind of legendary force in its own right—which views all privi-
lege as corruption, and which is directed equally against the political and 
managerial elite of the party and against the intelligentsia. Here, however, 
the intelligentsia is at a disadvantage, for it still carries the traditional burden 
of guilt toward the people, and the lines of manipulation are in the hands 
of the party" (Sidney Monas, "Engineers or Martyrs: Dissent and the In-
telligentsia," Problems of Communism, September-October 1968, p. 5). 



i 6 2 } III: Communism: The Problem of Relevance 

fostered by Moscow, but it is also the natural result of industriali-
zation and modernization. Official Soviet discussions of this prob-
lem, as well as attacks on the dangers of local nationalism, indi-
cate that Soviet leadership is becoming apprehensive; indeed, a 
number of non-Russian intellectuals have been tried and sen-
tenced in recent years. For the moment, the Soviet government 
has succeeded in confining nationalist tendencies to a relatively 
few intellectuals while evidence on the attitude of non-Russian 
party cadres tends to be ambiguous; however, the very scale 
of this problem, as well as the fact that nationalism tends to be 
infectious whether suppressed or tolerated, would suggest that in 
the years to come the Soviet Union might well be faced with a 
nationality problem graver in its political consequences than the 
racial problem in the United States. 

The rumblings of ideological discontent within the scientific 
community have probably been more immediately disturbing to 
the party. The now well-known manifesto by the prominent So-
viet nuclear physicist Andrei Sakharov, which was published in the 
West in mid-1968,32 had apparently first been circulated among 
Soviet scientists and then revised by the author in the light of 
comments. The fact that subsequent Soviet responses to Sakharov 
took an indirect form, never mentioning him by name, and that 
he was not denounced by the usual device of a public statement 
of condemnation signed by his colleagues, seems to indicate that 
the government thought it preferable to avoid direct confronta-
tion and public discussion. 

This document is remarkable in that it not only challenges the 
right of ideological orthodoxy to continue but also attempts to 
offer an alternative vision of the future. In so doing, it exposes 
Soviet reality to a scathing critique. Sakharov s principal under-
lying assumption is well summarized by his assertion that "any 
preaching of the incompatibility of world ideologies and nations 
is a madness and a crime." He categorically rejects any restraint 
whatsoever on intellectual freedom and condemns "the ossified 
dogmatism of a bureaucratic oligarchy and its favorite weapon, 
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ideological censorship/' In rejecting intellectual subordination 
to the will of "the party's central apparatus and its officials," he 
also asks, "Who will guarantee that these officials always express 
the genuine interests of the working class as a whole and the 
genuine interests of progress rather than their own caste inter-
ests?" * 

His thesis is that our age requires and compels increasing 
international cooperation—both to avoid a nuclear war and to 
overcome the dangers to mankind posed by hunger, overpopula-
tion, and pollution—and that this cooperation will eventually 
come from the increasing convergence of the currently distinc-
tive political and social systems. In this connection, he specifically 
asserts that, given the productive energies of the American 
economy, a revolution in the United States—in contrast to a 
similar upheaval in the Third World—would not be advantageous 
to the workers. His long-range vision for the remainder of the 
century involves a four-stage development: In the first stage the 
communist countries, and notably the Soviet Union, will become 
more democratic, overcoming the Stalinist legacy of single-party 

* In criticizing the persisting backwardness of Soviet society, a condition 
which the officially idyllic view has ignored, Sakharov reveals the extraor-
dinary fact that some 45 per cent of the population, or approximately 110 
million Soviet citizens, live in underprivileged conditions. He compares this 
to the United States where "about 25 per cent of the population is on the 
verge of poverty. On the other hand, the 5 per cent of the Soviet population 
that belongs to the managerial group is as privileged as its counterpart in the 
United States," implying a condition of considerable social inequality in the 
Soviet Union. 

Sakharov's observation is important because the attainment of social equal-
ity has long been a major Soviet claim. In fact, Soviet statistics and, more 
recently, sociological studies confirm the fact that in higher education the 
children of white-collar officials have considerably greater opportunities than 
do those of workers or of collective farmers. For example, in the late 1950s, 
75 per cent of Moscow University students were children of officials; 20 per 
cent and 5 per cent were, respectively, the children of workers and of collec-
tive farmers. During this period the population distribution was approximately 
20 per cent, 48 per cent, and 31 per cent, respectively (see the collective vol-
ume Kulturnaia Revoliutsia, Moscow, 1967, p. 151). Considerable dispropor-
tion also exists in levels of remuneration, with the Soviet minimum wage 
fixed as of 1968 at approximately $65 per month. 
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dictatorship; the second stage will see the transformation of the 
United States and other "capitalist" countries by reformers who 
will effect internal changes and adopt a policy of peaceful co-
existence; the third stage will involve a massive Soviet-American 
effort to cope with the problems of the Third World and to pro-
mote disarmament; the fourth stage will see the remaining global 
problems attacked on the basis of broad international cooperation. 

Sakharov's views, even if somewhat Utopian, are noteworthy 
because they reveal how the world view of some in the new Soviet 
intellectual-scientific elite contrasts with the official perspective. 
Their importance, however, should not be exaggerated. His argu-
ment is simply inaccessible not only to the overwhelming ma-
jority of literate Soviet people but also to the majority of Soviet 
intellectuals. It may be assumed that where there are large con-
centrations of intellectuals (Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Akadem-
gorodok, Obninsk), unorthodox viewpoints circulate somewhat 
more widely, but even there much depends on the degree to 
which at any particular moment the government is prepared to 
apply administrative pressure in order to enforce at least formal 
orthodoxy. Given the party's monopoly of communications, the 
extensive efforts to inculcate the official ideology, and the grow-
ing emphasis on nationalism, the government's view of the world 
and of Soviet society is still the basic source of information and 
interpretation for most Soviet citizens. 

Alternative Paths 

It is in the light of the foregoing considerations that possible 
alternative paths of Soviet political development should be 
evaluated. For analytical purposes, these have to be reduced to a 
manageable number and, accordingly, the discussion that follows 
will concentrate on five rather broadly conceived variants, with 
attention focused on the role of ideology and the party. The five 
developmental variants can be capsuled as (1) oligarchic petrifac-
tion, (2) pluralist evolution, (3) technological adaptation, (4) 
militant fundamentalism, and (5) political disintegration. 
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Oligarchic petrifaction would involve the maintenance of the 
dominant role of the party and the retention of the essentially 
dogmatic character of the ideology. In effect, more of the same. 
Neither the party nor the ideology would be in a particularly 
revolutionary relationship to society; instead, the main thrust of 
the relationship would be for the party to retain political control 
over society without attempting to impose major innovations. 
Strong emphasis would be placed on ideological indoctrination 
and the confinement of ideological deviations. Political leadership 
could remain collective, for the absence of deliberately imposed 
change would not require major choices. The domestic result 
would be rule by an ossified bureaucracy that would pursue a 
conservative policy masked by revolutionary slogans. 

Pluralist evolution would involve the transformation of the 
party into a less monolithic body, somewhat like the Yugoslav 
party, and the ideological erosion of the dogmatic Leninist-
Stalinist tradition. The party would become more willing to 
tolerate within its own ranks an open ideological dialogue, even 
ferment, and it would cease to view its own doctrinal pronounce-
ments as infallible. Its role would be more that of a moral-
ideological stimulant than that of a ruler; the state as well as 
society itself would become the more important source of innova-
tion and change. Because so much of the party's history has been 
contrary to the above pattern, in addition to sustained social 
pressure from key economic and intellectual groups, either a 
basic split in party leadership, or, paradoxically, a strong leader 
(like Tito) would be necessary to condition party officialdom 
into acceptance of such political and ideological pluralism. 

Technological adaptation would involve the transformation of 
the bureaucratic-dogmatic party into a party of technocrats. 
Primary emphasis would be on scientific expertise, efficiency, and 
discipline. As has already happened in Ulbricht's East Germany, 
the party would be composed of scientific experts, trained in the 
latest techniques, capable of relying on cybernetics and com-
puters for social control, and looking to scientific innovation for 
the preservation of Soviet security and industrial growth. Na-
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tionalism would replace ideological dogmas as the basic inte-
grative principle linking society and the state. The younger, more 
technologically oriented leaders of the military establishment 
would, in all probability, favor this pattern. Political leadership, 
as in the first variant, could remain collective, though it would 
probably involve a wider coalition of party-state-military-eco-
nomic leaders. 

Militant fundamentalism would involve a revivalist effort to 
rekindle ideological fervor, which would in turn require a more 
revolutionary relationship between the political system and 
society. The notion of progression toward communism would 
have to be given new programmatic content, and hence politi-
cally induced social changes would be necessary. In all proba-
bility, this development would necessitate the application of 
force to overcome both actual resistance and sheer social inertia. 
Even if it fell short of Stalinist methods, the effort to shake up 
the Soviet system's rigidly bureaucratized structure would re-
quire highly centralized leadership, ideological militancy, per-
haps a more hostile attitude toward the outside world, and 
something along the lines of Mao Tse-tung's "Cultural Revolu-
tion." 

Political disintegration would involve internal paralysis in the 
ruling elite, the rising self-assertiveness of various key groups 
within it, splits in the armed forces, restiveness among the young 
people and the intellectuals, and open disaffection among the non-
Russian nationalities. In the wake of the intensifying contradiction 
between the political system and society, the crisis that could arise 
would be made more acute by an inadequate economic growth 
incapable of satisfying popular demands. The petrified ideology— 
no longer taken seriously by the elite—would be incapable of pro-
viding the system with a coherent set of values for concerted 
action. 

Looking approximately a decade ahead and using as a guide 
the present distribution of power in Soviet society, it would ap-
pear from the nature of the more immediate political-economic 
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problems facing Soviet leadership and from the general pattern 
of contemporary Soviet social development that the Soviet leader-
ship will seek to strike a balance between the first and the third 
variants. The combination comes closest to satisfying elite in-
terests, the imperatives of social orthodoxy, and the needs of the 
Soviet Union as a global rival of the United States. 

In the short run, development toward a pluralist, ideologically 
more tolerant system does not seem likely. The years 1964-1969 
have even seen movement in the opposite direction. The political 
system is not in the near future likely to elevate to leadership a 
man with the will and the power to democratize Soviet society, 
and that society lacks the cohesion and the group pressures neces-
sary to effect democratization from below. As the experience of 
Czechoslovakia has shown, democratization from below must be 
an organic process that links the intellectuals, the workers, and 
the students with some segments of the leadership in a deliberate 
effort to reform the political structure as well as the economic 
structure. Moreover, such a process must either draw on a demo-
cratic tradition (as was the case in Czechoslovakia) or create one 
by accepting the priority of legal norms over political expediency. 
For Soviet communism this would be tantamount to a new con-
cept of politics.* Furthermore, the Soviet problem with non-
Russian nationalities inhibits democratization: the Great Russian 
majority would inevitably fear that democratization might stimu-
late the desire of the non-Russian peoples first for more autonomy 
and then for independence. Given the thrust of Soviet social 
development and the interests of the present ruling elite, it is 
unlikely that an effective democratizing coalition could emerge 
during the 1970s. 
0 As one Czech scholar observed in commenting on the Czech experience 
with Stalinism, "One of the possible methods of preventing the recurrence 
of political trials in any form is a change in the concept of politics, with 
which is connected the birth of a new political system. I have in mind such 
a concept of politics as would not contain the elements of, or an assured 
basis for, displays of illegality of the kind that happened most frequently in 
the period of the political trials" (K. Kaplan, "Thoughts about the Political 
Trials," Nova Mysl, No. 8, 1968). 
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M i l i t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l i s m u n d e r a o n e - m a n d i c t a t o r s h i p , t h o u g h 

p e r h a p s s o m e w h a t m o r e p r o b a b l e i n t h e s h o r t r u n t h a n a p l u r a l i s t 

e v o l u t i o n , a l s o w o u l d h a v e t o o v e r c o m e e n o r m o u s i n e r t i a a n d t h e 

c o l l e c t i v e s t a k e o f t h e p a r t y o l i g a r c h s i n p r e v e n t i n g t h e r e a p p e a r -

a n c e o f o n e - m a n r u l e . P r e s s u r e s t o w a r d s u c h a r u l e c o u l d d e v e l o p 

i n t h e f a c e o f d o m e s t i c u p h e a v a l o r a m a j o r f o r e i g n t h r e a t , b u t 

a t a l e n t e d a n d e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r w o u l d h a v e t o b e a v a i l -

a b l e . T h e p r e s e n t S o v i e t b u r e a u c r a c y i s c o n s t i t u t e d i n s u c h a w a y 

a s t o w e e d o u t a n d s n u f f o u t i n d i v i d u a l t a l e n t ; i t i s n o l o n g e r a 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y i n w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l c o u r a g e a n d r e s o u r c e f u l -

n e s s m a k e f o r a d v a n c e m e n t . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e f u n d a m e n t a l i s t a l t e r n a t i v e s h o u l d n o t b e d i s -

m i s s e d o u t o f h a n d , e s p e c i a l l y i f i t b e c o m e s t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e 

t o p o l i t i c a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e p e t r i f a c t i o n o f t h e 

s y s t e m a s a w h o l e . P r o t r a c t e d i n t e r n a l d e c a y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e 

l e a d e r s h i p ' s i n a b i l i t y t o c o m e t o g r i p s w i t h c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s , 

c o n t i n u e d f a i l u r e t o c a t c h u p w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e s c i e n -

t i f i c c o m p e t i t i o n , a n d i n t e r n a l t h r e a t s t o n a t i o n a l u n i t y c o u l d i n a 

c o n t e x t o f i n c r e a s i n g i d e o l o g i c a l i n d i f f e r e n c e c o m b i n e w i t h a n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y t h r e a t t o s p a r k a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s p a s m 

f r o m a s e c t i o n o f t h e e l i t e . S u c h s p a s m s a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 

p o l i t i c a l f a i t h s i n t h e i r d e c l i n e . 

T h e a l t e r n a t i v e s o f f u n d a m e n t a l i s m o r o f d i s i n t e g r a t i o n c o u l d 

b e p r e c i p i t a t e d b y a S i n o - S o v i e t w a r . S u c h a w a r w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y 

i m p o s e m a j o r s t r a i n s o n t h e S o v i e t s y s t e m . E v e n i f w o n r a p i d l y 

b y t h e S o v i e t s i d e , i t w o u l d e n t a i l m a j o r e c o n o m i c c o s t s a n d c o u l d 

e v e n i n v o l v e l e n g t h y p o s t w a r c o u n t e r - g u e r r i l l a a c t i v i t i e s . A p r o -

t r a c t e d w a r w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e i t s e l f a d i r e c t d e f e a t f o r t h e S o v i e t 

r e g i m e , a n d i t i s a l m o s t c e r t a i n t h a t t h e r e g i m e w o u l d b e t o p p l e d 

f r o m p o w e r b y d i s s a t i s f i e d e l e m e n t s i n t h e r u l i n g c i r c l e s . W h a t -

e v e r i t s o u t c o m e , a w a r o f t h i s m a g n i t u d e w o u l d b e c e r t a i n t o 

t r i g g e r h i g h l y m i l i t a n t a n d v o l a t i l e f e e l i n g s w i t h i n t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n , c r e a t i n g p r e s s u r e s o n b e h a l f o f o n e - m a n r u l e o r s i m p l y 

p u l l i n g t h e r e g i m e a p a r t . 

G i v e n t h e c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s , o l i g a r c h i c 
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p e t r i f a c t i o n w o u l d b e t h e p r o b a b l e c o n s e q u e n c e o f c o n t i n u e d 

r u l e b y t h e p r e s e n t m a j o r i t y o f t h e a g i n g u p p e r p a r t y b u r e a u c r a c y 

( t h e a v e r a g e a g e o f C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s w a s o v e r s i x t y 

i n 1 9 6 9 , m a k i n g t h e m p r o b a b l y t h e o l d e s t p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s i n t h e 

w o r l d , e x c e p t f o r t h o s e o f t h e V a t i c a n a n d M a o a n d h i s a s s o -

c i a t e s ) , o f t h e o l d - t i m e a r m y m a r s h a l s ( s o m e o f w h o m h a v e m o r e 

p a r t y s e n i o r i t y t h a n t h e t o p p o l i t i c a l r u l e r s ) , a n d o f t h e p a r t y 

i d e o l o g u e s . T h i s c o a l i t i o n r e p r e s e n t s n o t o n l y t h e p o l i t i c a l b u t a l s o 

t h e t o p s o c i a l e l i t e o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , i n t h e s e n s e t h a t i t s p o w e r 

g i v e s i t p r e r o g a t i v e s e q u i v a l e n t t o t h o s e a s s o c i a t e d u n d e r c a p i t a l -

i s m w i t h w e a l t h : l u x u r y , c o n v e n i e n c e , a n d p r e s t i g e . L i k e a n y 

r u l i n g c l a s s , i t t e n d s t o b e c o m e c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d r e s i s t a n t t o 

c h a n g e s t h a t t h r e a t e n i t s p o s i t i o n . M o r e o v e r — a n d t h i s i s a v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n — t h e S o v i e t m i d d l e c l a s s i s h i g h l y b u -

r e a u c r a t i z e d a n d c o n s i s t s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o f s t a t e o f f i c i a l s w h o a r e 

r a t h e r c o n s e r v a t i v e i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l m o r e s a n d a r e o n l y 

o n e g e n e r a t i o n r e m o v e d f r o m t h e i r p r o l e t a r i a n o r p e a s a n t o r i g i n s . 

T h i s c l a s s d o e s n o t w a n t m a j o r p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e , t h o u g h i t d o e s 

d e s i r e m o r e m a t e r i a l g o o d s . I t p r o v i d e s t h e u n d e r p i n n i n g f o r t h e 

c o n s e r v a t i s m o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p . 

T h e u p p e r s t r a t u m o f t h e S o v i e t p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c 

e l i t e h a s , h o w e v e r , b e c o m e t o o b r o a d , t o o w e l l e d u c a t e d , a n d 

t o o n a t i o n a l i s t i c a l l y a m b i t i o u s t o b e s a t i s f i e d w i t h a p a t t e r n t h a t 

m e r e l y p r e s e r v e s t h e status quo. T h o u g h c o n c e r n e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y , i t i s a l s o a w a r e o f t h e d o m e s t i c a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l i m -

p e r a t i v e s f o r s o c i a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n . I n r e c e n t y e a r s 

t h i s s t r a t u m h a s g a i n e d i n c r e a s i n g a c c e s s t o t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s 

a n d t h u s p a r t i c i p a t e s i n f o r m a l l y i n a p r o c e s s o f g r o u p b a r g a i n i n g , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n p o l i c y a r e a s r e q u i r i n g e x p e r t i s e . T h e o r g a n o f t h e 

S o v i e t A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e s h a s n o t e d t h a t " i n r e c e n t t i m e s , t h e 

n u m b e r o f s c i e n t i s t s c a l l e d o n t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e w o r k o f t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t a l a p p a r a t u s , e v e n a t t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l s , h a s i n c r e a s e d . 

T h e y s h o u l d b e c a l l e d o n m o r e o f t e n t o o r g a n i z e p r o d u c t i o n a n d 

t o d i r e c t p l a n n i n g i n t h e e c o n o m i c s p h e r e . " 3 3 T h e i r i n n o v a t i v e 

i n f l u e n c e , a d d e d t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y w i d e s p r e a d p o l i t i c a l a p -
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p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n , t o n a t i o n a l 

f e e l i n g s o f r i v a l r y w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d t o t h e n a t i o n a l i s t 

a n d s e c u r i t y a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e y o u n g e r , m o r e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y o r i -

e n t e d m i l i t a r y l e a d e r s , i s a l r e a d y s t i m u l a t i n g p r e s s u r e s f o r a f u -

s i o n o f t h e first ( o l i g a r c h i c p e t r i f a c t i o n ) a n d t h i r d ( t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

a d a p t a t i o n ) v a r i a n t s , i n a n a t t e m p t t o c o n s t r u c t a n o v e l k i n d o f 

" t e c h n e t r o n i c c o m m u n i s m . " * 

T h e e x a m p l e o f U l b r i c h t ' s E a s t G e r m a n y m a y b e c o m e p a r t i c u -

l a r l y r e l e v a n t . T h o u g h i n R u m a n i a e x p l o r a t i o n s o f t h e s c i e n t i f i c 

r e v o l u t i o n ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e h a v e l e d s o m e c o m m u n i s t s t o s u g g e s t 

t h a t t h i s r e v o l u t i o n r e q u i r e s a n e w t h e o r e t i c a l f r a m e w o r k b a s e d 

o n t h e p r i n c i p l e o f u n i v e r s a l i t y , 3 4 U l b r i c h t h a s a t t e m p t e d t o c o m -

b i n e s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n w i t h s t r i c t a d h e r e n c e t o t h e L e n i n i s t -

S t a l i n i s t i d e o l o g i c a l t r a d i t i o n . P o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p h a s r e m a i n e d 

h i g h l y c e n t r a l i z e d , a n d i d e o l o g i c a l d i s s e n t h a s b e e n firmly s u p -

p r e s s e d . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , U l b r i c h t , p e r h a p s m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r 

c o m m u n i s t l e a d e r , h a s e m p h a s i z e d t h a t " t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 

t h e s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m , a b o v e a l l t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m i c 

s y s t e m a s a w h o l e , i s t o a g r o w i n g e x t e n t a m a t t e r o f s c i e n t i f i c 

l e a d e r s h i p . . . . W e o r i e n t o u r s e l v e s o n t h e c o n s c i o u s s c i e n t i f i c 

c o n t r o l o f c o m p l e x p r o c e s s e s a n d s y s t e m s b y t h e p e o p l e a n d f o r 

t h e p e o p l e . W e m a k e u s e o f c y b e r n e t i c s i n t h i s s e n s e . " 3 5 

D u r i n g t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e 1 9 6 0 s , E a s t G e r m a n l e a d e r s h i p 

m a d e a n i n t e n s e e f f o r t t o r a t i o n a l i z e e c o n o m i c m a n a g e m e n t i n 

o r d e r t o c o m b i n e l o w e r - l e v e l i n i t i a t i v e w i t h a n e f f e c t i v e s y s t e m 

o f c o n t r o l s a n d c o o r d i n a t i o n . T h e S e v e n t h P a r t y C o n g r e s s ( A p r i l 

9 This process would provide the political expression for the impressive 
growth in both the over-all number of specialists engaged in scientific activity 
and services (including those with specialized secondary education) and in 
the number of those members of the political elite who have had extensive 
backgrounds in technical and scientific fields. Between the years 1950 and 
1966 the former grew from 714,000 to 2,741,000 (Science Policy in the 
USSR, p. 679); George Fischer has gathered evidence showing that the lat-
ter are becoming the predominant group among the younger members of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU (The Soviet System and Modern Society, 
New York, 1968, especially pp. 125-34). Technical competence is as wide-
spread in the Soviet political elite as legal background is in its American 
counterpart. 
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1 9 6 7 ) s e t i t s e l f t h e t a s k o f d e v e l o p i n g a g e n e r a l c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e 

r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e v a r i o u s p a r t - s y s t e m s w i t h t h e e c o n o m i c 

s y s t e m a s a w h o l e ; m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r y , 

E a s t G e r m a n y u t i l i z e d c y b e r n e t i c s , o p e r a t i o n a l r e s e a r c h , a n d 

e l e c t r o n i c d a t a p r o c e s s i n g . T w o y e a r s l a t e r , a t t h e A p r i l 1 9 6 9 

C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e P l e n u m , P o l i t b u r o m e m b e r K u r t H a g e r 

p r o u d l y r e p o r t e d — a n d h e r e p e a t e d l y u s e d t h i s f o r m u l a — t h a t 

E a s t G e r m a n y w a s n o t o n l y i d e o l o g i c a l l y s o u n d b u t " c o r r e c t l y p r o -

g r a m m e d . " 

I n l i n e w i t h t h i s " c o r r e c t p r o g r a m m i n g , " t h e p a r t y h a s e m -

p h a s i z e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f e x p e r t i s e a m o n g i t s m e m b e r s , 3 6 a n d 

t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m h a s b e e n r e f o r m e d i n o r d e r t o l i n k s c i e n c e 

c l o s e l y w i t h i n d u s t r y . * B y t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , E a s t G e r m a n y h a d 

t r a n s f o r m e d i t s e l f f r o m o n e o f t h e m o s t w a r - r a v a g e d s o c i e t i e s 

i n t o t h e m o s t e c o n o m i c a l l y a n d i d e o l o g i c a l l y a d v a n c e d s c i e n c e -

o r i e n t e d c o m m u n i s t s t a t e . A f t e r a fifty-year l a p s e , t h e c o m b i n a -

t i o n o f P r u s s i a n d i s c i p l i n e , G e r m a n s c i e n t i f i c e f f i c i e n c y , a n d 

L e n i n i s t - S t a l i n i s t i d e o l o g y h a s t h u s a g a i n m a d e G e r m a n c o m -

m u n i s m a m o d e l f o r i t s e a s t e r n n e i g h b o r s . 

0 Under these reforms universities and polytechnical schools have been 
transformed into new "science combines" directly linked with industrial en-
terprises. For example, the Technical University of Dresden works jointly 
with the nearby Radeberg computer factory, and other institutions of learn-
ing have been similarly linked with the basic industrial efforts of their cities 
or regions. In this reform a major effort was made to obtain student par-
ticipation, and students are said to have made a number of constructive 
proposals along the above lines. 

At the same time, Marxist-Leninist indoctrination has continued to be 
assigned high priority in the educational process, but stress has been placed 
on the necessity to combine it with scientific social forecasting: "It is neces-
sary to impart to the leadership personnel of the socialist state a complex 
knowledge which enables them to carry out the party resolutions with a 
high degree of quality; this must be done on the basis of the social long-
range forecast, in teamwork with the Socialist Economic Management In-
stitute, the Social Sciences Institute, the 'Karl Marx' Party College, and 
other institutions" (a speech by Erich Honecker, member of the Politburo 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the German Socialist Unity Party, 
April 29, 1969). Honecker's speech was remarkable for its emphasis on the 
technetronic features of a modern society and for its relative neglect of the 
ideological question. 
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I n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , h o w e v e r , o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w i l l i n a l l 

l i k e l i h o o d i m p e d e t h e p a c e o f a s i m i l a r " t e c h n o l o g i z a t i o n " o f t h e 

S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . F o r o n e t h i n g , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s a 

m u c h b i g g e r c o u n t r y , i s m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o i n t e g r a t e , a n d h a s m a n y 

m o r e a r e a s o f s o c i o - e c o n o m i c b a c k w a r d n e s s t o o v e r c o m e . I n a d -

d i t i o n , o v e r t h e l a s t fifty y e a r s t h e r u l i n g p a r t y h a s d e v e l o p e d 

i t s o w n t r a d i t i o n s a n d i d e o l o g i c a l s t y l e , a n d t h o u g h i t f a v o r s t h e 

a c q u i s i t i o n o f t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s b y i t s o f f i c i a l s , i t i s l i k e l y t o c o n -

t i n u e t o r e s i s t t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a n e s s e n t i a l l y t e c h n i c a l o r i e n t a -

t i o n a m o n g i t s m e m b e r s , s i n c e t h a t w o u l d d i l u t e t h e i m p o r t a n c e 

a t t a c h e d t o i d e o l o g y . 3 7 M o r e o v e r , p e r h a p s i n t e n s i f i e d i n t h e y e a r s 

t o c o m e b y t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s p u t e , t h e r o l e o f t h e s e c u r i t y f a c t o r 

i n p o l i c y m a k i n g a n d o f t h e m i l i t a r y i n t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s m i g h t 

t e n d t o i n c r e a s e . I n d e e d , i f t h e s e c u r i t y p r o b l e m b e c o m e s m o r e 

u r g e n t a n d S o v i e t l e a d e r s h i p r e m a i n s c o l l e c t i v e , i t w i l l b e c o m e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o d e n y t h e m i l i t a r y d i r e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

t h e p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s . I n t h a t c a s e , t h e f u s i o n o f 

t h e first a n d t h e t h i r d v a r i a n t s ( s t r i v i n g t o c o m b i n e i d e o l o g i c a l 

r i g i d i t y w i t h t e c h n o l o g i c a l e x p e r t i s e ) w o u l d a l s o i n v o l v e t h e 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n d u r i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 s o f t h e p r e s e n t c o m m u n i s t p a r t y 

d i c t a t o r s h i p i n t o a c o m m u n i s t p r a e t o r i a n o l i g a r c h y . * 

The Problem of Vitality 

T h e q u e s t i o n t h e n i s : W i l l s u c h a p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t f a c i l i -

t a t e t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l d i l e m m a s c o n -

f r o n t i n g t h e S o v i e t U n i o n ? T h e a n s w e r t o t h i s q u e s t i o n i s b o u n d 

t o b e e v e n m o r e s p e c u l a t i v e t h a n t h e p r o g n o s i s i t s e l f . O n t h e 

w h o l e , i t w o u l d a p p e a r d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r a n a t t e m p t t o c o m -

b i n e i d e o l o g i c a l o r t h o d o x y w i t h t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n , p e r -

* This view is held also by some Yugoslav observers. Thus, V. Stanovcic, 
writing in the Yugoslav Central Committee weekly Komunist (September 
26, 1968), has argued that the present Soviet system has proven itself unable 
to liberalize gradually and that as a consequence it will very likely "logically 
develop into a Bonapartist form of rule, with managerial-militarist groups 
assuming the role of nne prescribers' and 'organizers' or society." 



The Soviet Future { 173 

h a p s b u t t r e s s e d b y i n c r e a s i n g r e l i a n c e o n n a t i o n a l i s m a n d t h e 

m i l i t a r y , w i l l c r e a t e a s e t t i n g p r o p i t i o u s t o i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d s c i e n -

t i f i c c r e a t i v i t y . S u c h a n a t t e m p t i s m o r e l i k e l y t o p r o d u c e i n t e r n a l 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , w i t h t h e i d e o l o g u e s a n d t h e t e c h n o c r a t s o f t e n 

p u l l i n g i n o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n s . T h i s w i l l b e e s p e c i a l l y t r u e a s 

c o n c e r n s t h e c o m p l e x i s s u e o f e c o n o m i c d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n , i n c r e a s -

i n g l y r e c o g n i z e d a s n e c e s s a r y f o r e c o n o m i c r e a s o n s , b u t n e v e r t h e -

l e s s f e a r e d f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s . T h e r e s u l t w i l l b e e i t h e r t e m p o -

r a r y c o m p r o m i s e s ( s u c h a s h a v e b e e n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f B r e z h n e v ) 

o r d r a s t i c p o l i c y s h i f t s f r o m o n e e m p h a s i s t o t h e o t h e r . T h e c o n -

s e q u e n t t e n s i o n w i l l w i d e n t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m 

a n d s o c i e t y ; t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w i l l a p p e a r u n r e s p o n s i v e t o 

i n t e r n a l d i l e m m a s , a n d i n c r e a s i n g s o c i a l p r e s s u r e w i l l b e g e n e r -

a t e d f o r a m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l r e a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 

r e l e v a n c e o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 

S o v i e t s t a t e . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , i t m a y b e e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e 1 9 7 0 s w i l l w i t n e s s 

t h e s p r e a d t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n o f c o n v u l s i o n s s i m i l a r t o t h o s e 

t h a t S p a i n , Y u g o s l a v i a , M e x i c o , a n d P o l a n d b e g a n t o u n d e r g o 

i n t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s . T h e S o v i e t s t u d e n t p o p u l a t i o n w i l l h a v e d o u b l e d 

d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s ( i t i n c r e a s e d b y s e v e n t y - s e v e n p e r c e n t b e -

t w e e n 1 9 5 8 a n d 1 9 6 5 ) , a n d i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

w i l l a l t o g e t h e r a v o i d s t u d e n t u n r e s t . T h e l a t e 1 9 7 0 s w i l l p r o b a b l y 

s e e t h e s e x u a l r e v o l u t i o n s p r e a d t o t h e m o r e u r b a n S o v i e t c e n t e r s , 

a n d t h e p a r t y i d e o l o g u e s w i l l n o t find i t e a s y t o a c c o m m o d a t e 

w i t h i n t h e p r e v a i l i n g o f f i c i a l m o r e s . T h e s e f a c t o r s c o u l d c r e a t e a 

b r o a d e r s o c i a l b a s i s f o r t h e c u r r e n t l y i s o l a t e d i d e o l o g i c a l d i s -

s e n t e r s a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e l i k e l y g r o w t h i n t h e s e l f - a s s e r t i v e -

n e s s o f t h e n o n - R u s s i a n i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , m a k e f o r m o r e v i s i b l e 

s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l t e n s i o n s . G i v e n t h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n S o v i e t s e t -

t i n g , a r e d flag s p o n t a n e o u s l y flown b y M o s c o w s t u d e n t s o v e r 

t h e i r u n i v e r s i t y w i l l h a v e m u c h g r a v e r p o l i t i c a l s y m b o l i s m t h a n 

t h e s a m e flag fluttering o v e r C o l u m b i a o r t h e S o r b o n n e . 

B u t i t w i l l n o t b e u n t i l t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 s t h a t t h e first f u l l y p o s t -

S t a l i n p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p w i l l e n t e r t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . A n a s p i r -
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i n g f o r t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d l e a d e r i n 1 9 8 0 w i l l h a v e b e e n o n l y e i g h t e e n 

a t t h e t i m e o f S t a l i n ' s d e a t h a n d t w e n t y - o n e w h e n d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n 

a c t u a l l y b e g a n i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h o u g h h i s g e n e r a t i o n w i l l 

p r o b a b l y find i t s a c c e s s t o p o w e r b l o c k e d b y p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s 

t e n o r e v e n t w e n t y y e a r s o l d e r ( t h e P o l y a n s k i s , S h e l e p i n s , 

S e m i c h a s t n y s , T o l s t i k o v s o f t o d a y ) , i t w i l l p r e s s f o r i n f l u e n c e 

f r o m t h e e c h e l o n s i m m e d i a t e l y b e l o w t h a t o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m -

m i t t e e . G i v e n t h e m o r e v o l a t i l e d o m e s t i c a n d g l o b a l s e t t i n g i n 

w h i c h i t w i l l h a v e m a t u r e d , g i v e n i t s h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , g i v e n 

t h e p r o b a b l y m o r e flexible c h a r a c t e r o f t h e a d j o i n i n g E a s t e r n 

E u r o p e a n s t a t e s , i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e e m e r g i n g p o l i t i c a l 

e l i t e w i l l b e l e s s c o m m i t t e d t o t h e n o t i o n t h a t s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

r e q u i r e s i n t e n s e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l p o w e r . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , e v e n t h e n e v o l u t i o n i n t o a p l u r a l i s t s y s t e m i s 

l i k e l y t o b e r e s i s t e d b y t h e e n t r e n c h e d p o l i t i c a l o l i g a r c h y . T h e 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m w i l l a t s o m e p o i n t r e q u i r e a 

d e l i b e r a t e d e c i s i o n t o o p e n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n t o c o m p e t i t i v e 

i d e a s , t o l e t e a c h S o v i e t c i t i z e n r e a d w h a t h e w a n t s , t o r e d u c e 

t h e l e v e l o f t h e p a r t y ' s i d e o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l , t o d e c e n t r a l i z e d e c i -

s i o n - m a k i n g a n d t h u s t o s h a r e p o w e r w i t h s o c i e t y : i n e f f e c t , a 

m a j o r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m a s a w h o l e . U n i n t e n d e d c o n s e -

q u e n c e s o f e c o n o m i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d j u s t m e n t s w i l l n o t s u f f i c e 

t o b r i n g a b o u t s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e . A s i n Y u g o s l a v i a o r 

p r e - 1 9 6 8 C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , a t s o m e p o i n t t h e p o l i t i c a l e l i t e m u s t 

d e c i d e t o e m b a r k o n d e l i b e r a t e p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m s . 

T h u s , b a r r i n g a n u p h e a v a l r e s u l t i n g f r o m i n t e r n a l p a r a l y s i s — 

a n d d r a m a t i c a l l y b r i n g i n g a b o u t e i t h e r s o c i a l d e m o c r a c y o r , 

m o r e l i k e l y , a r e v i v a l i s t d i c t a t o r c a p a b l e o f c o n t r o l l i n g i n t e r n a l 

d i s s e n t — t h e m o r e p r o b a b l e p a t t e r n f o r t h e 1 9 8 0 s i s a m a r g i n a l 

s h i f t t o w a r d t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e s e c o n d ( p l u r a l i s t e v o l u t i o n ) 

a n d t h i r d ( t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d a p t a t i o n ) v a r i a n t s : l i m i t e d e c o n o m i c -

p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m a n d i n t e n s e e m p h a s i s o n t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o m -

p e t e n c e , w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a s t i l l a u t h o r i t a r i a n g o v e r n m e n t 

r e p r e s e n t i n g a c o a l i t i o n o f t h e u p p e r e c h e l o n s o f t h e p r i n c i p a l 

i n t e r e s t g r o u p s . T h i s c o u l d b e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e r e t u r n t o t h e 
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Western Marxist tradition, but only a slow and cautious beginning 
at best.* 

I t w o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e r a s h t o e x p e c t i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e a f u n -

d a m e n t a l r e v i s i o n o f t h e S o v i e t a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e w o r l d . T h e r e 

w i l l b e c h a n g e , b u t i t w i l l b e s l o w . M o r e o v e r , t h e e l e m e n t o f 

r i v a l r y w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , r e f l e c t i n g t h e v e s t i g i a l l e g a c y o f 

i d e o l o g y a n d r e i n f o r c e d b y m i d d l e - c l a s s - u r b a n n a t i o n a l i s m , i s 

l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e t o b e d o m i n a n t , e v e n i f t e m p e r e d b y g r o w i n g 

S o v i e t r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t i n c r e a s e d U n i t e d S t a t e s - S o v i e t c o l l a b o r a -

t i o n i s d i c t a t e d b y t h e b a s i c i m p e r a t i v e s o f h u m a n s u r v i v a l . T h e 

S i n o - S o v i e t c o n f l i c t m a y a l s o h a v e a d o u b l e a n d c o n t r a d i c t o r y 

e f f e c t : w h i l e i n t e n s i f y i n g t h e S o v i e t d e s i r e f o r a s e c u r e a n d p e a c e -

f u l w e s t e r n flank, i t i s l i k e l y t o h e i g h t e n S o v i e t s e c u r i t y c o n c e r n s , 

a n d t h u s s t r e n g t h e n t h e d o m e s t i c p o s i t i o n o f t h e m o r e c o n s e r v a -

t i v e a n d n a t i o n a l i s t e l e m e n t s . 

T h i s c o m b i n a t i o n o f e r o d i n g i d e o l o g y a n d i n t e n s i f y i n g n a -

t i o n a l i s m m a k e s i t u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w i l l s o o n b e -

c o m e i n v o l v e d e i t h e r i n m i l i t a n t l y a d v a n c i n g t h e c a u s e o f w o r l d 

r e v o l u t i o n o r i n a c t i v e l y p r o m o t i n g a p o l i c y o f g l o b a l c o o p e r a -

t i o n . A m o r e l i k e l y r e s u l t i s a n a m b i g u o u s p a t t e r n d e t e r m i n e d b y 

s h o r t - r a n g e e x p e d i e n c y r a t h e r t h a n b y a b r o a d , l o n g - r a n g e p e r -

s p e c t i v e . I n t h a t c o n t e x t , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

* It might be relevant at this juncture to put to rest the popular analogy 
frequently made between the evolution of the French Revolution into a 
bourgeois democracy and the allegedly similar political consequences of the 
embourgeoisement of Soviet society. The analogy overlooks several salient 
differences between these revolutions. The French Revolution took place in 
a setting shaped by a rationalist, idealistic intellectual tradition and ineffec-
tive absolutism. The Russian Revolution was preceded by increasing intel-
lectual fanaticism and utopianism, reacting to the absolutist and autocratic 
political setting. The French Revolution was effected by an idealistic and 
highly disorganized professional middle class; the Bolshevik Revolution by 
a highly professional, ideological, and disciplined party. The French revolu-
tionaries did not have the time during their relatively short stay in power to 
reorganize French society fundamentally; the Bolsheviks, particularly under 
Stalin, ripped apart and rewove the entire social fabric, while effecting a 
far-reaching industrial and urban revolution. The French middle class was 
an innovative and intellectually restless class; the new Soviet middle class is 
Victorian, conservative, and orthodox. Last but not least, the legatee of the 
French Revolution, Napoleon, was defeated; Stalin was victorious. 
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d o e s n o t a p p e a r l i k e l y t o e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e a d o m e s t i c 

p h a s e o f o p e n i n t e l l e c t u a l c r e a t i v i t y a n d e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n , i t s 

a t t r a c t i v e n e s s a s t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c m o d e l f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

c o m m u n i s m , o n e c a p a b l e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l l y a n d m o r a l l y c a p t i v a t -

i n g t h e i m a g i n a t i o n o f m a n k i n d , w i l l p r o b a b l y c o n t i n u e t o d e -

c l i n e . 

I n o u r a g e a u n i v e r s a l i d e o l o g i c a l m o v e m e n t c a n o n l y b e a 

p l u r a l i s t o n e . A n d i f i t i s t o b e p l u r a l i s t — t h a t i s , r e s p o n s i v e t o 

r a p i d l y c h a n g i n g , d i f f e r e n t i a t e d g l o b a l c o n d i t i o n s a n d t h e r e s u l t -

i n g v o l a t i l e i n t e l l e c t u a l m o o d — i t s i d e o l o g i c a l c o n t e n t m u s t b e 

h i g h l y g e n e r a l i z e d , m o r e e t h i c a l t h a n p r a c t i c a l , a n d m o r e h u m a n -

i s t i c t h a n n a t i o n a l i s t i c . I n e f f e c t , a n e c u m e n i c a l c o m m u n i s m w o u l d 

h a v e t o b e a d e l i b e r a t e l y p l u r a l i s t c o m m u n i s m . A n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p l u r a l i s t c o m m u n i s m w o u l d i n t u r n i n e v i t a b l y g e n e r a t e p r e s s u r e s 

f o r i n t e r n a l l y p l u r a l i s t c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s . 

P l u r a l i s t c o m m u n i s m d o e s n o t e x i s t a n d i s u n l i k e l y t o a p p e a r . 

C o m m u n i s t u n i v e r s a l i s m h a s f a l l e n v i c t i m t o c o m m u n i s t d o g -

m a t i s m . T h a t d o g m a t i s m w a s c o m p a t i b l e w i t h u n i v e r s a l i s m o n l y 

a s l o n g a s c o m m u n i s m w a s a n a b s t r a c t a t t e m p t t o d e f i n e g l o b a l 

c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e e a r l y s t a g e s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d f o u n d i t s 

p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n i n d i s p a r a t e g r o u p s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s s e e k i n g 

p o w e r . O n c e t h e s e i n t e l l e c t u a l s h a d s e i z e d p o w e r i n d i f f e r e n t 

s t a t e s , d o g m a t i s m b e g a n t o m e r g e w i t h t h e n a t u r a l p r o p e n s i t y 

o f t h e n e w r u l e r s t o s e e t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h t h e p r i s m o f t h e i r 

o w n n a t i o n a l p o w r i n t e r e s t s . D o g m a t i s m , n o l o n g e r o p e r a t i n g 

4. Sectarian Communism 
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o n t h e l e v e l o f u n i v e r s a l a b s t r a c t i o n b u t o n t h a t o f n a t i o n a l p r a c -

t i c e , f a c i l i t a t e d t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f c o m m u n i s m i n t o s e c t a r i -

a n i s m — w i t h e a c h s e c t i n s i s t i n g t h a t i t s p e r s p e c t i v e w a s t h e 

t r u l y u n i v e r s a l o n e a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g internal p a r t y d i s c i p l i n e o n 

t h a t b a s i s . 

T h e S o v i e t U n i o n l e d i n t r a n s f o r m i n g u n i v e r s a l c o m m u n i s m 

i n t o s e c t a r i a n c o m m u n i s m , b u t t h e p r o c e s s d e v e l o p e d n a t u r a l l y 

a m o n g a l l c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s i n p o w e r a n d e v e n a m o n g t h e 

m o r e e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s o u t o f p o w e r . A s a r e s u l t 

o f c o n f l i c t i n g c l a i m s , m u t u a l e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , o c c a s i o n a l 

p a t c h e d - u p c o m p r o m i s e s , a n d a c t i v e a n d l a t e n t c o n f l i c t s , c o n -

t e m p o r a r y c o m m u n i s m f o r m s a m o s a i c a l m o s t a s v a r i e d a s t h e 

n a t i o n s o f m a n k i n d . 3 8 F a r f r o m h e l p i n g t o e n d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e g l o b e , s e c t a r i a n c o m m u n i s m i n t e n s i f i e s i t . 

Phases 

F o u r b r o a d p h a s e s c a n b e d i s c e r n e d i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f c o m -

m u n i s m a s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t s i n c e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e 

first c o m m u n i s t s t a t e i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h e first p h a s e , c o r -

r e s p o n d i n g r o u g h l y t o t h e 1 9 2 0 s a n d t h e 1 9 3 0 s — b u t p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t o t h e 1 9 3 0 s , w h i c h w i t n e s s e d t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f 

S o v i e t s o c i e t y — c a n b e c a l l e d t h a t o f transplantation. A n e s s e n -

t i a l l y W e s t e r n d o c t r i n e , r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s o f 

W e s t e r n c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , w a s t r a n s p l a n t e d t o t h e R u s -

s i a n s e t t i n g a n d r e d e f i n e d t o m e e t t h e p o l i t i c a l n e e d s o f t h a t 

s e t t i n g . T h i s i n v o l v e d d o m e s t i c a t i n g a n d d o g m a t i z i n g t h e i m -

p o r t e d a n d r e a d a p t e d i d e o l o g y . 

D o m e s t i c a t i o n m e a n t t h a t f o r m u l a t i o n s d e r i v e d f r o m s p e c i f i c 

R u s s i a n c o n d i t i o n s , a s d e f i n e d first b y L e n i n a n d e v e n m o r e s o 

b y S t a l i n , i n c r e a s i n g l y p e r m e a t e d t h e d o c t r i n e ; a s a r e s u l t , p u r e l y 

p a r o c h i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w e r e d o g m a t i c a l l y u n i v e r s a l i z e d . D o g -

m a t i z a t i o n w a s l a r g e l y t h e c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e p r i m i t i v e , a u t o -

c r a t i c s e t t i n g i n t o w h i c h M a r x i s m w a s t r a n s p l a n t e d , 3 9 o f t h e 

a r b i t r a r y p e r s o n a l t r a i t s o f t h e t o p i d e o l o g u e s , a n d o f t h e p o w e r 
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n e e d s o f t h e n e w c o m m u n i s t e l i t e t h a t f o u n d i t s e l f w i t h o u t 

w h a t M a r x s a w a s t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r s o c i a l i s t r u l e — t h e s o l i d 

p r o l e t a r i a n b a s e t h a t c a p i t a l i s t d e v e l o p m e n t h a d c r e a t e d i n t h e 

W e s t . 

T h e s e c o n d p h a s e , t h e a c t i v e universalization o f t h e S o v i e t 

s p e c i f i c , c o r r e s p o n d e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y t o t h e 1 9 3 0 s a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e 1 9 4 0 s . I t s a w t h e S t a l i n i z a t i o n o f f o r e i g n c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s , 

t h e f o r c i b l e e x p o r t o f t h e S o v i e t v e r s i o n o f c o m m u n i s m t o E a s t -

e r n E u r o p e , a n d t h e s p o n t a n e o u s e x p a n s i o n o f t h e m o r e o r i e n t a l 

L e n i n i s t a d a p t a t i o n o f M a r x i s m t o C h i n a , K o r e a , a n d V i e t n a m . 

C e n t r a l i z e d b y M o s c o w , i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m i m i t a t e d t h e 

S o v i e t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h o u t t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n c o n d i t i o n s 

p r e v a i l i n g w i t h i n t h e d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n s . I n d e e d , S o v i e t i n s i s t e n c e 

o n a c o m m o n m o l d b e c a m e m o r e i n t e n s e p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e a 

m a j o r g a p e x i s t e d b e t w e e n i d e o l o g y a n d l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

T h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s c o u l d n o t l o n g e n d u r e , a n d n a t i o n a l c o m -

m u n i s t l e a d e r s h i p g r o u p s c a m e u n d e r g r o w i n g d o m e s t i c p r e s -

s u r e s f o r a d j u s t m e n t s ; i n t i m e t h e n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s t h e m s e l v e s 

b e g a n t o s e e a d i v e r g e n c e b e t w e e n t h e i r o w n n e e d s a n d i n t e r e s t s 

a n d S o v i e t p r e s c r i p t i o n s a n d d e m a n d s . T h e r e s u l t w a s t h e t h i r d 

p h a s e , t h e particularization o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m d u r i n g 

t h e 1 9 5 0 s . I t s a w , first o f a l l , t h e c o m p l e t e s e l f - a s s e r t i o n o f t h e 

Y u g o s l a v l e a d e r s h i p ( i n l a r g e m e a s u r e b e c a u s e i t h a d c o m e t o 

p o w e r t h r o u g h i t s o w n e f f o r t s ) , t h e p a r t i a l s e l f - a s s e r t i o n o f t h e 

P o l i s h l e a d e r s h i p , t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f s u c h s e l f - a s s e r t i o n b y t h e 

R u m a n i a n s , a n d , m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f a l l , t h e i n c r e a s i n g i n c l i n a t i o n 

o f t h e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s h i p b o t h t o p r a c t i c e i t s o w n v e r s i o n o f 

c o m m u n i s m a n d t o g e n e r a l i z e t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d r e l e v a n c e o f 

i t s e x p e r i e n c e f o r o t h e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s . 

T h e 1 9 6 0 s a c c o r d i n g l y w i t n e s s e d a n e w s t a g e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m . I t w a s d o m i n a t e d b y o p e n t e n s i o n b e -

t w e e n t h e p r o c e s s b y w h i c h d o c t r i n e w a s r e l a t i v i z e d a n d t h e 

p r o c e s s b y w h i c h s p e c i f i c p o i n t s o f v i e w w e r e m a d e a b s o l u t e . 

F o r t h e s a k e o f u n i t y , S o v i e t l e a d e r s h i p s e e m e d a t first w i l l i n g t o 

t o l e r a t e i n c r e a s i n g d i v e r s i t y ; i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 s i t f o r m a l l y a b a n -
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d o n e d b o t h i t s c l a i m t o l e a d e r s h i p a n d i t s i n s i s t e n c e o n t h e n e e d 

f o r a c o m m o n g e n e r a l l i n e . 4 0 A s h i f t i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n , 

h o w e v e r , t o o k p l a c e i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e d e c a d e ; i t w a s 

p e r h a p s g e n e r a t e d b y t h e f e a r t h a t r e l a t i v i z a t i o n w a s t h e first 

s t a g e i n t h e e r o s i o n o f t h e i d e o l o g y , a n d t h a t t h e r e s u l t i n g e c u -

m e n i c a l u n i t y w o u l d b e d e v o i d o f a n y p o l i t i c a l s u b s t a n c e . C z e c h -

o s l o v a k p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 1 9 6 8 a n d t h e p e r s i s t e n t C h i n e s e 

c h a l l e n g e w e r e i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e c a t a l y s t s t h a t p r e c i p i t a t e d 

t h e S o v i e t l e a d e r s ' t u r n t o w a r d s e c t a r i a n i s m : t h e r e a s s e r t i o n o f t h e 

a b s o l u t e u n i v e r s a l i t y o f c e r t a i n c o m m o n l a w s , l a r g e l y a s d e f i n e d 

b y t h e S o v i e t l e a d e r s t h e m s e l v e s . T h e i n e s c a p a b l e p r i c e t h a t h a d 

t o b e p a i d w a s t h a t t h o s e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s t h a t c o u l d a s s e r t 

t h e i r o w n d i v e r g e n t p o s i t i o n w o u l d d o s o — a n d w o u l d h a v e t o 

d o s o i n t h e c o n t e x t o f m u t u a l i d e o l o g i c a l d e n u n c i a t i o n s . P a r t i c u -

l a r i s m , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g a s t a g e t o w a r d e c u m e n i s m , w a s t h u s 

t r a n s l a t e d d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s i n t o t h e f o u r t h a n d c u r r e n t p h a s e , 

sectarianism. 
C o m m u n i s t u n i t y a s o f t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s i s t h u s d e v o i d o f a n y 

s u b s t a n t i v e m e a n i n g . * W e s t e r n c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s f o r t i f y t h e i r 

a p p e a l s f o r p o p u l a r s u p p o r t b y i n c r e a s i n g l y d e n y i n g t h a t t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n o f f e r s a r e l e v a n t m o d e l . I n d e e d , t h e I t a l i a n a n d 

F r e n c h c o m m u n i s t l e a d e r s h a v e c o m e t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e i r p a r t i e s 

w i l l s u c c e e d o n l y t o t h e d e g r e e t h a t t h e y s u c c e s s f u l l y c o n v i n c e 

t h e v o t e r s t h a t a F r e n c h o r a n I t a l i a n c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t 

w o u l d b e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e S o v i e t m o d e l . D e s p i t e p e r s i s t i n g 

S o v i e t p r e s s u r e s , t h e r u l i n g E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s 

c o n t i n u e t o m a k e q u i e t a d j u s t m e n t s t o d o m e s t i c n e c e s s i t i e s , a n d 

i n s o d o i n g t h e y i n c r e a s i n g l y d i v e r g e f r o m t h e S o v i e t m o d e l . T h e 

C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y n o t o n l y p r a c t i c e s i t s o w n b r a n d o f 

* Failure to perceive this reality still prompts some Western conservative 
scholars to speak of "the foreign policy of communism," and to be critical 
of the view that communist ideology is no longer capable of mobilizing uni-
fied global support. See Hans Morgenthau, A New Foreign Policy for the 
United States, New York, 1969, p. 32. Presumably for the same reason, Pro-
fessor Morgenthau argued in 1965 that the Vietnam war would bring the 
Soviets and the Chinese together. 
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c o m m u n i s m b u t e x p l i c i t l y d e n i e s t h a t t h e S o v i e t p a r t y i s a c o m -

m u n i s t p a r t y — i n d e e d , i t c h a r g e s t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n i s i n t h e 

p r o c e s s o f r e s t o r i n g c a p i t a l i s m . 

T h e S o v i e t d e c i s i o n i n 1 9 6 8 t o s n u f f o u t C z e c h o s l o v a k d e m o c -

r a t i z a t i o n w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y f a t e f u l f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m 

H a d t h e S o v i e t l e a d e r s p e r m i t t e d t h e l i b e r a l i z a t i o n o f t h e e s s e n -

t i a l l y S t a l i n i s t m o d e l o f t h e C z e c h o s l o v a k c o m m u n i s t s t a t e , a 

m a j o r a n d v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t s t e p i n t h e d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n o f E u r o -

p e a n c o m m u n i s m w o u l d h a v e b e e n t a k e n . T h e d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n o f 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a w o u l d h a v e s i g n i f i c a n t l y a f f e c t e d t h e o t h e r c o m -

m u n i s t s t a t e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , e v e n t u a l l y g e n e r a t i n g 

s i m i l a r t e n d e n c i e s w i t h i n t h e m . T h i s w a s t h e p r i m a r y r e a s o n f o r 

t h e S o v i e t d e c i s i o n t o i n t e r v e n e i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . R o g e r G a r a u d y , 

a m e m b e r o f t h e P o l i t b u r o o f t h e F r e n c h C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a t t h e 

t i m e , w a s c o r r e c t i n s t a t i n g t h a t t h e S o v i e t l e a d e r s i n s t i n c t i v e l y 

f e a r e d t h e d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e 

t h e y h a v e b e e n s o c o m m i t t e d t o t h e S t a l i n i s t m o d e l o f s o c i a l i s m 

t h a t a n y a t t e m p t t o a d j u s t s o c i a l i s m t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f m o r e a d -

v a n c e d s o c i e t i e s h a s c o m e t o b e v i e w e d a s a m e n a c e t o s o c i a l i s m 

i t s e l f . D e m o c r a t i z a t i o n w e n t a g a i n s t t h e g r a i n o f t h e i r e n t i r e t r a i n -

i n g a n d o u t l o o k ; t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a w a s t h e r e f o r e 

n o t a n e r r o r b u t a l o g i c a l c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e S t a l i n i s t s y s t e m . 4 1 

T h e s p e c t a c l e o f a d e m o c r a t i c C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , r u l e d b y a c o m -

m u n i s t p a r t y t o l e r a n t o f i n d i v i d u a l f r e e d o m ( f r e e t r a v e l , s p e e c h , 

p r e s s ) , w o u l d h a v e h a d a n e n o r m o u s i m p a c t o n W e s t e r n c o m -

m u n i s t p a r t i e s . I t w o u l d h a v e e n c o u r a g e d t h e s e p a r t i e s t o e f f e c t 

t h e i r o w n i n t e r n a l d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n m o r e r a p i d l y , a n d i t w o u l d 

h a v e m a d e t h e m m o r e a p p e a l i n g t o t h e i r n a t i o n a l e l e c t o r a t e s . T h i s 

w o u l d h a v e m e a n t a m a j o r t u r n i n g p o i n t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f c o m -

m u n i s m i t s e l f . I t w o u l d h a v e c r e a t e d i n t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t 

a d e m o c r a t i z i n g c o m m u n i s m p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h h u m a n i s t i c a l l y h a r -

n e s s i n g t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c c h a l l e n g e ; i t w o u l d h a v e l e d t o a m i l i t a n t , 

m o r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o m m u n i s m , v i o l e n t l y r e a c t i n g a g a i n s t t h e 

b a c k w a r d n e s s a n d s o c i a l i n a d e q u a c y o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g 

i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d . U n w i l l i n g n e s s t o t o l e r a t e C z e c h o s l o v a k i a h a s 

t h u s m e a n t n o t o n l y t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w i l l f o r s o m e t i m e 
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p e r s i s t i n a c o n g e a l e d , h i g h l y b u r e a u c r a t i z e d m o l d , b u t t h a t t h e r e 

w i l l b e m a n y s e c t a r i a n c o m m u n i s m s , e a c h c l a i m i n g t h a t i t e x -

p r e s s e s a u n i v e r s a l l y v a l i d m e s s a g e . 0 

Assimilated Communisms 

T h e 1 9 7 0 s a n d t h e 1 9 8 0 s a r e h e n c e l i k e l y t o s e e i n c r e a s i n g l y 

d i v e r s i f i e d c o m m u n i s m s m e r g i n g w i t h s p e c i f i c l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s 

w h i l e f a d i n g a s p a r t o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t a n d a u n i v e r s a l 

i d e o l o g y . I n E a s t e r n E u r o p e t h i s m i g h t m e a n t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 

s o m e r e g i m e s t h a t w o u l d m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e l y q u a l i f y f o r t h e l a b e l 

" s o c i a l f a s c i s t " t h a n c o m m u n i s t ; t h a t i s , r u l i n g p a r t i e s t h a t r e -

i n f o r c e t h e i r o w n d o g m a t i s m b y f o r c i n g f r o m t h e i r r a n k s t h o s e 

w h o i n a n y w a y t e n d t o d e v i a t e f r o m t h e n o r m . I n t e n s e l y n a -

t i o n a l i s t i c , t h e m i d d l e a n d u p p e r e c h e l o n s o f t h e i r e l i t e w o u l d b e 

c o m p o s e d o f s o c i a l l y a n d p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e first-generation 

m i d d l e - c l a s s o f f i c i a l s w h o h a v e v a g u e l y i n t e r n a l i z e d t h e o f f i c i a l 

i d e o l o g y — e s p e c i a l l y t h e b e l i e f i n t h e p a r a m o u n t c y o f t h e s t a t e — 

r u l i n g i n a n a l l i a n c e w i t h a n i d e o l o g i c a l l y n e u t r a l , t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y 

e x p e r t c l a s s d i s d a i n f u l o f t h e m o r e " o l d - f a s h i o n e d " i n t e l l e c t u a l 

h u m a n i s t s , a n d s u p p o r t e d b y t h e m i l i t a r y . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e S o v i e t 

* Soviet spokesmen have occasionally argued that a democratic Czechoslo-
vakia would have ceased to be a communist Czechoslovakia, that the com-
munist party would have been put out of power. This is doubtful, though 
it cannot be either proven or disproven. Nonetheless, it is unlikely that 
other political parties could have actually appeared in Czechoslovakia, for 
neither the social basis nor the personnel for them appears to have existed. 
Indeed, as of 1968 the predominant attitude among the Czechs and Slovaks 
was in favor of working within and through a more democratic, pluralist 
communist party that would have been communist without being Leninist-
Stalinist. 

The Soviet argument, however, is deserving of note because it reveals 
something else. The charge is tantamount to an admission that democracy 
and the Soviet version of communism are still incompatible. It thus reflects 
not only a deeply ingrained bureaucratic suspicion of the popular will but 
the persistent incapacity of Soviet communist officials to relate meaning-
fully to the contemporary preoccupation with political and social equality, 
to the contemporary search for a new humanism relevant to the "scientific-
technological revolution," which communists themselves admit that they 
have tended to neglect (see p. 152, supra). 
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U n i o n , E a s t G e r m a n y a n d p e r h a p s P o l a n d a n d B u l g a r i a a r e l i k e l y 

t o a p p r o x i m a t e t h e a b o v e " s o c i a l f a s c i s t " c a t e g o r y . * 

T h e s e r e g i m e s , h o w e v e r , a r e n o t l i k e l y t o b e s t a b l e . T h e r u l i n g 

e l i t e s s u f f e r f r o m i n c r e a s i n g c y n i c i s m a n d t e n d t o b e m o r e a n d 

m o r e f r a g m e n t e d ; c l i q u e s , i n t r i g u e s , a n d p e r s o n a l f e u d s d o m i n a t e 

t h e i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s e s , w h i c h s t i l l l a c k d e f i n e d c o n s t i t u -

t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s . S o c i e t i e s a r e b e c o m i n g m o r e r e s t l e s s u n d e r e x -

i s t i n g p o l i t i c a l r e s t r a i n t s a n d a r e f e a r f u l l e s t t h e i r s y s t e m s p r o v e 

i n s u f f i c i e n t l y i n n o v a t i v e i n t e c h n o l o g i c a l a r e a s . M o r e o v e r , a n e w 

a n d e v e r l a r g e r g e n e r a t i o n o f s t u d e n t s i s b e g i n n i n g t o l e a v e t h e 

u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d t o l a y c l a i m t o p o w e r . T h e o u t b u r s t s o f 1 9 6 8 a r e 

l i k e l y t o b e r e p e a t e d i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s . S h o u l d t h e y o c c u r i n a s e t t i n g 

i n w h i c h W e s t e r n E u r o p e e x e r t s a s o c i a l a t t r a c t i o n f o r f r u s t r a t e d 

E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s , a n d i n w h i c h t h e r e i s p o l i t i c a l w e a k n e s s a n d 

d i v i s i o n i n M o s c o w , t h e n e x t w a v e o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n u n r e s t 

c o u l d b e e x p l o s i v e o n a r e g i o n a l , a n d n o t j u s t n a t i o n a l , s c a l e . 

I n Y u g o s l a v i a t h e m a i n s o u r c e o f u n c e r t a i n t y f o r t h e f u t u r e i s 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f d i s s e n s i o n a m o n g t h e v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s , e s -

p e c i a l l y a f t e r T i t o s d e a t h . T h a t d i s s e n s i o n c o u l d l e a d t o a m i l i t a r y 

c o u p d e s i g n e d t o p r e s e r v e t h e s t a t e , a n d S o v i e t l e a d e r s h i p w o u l d 

t h e n b e l i k e l y t o m a k e a m a j o r e f f o r t t o i m p r o v e r e l a t i o n s w i t h s u c h 

a p r a e t o r i a n Y u g o s l a v r e g i m e . I f t h a t d a n g e r — w h i c h i s q u i t e r e a l 

— i s s u r m o u n t e d b y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l s k i l l a n d c o n t i n u e d 

e c o n o m i c g r o w t h , Y u g o s l a v i a w i l l c o n t i n u e t o e v o l v e t o w a r d a 

m o r e p l u r a l i s t p a t t e r n a n d t o c u l t i v a t e c l o s e r c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e 

W e s t — n o d o u b t i n c l u d i n g s o m e t h i n g l i k e a s s o c i a t e s t a t u s i n t h e 

E u r o p e a n C o m m o n M a r k e t . I t m a y e v e n b e g i n t o e x p e r i m e n t w i t h 

m u l t i - p a r t y e l e c t i o n s , a n d i t i s l i k e l y t o b e l e s s a n d l e s s d o c t r i n a i r e 

a b o u t t h e c l a s s i c a l i s s u e o f s t a t e v e r s u s p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p s Y u -

* It is interesting and relevant to note here that Central European fascism 
was primarily an urban development. For example, in 1937, 50 per cent of 
the members of the Hungarian Arrow Cross party were industrial workers, 
12 per cent were professional and self-employed people, and only 8 per cent 
were peasants. At the same time slightly over half the population was peasant 
(Istvan Deak, "Hungary," in The European Right, Eugene Weber and Hans 
Rogger, eds., Berkeley, 1965, pp. 396-97)-
f In the more developed parts of Yugoslavia there is already strong senti-
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goslav theoreticians have already argued publicly that a multi-
party system is a necessary mechanism for avoiding the political 
degeneration inherent in the communist party power monopoly. 
They have warned that "nothing is so irrational as a closed rational 
system which does not allow other ideas and contrary views to 
live, which does not permit any intellectual unrest." 42 

T h e e x a m p l e p r o v i d e d b y s u c h a Y u g o s l a v i a w o u l d b e a t t r a c t i v e 

t o t h e m o r e d e v e l o p e d E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s t a t e s , s u c h a s C z e c h o -

s l o v a k i a a n d H u n g a r y , a n d e v e n t u a l l y t o t h e c u r r e n t l y m o s t i n d e -

p e n d e n t - m i n d e d m e m b e r o f t h e E a s t e r n b l o c , R u m a n i a . T h e 

f o r m e r a r e l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e q u i e t l y p u r s u i n g t h e r o a d o f d e m o c -

r a t i z a t i o n f r o m w i t h i n , e v e n t u a l l y h e a d i n g t o w a r d i n d e p e n d e n c e ; 

R u m a n i a i s l i k e l y t o c o n s o l i d a t e i t s i n d e p e n d e n c e b y i n c r e a s i n g 

t h e s c o p e o f p o p u l a r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y ' s s o c i a l a n d 

p o l i t i c a l l i f e . A l l t h r e e c o u n t r i e s i n c r e a s i n g l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e d e -

s i r a b i l i t y o f s u b s t i t u t i n g a m i x e d e c o n o m y f o r t h e h i g h l y c e n t r a l -

i z e d S o v i e t m o d e l . M o r e o v e r , C z e c h o s l o v a k s o c i o l o g i s t s h a v e r e -

c e n t l y b e e n d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n t o t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e i r o w n 

s o c i e t y i n t o o n e i n w h i c h t h e i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , " t h e f a s t e s t g r o w i n g 

g r o u p i n s o c i e t y , " i s p l a y i n g t h e d e c i s i v e r o l e . I n t h e i r v i e w , t h i s 

n e c e s s a r i l y c o m p e l s a r e d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e c o n c e p t o f " t h e d i c t a t o r -

s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . " 4 3 H u n g a r i a n s o c i o l o g i s t s , d i s c u s s i n g t h e 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y d e c e n t r a l i z e d H u n g a r i a n e c o -

n o m i c m o d e l a n d o f a s i m i l a r i n c r e a s e i n t h e H u n g a r i a n i n t e l l i -

g e n t s i a , h a v e a l s o c a l l e d f o r a r e d e f i n i t i o n o f s o c i a l i s m i n t h e 

d i r e c t i o n o f " c o m p r e h e n s i v e s o c i a l r e f o r m s , i n c l u d i n g b r o a d s e c -

t i o n s o f s o c i a l l i f e ( p o l i t i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l a s w e l l ) . " 4 4 

M o r e o v e r , t h e E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s t a t e s f e a r t h a t s c i e n t i f i c o b s o -

l e s c e n c e m a y b e t h e p r i c e t h a t t h e y w i l l h a v e t o p a y f o r r e m a i n i n g 

t o o c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a n E a s t e r n b l o c a n d f o r b e i n g c u t o f f 

f r o m e x t e n s i v e c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e W e s t . ( T h e s e f e a r s a r e n o t 

ment on behalf of widening the private sector in the economy. The group 
with the strongest anti-private-property feelings is that of the white-collar 
workers with the least education (see the public-opinion poll published in 
the Zagreb Vjesnik, December 24, 1968). 
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g r o u n d l e s s . S e e T a b l e 1 0 . ) T h i s f e a r i s s h a r e d e v e n b y E a s t G e r -

m a n y , w h o s e t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y t u r n i n g i t 

t o w a r d W e s t e r n m a r k e t s , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t t h e r e g i m e s t e c h -

n o l o g i c a l s u c c e s s i s i n t e n s i o n w i t h i t s p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n . 

I n t h e W e s t t h e b u r e a u c r a t i z e d a n d i d e o l o g i c a l l y s t e r i l e c o m -

m u n i s m o f t h e S t a l i n i s t v a r i e t y i s l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e t o f a d e i n 

TABLE 10. INVENTIONS REGISTERED PER 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 INHABITANTS ( 1 9 6 4 ) 

Country No. of Inventions 
Belgium 1 6 4 
Austria 147 
Denmark 131 
Norway 1 2 1 

Czechoslovakia 52 
Hungary 2 0 
Poland 1 0 
Rumania 7 

Source: Burks, Technological Innovation and Political Change in Communist 
Eastern Europe, p. 12. 

s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l r e l e v a n c e . T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t a n d a r d h a s a l r e a d y 

p a s s e d i n t o t h e h a n d s o f m o r e i d e o l o g i c a l l y v o l a t i l e a n d a c t i v i s t 

g r o u p s ; a s a r e s u l t , t h e e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s a r e l i k e l y 

t o s e e k p o l i t i c a l r e l e v a n c e b y m i n i m i z i n g t h e i r o r t h o d o x y a n d 

e m p h a s i z i n g t h e i r a c c e p t a n c e o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s . * T h e i r 

f u n d a m e n t a l p r o b l e m i s l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e t o b e t h a t t h e y h a v e n o 

a t t r a c t i v e m o d e l o f a m o d e r n h i g h l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d a n d p l u r a l i s t 

c o m m u n i s t p o w e r t o o f f e r a s a n e x a m p l e t o t h e i r e l e c t o r a t e s ; i n 

a d d i t i o n , t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e i r p r o g r a m m a t i c m e s s a g e i s f u r t h e r 

r e d u c e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e W e s t h a s p r e c e d e d t h e c o m m u n i s t 

s t a t e s i n e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e s o c i a l a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . 

T h u s , b o t h i n o r d e r t o e x p l o i t t h e t e n s i o n s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e 

t r a n s i t i o n f r o m t h e i n d u s t r i a l t o t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c s o c i e t y a n d t o 

* Or even participation in their national establishments. A moving account 
of the efforts of a devoted communist militant to arouse her party s officials 
to the plight of the Neapolitan masses and to stimulate a more revolutionary 
attitude in them is provided by M. A. Macciocchi, Lettere dall'interno del 
PCI a Louis Althusser, Milan, 1969. In her diary she describes her efforts 
to gain the confidence of the workers and—even more futile—to make the 
party bureaucrats more sensitive to the workers' abysmal conditions. 
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p r o v i d e t h e b a s i s f o r e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , t h e F r e n c h a n d 

t h e I t a l i a n c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s h a v e b e e n f o r c e d i n d i l u t e t h e i r 

o r t h o d o x y . S o m e o f t h e i r t h e o r e t i c i a n s h a v e a l r e a d y e m p h a s i z e d 

t h e n e e d t o r e d e f i n e t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t y a s a n a l t o g e t h e r n e w 

p a r t y t h a t w o u l d i n c l u d e t h e e n t i r e l e f t , t h a t w o u l d n o t b e i d e o -

l o g i c a l i n t h e s t r i c t s e n s e o f t h e w o r d , a n d t h a t w o u l d c e r t a i n l y 

n o t b e L e n i n i s t i n i t s b u r e a u c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e . T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t 

t h e s e r e f o r m i s t s h a v e b e e n t h w a r t e d b y c o n s e r v a t i v e p a r t y l e a d e r s , 

t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s i n t h e W e s t r e m a i n b o t h s e c t a r i a n a n d 

p o l i t i c a l l y i s o l a t e d ; t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e f o r m i s t s h a v e s u c -

c e e d e d i n g a i n i n g s u p p o r t , t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s i n t h e W e s t 

h a v e m o v e d t o w a r d d i l u t i n g t h e i r n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i d e o l o g i c a l 

t r a d i t i o n o f d o g m a t i c , i n t e g r a t e d , a n d e x c l u s i v i s t g r a n d v i s i o n s . * 

T h e s e v i s i o n s c a n n o l o n g e r e n c o m p a s s e i t h e r t h e n e w s c i e n t i f i c 

r e v o l u t i o n o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n s o f t h e s t u d e n t s a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w h o 

h a v e r e p l a c e d t h e c o m m u n i s t s a s t h e a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t a r i a n s o f 

o u r t i m e . W h a t e v e r t h e r e s p o n s e , t h e b a s i c f a c t r e m a i n s t h a t i n 

t h e W e s t t h e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s a r e n o l o n g e r e i t h e r i n n o v a t i v e 

o r r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 

China and Global Revolution 

T h o u g h i t c a m e t o o l a t e i n t h e W e s t , c o m m u n i s m h a s c o m e t o o 

e a r l y f o r t h e E a s t , o r , m o r e g e n e r a l l y , f o r t h e T h i r d W o r l d a s a 

0 The first situation has been more true of the French Communist Party, and 
George Lichtheim was quite correct in stating that "if the role of Marxist 
doctrine in contemporary France can be reduced to a formula, it may be 
summed up by saying that from the vision of a revolutionary future it has 
turned into the critical contemplation of an eternal and seemingly un-
changeable present" (George Lichtheim, Marxism in Modern France, a study 
by the Research Institute on Communist Affairs, New York, 1966, p. 169). 
The second situation is more applicable to the Italian party, in which the 
most explicit concept of the new broad party was developed by one of its 
theoreticians, G. Amendola, in a series of articles published in the fall of 
1964 in the theoretical journal of the Italian Communist Party, Rinascita 
In these articles he called for the creation of a single party of the left, which 
would be neither communist nor social democratic, neither shackled by 
ideology nor dominated by the party cadres. 
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w h o l e . I n s t e a d o f b e i n g t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z i n g a n d h u m a n i z i n g 

f o r c e t h a t M a r x c o n c e i v e d s o c i a l i s m t o b e , c o m m u n i s m i n t h e E a s t 

i s a t b e s t a n i n s p i r a t i o n f o r i n t e n s e l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c m o d e r n i z a t i o n 

o r o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s i s t a n c e t o s o c i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n ; a t w o r s t , i t i s 

t h e b a s i s f o r d e s p o t i c f a n a t i c i s m a n d m a s s i v e o p p r e s s i o n . A s i n 

t h e W e s t , c o m m u n i s m s v i r t u e s h a v e m o r e o f t e n b e e n d e m o n -

s t r a t e d w h e n i t h a s b e e n o u t o f p o w e r a n d h a s a c t e d a s a c a t a l y s t 

i n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i n e q u a l i t y , s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e , o r f o r e i g n d o m -

i n a t i o n . I n p o w e r , i t h a s t e n d e d t o b e c o m e e x t r e m e l y o p p r e s s i v e , 

f a n a t i c a l , a n d i n t e n s e l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c . 

C o m m u n i s m i n t h e E a s t , e v e n m o r e t h a n i n t h e W e s t , h a s b e e n 

a p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t f o r c e i n s t i m u l a t i n g p o p u l i s t n a t i o n a l i s m . 

T h i s i s q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . C o m m u n i s m c a m e t o t h e T h i r d 

W o r l d m a s s e s b e f o r e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a w a k e n i n g , a n d i t h a s s u c -

c e e d e d o n l y w h e r e i t h a s b e c o m e b o t h t h e e x t e r n a l e x p r e s s i o n a n d 

t h e i n t e r n a l c o n t e n t o f t h e n e w s e n s e o f n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y . F o c u s i n g 

o n i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a s t h e w a y i n w h i c h t o f u l f i l l p o p u l a r a s p i r a -

t i o n s o n b o t h e x t e r n a l a n d d o m e s t i c l e v e l s , c o m m u n i s m g a l v a n i z e d 

f e e l i n g s o f i n f e r i o r i t y t o w a r d t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t . I n d e e d , 

b e c a u s e o f t h i s , c o m m u n i s m i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d h a s b e e n e s p e -

c i a l l y v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e r a c i s m t h a t — g i v e n t h e b i t t e r l e g a c y o f t h e 

w h i t e m a n s i m p e r i a l i s m — i n e v i t a b l y i n f e c t e d t h e n e w n a t i o n a l -

i s m . 4 5 R a c i s m , h o w e v e r , i s o n e o f t h e m o s t p r i m i t i v e a n d i r r a t i o n a l 

s o u r c e s o f m o t i v a t i o n , a n d a c o m m u n i s t i d e o l o g y r e i n f o r c e d b y 

i t — w h e t h e r i n A s i a o r i n A f r i c a — c a n n o t h e l p b u t b e d e p r i v e d o f 

b o t h i t s u n i v e r s a l i t y a n d i t s r a t i o n a l i t y . 

A n a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t c h a l l e n g e t o c o m m u n i s m ' s i d e o l o g i c a l 

a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l g l o b a l r e l e v a n c e h a s b e e n p o s e d b y t h e v i c t o r y 

o f C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s m . C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s m h a s n o t o n l y p a r a l -

l e l e d t h e c l a i m o f S o v i e t c o m m u n i s m t o b e the p u r e c o m m u n i s m 

o f o u r t i m e , b u t h a s b e e n w i l l i n g t o b a c k i t s c l a i m w i t h d o m e s t i c 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o n . T h e " C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n " o f t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , 

w h i c h f o l l o w e d b y a f e w y e a r s t h e " G r e a t L e a p F o r w a r d " o f t h e 

l a t e 1 9 5 0 s , w a s d e s i g n e d t o o v e r c o m e t h e r u l i n g p a r t y ' s d a n g e r o u s 

t e n d e n c y t o w a r d b u r e a u c r a t i c s t a g n a t i o n a n d i d e o l o g i c a l p e t r i -
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f a c t i o n . T h e C h i n e s e h a v e e x p l i c i t l y s t a t e d t h a t , i n t h e i r v i e w , t h e 

S o v i e t p a r t y h a d a l r e a d y b e c o m e a v i c t i m o f s u c h p e t r i f a c t i o n . 

T h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n ( t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c s h a k e - u p e f f e c t e d b y t h e G r e a t L e a p F o r w a r d ) w a s 

d e s i g n e d t o b e t h e i n t e r n a l , d o m e s t i c e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e l i v i n g a n d 

c o n t i n u i n g r e v o l u t i o n . I t s o v e r - a l l e f f e c t , h o w e v e r , w a s t o d o t o 

t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y w h a t K h r u s h c h e v ' s a b o r t e d r e f o r m s 

o f 1 9 6 3 a l m o s t d i d t o t h e S o v i e t p a r t y : t o t h o r o u g h l y d i s o r g a n i z e 

i t , a n d , w i t h i t , t h e C h i n e s e e c o n o m y a s w e l l . 4 6 

B y d e n i g r a t i n g t h e p a r t y a n d b y s i m u l t a n e o u s l y e l e v a t i n g M a o 

T s e - t u n g ' s p e r s o n a l r u l e a n d r o l e , C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s m i n e v i t a b l y 

s e p a r a t e d i t s e l f f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c o m m u n i s t m a i n s t r e a m — i n 

s p i t e o f t h e C h i n e s e t h e o r y t h a t t h e g e o g r a p h i c v o r t e x o f r e v o l u -

t i o n a r y l e a d e r s h i p h a s o v e r t h e y e a r s s h i f t e d f r o m F r a n c e t o G e r -

m a n y t o R u s s i a a n d n o w t o C h i n a . M o r e o v e r , u n l i k e S t a l i n , w h o s e 

r o l e i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s t m o v e m e n t w a s r e i n f o r c e d b y 

a t o w e r i n g p e r s o n a l s t a n d i n g a n d b y l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e o n l y c o m -

m u n i s t p a r t y i n p o w e r , M a o w a s f a c e d b y a n u m b e r o f o t h e r r u l i n g 

c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s , a l l d i s p u t i n g h i s c l a i m t o o r t h o d o x y a n d a l l 

e a g e r t o p o i n t o u t h i s d o c t r i n a l e r r o r s . T h e e f f e c t w a s t o w e a k e n 

C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l a i m t o i d e o l o g i c a l u n i v e r s a l i t y a n d t o 

t a r n i s h b o t h t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r e s t i g e o f t h e C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s t s 

a n d t h e i r u n d e n i a b l y i m p r e s s i v e a c h i e v e m e n t s i n t h e s t r u g g l e t o 

o v e r c o m e C h i n a ' s b a c k w a r d n e s s . 4 7 

C h i n a ' s c a p a c i t y t o s e r v e a s a m o d e l o f c o m m u n i s m w a s f u r t h e r 

c o m p l i c a t e d b y t h e u n i q u e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a i t s e l f . T h e C h i n e s e 

c o m m u n i s t s c a m e t o p o w e r n o t i n a s i n g l e c o u n t r y b u t i n a v a s t 

s o c i e t y t h a t r e p r e s e n t s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d s o p h i s t i c a t e d c i v i l i z a -

t i o n . N o t o n l y i s t h a t c i v i l i z a t i o n h i g h l y d i s t i n c t i v e b u t i t h a s f o r 

a l o n g t i m e h a d i t s o w n c o n c e p t o f a w o r l d o r d e r i n w h i c h C h i n a 

i s t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c e n t e r . T h o u g h t h e h i s t o r i c a l a n d u n i v e r s a l c a t e -

g o r i e s o f M a r x i s t t h o u g h t h a v e b e e n a s s i m i l a t e d i n t o t h a t C h i n e s e 

f r a m e w o r k a n d b e c o m e a n e x t e n s i o n o f i t , t h e c u l t u r a l , l i n g u i s t i c , 

a n d r a c i a l d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s o f t h e C h i n e s e h a s a u t o m a t i c a l l y m a d e 

t h e i r c o m m u n i s m m u c h m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o e x p o r t o r e m u l a t e . 
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M o r e o v e r , u n l i k e t h e R u s s i a n s , w h o h a v e o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o 

M o s c o w a s t h e " T h i r d R o m e / ' t h e C h i n e s e h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y d i s -

p l a y e d n o i n t e n s e m i s s i o n a r y z e a l . E f f e c t i v e p e r f o r m a n c e i n t h e 

m i s s i o n a r y r o l e r e q u i r e s , i n a d d i t i o n t o p e r s o n a l i n c l i n a t i o n , s o m e 

c u l t u r a l , p h i l o s o p h i c , a n d e v e n e t h n i c k i n s h i p , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f a 

p r o s e l y t i z i n g t r a d i t i o n . I t i s n o a c c i d e n t t h a t , d e s p i t e i t s m i s s i o n a r y 

z e a l , E u r o p e a n - b a s e d C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s m u c h l e s s s u c c e s s f u l i n i t s 

e f f o r t s t o s p r e a d t o A s i a t h a n w a s t h e E a s t ' s M i d d l e I s l a m . P e r h a p s 

a r a c i a l a p p e a l — e x p l i c i t l y b a s e d o n c o l o r a n d i d e o l o g i c a l l y l e g i t i -

m i z e d b y t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e w h i t e m a n w i t h i m p e r i a l i s m — 

m a y c r e a t e a b r i d g e b e t w e e n C h i n e s e p r o s e l y t i z e r s a n d f o r e i g n 

m a s s e s , b u t e v e n t h a t a p p e a l i s m o r e l i k e l y t o b e e f f e c t i v e i n a r e a s 

s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s t a n t f r o m C h i n a n o t t o b e f e a r f u l o f C h i n e s e n a -

t i o n a l i s m a n d C h i n a ' s c u l t u r a l h e g e m o n y . H e n c e A f r i c a , r a t h e r 

t h a n A s i a , m a y b e a m o r e p r o m i s i n g l o n g - r a n g e C h i n e s e t a r g e t . 

T h e s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s p r o v i d e s o m e c l u e s t o t h e p r o b a b l e l i m i t s 

o f C h i n a s r e v o l u t i o n a r y w o r l d r o l e . N e i t h e r C h i n e s e v e r b a l e x -

t r e m i s m n o r e v e n C h i n a ' s c r a s h p r o g r a m t o e s t a b l i s h a n u c l e a r 

a r s e n a l ( t h e o l d q u e s t i o n o f i n t e n t i o n s o r c a p a b i l i t i e s ) i s a s i m p o r -

t a n t a s t h e f a c t t h a t C h i n a h a s b e c o m e a s o m e w h a t s e l f - c o n t a i n e d 

c i v i l i z a t i o n - n a t i o n - s t a t e . C h i n a ' s p o w e r w i l l p r o b a b l y g r o w i n t h e 

y e a r s t o c o m e , a n d w i t h i t C h i n a ' s c a p a c i t y t o t h r e a t e n i t s n e i g h -

b o r s a n d e v e n t u a l l y e v e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o r t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 4 8 

B u t i t d o e s n o t f o l l o w t h a t C h i n a w i l l t h e r e f o r e b e c o m e a n a c t i v i s t 

d i r e c t o r o f m i l i t a n t a n d g l o b a l l y r e l e v a n t r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s e s . 

O n t h e c o n t r a r y , a s m e m o r i e s o f C h i n e s e r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c h i e v e -

m e n t s g r a d u a l l y r e c e d e i n t o t h e p a s t , C h i n a w i l l find i t m o r e a n d 

m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o p r e s e n t i t s e l f a s t h e h i s t o r i c a l l y r e l e v a n t r e v o l u -

t i o n a r y m o d e l . C h i n a ' s a i d w i l l b e a c c e p t e d b y n e e d y r e v o l u t i o n -

a r i e s , b u t i t w i l l p r o b a b l y b e c o m e m o r e r a t h e r t h a n l e s s d i f f i c u l t 

f o r t h e C h i n e s e t o c o n v i n c e t h e r e c i p i e n t s o f s u c h a i d t h a t C h i n a 

h a s a u n i v e r s a l m i s s i o n . 

N o r i s i t c e r t a i n , a s h a s b e e n o c c a s i o n a l l y a r g u e d , t h a t i n t h e 

y e a r s t o c o m e c o m m u n i s m w i l l o f f e r t o t h e T h i r d W o r l d a n a t -

t r a c t i v e m o d e l c o m b i n i n g s u s t a i n e d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
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s o c i a l m o d e r n i z a t i o n w i t h p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y . E v e n i f C h i n a m a k e s 

i m p r e s s i v e s t r i d e s a n d i t s G N P g r o w s s t e a d i l y a t 5 p e r c e n t p e r 

a n n u m , i n t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 i t w i l l s t i l l b e a m o n g t h e p o o r e r n a t i o n s 

o f t h e w o r l d . T h e f a c t i s t h a t i t s n u m b e r s , f a r f r o m b e i n g a f a c t o r 

o f s t r e n g t h , m e r e l y m a g n i f y t h e s c a l e o f i t s s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c 

d i l e m m a s . T h e r e l e v a n c e o f S o v i e t e c o n o m i c e x p e r i e n c e t o t h e 

T h i r d W o r l d i s a l s o d o u b t f u l . A n a l y s i s o f t h e S o v i e t e x p e r i e n c e 

s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t s t h a t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n n e e d n o t b e d e r i v e d f r o m 

t h e i m p e t u s p r o v i d e d b y e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y c o e r c i v e m e a n s o r f r o m 

t h e p h y s i c a l d e s t r u c t i o n o f a s o c i a l c l a s s . M o r e o v e r , i t i s i m p o r t a n t 

t o n o t e t h a t S o v i e t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o c c u r r e d i n a s o c i e t y t h a t h a d 

s o m e t h i r t y y e a r s o f p r i o r i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t b e h i n d i t , t h a t 

w a s e n d o w e d w i t h m a t c h l e s s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s a n d a h a r d -

w o r k i n g a n d d i s c i p l i n e d p o p u l a t i o n ( b u t n o t o v e r p o p u l a t i o n ) , 

a n d t h a t e v e n b e f o r e W o r l d W a r I h a d t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f s o l i d 

s t a t i s t i c s , r e l a t i v e l y w e l l - t r a i n e d t e c h n i c a l c a d r e s , a n d p r e l i m i n a r y 

p l a n s f o r f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t . ( S e e o u r e a r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n o f " T h e 

S t a l i n i s t P a r a d o x . " ) T h e s e c o n d i t i o n s c a n r a r e l y b e m a t c h e d b y 

t h e T h i r d W o r l d c o u n t r i e s n o w u n d e r t a k i n g t o m o d e r n i z e a n d 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e t h e m s e l v e s . W h e t h e r C h i n a o r C u b a ( t h e l a t t e r , i n 

a n y c a s e , r e l a t i v e l y w e l l d e v e l o p e d a t t h e t i m e o f C a s t r o ' s t a k e -

o v e r ) c a n p r o v i d e e x a m p l e s o f s u s t a i n e d g r o w t h a n d p o l i t i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y i s u n c e r t a i n . 

O f t h e c o u n t r i e s w h e r e c o m m u n i s m c a m e t o p o w e r w i t h o u t 

b e i n g i m p o s e d b y f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n ( t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , C h i n a , 

C u b a , Y u g o s l a v i a , A l b a n i a , V i e t n a m ) , o n l y Y u g o s l a v i a h a s s o f a r 

s u c c e e d e d i n a c h i e v i n g s u s t a i n e d e c o n o m i c g r o w t h , s o c i a l m o d -

e r n i z a t i o n , a n d p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y w i t h o u t e m p l o y i n g m a s s i v e t e r r o r 

o r e x p e r i e n c i n g v i o l e n t p o w e r c o n f l i c t s ; e v e n Y u g o s l a v i a , h o w e v e r , 

r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e o u t s i d e financial a i d . M o r e o v e r , t h o u g h t h e 

r e c o r d o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s , p a r -

t i c u l a r l y t h e m o r e p r i m i t i v e o n e s , i s g o o d , i t h a s n o t b e e n b e t t e r 

t h a n t h a t o f s o m e n o n - c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , m o s t 

c o m m u n i s t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s ( e x c e p t f o r Y u g o s l a v i a , V i e t n a m , a n d 

C u b a ) h a v e b e e n c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y s p o r a d i c p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y . 
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w h i c h i n s o m e c a s e s h a d t o b e p u t d o w n t h r o u g h S o v i e t i n t e r v e n -

t i o n . T h u s t h e o v e r - a l l r e c o r d i s , a t b e s t , a m i x e d o n e a n d h a r d l y 

s u f f i c i e n t t o j u s t i f y t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t o n l y t h e c o m m u n i s t s h a v e 

f o u n d t h e k e y t o e f f e c t i v e m o d e r n i z a t i o n . 0 

N o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , h a v e t h e y f o u n d t h e a n s w e r t o e f f e c t i v e 

r e v o l u t i o n - m a k i n g . C o m m u n i s m c a m e t o p o w e r i n d i g e n o u s l y i n 

o n l y o n e c o u n t r y n o t p r e v i o u s l y d e v a s t a t e d b y a m a j o r w a r — 

C u b a . I n s e v e r a l o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i t c a m e t o p o w e r i n d i g e n o u s l y 

w h e n c o m m u n i s t s p i c k e d u p t h e p i e c e s a f t e r t h e s e n a t i o n s h a d 

e x p e r i e n c e d c o m p l e t e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r s t a t e m a c h i n e r y a n d 

e c o n o m y d u r i n g a m a j o r w a r . O t h e r t h a n t h a t , t h e c o m m u n i s t 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e c o r d s i n c e 1 9 1 7 h a s b e e n o n e o f r a t h e r f r e q u e n t 

f a i l u r e , ! w h i l e i n P o l a n d , H u n g a r y , a n d R u m a n i a i t w a s t h e S o v i e t 

a r m y t h a t e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i s m . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t i n t h e y e a r s t o c o m e i n d i -

v i d u a l , h i g h l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c , p e r h a p s e v e n r a c i s t c o m m u n i s t p a r -

t i e s w i l l c o m e t o p o w e r i n s o m e A s i a n , A f r i c a n , o r L a t i n A m e r i c a n 

c o u n t r i e s b y a p p e a l i n g b o t h t o t h e p o p u l i s t n a t i o n a l i s m o f t h e 

m a s s e s a n d t h e s t a t i s m o f i m p a t i e n t i n t e l l e c t u a l s . I n h i s s t u d y Com-

munism and the Politics of Development, J o h n K a u t s k y h a s s h o w n 

t h a t " C o m m u n i s t p a r t y s t r e n g t h i s l o w e s t a t t h e l o w e s t s t a g e o f 

e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , r i s e s g r a d u a l l y w i t h e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p -

m e n t , c r e s t s a t a f a i r l y h i g h l e v e l o f s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d d e -

c l i n e s s h a r p l y w i t h t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l . " 4 9 T h i s g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s h o u l d 

n o t b e m e c h a n i c a l l y a p p l i e d t o t h e T h i r d W o r l d w i t h t h e c o n c l u -

s i o n t h a t c o m m u n i s m w i l l f a d e a s s o o n a s d e v e l o p m e n t h a s m a d e 

s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s . A s e i z u r e o f p o w e r c o u l d , f o r e x a m p l e , o c c u r 

d u r i n g t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y p h a s e . 

• In these respects, useful comparisons can be made between communist-
ruled countries and countries ruled by modernizing non-communist elites; 
Poland-Spain-Italy; Rumania-Yugoslavia-Spain; Czechoslovakia-Sweden; 
Hungary-Austria; North Korea-South Korea; North Vietnam-South Vietnam; 
China-India; and so on. These comparisons are more revealing of certain 
uniformities than of significant disparities. The disparities are sharper when 
the comparison is made with non-modernizing, non-communist countries, 
t A partial list of more significant revolutionary efforts by the communists 
includes: Hungary 1919; Poland 1920; Germany 1918, 1923; China 1927; 
France and Italy 1947; Greece 1948; Indonesia 1949, 1965; Bolivia 1966. 
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I t i s , h o w e v e r , u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e s e i z u r e s o f p o w e r w i l l b e 

e f f e c t e d b y t h e o r t h o d o x a n d f o r m a l c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s , w h i c h i n 

s o m e c o u n t r i e s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y i n L a t i n A m e r i c a ) a r e a l r e a d y b e -

c o m i n g a s s i m i l a t e d i n t o t h e s o c i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t . T h e s u c c e s s f u l 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , t h o u g h p e r h a p s l a b e l i n g t h e m s e l v e s c o m m u n i s t s , 

w i l l p r o b a b l y b e l o o s e l y o r g a n i z e d c o a l i t i o n s o f i m p a t i e n t m i d d l e -

c l a s s i n t e l l e c t u a l s , y o u n g e r o f f i c e r s , a n d s t u d e n t s . I n s t e a d o f b e i n g 

a d h e r e n t s o f a d o g m a t i c a n d a l l e g e d l y u n i v e r s a l i d e o l o g y , t h e y a r e 

m o r e l i k e l y t o b e m e n m o t i v a t e d b y a v a g u e r a n d m o r e v o l a t i l e 

c o m b i n a t i o n o f r a d i c a l i s m , n a t i o n a l i s m , a n d e v e n s o m e r a c i s m . 

C o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s , t h o u g h e x p e r i e n c e d i n o r g a n i z i n g e x p l o i t e d , 

d i s a d v a n t a g e d w o r k e r s a n d i n t r a n s f o r m i n g l a n d l e s s b u t n a t i o n -

a l i s t i c a l l y a r o u s e d p e a s a n t s i n t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y a r m i e s , h a v e s o f a r 

b e e n u n a b l e t o d i s c i p l i n e , e i t h e r i d e o l o g i c a l l y o r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y , 

t h e s t u d e n t s a n d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s f e r m e n t i n g i n t h e m o d e r n s t a i n -

l e s s - s t e e l - a n d - g l a s s u n i v e r s i t i e s . T o t h e s e m e n , F a n o n a n d B o u m e -

d i e n n e , o r B o l i v a r a n d G u e v a r a , r a t h e r t h a n M a r x a n d M a o , o r 

M a r x a n d L e n i n , a r e m o r e r e l e v a n t s y m b o l s . T h e r e v o l u t i o n s t o 

c o m e w i l l h e n c e n e i t h e r s i g n i f y a n a u t o m a t i c a d d i t i o n o f s t r e n g t h 

t o " i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i s m " n o r r e p r e s e n t a s t e p f o r w a r d t o w a r d 

t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l u n i t y o f m a n k i n d . 

T h e i d e o l o g i c a l l y m o r e v o l a t i l e , l e s s d i s c i p l i n e d c h a r a c t e r o f 

t h e s e n o v e l r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s w o u l d b e i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e 

b r o a d e r t r e n d s a l r e a d y n o t e d . C o n d i t i o n s d u r i n g t h e e a r l y i n d u s -

t r i a l a g e c a l l e d f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n , b u t 

t h e d y n a m i c c o n g e s t i o n o f t h e g l o b a l c i t y i s i n i m i c a l t o a d i s c i -

p l i n e d , c e n t r a l i z e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w h o s e p u r p o s e i s t o 

d i s s e m i n a t e a p a r t i c u l a r s y s t e m o f t h o u g h t a n d o f v a l u e s a n d t o 

c r e a t e a g l o b a l l y u n i f o r m s o c i a l o r d e r o n t h a t b a s i s . T h e f a c t i s 

t h a t p r o x i m i t y p a r a d o x i c a l l y d i c t a t e s n o t u n i f o r m i t y b u t p l u r a l i s m . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c h a n c e s o f t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y u p h e a v a l s — r a d i -

c a l l y a n d r a p i d l y r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g b o t h s o c i a l v a l u e s a n d i n s t i t u -

t i o n s — a r e i n a n y c a s e n o t h i g h . I n m o d e r n t i m e s o n l y t h e F r e n c h , 

t h e M e x i c a n , a n d t h e C u b a n r e v o l u t i o n s c a n b e c o n s i d e r e d a s a u -

t h e n t i c a l l y i n d i g e n o u s a n d f a r - r e a c h i n g i n t e r n a l r e v o l u t i o n s t h a t 

w e r e a c h i e v e d w i t h o u t t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e c a t a c l y s m i c d i s l o c a t i o n s 
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w r o u g h t b y t h e t w o w o r l d w a r s . O t h e r w i s e , e v e n t h e m o s t i n e f f e c -

t i v e s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s h a v e s h o w n t h e m s e l v e s t o b e 

h i g h l y r e s i l i e n t a n d d i f f i c u l t t o o v e r t h r o w . I n m o s t c a s e s i t h a s 

b e e n f o u n d t h a t s o c i a l i n e r t i a c a n o n l y b e c o p e d w i t h p i e c e -

m e a l a n d t h a t s u p e r i m p o s e d r a d i c a l e f f o r t s t o o v e r c o m e i t h a v e 

p r o m p t e d e f f e c t i v e r e s i s t a n c e . 

A t o n e t i m e S o v i e t t h e o r i s t s t o y e d w i t h t h e c o n c e p t o f t h e n a -

t i o n a l d e m o c r a c y a s a t r a n s i t i o n a l s t a g e t o w a r d a c o m m u n i s t 

p e o p l e ' s d e m o c r a c y . T h e o v e r t h r o w o f B e n B e l l a , G o u l a r t , K a s s e m , 

K e i t a , N k r u m a h , P a p a n d r e o u , a n d S u k a r n o h a s c o m p e l l e d t h e S o -

v i e t s t o t h i n k i n t e r m s o f m u c h l e n g t h i e r a n d m o r e g r a d u a l r e v o -

l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s e s ; a t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e C h i n e s e a n d t h e C u b a n s 

h a v e m o v e d t o w a r d e m p h a s i s o n v a r i o u s f o r m s o f g u e r r i l l a w a r , 

o f t e n i n t h e f a c e o f o p e n c r i t i c i s m f r o m l o c a l c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s . * 

B o t h c a s e s h a v e i n v o l v e d a n i m p l i e d a d m i s s i o n o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

i r r e l e v a n c e o f t h e c l a s s i c a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r y a n d a c o n c e s s i o n 

t o s o c i a l p a r t i c u l a r i s m , w h i c h — w h e n l i n k e d t o i d e o l o g i c a l d o g -

m a t i s m — m e a n s s e c t a r i a n i s m . 

S e c t a r i a n i s m i s t h e n e g a t i o n o f u n i v e r s a l i s m . C o m m u n i s m m a y 

t u r n o u t t o h a v e b e e n t h e l a s t g r e a t i n t e g r a t i v e d o g m a t i c f a i t h . 

T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t s o m e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s a r e t o d a y j o i n i n g t h e i r 

n a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , t h e y a r e c o n f o r m i n g t o r e a l i t y r a t h e r t h a n 

f o r m i n g i t . T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t s o m e c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s a r e e m -

b r a c i n g r a c i s m a n d i n t e n s e n a t i o n a l i s m i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d , t h e y 

a r e c a p i t u l a t i n g t o r e a l i t y r a t h e r t h a n r e s h a p i n g i t . I n e i t h e r c a s e 

t h e r e i s a l o s s o f i d e n t i t y w h i c h , o n c e l o s t , i s n o t l i k e l y t o b e r e -

g a i n e d . T h u s , e v e n i f o n e i s n o t a M a r x i s t , i t i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y a 

9 The issues at stake were sharply posed by the secretary-general of the 
Venezuelan Communist Party, Jesus Faria, who stated in an interview printed 
in the Hungarian party organ, Nepszabadsag (February 17, 1968): "Experi-
ence has shown that the masses are withdrawing from the previous armed 
struggle. . . . Four million people are participating in the election cam-
paign and we believe that we can orient the people better if we also par-
ticipate in this campaign. . . . The ultraleftist groups in Venezuela, which 
disregard the combat readiness of the masses and persist in the slogan of 
armed struggle at any price, commit one mistake after another and find 
themselves more and more isolated." 
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c a u s e f o r r e j o i c i n g t o n o t e t h a t c o m m u n i s m — w h i c h h e l p e d t o e n -

l a r g e t h e c o l l e c t i v e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f m a n k i n d a n d t o m o b i l i z e t h e 

m a s s e s f o r s o c i a l p r o g r e s s — h a s f a i l e d i n i t s o r i g i n a l o b j e c t i v e o f 

l i n k i n g h u m a n i s m w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . 
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The American 
Transition 

T h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g a w e s o m e a n d b a f f l i n g a b o u t a s o c i e t y 

t h a t c a n s i m u l t a n e o u s l y c h a n g e m a n ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e u n i v e r s e 

b y p l a c i n g a m a n o n t h e m o o n , w a g e a n d finance a t h i r t y - b i l l i o n -

d o l l a r - p e r - a n n u m f o r e i g n w a r d e s p i s e d b y a s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n o f 

i t s p e o p l e , m a i n t a i n t h e m o s t p o w e r f u l a n d f a r - f l u n g m i l i t a r y 

f o r c e s i n h i s t o r y , a n d c o n f r o n t i n t h e s t r e e t s a n d a b e t i n t h e c o u r t s 

a r e v o l u t i o n i n i t s i n t e r n a l r a c i a l r e l a t i o n s , d o i n g a l l t h i s i n t h e 

c o n t e x t o f t h e e x p l o s i o n o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g i n i t s r a p i d l y e x p a n d -

i n g a n d t u r b u l e n t u n i v e r s i t i e s , o f r o t t i n g u r b a n c e n t e r s , o f f u m -

b l i n g p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d o f d y n a m i c a l l y g r o w i n g f r o n t i e r 

i n d u s t r i e s t h a t a r e t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e w a y i t s c i t i z e n s l i v e a n d c o m -

m u n i c a t e w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . A n y o n e o f t h e a b o v e a s p e c t s w o u l d 

s u f f i c e t o t r a n s f o r m t h e v a l u e s a n d s e l f - i m a g e o f a s o c i e t y , a n d a 

f e w m i g h t b e e n o u g h t o o v e r t h r o w i t s s y s t e m . A l l t o g e t h e r , t h e y 

c r e a t e a s i t u a t i o n t h a t d e f i e s a n a l o g y t o o t h e r s o c i e t i e s a n d h i g h -

l i g h t s t h e s i n g u l a r c h a r a c t e r o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n e x -

p e r i e n c e . 
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C o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a i s t h e w o r l d ' s s o c i a l l a b o r a t o r y . T h e 

p r o b l e m s t h a t t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d w o r l d i s b e g i n n i n g t o c o n f r o n t 

— a n d t h e T h i r d W o r l d i s w i t n e s s i n g — a b s o r b A m e r i c a d i r e c t l y 

a n d o f t e n p a i n f u l l y . I t i s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h a t t h e c r u c i a l 

d i l e m m a s o f o u r a g e m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s m o s t s t a r k l y ; i t i s i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s t h a t m a n s c a p a c i t y t o m a s t e r h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d 

t o d e f i n e h i m s e l f m e a n i n g f u l l y i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o i t i s b e i n g m o s t 

i n t e n s e l y t e s t e d . C a n m a n m a s t e r s c i e n c e f o r f u n d a m e n t a l l y h u -

m a n e e n d s ? C a n l i b e r t y a n d e q u a l i t y c o e x i s t , a n d d o s o i n a m u l t i -

r a c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t ? C a n m e r i t a n d a c h i e v e m e n t flourish w i t h o u t 

s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e ? C a n t e c h n o l o g y b e s o c i a l l y c r e a t i v e w i t h o u t i n -

d u c i n g e x c e s s i v e s o c i a l c o n t r o l ? C a n a s o c i e t y w i t h d i v e r s e b e l i e f s 

a v o i d c o m p l e t e d i s b e l i e f ? T h e s e i s s u e s d o m i n a t e c o n t e m p o r a r y 

A m e r i c a n l i f e — t h e f o c u s o f g l o b a l a t t e n t i o n — a n d t h e y p r o m p t 

c o n f l i c t i n g a n d o f t e n c r i t i c a l a s s e s s m e n t s o f t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e 

A m e r i c a n e x p e r i e n c e . 1 

U n l i k e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , i n A m e r i c a t h e c h a l -

l e n g e o f c h a n g e i s h i g h l y v i s i b l e . I n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n s o c i e t y i s 

l i k e a b o i l i n g s u b t e r r a n e a n v o l c a n o t h a t s t r a i n s a g a i n s t t h e r i g i d 

s u r f a c e c r u s t o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . I n t h e m o r e v o l a t i l e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c , a n d p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s o p e n l y c l a s h , c h a n g e , 

a n d i n t e r a c t o n a b r o a d f r o n t . T h e r e s u l t i n g t u r m o i l i s a s c r e a t i v e 

a s i t i s d e s t r u c t i v e , a n d i t l e a d s t o m e t a m o r p h i c c h a n g e s i n t h a t 

u n i q u e c o m b i n a t i o n o f o r d e r a n d c h a o s k n o w n a s t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . 

I n t h e n e x t t w e n t y y e a r s t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

w i l l a p p r o a c h t h r e e h u n d r e d m i l l i o n , o f w h i c h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

8 0 p e r c e n t w i l l b e m e t r o p o l i t a n a n d a l m o s t 5 0 p e r c e n t 

u n d e r t w e n t y y e a r s o f a g e . I n t e n s e l y s c i e n t i f i c i n o r i e n t a t i o n , 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y w i l l h a v e g r e a t e r m a s t e r y o f b o t h t e r r e s t r i a l a n d 

s p a t i a l e n v i r o n m e n t t h a n a n y o t h e r s o c i e t y . A t t h e s a m e t i m e i t 

w i l l h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d i n t e n s e s o c i a l c o n f l i c t s i n w h i c h r a c i a l c o n -

s i d e r a t i o n s w i l l b e p a r a m o u n t b u t i n w h i c h a n t a g o n i s m b e t w e e n 

g e n e r a t i o n s w i l l a l s o b e a b a s i c a n d p a i n f u l b u r d e n . I n a l l l i k e l i -

h o o d i t w i l l a l s o b e a s o c i e t y c o n f r o n t i n g a n a c u t e c u l t u r a l m a l a i s e , 
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u n c e r t a i n o f i t s a e s t h e t i c s t a n d a r d s , a n d s e a r c h i n g f o r c o m m o n 

i n t e g r a t i v e v a l u e s . 

C o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a i s i n t r a n s i t i o n f r o m t h e i n d u s t r i a l t o 

t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e . A s t h e w o r l d ' s first p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s n o l o n g e r s h a p e d b y t h e s a m e f o r c e s t h a t h a v e 

s t i m u l a t e d s o c i a l c h a n g e i n t h e a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s e v e r s i n c e 

E n g l a n d first c o n f r o n t e d t h e m a c h i n e . T h i s b r o a d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

i s c a u s i n g a c r i s i s o f e s t a b l i s h e d A m e r i c a n v a l u e s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e t r a d i t i o n o f l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y , a n d a s t h e n a t i o n s 

t w o - h u n d r e d t h b i r t h d a y a p p r o a c h e s , i t t h e r e f o r e c a l l s f o r a r e -

d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n s y s t e m . 

L i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y i s a p e c u l i a r b l e n d o f t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c t r a d i -

t i o n , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l e g a l i s m , a n d m a s s d e m o c r a c y . U n l i k e c o m -

m u n i s m , i t w a s n o t i n t e l l e c t u a l l y e x t r a c t e d f r o m a t e l e s c o p e d a n d 

t r a u m a t i c h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e , a n d i t i s n o t e m b o d i e d i n a m o v e -

m e n t w h i c h d r a w s i t s f e r v o r a n d d e d i c a t i o n f r o m t h e d e e p l y e m -

b e d d e d M a n i c h a e a n t r a d i t i o n . R a t h e r , i t i s t h e p r o d u c t o f s l o w 

g r o w t h — t h o u g h o c c a s i o n a l l y a c c e l e r a t e d b y r e v o l u t i o n a r y u p -

h e a v a l s i n E n g l a n d , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d F r a n c e — w h i c h c u m u -

l a t i v e l y c r e a t e d a b r o a d t r a d i t i o n o f s o c i a l b e h a v i o r , a s e t o f o n l y 

p a r t i a l l y e x p l i c i t v a l u e s , a n d h i g h l y d e f i n e d l e g a l p r o c e d u r e s a n d 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e a r i s t o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n p u t a p r e m i u m o n p e r s o n a l 

e x c e l l e n c e a n d a c h i e v e m e n t , t h o u g h i n t i m e s t a n d a r d s o f e x c e l -

l e n c e c h a n g e d a n d b e c a m e l e s s e x c l u s i v e . L e g a l i s m , w h i c h i n t h e 

p a s t d o u b t l e s s s e r v e d t o p r o t e c t e s t a b l i s h e d i n t e r e s t s , s t r e s s e d 

r e g u l a r i t y a n d o b j e c t i v i t y i n s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e r e f o r e g r a d u -

a l l y c a m e t o p r o t e c t t h e i n d i v i d u a l . T h e d e m o c r a t i c e l e m e n t , s t i m -

u l a t e d t h r o u g h u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e , n o t o n l y d i l u t e d t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c 

c o m p o n e n t b u t i n f u s e d l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y w i t h a s t r o n g c o n c e r n 

f o r s o c i a l w e l f a r e . 

T h e s e c o m p o n e n t s h a v e c o m b i n e d i n a l o o s e a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y 

u n e a s y m a n n e r , a n d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e t h e y h a v e c o n f l i c t e d a n d 

c l a s h e d . I n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y s u c h c l a s h e s h a v e b e e n v i o l e n t , 

t h o u g h o n t h e w h o l e r a t h e r s p o r a d i c . T h e C i v i l W a r w a s t h e 

m a j o r e x c e p t i o n , a n d i t s o u t c o m e e f f e c t i v e l y a n d r a p i d l y d e -
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s t r o y e d t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c e l e m e n t i n A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n , w h e r e a s 

t h e d e c l i n e o f E u r o p e a n a r i s t o c r a c y w a s s l o w . T h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o -

l u t i o n p r o d u c e d i t s o w n s t r a i n s a n d v i o l e n c e , b u t t h e r a p i d p a c e 

o f g r o w t h a s w e l l a s t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f E u r o p e a n c a p i t a l a n d o f 

f o r e i g n m a r k e t s e a s e d t h e g r o w i n g p a i n s e v e n a s i t e n l a r g e d a n d 

t h e n c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e d e m o c r a t i c c o m p o n e n t . T h e r e s u l t i n g s o c i a l 

w e a l t h a n d d e m o c r a t i c f r e e d o m h a v e m a d e A m e r i c a t h e s y m b o l 

o f a n e w f o r m o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , a l l t h e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e b e -

c a u s e i t s s p e c t a c u l a r s u c c e s s e s o b s c u r e d i t s s o c i a l b l e m i s h e s . 

T h i s p h a s e i s c o m i n g t o a n e n d . T h e s o c i a l b l i n d e r s t h a t h a v e 

m a d e A m e r i c a u n a w a r e o f i t s s h o r t c o m i n g s h a v e b e e n r i p p e d o f f , 

a n d t h e p a i n f u l a w a r e n e s s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y ' s l i n g e r i n g i n a d e -

q u a c y h a s b e e n r e n d e r e d m o r e a c u t e b y t h e i n t e n s i t y a n d p a c e 

o f c h a n g e . I n a w o r d , A m e r i c a i s u n d e r g o i n g a n e w r e v o l u t i o n , 

w h o s e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e i s t h a t i t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y m a x i m i z e s 

A m e r i c a ' s p o t e n t i a l a s i t u n m a s k s i t s o b s o l e s c e n c e . 

I t i s e a s y t o p i n p o i n t t h e F r e n c h a n d t h e M e x i c a n r e v o l u -

t i o n s , o r t h e B o l s h e v i k , t h e C h i n e s e , a n d t h e C u b a n r e v o l u t i o n s . 

I t i s a l s o n o t d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y t h e f i r s t A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n . 

F r o m a c o l o n y t h a t r e v o l u t i o n c r e a t e d a n a t i o n ; i m p l i c i t t h o u g h 

s t r o n g l y f e l t b e l i e f s g a v e b i r t h t o a D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e 

a n d a C o n s t i t u t i o n , b o t h o f w h i c h a r t i c u l a t e d n o v e l p r i n c i p l e s 

o f p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l o r d e r . 

H i s t o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n b e c o m e s m o r e c o m p l e x w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h 

t h e s e c o n d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n . P r e c i s e l y w h e n d i d i t h a p p e n 

1. The Third American 
Revolution 
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a n d w h a t d i d i t d o ? T h o u g h t h a t r e v o l u t i o n c a n n o t b e p i n p o i n t e d 

w i t h t h e s a m e a c c u r a c y a s t h e first, i t i s a f a c t t h a t a n e s s e n t i a l l y 

r u r a l , p a r t i a l l y a r i s t o c r a t i c , a n d e v e n s l a v e - o w n i n g s o c i e t y w i t h a 

l i m i t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w a s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a n 

u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l n a t i o n 0 w h o s e r e l a t i v e l e g a l - p o l i t i c a l - s o c i a l 

e q u a l i t y e x t e n d e d — a t l e a s t i n f o r m — t o a l m o s t 9 0 p e r c e n t 

o f i t s p e o p l e a n d w h o s e p u b l i c e t h o s w a s d o m i n a t e d l a r g e l y b y 

w i d e s p r e a d a c c e p t a n c e o f s o c i a l w e l f a r e , e f f e c t e d t h r o u g h g o v e r n -

m e n t a l i n t e r v e n t i o n . T h u s , i t t o o w a s a r e a l r e v o l u t i o n , t h o u g h n o t 

a s c o n t a i n e d i n t i m e a s t h e first. I t t o o k t h e C i v i l W a r , t h e i n d u s -

t r i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y , t h e m a s s i v e i n f l u x o f i m m i g r a n t s , a n d , 

finally, t h e N e w D e a l t o t r a n s f o r m A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . T o c a l l i t a 

r e v o l u t i o n i s a d m i t t e d l y t o s t r e t c h t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f r e v o l u t i o n , b u t 

t h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t b o t h t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d t h e v a l u e s o f t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s w e r e t h e r e b y p r o f o u n d l y a l t e r e d i n a l i t t l e o v e r a 

c e n t u r y . 

T h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n i s e v e n h a r d e r t o d e f i n e , f o r w e 

a r e n o w i n t h e m i d d l e o f i t a n d t h u s c a n n o t b e c e r t a i n o f i t s o u t -

c o m e . I n o n e r e s p e c t , h o w e v e r , i t i s e a s i e r t o i d e n t i f y t h a n t h e 

s e c o n d , f o r i t s i m p a c t a n d i t s e f f e c t a r e m o r e c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t i m e . 

T h e t h i r d r e v o l u t i o n b e g a n g a t h e r i n g m o m e n t u m a f t e r W o r l d W a r 

I I , w i t h t h e m a s s i v e e n t r a n c e i n t o c o l l e g e s o f e x - G I s ; w i t h t h e c o n -

c o m i t a n t e x p l o s i o n i n h i g h e r l e a r n i n g a n d t h e g r o w i n g a c c e p t a n c e 

o f t h e s o c i a l p r i m a c y o f e d u c a t i o n ; w i t h t h e u n i o n o f n a t i o n a l 

p o w e r a n d m o d e r n s c i e n c e c r o w n e d b y t h e h a r n e s s i n g o f n u c l e a r 

e n e r g y a n d t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t e m e r g i n g a s a m a j o r s p o n s o r 

o f s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n ; w i t h t h e s u d d e n b i r t h o f r a p i d c o n t i -

n e n t a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , r a n g i n g f r o m t h e w o r l d ' s m o s t m o d e r n 

a n d d e v e l o p e d h i g h w a y s y s t e m , t h r o u g h r a p i d a i r p a s s e n g e r t r a n s -

p o r t , t o a u n i q u e l y e f f e c t i v e i n s t a n t t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t e l e p h o n e 

0 In 1800 the rural population of the United States accounted for about 94 
per cent of the total; in 1850, for approximately 85 per cent; in 1900, 60 
per cent; in 1950, 35 per cent. It is estimated that by the year 2000 the rural 
population will be approximately 50 million out of a total of 300 million, or 
17 per cent. In 1969, 73 per cent of all Americans lived on one per cent of 
the land (Time, January 24, 1969, pp. 18, 30-33) . 
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s y s t e m , a n d finally t o a n a t i o n - w i d e t e l e v i s i o n i n t i m a c y ; w i t h t h e 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n m a n a g e r i a l t e c h n i q u e s w r o u g h t b y t h e a p p e a r -

a n c e o f c o m p u t e r s a n d o t h e r e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e s t h a t c o n q u e r c o m -

p l e x i t y , d i s t a n c e , a n d e v e n t h e d i f f u s i o n o f a u t h o r i t y ; a n d w i t h t h e 

f a d i n g o f i n d u s t r y a s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e o f e m p l o y m e n t 

f o r m o s t A m e r i c a n s . P r o m p t e d b y t e c h n o l o g y a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y 

e l e c t r o n i c s , t h e t h i r d r e v o l u t i o n i s c h a n g i n g t h e b a s i c i n s t i t u t i o n s 

a n d v a l u e s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y a n d , a s w a s a l s o t h e c a s e w i t h t h e 

p r e c e d i n g r e v o l u t i o n s , i t i s e n c o u n t e r i n g r e s i s t a n c e , s t i m u l a t i n g 

v i o l e n c e , c a u s i n g a n x i e t y , a n d s t i r r i n g h o p e . 

I n t h e p r o c e s s , i t i s c r e a t i n g t h r e e A m e r i c a s i n o n e . T h e r e i s 

t h e e m e r g i n g n e w A m e r i c a s y m b o l i z e d b y t h e n e w c o m p l e x e s 

o f l e a r n i n g , r e s e a r c h , a n d d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t l i n k i n s t i t u t i o n s o f 

h i g h e r l e a r n i n g w i t h s o c i e t y a n d c r e a t e u n p r e c e d e n t e d o p p o r t u -

n i t i e s f o r i n n o v a t i o n a n d e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n , i n a d d i t i o n t o s p a r k i n g 

i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e fine a r t s a n d c u l t u r e , a s i s e v i d e n c e d b y 

n e w m u s e u m s a n d a r t c e n t e r s . T e c h n e t r o n i c A m e r i c a i s i n t h e 

e l e c t r o n i c s l a b o r a t o r i e s a n d c e n t e r s o f l e a r n i n g a l o n g R o u t e 1 2 8 

s u r r o u n d i n g B o s t o n , 2 i t i s i n t h e a c a d e m i c - s c i e n t i f i c c o n g l o m e r a t e s 

a r o u n d L o s A n g e l e s a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o ; a n d i t i s i n t h e n e w f r o n -

t i e r i n d u s t r i e s . T h e s u b u r b a n m i d d l e c l a s s i n c r e a s i n g l y g r a v i t a t e s 

t o w a r d t h i s A m e r i c a , t h o u g h f r e q u e n t l y r e s e n t i n g i t s s c i e n t i s m a n d 

n o s t a l g i c a l l y y e a r n i n g f o r m o r e c o m m u n i t y a n d s t a b i l i t y . 

I n d u s t r i a l A m e r i c a — t h e s e c o n d A m e r i c a — i s i n t h e e s t a b l i s h e d 

f a c t o r i e s a n d s t e e l m i l l s o f D e t r o i t a n d P i t t s b u r g h , w h o s e s k i l l e d 

b l u e - c o l l a r w o r k e r s a r e g r a d u a l l y f o r g e t t i n g t h e t r a u m a s o f t h e 

G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n a n d b e g i n n i n g t o e n j o y b o t h s e c u r i t y a n d l e i s u r e 

b u t a r e f e a r f u l l e s t t h e i r n e w s o c i a l p o s i t i o n b e t h r e a t e n e d f r o m 

b e l o w . F o r t h i s s e c o n d A m e r i c a l i v e s a l o n g s i d e t h e d e c a y i n g 

s l u m s o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l b i g c i t i e s , i n c r e a s i n g l y p o p u l a t e d b y a 

r a c i a l m i n o r i t y t h a t i s m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o a b s o r b b e c a u s e t h e s o -

c i e t y w a s l a t e i n d r a w i n g i t i n t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e . 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e i s t h e o r i g i n a l , t h e first A m e r i c a , t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 

A m e r i c a o f s h a r e c r o p p e r s a n d m i g r a n t w o r k e r s f r o m t h e M i s s i s -

s i p p i d e l t a a n d o f o b s o l e s c e n t m i n e r s f r o m A p p a l a c h i a , w h o s e i n -
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c o m e h a s f a l l e n b e h i n d t h e A m e r i c a n a v e r a g e . I n t h i s A m e r i c a 

a c c e s s t o e d u c a t i o n i s c o n s i d e r a b l y l e s s t h a n e l s e w h e r e i n t h e 

n a t i o n , a n d r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s o v e r t . 3 T h i s A m e r i c a i s s e e k -

i n g t o e n t e r b o t h t h e i n d u s t r i a l a n d t h e p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l a g e s , a n d t o 

d o s o i t m u s t o b t a i n t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e n e w A m e r i c a , w h o s e 

v a l u e s a n d c o n c e p t s i t o f t e n m i s t r u s t s a n d r a r e l y s h a r e s . 

T h e n e w A m e r i c a i s o n l y n o w t a k i n g s h a p e . " T o d a y , n o t o n l y 

d o e s a c h i l d f a c e a r a d i c a l r u p t u r e w i t h t h e p a s t , b u t h e m u s t b e 

t r a i n e d f o r a n u n k n o w n f u t u r e . A n d t h i s t a s k c o n f r o n t s t h e e n t i r e 

s o c i e t y a s w e l l . " 4 T h e c u r r e n t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l s o p o s e s p r o f o u n d 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e v e r y e s s e n c e o f s o c i a l e x i s t -

e n c e , s i n c e i t i s l a r g e l y d e r i v e d f r o m a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d e x p a n s i o n 

o f s c i e n t i f i c p o w e r o v e r b o t h m a n ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d m a n h i m -

s e l f . * S t u d i e s o f c h a n g e 5 c u m u l a t i v e l y r e i n f o r c e t h e p i c t u r e o f a 

s o c i e t y u n d e r g o i n g a f a r - r e a c h i n g , t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y i n d u c e d r e v o -

l u t i o n . 

The Pace and Thrust of Progress 

T h e f a c t s r e f l e c t i n g c h a n g e i n A m e r i c a a r e f a m i l i a r a n d t h e r e -

f o r e n e e d n o t b e r e l a t e d i n d e t a i l . T h e r e i s , first o f a l l , t h e m a s s i v e 

e x p a n s i o n i n t h e s e c t o r o f s o c i e t y c o n c e r n e d w i t h s c i e n c e a n d 

k n o w l e d g e . T h i s m e a n s a s i g n i f i c a n t g r o w t h — m o r e r a p i d t h a n 

t h a t i n t h e o t h e r s e c t o r s — i n t h e n u m b e r o f s c i e n t i s t s , c o l l e g e s t u -

d e n t s , a n d , o f c o u r s e , t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t n u r t u r e t h e m . f A s a 

0 The discussion in the first section of Part I of this book is particularly 
relevant to understanding contemporary America, since it deals with the basic 
differences between an industrial and a technetronic society, 
t The scale of that change can be illustrated by a few figures. College en-
rollments increased by 45 per cent in the years 1964-1969. In 1965 more 
than 50 per cent of all adults were high-school graduates; in 1900 the cor-
responding figure was only one per cent! (For background data, see A. J. 
Marrow, D. G. Bowers, S. E. Seashore, Management by Participation, New 
York, 1967.) The number of teachers increased from about 1.3 million in 
*954 to about 2.1 million a decade later; the number of engineers grew from 
about half a million to almost a million. An OECD study of American sci-
ence estimates that between 1963 and 1970 the scientific population of the 
United States will have grown from 2.7 million to 4 million, with doctorates 
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r e s u l t , t h e u n i v e r s i t y h a s e m e r g e d a s t h e c r e a t i v e c o r e o f t h e m a s -

s i v e l e a r n i n g - c o m m u n i c a t i o n s c o m p l e x , t h e s o u r c e o f m u c h d o m e s -

t i c a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r a t e g i c i n n o v a t i o n . I n s o c i a l p r e s t i g e a n d 

i n f l u e n c e , t h e u n i v e r s i t y i s d i s p l a c i n g t h e e q u i v a l e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s 

o f t h e m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l A m e r i c a : t h e c h u r c h a n d b i g b u s i n e s s . 

T h e e m p h a s i s o n s c i e n c e a n d l e a r n i n g g o e s h a n d i n h a n d w i t h 

t h e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f t e c h n i q u e s a n d t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f n e w 

t e a c h i n g , m a n a g e r i a l , c o m p u t i n g , a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s d e v i c e s , 

w h i c h a r e a l t e r i n g e s t a b l i s h e d p r a c t i c e s a n d c h a n g i n g t h e m e t h -

o d s u s e d t o s t o r e a n d r e t r i e v e a c c u m u l a t e d k n o w l e d g e . A n a t i o n a l 

i n f o r m a t i o n g r i d t h a t w i l l i n t e g r a t e e x i s t i n g e l e c t r o n i c d a t a b a n k s 

i s a l r e a d y b e i n g d e v e l o p e d 6 t o p o o l t h e n a t i o n s a c c u m u l a t e d 

k n o w l e d g e . I n c r e a s i n g l y s w a m p e d l i b r a r i e s m a y s o o n find r e l i e f 

b y s h i f t i n g t o t h e u l t r a m i c r o f i c h e t e c h n i q u e , p i o n e e r e d b y N A S A , 

b y w h i c h a t w o - t h o u s a n d - p a g e b o o k c a n b e r e d u c e d t o a t r a n s -

p a r e n c y s m a l l e r t h a n t h e a v e r a g e b o o k p a g e ; t h i s w i l l m a k e i t 

f e a s i b l e f o r e v e r y s m a l l c o l l e g e t o p o s s e s s a l i b r a r y i n f e r i o r t o 

n o n e . 7 T h o u g h A m e r i c a n e d u c a t i o n a l t h e o r i s t s d i s a g r e e a b o u t t h e 

d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m s c a n a d a p t t h e n e w t e c h -

n i q u e s , t h e i r d e b a t e s r e v e a l t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t e c h n i c a l a s s i m i l a -

t i o n r a t h e r t h a n p h i l o s o p h i c a l i s s u e s d o m i n a t e s t h e i r t h i n k i n g . 8 

C o n t e m p o r a r y b u s i n e s s p u t s a s i m i l a r p r e m i u m o n k n o w l e d g e 

a n d t h e r a p i d a d a p t a t i o n o f n e w t e c h n i q u e s . T h i s r e q u i r e s t h e 

p o o l i n g o f r e s o u r c e s , a n d c o l l e c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e f f o r t s , t h e 

f r e q u e n t a n d s y s t e m a t i c r e t r a i n i n g o f t o p p e r s o n n e l , a n d a c l o s e 

t i e w i t h t h e c e n t e r s o f k n o w l e d g e . L i n e a r p r o g r a m m i n g , a s y s t e m s 

a p p r o a c h t o p r o b l e m s , c o o r d i n a t e d t e a m w o r k , a n d a h i g h l y s o -

in science increasing from 96,000 to 153,000 and those in engineering from 
10,000 to 17,000. In 1869-1870, roughly at the beginning of America's in-
dustrial revolution, the number of all degrees awarded by institutions of 
higher learning was just under 10,000; in 1889-1890 it was 17,000; in 
i939~1940> 216,000; a decade later it was 497,000; and in 1963-1964, 614,-
000. In the past twenty years investments in research and development have 
increased fifteenfold, expenditures in education sixfold, while the GNP has 
tripled (see Daniel Bell, "The Measurement of Knowledge and Technology," 
pp. 201, 206, 228; and Reviews of National Science Policy: United States, 
OECD, pp. 45, 54). 



The Third American Revolution { 203 

p h i s t i c a t e d a t t i t u d e t o w a r d h u m a n r e l a t i o n s a n d l a b o r p s y c h o l o g y 

a r e b e c o m i n g t h e d o m i n a n t f e a t u r e s o f m a n a g e r i a l p r o c e s s e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o L a w r e n c e A p p l e y , c h a i r m a n o f t h e A m e r i c a n M a n -

a g e m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e n u m b e r o f m a n a g e r s i n v o l v e d i n p r o -

f e s s i o n a l m a n a g e m e n t s o c i e t i e s a n d w o r k i n g w i t h m a n a g e m e n t 

c o n s u l t a n t s h a s r i s e n f r o m t e n t h o u s a n d i n 1 9 4 8 t o o v e r s i x h u n -

d r e d t h o u s a n d i n 1 9 6 2 . 9 O p e r a t i o n a l l y , b u s i n e s s l e s s a n d l e s s 

r e s e m b l e s a p o l i t i c a l h i e r a r c h y o r a p e r s o n a l fiefdom; i t i s i n c r e a s -

i n g l y s i m i l a r t o a s y s t e m a t i c s c i e n t i f i c u n d e r t a k i n g t h a t n o t o n l y 

p r o d u c e s w h a t i s k n o w n b u t s y s t e m a t i c a l l y s e e k s t o e x p l o r e w h a t 

i s t o c o m e . * 

I n s u m m a r i z i n g t h e s o c i a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n w r o u g h t b y t e c h -

n o l o g y , D a n i e l B e l l l i s t e d five k e y a r e a s o f c h a n g e : " ( 1 ) B y 

p r o d u c i n g m o r e g o o d s a t l e s s c o s t , t e c h n o l o g y h a s b e e n t h e c h i e f 

e n g i n e o f r a i s i n g t h e l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s o f t h e w o r l d . . . . ( 2 ) 

* "The new style of dealing with the future has no accepted, inclusive name, 
but the names of its more highly developed techniques have become familiar 
in the last ten years to most businessmen, government officials, military offi-
cers, scientists, and technicians. The techniques themselves, which are apt to 
be called 'systems analysis' or 'systems planning/ are now widely used both 
with and without the help of computers. 'Cost-benefit' or 'cost-effectiveness' 
analysis is a major ingredient of the new techniques; this involves ways of 
arraying ends and means so that decision makers have clearer ideas of the 
choices open to them and better ways of measuring results against both 
expectations and objectives. 

"Among characteristics of the new pattern are these: (1) A more open 
and deliberate attention to the selection of ends toward which planned 
action is directed, and an effort to improve planning by sharpening the 
definition of ends. (2 ) A more systematic advance comparison of means by 
criteria derived from the ends selected. (3 ) A more candid and effective 
assessment of results, usually including a system of keeping track of progress 
toward interim goals. Along with this goes a 'market-like' sensitivity to 
changing values and evolving ends. (4 ) An effort, often intellectually stren-
uous, to mobilize science and other specialized knowledge into a flexible 
framework of information and decision so that specific responsibilities can be 
assigned to the points of greatest competence. (5 ) An emphasis on infor-
mation, prediction, and persuasion, rather than on coercive or authoritarian 
power, as the main agents of coordinating the separate elements of an effort. 
(6 ) An increased capability of predicting the combined effect of several 
lines of simultaneous action on one another; this can modify policy so as 
to reduce unwanted consequences or it can generate other lines of action to 
correct or compensate for such predicted consequences" (Max Ways, "The 
Road to 1977/' Fortune, January 1967, pp. 94-95) . 
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T e c h n o l o g y h a s c r e a t e d a n e w c l a s s , h i t h e r t o u n k n o w n i n s o c i e t y , 

o f t h e e n g i n e e r a n d t h e t e c h n i c i a n . . . . ( 3 ) T e c h n o l o g y h a s 

c r e a t e d a n e w d e f i n i t i o n o f r a t i o n a l i t y , a n e w m o d e o f t h o u g h t , 

w h i c h e m p h a s i z e s f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e q u a n t i t a t i v e . . . . 

( 4 ) T h e r e v o l u t i o n s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n , a s a 

c o n s e q u e n c e o f t e c h n o l o g y , h a v e c r e a t e d n e w e c o n o m i c i n t e r -

d e p e n d e n c i e s a n d n e w s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n s . . . . ( 5 ) E s t h e t i c p e r -

c e p t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o f s p a c e a n d t i m e , h a v e b e e n r a d i c a l l y 

a l t e r e d . " 1 0 

T o t h e s e s h o u l d b e a d d e d t h e n e w s e n s e o f s e l f - a w a r e n e s s 

i n d u c e d b y s o c i e t y ' s i n c r e a s i n g a b i l i t y t o s e e i t s e l f i n t h e m i r r o r 

p r o v i d e d b y t e l e v i s i o n , b u t t r e s s e d b y i n c r e a s e d r e l i a n c e o n s t a t i s -

t i c a l a n a l y s i s , * a n d i n t e n s i f i e d b y a s y s t e m a t i c p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h 

m a n a g i n g n o t o n l y t h e p r e s e n t b u t t h e f u t u r e . M o r e o v e r , f o r p e r -

h a p s t h e first t i m e i n i t s h i s t o r y A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y i s b e g i n n i n g t o 

a c q u i r e a n a t i o n a l o u t l o o k o n s u c h m a t t e r s a s r a c e a n d p o v e r t y ; 

h e n c e , i n a d e q u a c i e s i n o n e s e c t o r a r e n o l o n g e r a m a t t e r o f r e l a -

t i v e i n d i f f e r e n c e t o a n o t h e r r e g i o n o r c l a s s o r m i n o r i t y . A l l t h i s 

p r o m p t s a m o r e d e l i b e r a t e , l e s s h a p h a z a r d e f f o r t t o i d e n t i f y 

s o c i a l i n a d e q u a c i e s , a n d i t t h e r e b y l i n k s m o r a l o u t r a g e a t s o c i a l 

i n j u s t i c e w i t h a m o r e o p e r a t i o n a l p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h i m p r o v i n g 

o v e r - a l l s o c i a l p e r f o r m a n c e . M a n ' s i n h u m a n i t y t o m a n w a s c e r -

t a i n l y e a s i e r t o a c c e p t i n a s e t t i n g i n w h i c h h u m a n r e l a t i o n s w e r e 

d i s t a n t , c l a s s i n t e r e s t s w e r e c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d , a n d s o c i a l c o n -

s c i e n c e w a s r a r e l y a r o u s e d b y v i s i b l e i n j u s t i c e . 

T h e c o n s e q u e n c e i s n o t o n l y u n d e n i a b l y r a p i d p r o g r e s s i n m a n y 

a r e a s a n d i n c r e a s e d s o c i a l a w a r e n e s s o f e x i s t i n g f a i l i n g s , b u t a l s o 

t h e i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f o l d p r o b l e m s a n d t h e p o s i n g o f n e w c h a l -

l e n g e s . T h e e c o n o m i c b a s e t h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h e a v e r a g e A m e r i -

c a n ' s m a t e r i a l l o t h a s e x p a n d e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s a t a p a c e t h a t 

m a k e s t h e A m e r i c a n p e r - c a p i t a G N P i n c r e a s e a t a r a t e g r e a t e r 

t h a n t h a t e n j o y e d e i t h e r b y o t h e r a d v a n c e d s o c i e t i e s o r b y t h o s e 

* It is useful to recall that a century ago a citizen would rarely, if ever, see 
the charts, graphs, and tables that a contemporary American reads almost 
daily in his press and that are a standard feature of any report or study. 
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t h a t a r e b e c o m i n g s o . 1 1 T h i s c h a n g e h a s b e e n a c c o m p a n i e d i n t h e 

y e a r s 1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 7 b y s i g n i f i c a n t , a n d e v e n a c c e l e r a t i n g , s h i f t s i n 

i n c o m e d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d i n p a t t e r n s o f e m p l o y m e n t ( s e e T a b l e s 

1 1 a n d 1 2 ) . T h e s e s h i f t s i n d i c a t e t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e m i d d l e 

l e v e l s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y , a d e v e l o p m e n t n o t o n l y s y m p t o m a t i c 

o f g r e a t e r s o c i a l e g a l i t a r i a n i s m b u t a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e l e v a n t t o 

t h e p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e c u r r e n t A m e r i c a n t r a n s i t i o n ( o n w h i c h 

TABLE 11 . CHANGES IN INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND IN EMPLOYMENT 

Percentage of 
Families with 
Income of: 

1959-1963 1963-1967 
1959 1963 Change 1967 Change 

Over $15,000 3-1 5 4 + 2 3 1 2 . 2 + 6 . 8 
$ 5 0 0 0 - $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 52.3 58.3 + 6 . 0 6 2 . 7 + 4 . 4 
Under $5000 4 4 . 6 3 6 . 2 - 8 . 4 25.1 — 11.1 

Based on "Consumer Income," Current Population Reports, Department of 
Commerce, August 5, 1968, pp. 2-7. The data in this table are based on in-
come only, prior to deductions for taxes. However, the report states, "Even 
after allowance for changes in consumer prices, family income has risen by 

to 4 percent in each of the last 4 years" (p. 1). 

TABLE 12. CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT IN PERCENTAGES 

White-Collar Blue-Collar Service Farm 
1 9 5 8 4 2 . 6 3 7 . 1 1 1 . 9 8 . 5 
1 9 6 7 4 6 . 0 3 6 . 7 1 2 . 5 4 . 8 

Source: Manpower Report of the President, Department of Labor, Washing-
ton, D.C., April 1968, p. 232. 

m o r e l a t e r ) . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e o v e r - a l l p e r c e n t a g e s , n o t e s h o u l d 

b e t a k e n o f t h e f a c t t h a t a s o f t h e e n d o f t h e 1 9 6 0 s A m e r i c a n s 

o w n e d c l o s e t o 7 0 m i l l i o n a u t o m o b i l e s , t h a t 9 5 p e r c e n t o f A m e r i -

c a n h o u s e h o l d s h a d a t l e a s t o n e t e l e v i s i o n s e t a n d 2 5 p e r c e n t h a d 

a t l e a s t t w o , a n d t h a t o v e r 6 0 p e r c e n t o f A m e r i c a n f a m i l i e s o w n e d 

t h e i r o w n h o m e s . 1 2 D e s p i t e t h e i n d i s p u t a b l e p e r s i s t e n c e o f p o v e r t y 

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y i s a c h i e v i n g a n u n p r e c e -

d e n t e d a f f l u e n c e t h a t t o u c h e s a l l c l a s s e s . 

T h a t p o v e r t y b e s e t s m i l l i o n s o f A m e r i c a n s h a s b e e n a m p l y 

d o c u m e n t e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s , a n d t h e m a j o r i t y ' s i n d i f f e r e n c e t o 



l 9 8 } IV: The American Transition 

t h i s p r o b l e m h a s b e e n a t l e a s t s o m e w h a t s h a k e n . T h e p o v e r t y l i n e 

w a s i n i t i a l l y d e f i n e d , b y a r b i t r a r y a n d v e r y b r o a d a p p r o x i m a t i o n , 

a s i n c o m e l e s s t h a n $ 3 0 0 0 p e r a n n u m f o r a f a m i l y o f f o u r , o r $ 1 5 0 0 

f o r a n i n d i v i d u a l . T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t s u c h a l e v e l i n v o l v e s 

a c u t e h a r d s h i p f o r m o s t , a n d e v e n m a l n u t r i t i o n f o r m a n y , b u t 

e v e n m o r e d e b i l i t a t i n g i s t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e n s e o f d e p r i v a t i o n 

i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e s o c i e t y ' s o v e r - a l l w e a l t h . * N o n e t h e l e s s , h e r e 

t o o t h e p a c e o f e c o n o m i c g r o w t h , c o m b i n e d w i t h m o r e d e l i b e r a t e 

e f f o r t s , h a s b r o u g h t p r o g r e s s : f r o m 1 9 6 1 t o 1 9 6 9 t h e g r o u p b e l o w 

t h e p o v e r t y l i n e — a s d e f i n e d b y t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

a n d t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e r i s e i n p r i c e s — d r o p p e d f r o m 2 2 p e r 

c e n t t o 1 3 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 1 3 M o r e o v e r , a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e C o u n c i l o f E c o n o m i c A d v i s o r s ' R e p o r t o f e a r l y 1 9 6 9 , i f 1 9 6 1 -

1 9 6 8 r a t e s i n r e d u c i n g t h e n u m b e r o f p o o r p e r s o n s a r e c o n t i n u e d , 

" p o v e r t y " w i l l b e e n t i r e l y e l i m i n a t e d i n t e n y e a r s ; i f t h e 1 9 6 8 

r a t e s a r e c o n t i n u e d , i t w i l l d i s a p p e a r i n a l i t t l e o v e r five y e a r s a t 

a c o s t o f $ 9 . 7 b i l l i o n a n n u a l l y ( o n e p e r c e n t o f t h e G N P a n d 5 

p e r c e n t o f t h e f e d e r a l b u d g e t ) . 

P o v e r t y h a s p l a g u e d p a r t i c u l a r l y , b u t n o t e x c l u s i v e l y , t h e b l a c k 

A m e r i c a n s , I n 1 9 6 6 t h e i r n a t i o n - w i d e m e d i a n i n c o m e w a s o n l y 

5 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e m e d i a n i n c o m e o f w h i t e s ; b y 1 9 6 8 t h i s h a d 

g r o w n t o 6 0 p e r c e n t . 1 4 B l a c k s a r e t h e p r i n c i p a l v i c t i m s o f p o o r 

h o u s i n g , p o o r s c h o o l i n g , a n d u n e m p l o y m e n t . T h e u r b a n s l u m s , 

i n h a b i t e d b y a m u c h g r e a t e r p e r c e n t a g e o f b l a c k s t h a n w h i t e s 

( a n d b l a c k s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o d a y a r e m o r e h i g h l y u r b a n i z e d 

t h a n w h i t e s ) , i m p o s e l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s r e m i n i s c e n t o f t h e w o r s t 

p h a s e s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n — a n d a l l t h e m o r e i n t o l e r a b l e b e c a u s e 

t h e y a r e n o l o n g e r a p a r t o f e c o n o m i c g r o w t h b u t a v e s t i g i a l r e -

m i n d e r o f a n a g e w h i c h A m e r i c a i s i n c r e a s i n g l y l e a v i n g b e h i n d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , h e r e t o o e c o n o m i c g r o w t h a n d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 

* It is this psychological dimension that some foreign commentators neglect 
when they comment, with a touch of envy, on the United States' definition 
of poverty. For example, . . America draws its poverty line at levels that 
would be considered generous abroad. Amid all the sad statistics poured 
forth about the ghettos, it is worth remembering that in 1967 some 88 per 
cent of all black American families had a television set" ("The Neurotic Tril-
lionaire," The Economist, special issue, May 10, 1969, p. 51). 
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n e w s o c i a l v a l u e s m a k e a c c e l e r a t i n g p r o g r e s s v i s i b l e . T h e o b v i o u s 

b r e a k t h r o u g h s h a v e b e e n o n t h e l e g a l l e v e l o f c i v i l r i g h t s , e s p e -

c i a l l y i n e d u c a t i o n a n d h o u s i n g , b u t t h e y h a v e a l s o t a k e n p l a c e 

o n t h e e c o n o m i c l e v e l . I n 1 9 6 1 , 5 6 p e r c e n t o f A m e r i c a n b l a c k s 

w e r e c l a s s i f i e d a s p o o r , b u t b y 1 9 6 9 t h e figure h a d d r o p p e d t o 3 3 

p e r c e n t ; i n 1 9 5 6 , o n l y 9 p e r c e n t o f N e g r o f a m i l i e s h a d i n c o m e s 

o f m o r e t h a n $ 7 0 0 0 , b u t b y 1 9 6 8 t h i s h a d g r o w n t o 2 8 p e r c e n t , 

a n d t h e m e d i a n i n c o m e o f a b l a c k f a m i l y w a s $ 5 3 6 0 . 1 5 B e t w e e n 

i 9 6 0 a n d 1 9 6 6 t h e n u m b e r o f b l a c k s i n p r o f e s s i o n a l , t e c h n i c a l , a n d 

m a n a g e r i a l j o b s d o u b l e d , a n d s u b s t a n d a r d h o u s i n g o c c u p i e d b y 

b l a c k s d r o p p e d f r o m 4 0 p e r c e n t i n i 9 6 0 t o 2 4 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 6 8 . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a G a l l u p p o l l , b e t w e e n 1 9 6 3 a n d 1 9 6 9 t h e n u m b e r 

o f b l a c k s e x p r e s s i n g s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r j o b s i n c r e a s e d f r o m 5 4 

p e r c e n t t o 7 6 p e r c e n t , a n d t h e n u m b e r o f t h o s e b l a c k s s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h t h e i r h o u s i n g r o s e f r o m 4 3 p e r c e n t t o 5 0 p e r c e n t . 1 6 

E x t e n s i v e c h a n g e i s a l s o t a k i n g p l a c e i n A m e r i c a ' s o v e r - a l l c u l -

t u r a l l i f e . I n c r e a s e d e d u c a t i o n , g r e a t e r l e i s u r e , a n d p e r h a p s a n 

u n c o n s c i o u s r e a c t i o n t o t h e d a n g e r t h a t t e c h n o l o g y c o u l d b r e e d 

c u l t u r a l e m p t i n e s s h a v e l e d t o a h e i g h t e n e d i n t e r e s t i n m u s i c , 

d r a m a , a n d t h e v i s u a l a r t s . T h i s h a s n o t o n l y i n v o l v e d a s p u r t i n 

t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r t c e n t e r s a n d r e n e w e d l i f e f o r A m e r i c a n 

m u s e u m s b u t h a s a l s o l e d t o t h e e x t e n s i v e a d o p t i o n o f n e w t e c h -

n i q u e s — s u c h a s v i d e o t a p e o r s t e r e o p h o n i c s o u n d — t o m a k e 

e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e i n t h e h o m e c u l t u r a l p l e a s u r e s t h a t p r e v i o u s l y 

r e q u i r e d a g r e a t e x p e n d i t u r e o f t i m e a n d m o n e y . I n a d d i t i o n , 

c l o s e d - c i r c u i t t e l e v i s i o n h a s o p e n e d u p n e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r b o t h 

l o c a l a n d e v e n h o m e - b a s e d u n i v e r s i t y - o r m u s e u m - s p o n s o r e d 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C u l t u r e a n d e d u c a t i o n h a v e t h e r e f o r e c e a s e d t o 

b e a r i s t o c r a t i c p r i v i l e g e s ; t h e y h a v e i n c r e a s i n g l y b e c o m e a n o p t i o n 

a v a i l a b l e t o m o r e a n d m o r e A m e r i c a n s — a s w e l l a s a s o m e t i m e s 

o s t e n t a t i o u s s y m b o l o f n e w o p u l e n c e . 

E c o n o m i c p r o g r e s s a n d e l e v a t e d s o c i a l e x p e c t a t i o n s h a v e p r e -

c i p i t a t e d a n i n f l u x i n t o c o l l e g e s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s o f l a r g e n u m b e r s 

o f y o u n g p e o p l e f r o m f a m i l i e s w i t h n o p r e v i o u s b a c k g r o u n d o f 

h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . O f t h e s o m e 4 . 3 m i l l i o n f a m i l y - s u p p o r t e d c o l -

l e g e s t u d e n t s i n 1 9 6 6 , 6 3 p e r c e n t c a m e f r o m h o m e s i n w h i c h t h e 
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h e a d o f t h e f a m i l y h a d n e v e r c o m p l e t e d a s i n g l e y e a r i n c o l l e g e . 

M o r e s t r i k i n g s t i l l i s t h e f a c t t h a t 3 0 p e r c e n t , o r a l m o s t o n e - h a l f 

o f t h e a b o v e 6 3 p e r c e n t , c a m e f r o m h o m e s i n w h i c h t h e h e a d 

o f t h e f a m i l y h a d n o t h a d e v e n f o u r y e a r s o f h i g h s c h o o l . 1 7 D u r i n g 
1 9 6 3 - i 9 f > 9 t h e n u m b e r o f m a l e b l a c k s w h o h a d c o m p l e t e d a h i g h -

s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n i n c r e a s e d f r o m 3 6 t o 6 0 p e r c e n t ; t h e n u m b e r o f 

t h o s e w h o h a d o b t a i n e d c o l l e g e d e g r e e s a l m o s t d o u b l e d i n j u s t 

t w o y e a r s , f r o m 4 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 6 3 t o 7 . 5 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 6 5 . 1 8 A s o f 

t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , 8 3 p e r c e n t o f s i x t e e n - t o s e v e n t e e n - y e a r - o l d b l a c k 

A m e r i c a n s w e r e s t i l l i n s c h o o l , a n d t h e p r o p o r t i o n g o i n g t o c o l l e g e 

w a s h i g h e r t h a n t h a t f o r t h e s a m e a g e b r a c k e t i n W e s t e r n E u -

r o p e . 1 9 

T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n h a s b e c o m e t h e m o s t 

i m p o r t a n t m e a n s o f s o c i a l a d v a n c e m e n t i n A m e r i c a , t h e a b o v e 

figures a r e e v i d e n c e o f p o t e n t i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t u p w a r d m o v e m e n t . 0 

T h u s , a s o f 1 9 6 9 s o m e 3 7 p e r c e n t o f a l l c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s c a m e 

f r o m b l u e - c o l l a r , s e r v i c e , o r f a r m f a m i l i e s . 2 0 E d u c a t i o n a l b a c k -

g r o u n d a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l - s c i e n t i f i c a c h i e v e m e n t a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y b e -

c o m i n g t h e m e a s u r e o f s o c i a l w o r t h . T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s o f p a r -

t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e t o r a c e r e l a t i o n s . N e i t h e r t h e h u c k s t e r s s h o r t 

c u t n o r t h e H o r a t i o A l g e r s t o r y o f f e r s m u c h i n c e n t i v e o r p r o m i s e 

t o m i l l i o n s o f y o u n g b l a c k s , b u t m a s s e d u c a t i o n , c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e 

e c o n o m y ' s e x p a n d e d n e e d s , d o e s p r o v i d e a w i d e c h a n n e l f o r s a t i s -

f y i n g i n d i v i d u a l a m b i t i o n s o n a s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t s c a l e . E d u c a -

t i o n c o u l d t h e r e f o r e s e r v e a s t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r a t t a i n i n g 

a s o c i a l l y e g a l i t a r i a n a n d p o l i t i c a l l y d e m o c r a t i c m u l t i - r a c i a l s o -

c i e t y . T h e a t t a i n m e n t o f s u c h a s o c i e t y w o u l d b e a h i s t o r i c v i c t o r y 

* One related and intriguing aspect of this development is the increasing 
entrance into the country's political elite of previously nonparticipating ethnic 
and racial groups. Jews, Negroes, Italians, and, to a lesser extent, Poles and 
Greeks, have been making an appearance in the national government on 
levels and on a scale previously rarely attained by non-" WASPS." While 
precise statistics are not available, these new "elites"—whose Americanism 
is sometimes as intense as it is new—may have had something to do with the 
reappearance of the activist, nationalist, dynamic orientation noted by David 
Riesman in his "Some Questions about the Study of American National 
Character in the Twentieth Century," Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, March 1967, especially p. 47. 
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f o r m a n k i n d , f o r t h e b r u t a l f a c t i s t h a t r a c e r e l a t i o n s a r e m o s t 

vulnerable t o t h e i r r a t i o n a l f o r c e s o f h u m a n m o t i v a t i o n : t h e v i s u a l , 

i n s t i n c t i v e , e x c l u s i v i s t i c s e l e c t i o n t h a t o p e r a t e s a l m o s t a u t o m a t i -

c a l l y o n t h e r a c i a l f r o n t . 

The Uncertainty of Progress 

B u t i t m u s t i m m e d i a t e l y b e a d d e d t h a t b e f o r e A m e r i c a f u l l y 

b e c o m e s s u c h a s o c i e t y — i n d e e d , i n o r d e r f o r i t t o b e c o m e s u c h 

a s o c i e t y — t h e u n a s s i m i l a t e d l e g a c y o f i n d u s t r i a l A m e r i c a a s w e l l 

a s t h e u n u s u a l p r o b l e m s i n h e r e n t i n t h e A m e r i c a n t r a n s i t i o n t o a 

t e c h n e t r o n i c s o c i e t y m u s t first b e s u r m o u n t e d . T h e i n i t i a l l y r e -

l u c t a n t b u t i n c r e a s i n g l y w i d e s p r e a d s o c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e f a c t 

t h a t t h e p a s t h a s s t i l l t o b e s e t t l e d w i t h e v e n w h i l e t h e n e w i s 

b e i n g h a r n e s s e d h a s c r e a t e d a n i n f l a m m a b l e s i t u a t i o n t h a t h a s 

a l r e a d y t a k e n i t s t o l l a n d c o u l d g r o w w o r s e . 

A n e c o n o m i c r e c e s s i o n t h w a r t i n g a r o u s e d h o p e s w o u l d h a v e 

e s p e c i a l l y c a l a m i t o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r t h e s t a b i l i t y o f t h e A m e r i -

c a n s o c i a l o r d e r . M u c h c l e a r l y d e p e n d s o n t h e e x p a n d i n g e c o n o -

m y ' s c a p a c i t y t o a b s o r b a n d a m e l i o r a t e e x i s t i n g t e n s i o n s . E c o n o m i c 

g r o w t h a t a r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e a n d h i g h r a t e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

t h r e e a n d a h a l f p e r c e n t p e r a n n u m , a l l o w i n g f o r a n n u a l v a r i a -

t i o n s , s e e m s t o b e t h e sine qua non f o r t h e c o n t i n u e d e v o l u t i o n 

o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y t o w a r d a s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h l i b e r t y a n d e q u a l -

i t y w i l l b u t t r e s s b u t n o t v i t i a t e o n e a n o t h e r . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t r u e o f p o v e r t y a n d r a c e r e l a t i o n s , i n w h i c h e v e n s o c i a l g o o d w i l l 

w i l l b e p o w e r l e s s t o a c c o m p l i s h m u c h i n t h e e v e n t o f a s i g n i f i c a n t 

e c o n o m i c s l o w d o w n . T h e first v i c t i m s o f a r e c e s s i o n w i l l b e t h e 

p o o r a n d t h e b l a c k s , w h o a l w a y s a b s o r b a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e 

a m o u n t o f t h e s u f f e r i n g , o w i n g t o e c o n o m i c m a l f u n c t i o n . ® 

Unfortunately, it is not even certain that the relatively strong 
pace of economic growth in the 1960s will suffice to liquidate the 

* The 3.2 per cent unemployment figure at the end of 1968 meant that 21.5 
per cent of all black teen-agers were unemployed (for whites the correspond-
ing figure was 11.6 per cent); and that 3.4 per cent of black men were 
without jobs (for whites the figure was 1.6 per cent). 
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u n f i n i s h e d b u s i n e s s o f A m e r i c a ' s i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , b o t h i n a b s o l u t e 

t e r m s o r r e l a t i v e t o t h e g r o w t h o f s o c i e t y a t l a r g e . 0 I n d e e d , w h a t 

a m o u n t s t o t h e c o e x i s t e n c e o f t w o r a t h e r s e p a r a t e A m e r i c a n e c o n -

o m i e s — t h e l a g g i n g a n d e v e n d e c a y i n g i n d u s t r i a l e c o n o m y ( i n -

c r e a s i n g l y e x p o s e d t o m o r e e f f e c t i v e f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n , h i g h l y 

v u l n e r a b l e t o c y c l i c a l s w i n g s , a n d e m p l o y i n g t h e p o o r e r a n d l e s s 

s k i l l e d w o r k e r s ) a n d t h e e x p a n d i n g t e c h n e t r o n i c e c o n o m y ( b a s e d 

o n a e r o s p a c e a n d o t h e r f r o n t i e r i n d u s t r i e s a n d e m p l o y i n g t h e 

b e t t e r - t r a i n e d , b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d , a n d b e t t e r - p a i d w o r k e r s ) — h a s 

m a d e t h e a s s i m i l a t i o n a n d u p g r a d i n g o f t h e p o o r e r s e g m e n t s o f 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y m o r e d i f f i c u l t . 

T h i s g a p i s c o m p l i c a t i n g t h e e f f o r t s t o c r e a t e a r a c i a l h a r m o n y 

b a s e d o n b o t h l i b e r t y a n d e q u a l i t y . T h e N e g r o s h o u l d h a v e b e e n 

i n t e g r a t e d i n t o A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y during t h e A m e r i c a n i n d u s t r i a l 

r e v o l u t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t r e v o l u t i o n c a m e b e f o r e A m e r i c a , 

i f n o t t h e N e g r o , w a s r e a d y f o r f u l l i n t e g r a t i o n . I f t h e b l a c k A m e r -

i c a n h a d r e p r e s e n t e d o n l y a n e c o n o m i c l e g a c y o f t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 

a g e , p e r h a p s h e c o u l d h a v e b e e n m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y i n t e g r a t e d i n t o 

t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e . B u t r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e k e p t h i m f r o m a c q u i r i n g 

t h e n e c e s s a r y s k i l l s . T h e p r o b l e m i s c u m u l a t i v e , a n d t o d a y t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d A m e r i c a n u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l r e g i o n s a r e finding i t 

d i f f i c u l t t o i n t e g r a t e b l a c k s — b o t h a r a c i a l m i n o r i t y a n d A m e r i c a ' s 

o n l y f e u d a l l e g a c y — p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e s e r e g i o n s a r e m o v i n g 

i n t o a n e w a n d m o r e c o m p l e x p h a s e t h a t r e q u i r e s m o r e d e v e l o p e d 

s o c i a l s k i l l s . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , i t c a n b e a r g u e d t h a t t h e S o u t h t o d a y 

* With a 4 per cent growth in GNP (in constant dollars, which is higher 
than the average growth since i960) , there are likely to be close to 17 
million in poor households in 1974 compared to 26 million in 1967. Of these, 
more than 4 million will be families headed by non-aged working males com-
pared to 10 million in 1967" (Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, Toward a Social Report, Washington, D.C., p. 47) . 

"In 1947 the poorest 20 per cent of the population received 5 per cent of 
the income, and it held this same 5 per cent share in 1964. . . . The second 
lowest fifth got 12 per cent in 1947 and 12 per cent in 1964. In short, 40 
per cent of the American people were held to a 17 per cent share of the 
income throughout the entire postwar period. The 5 per cent at the top got 
about the same proportion as that 40 per cent" (Michael Harrington, Toward 
a Democratic Left, New York, 1968, p. 26). 
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stands a better long-range chance of fully integrating the blacks: 
American consciousness is changing, the black has awakened, and 
the American South is beginning to move into the industrial age. 
It might, if it moves rapidly enough, take the black along with 
it.21 

T h e l a r g e r q u e s t i o n s t i l l r e m a i n s : W i l l t h e p a c e o f d e v e l o p m e n t 

b e r a p i d e n o u g h t o m e e t t h e c h a l l e n g e p o s e d b y t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s 

a n d m u t u a l l y r e i n f o r c i n g p r o c e s s e s s e t i n a c t i o n b y t h e b l a c k 

A m e r i c a n s a w a k e n i n g a n d b y h i s d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t w i t h t h e A m e r i -

c a n s y s t e m ? N u m e r o u s p u b l i c - o p i n i o n p o l l s r e c o r d t h e b l a c k ' s 

g r o w i n g c o n v i c t i o n t h a t h e h a s n o c h o i c e b u t t o o p t o u t o f t h e 

p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m , t o r e l y o n e x c l u s i v e n e s s , e v e n o n v i o l e n c e , a s t h e 

b a s i c m e a n s o f p r o g r e s s . 2 2 T h i s m o o d w a s a b s e n t f r o m t h e e x p e r i -

e n c e o f w h i t e i m m i g r a n t g r o u p s , w h i c h o n t h e w h o l e a s p i r e d t o 

e n t e r t h e A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y a s r a p i d l y a s p o s s i b l e . I n c o n t r a s t , 

m a n y b l a c k s s e e i n e x c l u s i v e n e s s a n d i n b u i l d i n g a s e p a r a t e c o m -

m u n i t y t h e o n l y w a y t o t h e f u t u r e — a f u t u r e t h a t t o t h e m n o 

l o n g e r n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l i e s a n e v e n t u a l m e r g e r w i t h t h e l a r g e r 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . 

N o r i s i t c e r t a i n t h a t t h e e n t r a n c e o f l a r g e n u m b e r s o f b l a c k s 

i n t o i n t e g r a t e d u n i v e r s i t i e s w i l l h e l p t o a l l e v i a t e r a c i a l t e n s i o n s . 

T h o u g h t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i s n e c e s s a r y t o p r o m o t e f u l l - s c a l e p a r -

t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e b l a c k i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , s e v e r a l s h o r t - t e r m 

f a c t o r s p o i n t t o a n i n c r e a s e i n r a c i a l t e n s i o n s a s a r e s u l t o f t h e 

i n c r e a s e d e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r b l a c k s . F i r s t o f a l l , i t i s 

u n c e r t a i n t h a t b l a c k g r a d u a t e s w i l l i n f a c t o b t a i n t h e p o s i t i o n s 

t h e y w i l l f e e l e n t i t l e d t o ; ° s e c o n d l y , t h i s d i f f i c u l t y i s l i k e l y t o b e 

m a g n i f i e d b y t h e p r e d i s p o s i t i o n o f s o m e b l a c k s t o i n s i s t o n s e p -

a r a t e " b l a c k s t u d i e s " p r o g r a m s , n o t s u b j e c t t o p r e v a i l i n g a c a d e m i c 

s t a n d a r d s , w h i c h w i l l i n e v i t a b l y p r o d u c e i n g r o w i n g n u m b e r s t h e 

A m e r i c a n e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e f r u s t r a t e d a n d b a d l y e d u c a t e d p s e u d o -

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a o f t h e g l o b a l g h e t t o s ; finally, a s t h e A m e r i c a n b l a c k 

* New York City statistics indicate, for example, that white dropouts have 
better employment opportunities tiian black high-school graduates (The 
Negro Almanac, New York, 1967, chart on p. 292). 
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g a i n s s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e a n d a s h i s s o c i a l p o s i t i o n i m p r o v e s , h e m a y 

t e m p o r a r i l y b e l e s s r e s p o n s i v e t o t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t h i s p r o g r e s s 

d e p e n d s o n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h w h i t e s , a n d h i s s h a r p e n e d a w a r e n e s s 

o f s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e i s l i k e l y t o b e e x p r e s s e d i n a m o r e r a d i c a l p o l i t i -

c a l p o s t u r e t h a t i s i n d i f f e r e n t t o w h i t e s e n s i t i v i t i e s . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s g i v e s a d d e d u r g e n c y t o t h e 

b r o a d e r q u e s t i o n o f t h e p l a c e o f v i o l e n c e i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . 

W h i t e s o c i e t y m a y c o n t i n u e t o p r o c l a i m t h a t " v i o l e n c e c a n n o t 

b u i l d a b e t t e r s o c i e t y / ' b u t t h e b l a c k w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s e e h i s 

i n f e r i o r s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n a s t h e b a s i c r e a l i t y . T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t 

v i o l e n c e p r e c i p i t a t e s b u r s t s o f r e f o r m d e s i g n e d b y t h e w h i t e c o m -

m u n i t y t o r e d r e s s i n j u s t i c e s , t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t v i o l e n c e i s n e c e s -

s a r y t o b l a c k p r o g r e s s b e c o m e s s t r o n g e r a n d s t r o n g e r . O n t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , t h i s r e l i a n c e o n v i o l e n c e t e n d s t o b l u r t h e d i s t i n c t i o n , 

i m p o r t a n t t o t h e f u n c t i o n i n g o f a n y s o c i e t y , b e t w e e n p o l i t i c a l a n d 

c r i m i n a l v i o l e n c e ( w a s E l d r i d g e C l e a v e r a p o l i t i c a l o r a c r i m i n a l 

f u g i t i v e ? ) , a n d i t p r o m p t s b o t h l e g a l l y f o r m a l i z e d m a s s i v e r e -

p r e s s i o n s b y s o c i e t y a t l a r g e a n d r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s o f v i o l e n c e b y t h e 

m o r e l i b e r a l a n d e d u c a t e d s e g m e n t s ; e i t h e r r e s u l t d e s t r o y s s o -

c i e t y ' s c a p a c i t y f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i n g b e t w e e n t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r o r d e r 

a n d t h e i m p e r a t i v e o f c h a n g e . 

A s o c i e t y ' s c a p a c i t y f o r m a k i n g s u c h j u d g m e n t s i s b o u n d t o b e 

u n d e r m i n e d b y t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h i t b e c o m e s p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y 

i n u r e d t o l i v i n g w i t h v i o l e n c e a n d t o a c c e p t i n g v i o l e n c e a s a m e a n s 

f o r s o l v i n g i t s p r o b l e m s . T h a t A m e r i c a ' s s o c i a l h i s t o r y , a s w e l l a s 

i t s p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , h a s b e e n v i o l e n t i s n o t d i s p u t e d . T h a t A m e r i c a 

h a s b e e n a m o r e v i o l e n t s o c i e t y t h a n o t h e r s i s d e b a t a b l e . * B u t t h e 

° The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, in its 
report "Violence in America: Historical and Comparative Perspectives" (New 
York, 1969), states: "Despite its frequency, civil strife in the United States 
has taken much less destructive forms than in many non-Western and some 
Western countries. . . . The nation has experienced no internal wars since 
the Civil War and almost none of the chronic revolutionary conspiracy and 
terrorism that plagued dozens of other nations. . . . 

"Although about two hundred and twenty Americans died in violent civil 
strife in the 5 years before mid-1968, the rate of 1.1 per million population 
was infinitesimal compared with the average of all nations of 238 deaths per 



The Third American Revolution { 213 

q u e s t i o n o f v i o l e n c e g o e s b e y o n d s t a t i s t i c s o r e v e n r a c e r e l a t i o n s ; 

i t i n v o l v e s t h e b a s i c p a t t e r n o f a n a t i o n ' s c u l t u r e ® a n d t h e w a y i n 

w h i c h a s o c i e t y s o l v e s i t s p r o b l e m s . 

T o d a y t h e p r o b l e m s o f p o v e r t y o r o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s d e m a n d 

a d e p t p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e n s i t i v i t y t o n u a n c e s a n d r e s t r a i n t i n b a l -

a n c i n g m a n y c o m p l e x a n d c o m p e t i n g i n d i v i d u a l a n d g r o u p r i g h t s . 

T h i s i s a p o i n t w h i c h m a n y i m p a t i e n t r e f o r m e r s o v e r l o o k . T h e 

a s s i m i l a t i o n o f a n y e t h n i c a l l y o r r a c i a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e g r o u p i n t o t h e 

m a j o r i t y c u l t u r e i s p o s s i b l e o n l y i n a c o n t e x t o f s t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s 

a n d v a l u e s e x p r e s s e d i n o r d e r l y p r o c e d u r e s . I t i s p o s s i b l e t o m a i n -

t a i n m a j o r i t y d o m i n a t i o n b y v i o l e n c e o r t o r e v e r s e t h e p o w e r r e l a -

t i o n s b e t w e e n r a c e s b y v i o l e n t r e v o l u t i o n , b u t t o c r e a t e h a r m o n -

i o u s r a c e r e l a t i o n s a s o c i e t y m u s t b e c o n d i t i o n e d t o a c c e p t c h a n g e 

p e a c e f u l l y a n d t o r e s o l v e s o c i a l i s s u e s n o n v i o l e n t l y . ! B u t t h i s 

million, and less than the European average of 2.4 per million" (pp. 799-
800). 

On the other hand, a later report by the same commission points out that 
"a comparison of reported violent crime rates in this country with those in 
other modern, stable nations shows the United States rape rate clear leader. 
Our homicide rate is more than twice that of our closest competitor, Finland, 
and from 4 to 12 times higher than the rates in a dozen other advanced 
countries, including Japan, Canada, England and Norway" (as cited by The 
New York Times, November 24, 1969). 
0 Though it may not be more violent than other societies, contemporary 
America is psychologically permeated by violence. This is not only—and not 
even largely—because of the dramatic assassinations of the 1960s. It is above 
all attributable to American television, almost entirely controlled by three 
profit-oriented corporations and only loosely checked by the national govern-
ment. In 1969 the University of Pennsylvania School of Communications re-
ported in the research study prepared for the National Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of Violence that in two weeks of viewing the three 
major networks from 4:00 to 10:00 P.M. it had counted 790 persons killed 
or injured in television dramas (not news reports), and that it had found 15 
acts of violence for every hour of television viewing (as reported in The 
New York Times, July 6, 1969). To this dubious record should be added 
sensation-seeking "documentaries" such as NBC's "exclusive interview," 
prominently advertised in advance, with Sirhan Sirhan, Robert Kennedy's 
convicted assassin, filmed (according to NBC's advertisements) "the day 
after Sirhan was formally sentenced to die." 

For a perceptive discussion of the television magnates' attitude toward 
their educational-social responsibilities, see Harrington, Toward a Democratic 
Left> pp. 19-20. 
t This is not to deny that violence did play a constructive social role at 
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a u t o m a t i c a l l y t e n d s t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e f o r c e s t h a t o p p o s e c h a n g e , 

w h e t h e r t h e s e f o r c e s r e p r e s e n t e n t r e n c h e d i n t e r e s t s o r , m o r e g e n -

e r a l l y , i n g r a i n e d s o c i a l o r r a c i a l a t t i t u d e s . A s o c i a l s e t t i n g i n w h i c h 

a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o m e s t o i d e n t i f y v i o l e n c e w i t h 

c h a n g e a n d t o e q u a t e o r d e r w i t h t h e a b s e n c e o f c h a n g e i s a 

s e t t i n g i n w h i c h a n e s c a l a t i o n o f c o n f l i c t b e c o m e s u n a v o i d a b l e . 

The Futility of Politics 

T h e r e s p o n s i v e n e s s o f p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t o t h e n e e d f o r 

c h a n g e i s o f g r e a t i m p o r t t o A m e r i c a ' s f u t u r e . S o m e c i t i z e n s s e e 

t h e p r e s e n t A m e r i c a n s y s t e m a s i n c a p a b l e n o t o n l y o f p r o m o t i n g 

t h e n e e d e d s o c i a l c h a n g e s b u t e v e n o f r e a c t i n g t o p r e s s u r e o n 

b e h a l f o f s u c h c h a n g e s . I n s u c h a s e t t i n g , p r o c e d u r e s a n d i n s t i t u -

t i o n s t h a t i n t i m e s o f s t a b i l i t y a r e v a u n t e d f o r t h e i r d e l i b e r a t e n e s s 

b e c o m e i n t i m e s o f m o r e r a p i d c h a n g e e x a m p l e s o f d e l a y , i n e f f i -

c i e n c y , a n d e v e n f u n d a m e n t a l i n j u s t i c e . * 

different stages of history. In overthrowing tyranny or in defying exploita-
tion, violence has often acted as history's scalpel. The exaltation of historical 
violence should not, however, be carried too far. Barrington Moore, in his 
Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Boston, 1966), suggests that 
the physical cost of revolutionary regimes should not be held against them, 
for the absence of a revolution might have been even more costly. He does 
not, however, examine the possibility that the reforms undertaken by revolu-
tionary regimes, often with monstrous brutality, might have been less physi-
cally costly if alternative schemes of reform successfully undertaken by 
other nations had been followed. Indeed, it can be argued that much of the 
violence undertaken by revolutionary regimes was in fact dysfunctional to 
the positive tasks they had set themselves. The real comparison, therefore, 
should be between the physical costs of alternative ways of changing society 
rather than between the cost of not changing it and the cost of changing it 
by very violent means. 

Historical judgments aside, it is noteworthy that modern man is still edu-
cated in terms that promote aggressive feelings. In the West, films and 
television emphasize violence, and the teaching of history stresses wars, vic-
tories, defeats, and conflict between "good" and "bad" nations. These ag-
gressive instincts are also expressed by children's games as well as by adult 
forms of entertainment. In communist countries ideology similarly stimulates 
aggressive feelings and hostility toward "evil" forces, thus continuing the 
more fundamental dichotomies introduced by the religious tradition. 
0 American justice is a particularly glaring example. It is as antiquated as it 
is often absurd. It appears to have benefited neither by the legal reforms 
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T h e g o v e r n m e n t a s a n e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e n a t i o n a l w i l l i n c r e a s -

i n g l y t e n d s t o b e s e e n a s u n a b l e t o d i r e c t a n d c o o r d i n a t e n a t i o n a l 

c h a n g e e f f e c t i v e l y . I t a p p e a r s n e i t h e r t o a r t i c u l a t e n a t i o n a l g o a l s 

n o r t o d e v e l o p a s e n s e o f n a t i o n a l d i r e c t i o n . T h i s f e e l i n g o f u n -

c e r t a i n t y a b o u t n a t i o n a l p u r p o s e i s a l s o m a g n i f i e d b y t h e f a d i n g 

o f t h e e s t a b l i s h e d p o l i t i c a l e l i t e t h a t h a s g u i d e d t h e n a t i o n s i n c e 

W o r l d W a r I I . P r i m a r i l y c o m p o s e d o f m e n c o m i n g f r o m t h e e a s t -

e r n s e a b o a r d a n d c o n n e c t e d w i t h l e g a l , c o r p o r a t e , a n d h i g h 

financial c i r c l e s , t h e p o l i t i c a l e l i t e p r o v i d e d a s e n s e o f c o n t i n u i t y 

w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f a p r a g m a t i c l i b e r a l c o n s e n s u s o n t h e 

n a t u r e a n d c h a r a c t e r o f m o d e r n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . T h e r e l a t i v e 

s t a b i l i t y o f t h e l a t e 1 9 4 0 s a n d t h e 1 9 5 0 s r e f l e c t e d t h a t c o n s e n s u s . 

L a t e l y t h i s e l i t e h a s c o m e u n d e r i n c r e a s i n g c h a l l e n g e b o t h f r o m 

t h e n e w e r , g e o g r a p h i c a l l y m o r e d i s p e r s e d e c o n o m i c i n t e r e s t s a s s o -

c i a t e d w i t h t h e n e w s c i e n t i f i c - d e f e n s e a n d f r o n t i e r i n d u s t r i e s , a n d 

f r o m t h e m o r e i d e o l o g i c a l l y i n c l i n e d i n t e l l e c t u a l f o r c e s , w h i c h a r e 

b e c o m i n g m o r e i n f l u e n t i a l . 

T h e b r e a k u p o f t h e p o s t w a r e l i t e h i g h l i g h t s t h e d i c h o t o m y 

carried out decades ago in Europe, nor even by the English pattern of rela-
tively swift justice. Its extraordinarily cumbersome procedures, dominated 
by theatrical stratagems and showmanship and involving lengthy and com-
plex appeals, lead to delays and even occasionally to results that defy the 
most elementary concepts of justice. The trial of Martin Luther King's killer 
—during which period Ray's lawyers competed in selling his memoirs—was 
a travesty; Sirhan Sirhan's protracted show in Los Angeles was hardly dic-
tated by the needs of abstract justice; highly paid "exclusives" by the killers 
of Sharon Tate were a disgrace. Soviet secret trials are certainly deplorable, 
but are American judicial circuses really needed to protect the defendant 
and render fair judgment? 

At the same time, the intermeshing of private and public interests, ex-
emplified by the outside economic interests of congressmen and senators, 
reinforces many Americans' inclination to dismiss the political process as 
dominated by inherently conservative, socially unresponsive, profit-oriented 
interests. For example, 8 members of the House Commerce Committee have 
financial interests in railroads, airlines, radio stations, and moving companies, 
all of which come under their legislative purview; 90 members of the House, 
including 12 on the Banking Committee, have interests in banks, savings and 
loan associations, or bank holding companies; 77 members, including 19 on 
the Judiciary Committee, maintain private law practices; 44 members have 
interests in oil or gas companies, and so on. (The New York Times, Mav n , 
1 9 6 9 ) . 
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b e t w e e n t h e q u a l i t i e s n e c e s s a r y t o g a i n p o l i t i c a l p o w e r i n A m e r i -

c a n d e m o c r a c y a n d t h o s e n e c e s s a r y t o e x e r c i s e e f f e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p 

o f t h a t d e m o c r a c y . T h e c o u r t s h i p o f t h e p r e s s a n d t h e m a s s m e d i a 

i s a n e c e s s a r y c o n c o m i t a n t o f c o u r t i n g t h e m a s s e s , s i n c e t h e m a s s e s 

a r e i n f l u e n c e d n o t o n l y b y d i r e c t a p p e a l b u t a l s o t h r o u g h t h e i n -

t e r m e d i a r y o f a n " i m a g e , " w h i c h i s i n p a r t b u i l t u p b y t h e m e d i a 

t h e m s e l v e s . T h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f t h i s i m a g e p u t s a p r e m i u m o n 

a d v o c a t i n g t h e i m m e d i a t e l y p o p u l a r a n d t h e f a s h i o n a b l e r a t h e r 

t h a n o n f o r m u l a t i n g b r o a d e r o b j e c t i v e s b y f o c u s i n g a t t e n t i o n o n 

b a s i c p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e m e a n i n g o f a m o d e r n 

s o c i e t y . S i n c e s o c i a l c o n s e n s u s h a s b e e n f r a g m e n t e d b y t h e p a c e o f 

c h a n g e a n d s o c i e t y ' s v a l u e s t r u c t u r e h a s i t s e l f b e c o m e h i g h l y 

t a c t i c a l , t h e l a r g e r s t r a t e g i c q u e s t i o n s t e n d t o b e o b s c u r e d . 

T o m a k e m a t t e r s w o r s e , t h e A m e r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n a l f r a m e w o r k 

h a s n o t k e p t u p w i t h t h e p a c e o f s o c i e t a l c h a n g e . G i v e n t h e c o u n -

t r y ' s e n o r m o u s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h i n d u s t r i a l g r o w t h a n d 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m o b i l i t y , i t s f e d e r a l a r r a n g e m e n t s h a v e b e c o m e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d e v o i d o f e c o n o m i c o r g e o g r a p h i c s u b s t a n c e . T h e s e 

a r r a n g e m e n t s a r e k e p t a l i v e b y l o c a l t r a d i t i o n a l s e n t i m e n t a n d 

v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s , r a t h e r t h a n b y t h e i r a c t u a l f u n c t i o n a l u t i l i t y . 

T h e p r i c e o f t h i s h a s p r i m a r i l y b e e n p a i d b y t h e n e w b i g c i t i e s , 

f o r w h o s e g r o w t h t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e m a d e l i t t l e a l l o w -

a n c e a n d w h i c h h a v e c o n s e q u e n t l y b e e n d e p r i v e d o f t h e m e a n s 

o f c o p i n g w i t h t h e i r d i l e m m a s . 

T h e n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e o f t h e t w o - p a r t y 

s y s t e m , h a s a l s o f o u n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o d e v e l o p t h e n e e d e d m e c h a -

n i s m s f o r o p e n l y c h a n n e l i n g t h e n e w m a j o r c o m p e t i t i v e f o r c e s o n 

t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , a n d i t s t i l l o p e r a t e s a s i f t h e p o l i t i c a l " g a m e " 

r e v o l v e d a r o u n d t h e t w o r e l a t i v e l y l o o s e a l l i a n c e s o f i n t e r e s t 

g r o u p s t h a t l a r g e l y r e f l e c t e d t h e i n d u s t r i a l - r u r a l d i l e m m a s o f t h e 

e a r l i e r a g e . I n g e n e r a l , t h a t a r r a n g e m e n t h a d b e e n e f f e c t i v e i n 

e x p r e s s i n g , a s w e l l a s m o d e r a t i n g , t h e p o p u l a r w i l l a n d i n s t r i k i n g 

a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n c o n t i n u i t y a n d c h a n g e . N o n e t h e l e s s , i t i s w o r t h 

n o t i n g t h a t i n p a s t t i m e s o f s t r e s s a n d s h a r p e r c h o i c e s t h e t w o -

p a r t y s y s t e m o c c a s i o n a l l y b r o k e u p , t h o u g h o n l y t e m p o r a r i l y . I t 
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w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t t h e b r e a k u p o f t h e t w o - p a r t y s y s t e m i s a g a i n 

u n d e r w a y , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e d i l e m m a s o f t h e c o u n t r y h a v e 

b e c o m e i n t e n s i f i e d b y t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y p a c e o f c h a n g e a n d b y 

t h e w i d e n i n g s p e c t r u m o f o f t e n i n c o m p a t i b l e c h o i c e s i t s t i m u l a t e s . 

A s a r e s u l t , t h e i n d u s t r i a l - r u r a l o r l i b e r a l - c o n s e r v a t i v e f r a m e -

w o r k n o l o n g e r a d e q u a t e l y e n c o m p a s s e s e x i s t i n g c o m p e t i t i v e 

p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s : t h e a g r a r i a n - c o n s e r v a t i v e - a n t i - c o m m u n i s t a n d 

l a r g e l y c o n g r e s s i o n a l l y b a s e d b a s t i o n ; t h e n e w i n d u s t r i a l - m i l i t a r y -

s c i e n t i f i c c o n g l o m e r a t e s t h a t u n e a s i l y c o l l a b o r a t e w i t h t h e f o r m e r 

o n p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l g r o u n d s b u t a r e i n c o n f l i c t w i t h i t i n t e r m s 

o f e c o n o m i c t h r u s t ; a n d t h e e m e r g i n g , v e r y l o o s e , w e l f a r e - c i v i l 

r i g h t s - i n t e l l e c t u a l c o a l i t i o n t h a t s h a r e s s o m e o f t h e s e c o n d ' s s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c d y n a m i c s b u t i s i n b a s i c c o n f l i c t w i t h b o t h t h e first a n d 

t h e s e c o n d i n t h e m a t t e r o f p r i o r i t i e s . T h e t w o l a t t e r f o r c e s h a v e 

o p e r a t e d l a r g e l y o u t s i d e o f d i r e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 

p r o c e s s o f t h e c o u n t r y , a n d s o r e f l e c t t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a s p e c t s o f A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a c y h a v e f a i l e d t o k e e p 

u p w i t h s o c i a l c h a n g e . ® 

S e v e r a l p o l i t i c a l s u b - A m e r i c a s t h u s c o e x i s t u n e a s i l y , a n d t h o u g h 

A m e r i c a i s b e g i n n i n g t o t h i n k o f i t s e l f a s a n e n t i t y , e a c h s u b -

A m e r i c a t e n d s t o p r o j e c t o n t o t h e w h o l e i t s o w n p e r c e p t i o n o f 

A m e r i c a n r e a l i t y . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e s e s u b - A m e r i c a s 

i s t h e r e f o r e t e n s e ; e a c h t e n d s t o s e e k i t s o w n p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n 

r a t h e r t h a n t o m e r g e i n t h e l a r g e r w h o l e . I n t h e 1 9 6 8 p r e s i d e n t i a l 

c o n t e s t , R o b e r t K e n n e d y p e r s o n i f i e d t h e p o l i t i c s o f a n x i e t y , p a s -

0 The heavy representation of small-town lawyers is symptomatic of this 
condition. In contrast, the first National Assembly of France's Fifth Republic 
contained 67 professors and teachers, 48 medical men, 45 high professional 
civil servants, 34 lawyers, 32 workers, 27 businessmen, 25 scientists and 
engineers, 20 journalists, and so on. It is evident that from a representative 
standpoint the French Assembly more accurately reflected the character of 
a relatively modern society. The benefits of greater scientific competence in 
society's representative bodies are beginning to be recognized in Britain: 
The House of Commons would benefit enormously by having, say, 50 

engineers who could ensure that parliamentary discussions were more closely 
geared to the technical realities of the day," Anthony Wedgwood Benn, Min-
ister of Technology, wrote in his weekly magazine Engineering News (quoted 
by the Associated Press, August 21, 1965). 
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s i o n a t e l y a r t i c u l a t i n g t h e g r i e v a n c e s o f t h e u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d e v e n 

t h o u g h h e s h a r e d t h e f e a r s a n d u n c e r t a i n t i e s o f e s t a b l i s h e d A m e r -

i c a n s w h o s e n s e d a n d d e s i r e d m a j o r c h a n g e b u t d i d n o t q u i t e 

k n o w w h a t t h a t c h a n g e o u g h t t o b e ; 2 3 E u g e n e M c C a r t h y w a s t h e 

p e t u l a n t s p o k e s m a n o f t h e p o l i t i c s o f n o s t a l g i a , l a c k a d a i s i c a l l y 

p r o m i s i n g t o t a k e d o w n t h e f e n c e s a r o u n d t h e W h i t e H o u s e l a w n , 

r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e s u b u r b a n i t e s ' d e s i r e f o r a p a s t o r a l l i f e a n d f o r 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e — p r o v i d e d t h e l a t t e r i s i m p l e m e n t e d a t a d i s t a n c e 

f r o m t h e m ; H u b e r t H u m p h r e y p r e a c h e d t h e p o l i t i c s o f c o m p r o -

m i s e b e t w e e n c l a s s e s a n d r a c e s , a n d h i s p a s s i o n e v o k e d t h e c l a s s -

c o n f l i c t a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e N e w D e a l ; G e o r g e W a l l a c e e x p r e s s e d 

t h e p o l i t i c s o f r e s e n t m e n t , s p e a k i n g f o r t h o s e A m e r i c a n s w h o f e l t 

t h a t m u c h o f t h e s o c i a l a n d r a c i a l p r o g r e s s w a s b e i n g p r o m o t e d 

a t t h e i r e x p e n s e b y A m e r i c a n s w h o w e r e m o r e c o m f o r t a b l y e s t a b -

l i s h e d ; R i c h a r d N i x o n p r a c t i c e d t h e p o l i t i c s o f c a u t i o n , a n d h e 

w o n b e c a u s e s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r s o f A m e r i c a n s f r o m t h e s e v e r a l 

s u b - A m e r i c a s b e c a m e f e a r f u l t h a t " t h e i r " A m e r i c a w a s e n d a n g e r e d 

a n d w e r e u n c e r t a i n a s t o w h a t t h e n e w A m e r i c a m i g h t h o l d i n 

s t o r e f o r t h e m . 

T h i s i n c l i n a t i o n t o s t r e s s p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t s r e f l e c t e d t h e i m -

p o t e n c e f e l t b y s o m e c o n s t i t u e n c i e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e s h a p i n g o f 

n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . M a n y c i t i z e n s s e n s e d c h a n g e b u t f e l t t h a t t h e y 

h a d l i t t l e c o n t r o l o v e r i t . I n a t i m e o f r e l a t i v e c o n t i n u i t y , p r e s i -

d e n t i a l a n d c o n g r e s s i o n a l e l e c t i o n s s e r v e d a s a n a c c e p t a b l e a n d 

p e r s o n a l l y s a t i s f y i n g m e t h o d o f e x p r e s s i n g a h i g h l y g e n e r a l i z e d 

p o l i t i c a l p r e f e r e n c e . I n a t i m e o f d i s c o n t i n u i t y a n d i n c r e a s i n g l y 

f r a g m e n t e d c o n s e n s u s , 2 4 n a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n s b e c a m e a 

l e s s a d e q u a t e f o r m f o r e x p r e s s i n g t h e p o p u l a r w i l l . T h e p r e s i -

d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y g i v e n t h e i m p o r t a n c e t e l e v i s i o n c o n -

f e r s o n p e r s o n a l l o o k s a n d s t y l e , h a s f o r m a n y b e c o m e a n a t i o n a l 

p a g e a n t r a t h e r t h a n a n e x e r c i s e o f b a s i c c h o i c e s m e a n t t o i n -

fluence t h e n a t i o n ' s d i r e c t i o n . T h e s e c h o i c e s a r e i n s t e a d m a d e 

i n c r e m e n t a l l y b y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e fiat o r i n c o n g r e s s i o n a l c o m m i t -

t e e s ; s i n c e b o t h t h e s e p r o c e s s e s a r e l a r g e l y r e m o v e d f r o m p u b l i c 

v i e w , t h e y a r e m o r e r e s p o n s i v e t o i n f l u e n c e s f r o m t h e v a r i o u s 
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s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s — w i t h w h i c h a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o r c o n g r e s s m e n a r e 

o f t e n i n c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p — t h a n t h e y a r e t o t h e v o t e r s . 

Related t o t h i s s i t u a t i o n i s t h e o f t - n o t e d r e m o t e n e s s , c o m p l e x i t y , 

a n d i m p e r s o n a l i t y o f b o t h p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s . A s t h e 

o l d t r a d i t i o n a l a f f i l i a t i o n s o f t h e a g r a r i a n s o c i e t y c r u m b l e d , t h e 

i n d u s t r i a l a g e p r o d u c e d i t s e q u i v a l e n t s t h r o u g h u n i o n s a n d p r o -

fessional s o c i e t i e s . B u t u n i o n s a r e n o l o n g e r v i t a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 2 5 

a n d t h e " a t o m i z a t i o n " o f m o d e r n l i f e a c c e n t u a t e s t h e c i t i z e n s ' f e e l -

i n g s o f i m p o t e n c e . S o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a p p e a r t o p r o v i d e n e i t h e r 

a n o u t l e t f o r i n d i v i d u a l i d e a l i s m n o r a r a p i d r e s p o n s e t o c o l l e c t i v e 

d e m a n d s . M o r e o v e r , t h e s t a t e o r a b i g p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n i n e s -

c a p a b l y s c h e m a t i z e s s o c i a l d i l e m m a s i n o r d e r t o c o p e w i t h t h e i r 

c o m p l e x i t i e s ; t h o u g h t h i s s c h e m a t i z a t i o n p e r m i t s a l a r g e - s c a l e 

r e s p o n s e , i t f r e q u e n t l y c o n f l i c t s w i t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l l y f e l t d i m e n -

s i o n s o f t h e s a m e p r o b l e m a n d t h e r e f o r e l i m i t s t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

f r e e d o m e v e n a s i t f a i l s t o p e r c e i v e t h e b e s t s o l u t i o n t o h i s p r o b -

l e m s . T h u s , t h e m o r e t h e s t a t e t r i e s t o h e l p , t h e m o r e i t t e n d s t o 

r e i n f o r c e t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s f e e l i n g o f i m p o t e n c e . 

T h e r e s u l t i s p a r a d o x i c a l : t h e s i t u a t i o n d e s c r i b e d s t i m u l a t e s a 

m o r e i n t e n s e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n p o l i t i c s w h i l e i n c r e a s i n g t h e s e n s e 

o f t h e f u t i l i t y o f p o l i t i c s ; i t f r a g m e n t s n a t i o n a l c o n s e n s u s w h i l e 

p r o m p t i n g l o u d e r a p p e a l s f o r a s e n s e o f c o m m o n n a t i o n a l d i r e c -

t i o n ; finally, i t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y c o n f r o n t s t h e i n d i v i d u a l w i t h t h e 

t w i n d a n g e r s o f f r a g m e n t a t i o n a n d o f e x c e s s i v e c o n t r o l . I n d e e d , 

n a t i o n a l p o l i c y s e e m s t o f r a g m e n t a s n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t e x -

p a n d s . 2 6 A s a r e s u l t , m a n y A m e r i c a n s f e e l t h a t t h e i r f r e e d o m i s 

c o n t r a c t i n g . T h i s f e e l i n g s e e m s t o b e c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e i r l o s s o f 

p u r p o s e , s i n c e f r e e d o m i m p l i e s c h o i c e o f a c t i o n , a n d a c t i o n r e -

q u i r e s a n a w a r e n e s s o f g o a l s . I f A m e r i c a ' s p r e s e n t t r a n s i t i o n t o t h e 

t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e d o e s n o t r e s u l t i n p e r s o n a l l y s a t i s f y i n g a c h i e v e -

m e n t s , t h e n e x t p h a s e c o u l d b e o n e o f s u l l e n w i t h d r a w a l f r o m 

s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l i n v o l v e m e n t , a flight f r o m s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h r o u g h i n n e r r e t r e a t a n d o u t w a r d c o n s e r v a t i s m . 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n , 

i t s e l f s o b a s i c a l l y c e r e b r a l i n c h a r a c t e r , s t i l l t e n d s t o a f f e c t A m e r i -
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c a n s o c i e t y i n a l a r g e l y u n p l a n n e d f a s h i o n t h a t i s d e t e r m i n e d b y 

d e c i s i o n s a n d i m p u l s e s r e f l e c t i n g t h e v a l u e s a n d i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 

e a r l i e r A m e r i c a . I n t e l l e c t u a l p o w e r i s m o b i l i z e d t o a n s w e r " h o w ? " 

b u t n o t t o a s k " w h y ? " A m e r i c a c o n s e q u e n t l y r i s k s b e c o m i n g " a 

c i v i l i z a t i o n c o m m i t t e d t o t h e q u e s t f o r c o n t i n u a l l y i m p r o v e d 

m e a n s t o c a r e l e s s l y e x a m i n e d e n d s . " 2 7 T h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m h a s 

s t i l l t o d e v e l o p m e c h a n i s m s a n d p r o c e d u r e s t o r a i s e a n d a n s w e r 

t h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n . M a t t e r s t h a t f u n d a m e n t a l l y a f f e c t t h e n a -

t i o n a l w a y o f l i f e , s u c h a s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s u p e r s o n i c a i r c r a f t , 

o r t h a t p o s e a n e c o l o g i c a l a s w e l l a s a h u m a n t h r e a t , s u c h a s 

i n d u s t r i a l p o l l u t i o n o r r a d i a t i o n f r o m a t o m i c - e n e r g y p l a n t s , a r e 

h a n d l e d b y a d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s t h a t i n h i b i t s t h e o p p o r -

t u n i t i e s f o r a n i n t e l l i g e n t e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e p o p u l a r w i l l . ( A c c o r d -

i n g t o t h e N a t i o n a l S c i e n c e F o u n d a t i o n s s e v e n t e e n t h a n n u a l 

r e p o r t , l e s s t h a n 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 s c i e n t i s t s a n d 

e n g i n e e r s e m p l o y e d b y t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t i n 1 9 6 7 w e r e 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h s o c i a l o r p s y c h o l o g i c a l d i s c i p l i n e s . M o r e o v e r , a c -

c o r d i n g t o t h e 1 9 6 3 r e p o r t o f t h e C o u n c i l o f E c o n o m i c A d v i s e r s , 

d e f e n s e , s p a c e , a n d e n e r g y r e s e a r c h w e r e a b s o r b i n g a p p r o x i -

m a t e l y t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s c i e n t i s t s w o r k i n g o n t h e n a t i o n ' s s c i e n -

t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l f r o n t i e r s . I n a d d i t i o n , o u r s o c i e t y d e v o t e s 

r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s t o a s y s t e m a t i c c o n c e r n w i t h s o c i a l 

p r o b l e m s , w h i l e i t d e v o t e s e n o r m o u s r e s o u r c e s t o e c o n o m i c , t e c h -

n i c a l , a n d s c i e n t i f i c m a t t e r s . T a b l e 1 3 t e l l s p a r t o f t h e s t o r y . ) E v e n 

h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , b y n o t f o c u s i n g o n t h e u n d e r l y i n g q u e s t i o n s b u t 

b y e m p h a s i z i n g t e c h n i q u e s , r u n s t h e r i s k o f b e c o m i n g m i s e d u c a -

t i o n : o f c r e a t i n g l a r g e n u m b e r s o f " e d u c a t e d " p e o p l e w h o t h i n k 

t h e y k n o w t h e a n s w e r s , b u t w h o i n f a c t d o n o t e v e n k n o w t h e 

t r u l y i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s . 2 8 

T h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n h i g h l i g h t s t h e s h a r p c o n t r a s t b e -

t w e e n o u r t e c h n i c a l s u c c e s s a n d o u r s o c i a l f a i l u r e , a n d i t r a i s e s 

b a s i c q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o n t r o l a n d d i r e c t i o n o f t h e t h r u s t 

o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n . H o w a r e c h o i c e s m a d e ? W h y a r e t h e y 

m a d e ? B y w h o m a r e t h e y m a d e ? W h a t v a l u e s a r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e 

c h o i c e s , a n d h o w c a n t h e y b e c r y s t a l l i z e d s o t h a t a c o h e r e n t p o l i c y 
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TABLE 13. ANNUAL BUDGET IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 

Industrial Physical Health 

General Motors 2 0 , 2 1 0 Natl Cancer Inst. 1 8 6 

Ford 1 2 , 2 4 0 Nat'l Heart Assn. 1 6 4 
Standard Oil (N.J.) 1 2 , 1 9 0 Nat'l Inst, of Arthritis 1 4 1 

General Electric 7 , 1 8 0 Nat'l Inst, of Neurology 1 1 9 
Chrysler 5,650 Nat'l Inst, of Allergy 90 
Mobile Oil 5,250 Nat'l Inst, of Child Health 6 6 

Texaco 4,43o American Cancer Society 59 
U.S. Steel 4,36o American Heart Assn. 37 
I.B.M. 4,250 Nat'l Tuberculosis Assn. 2 7 

Social and Psychological 

National Inst of Mental Health* 31 
Stanford Research Inst.* 18 
Menninger Foundation 9.5 
Planning Research Corp.* 8 
Inst, for Social Research 5.5 
American Inst, for Research in 

Behavioral Sciences 5 
Brookings Institution 5 
Human Resources Research Office 4.5 
Mental Health Research Inst. 2 

Source: Thomas Jefferson Research Center, June-July 1969, p. 5. 
* Approximate portion of budget allocated to social problems. 

c a n b e s h a p e d ? T h e s e q u e s t i o n s i n c r e a s i n g l y b e s e t a l l m o d e r n 

s o c i e t i e s , b u t g i v e n t h e e x t e n s i v e s o c i a l s c o p e o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 

A m e r i c a n s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , t h i s c h a l l e n g e i s e s p e c i a l l y i m -

p o r t a n t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b e c a u s e i t a f f e c t s — a n d p o t e n t i a l l y 

t h r e a t e n s — t h e m o s t i n t i m a t e a s p e c t s o f A m e r i c a n l i f e . 

S i n c e i t a p p e a r s t r u e t h a t " t h i s s o c i e t y h a s c h o s e n t o e m p h a s i z e 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l c h a n g e a s i t s c h i e f m o d e o f c r e a t i v e e x p r e s s i o n a n d 

b a s i s f o r e c o n o m i c g r o w t h , " 2 9 i t f o l l o w s t h a t t h i s s o c i e t y ' s m o s t 

i m p e r a t i v e t a s k i s t o d e f i n e a c o n c e p t u a l f r a m e w o r k i n w h i c h t e c h -

n o l o g i c a l c h a n g e c a n b e g i v e n m e a n i n g f u l a n d h u m a n e e n d s . U n -

l e s s t h i s i s d o n e , t h e r e i s t h e r e a l d a n g e r t h a t b y r e m a i n i n g 

d i r e c t i o n l e s s t h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n , s o p r e g n a n t w i t h 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r i n d i v i d u a l c r e a t i v i t y a n d f u l f i l l m e n t , c a n b e c o m e 

s o c i a l l y d e s t r u c t i v e . 
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im/m 
2. The New Left Reaction 

A r e v o l u t i o n n o t o n l y b r e e d s i t s o w n c h i l d r e n — i t r e p e l s 

t h e m . I t i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t a s o c i e t y w h i c h p u t s a p r e m i u m o n 

c h a n g e , w h i c h m a k e s k n o w l e d g e t h e b a s i c v e h i c l e o f i n n o v a t i o n , 

w h i c h v a s t l y e x p a n d s t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f a d v a n c e d l e a r n i n g , w h i c h 

f o r t h e first t i m e i n h i s t o r y c r e a t e s a l a r g e c l a s s o f p e o p l e f r e e 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r l a t e a d o l e s c e n c e a n d e a r l y m a t u r i t y o f t h e l i m i t a -

t i o n s i n h e r e n t i n t h e b u r d e n o f s e l f - s u p p o r t , w h i c h e n d o w s i n t e l -

l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y w i t h a h i g h d e g r e e o f s o c i a l p r e s t i g e b u t n o d i r e c t 

p o l i t i c a l p o w e r , s h o u l d b r e e d r e b e l s w h o a r e t h e p r o d u c t s o f t h e 

v e r y r e v o l u t i o n t h a t t o r m e n t s a n d r e p e l s t h e m . T h e s u p r e m e i r o n y 

o f t h a t l o o s e a n d v o l a t i l e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l p h e n o m e n o n o f c o n t e m -

p o r a r y m i d d l e - c l a s s A m e r i c a n a m e d t h e N e w L e f t i s t h a t i t i s 

i t s e l f t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n a s w e l l a s a 

r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t i t . 

Infantile Ideology 

T h e N e w L e f t , a c o m p l e x a n d e l u s i v e e n t i t y m a d e u p o f a 

r a t h e r fluid c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s y m p a t h i z e r s ( e s p e c i a l l y 

f r o m a m o n g t h e N e w Y o r k C i t y l i t e r a r y e s t a b l i s h m e n t a n d s o m e 

p r o f e s s o r i a l c i r c l e s ) a n d a s c a t t e r i n g o f n e w o r g a n i z a t i o n s , o f 

w h i c h S t u d e n t s f o r a D e m o c r a t i c S o c i e t y ( S D S ) h a s b e c o m e t h e 

b e s t - k n o w n , i s t h e p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l e x p r e s s i o n o f a m o r e e x t e n -

s i v e r e s t l e s s n e s s a m o n g A m e r i c a n m i d d l e - c l a s s u n i v e r s i t y y o u t h . 

A s o f t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e m o r e m i l i t a n t o r g a n i z a -

t i o n s w a s r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d , b u t i n m o m e n t s o f s t r e s s ( s u c h a s 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n s w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t i e s ) t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e 
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q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l i n m o b i l i z i n g b r o a d e r s u p p o r t . M o r e o v e r , a t d i f -

f e r e n t t i m e s a n d i n r e s p o n s e t o d i f f e r e n t i s s u e s , t h e N e w L e f t w a s 

a b l e t o d r a w o n t h e d e e p - r o o t e d t r a d i t i o n s o f A m e r i c a n p o p u l i s m , 

Q u a k e r p a c i f i s m , a n d t h e p r e - W o r l d W a r I I l a r g e l y i m m i g r a n t -

i m p o r t e d s o c i a l i s m a n d c o m m u n i s m . T h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n g e n e r a -

t i o n s a s w e l l a s a w i d e s p r e a d t h o u g h p a s s i v e a l i e n a t i o n a l s o 

p r o m p t e d e x p r e s s i o n s o f s o l i d a r i t y w h i c h o c c a s i o n a l l y c r e a t e d t h e 

i m p r e s s i o n o f y o u t h ' s m a s s i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e g o a l s o f t h e 

m o r e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t . * 

T h e o u t e r b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e N e w L e f t a r e , t h e r e f o r e , i m p r e c i s e . 

A t o n e t i m e o r a n o t h e r e s s e n t i a l l y r e f o r m i s t m e m b e r s o f t h e p o l i t i -

c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t , s u c h a s R o b e r t K e n n e d y a n d E u g e n e M c C a r t h y , 

w e r e a b l e t o s i p h o n o f f a g r e a t d e a l o f t h e v o l a t i l e y o u t h f u l s u p -

p o r t t h a t o t h e r w i s e w a s a t t r a c t e d b y t h e m o r e e x t r e m e t e n d e n c i e s 

o f t h e N e w L e f t . T h e N e w L e f t i t s e l f , h o w e v e r , t e n d e d t o b e 

m o r e m i l i t a n t i n i t s r h e t o r i c , m o r e s e c t a r i a n i n i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

m o r e i n t e l l e c t u a l l y a n d g e n e r a t i o n a l l y e x c l u s i v e t h a n t h e b r o a d e r 

c o a l i t i o n e n d e a v o r i n g t o f o r g e t h e " n e w p o l i t i c s " i n A m e r i c a . T h e 

k e y d i f f e r e n c e , h o w e v e r , w a s t h e N e w L e f t ' s m i l i t a n c y — a m i l i -

t a n c y d e r i v e d f r o m t h e b e l i e f t h a t r e f o r m s w i l l n o l o n g e r s u f f i c e . 

I t h a s o f t e n b e e n s a i d t h a t t h e r a t h e r s p o r a d i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 

b r o a d s e g m e n t s o f y o u t h w i t h t h e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t r e f l e c t e d t h e 

m o r e i n t e n s e i d e a l i s m a n d s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e c u r r e n t c o l -

l e g e g e n e r a t i o n , i m p a t i e n t w i t h t h e c r a s s m a t e r i a l i s m o f i t s s o c i e t y 

a n d d i s t r e s s e d b y t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m ' s d e l a y i n m o v i n g a g a i n s t 

* It should, however, be noted that the number of students participating in 
the more overt manifestations of militancy and strife was relatively limited. 
In the period October 1967-May 1969, one-fifth of the eruptions took place 
on six major campuses: Berkeley, San Francisco State, Columbia, Harvard, 
University of Wisconsin, and Cornell. Of the nation's 2374 colleges, there 
were outbreaks on only 211 campuses, and in a total of 474 such confronta-
tions with authority 6158 arrests were made (according to data compiled for 
the United States Senate and reported in The Washington Post, July 2, 1969). 

Dues-paying members of the SDS were estimated at about 6000; those 
vaguely sympathetic to some New Left appeals, at about 700,000; the total 
number of students, about 7 million (Fortune, special issue on youth, Janu-
ary 1969). The number of SDS activists was estimated in early 1969 as 
ranging between 70,000 and 100,000 (Guardian, January 11, 1969). 
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s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e . T h i s i s d o u b t l e s s s o . T h e y o u n g h a v e b e e n a c t i v e 

i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r r a c i a l e q u a l i t y ; t h e y r e s p o n d e d i n i t i a l l y w i t h 

e n t h u s i a s m t o t h e c a l l o f g l o b a l s e r v i c e i n t h e r a n k s o f t h e P e a c e 

C o r p s ; t h e y h a v e flocked i n t o t h e r a n k s o f t h e m a n y d o m e s t i c 

e f f o r t s t o m o u n t a s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t u r b a n p o v e r t y a n d i g n o r a n c e . 

I t i s e q u a l l y t r u e t h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h e d s y s t e m d i d n o t f u l l y t a p t h a t 

i d e a l i s m . T h e i d e a l i s m o f t h e y o u n g r e q u i r e d a s e n s e o f d e l i b e r a t e 

n a t i o n a l e f f o r t i n o r d e r t o g i v e i t f u l f i l l m e n t , a n d i t w a s n o t t o t h e 

y o u n g a l o n e t h a t t h i s e f f o r t s e e m e d t o b e l a c k i n g . C u m u l a t i v e l y , 

t h e r e s u l t i n g f r u s t r a t i o n s c r e a t e d a n i n t e n s e a l i e n a t i o n , first f r o m 

t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m a n d t h e n f r o m t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s y s t e m a s a 

w h o l e . B o t h w e r e d e n i e d m o r a l l e g i t i m a c y , a n d t h e c o m b i n a t i o n 

o f f r u s t r a t e d i d e a l i s m a n d h i s t o r i c a l u n c e r t a i n t y c r e a t e d p r o p i t i o u s 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s f o r a p p e a l s b a s e d o n p a s s i o n a n d a d e s i r e f o r a 

s i m p l e d i c h o t o m i c f o r m u l a . 

M a j o r c a t a l y s t s f o r y o u t h f u l d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t w i t h l i b e r a l d e m o c -

r a c y ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d c a p a c i t y t o c o p e w i t h e i t h e r i t s o l d o r i t s 

n e w p r o b l e m s w e r e p r o v i d e d b y t h e V i e t n a m w a r a n d t h e w h i t e 

m a j o r i t y ' s i n d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e b l a c k m a n ' s q u e s t f o r e q u a l i t y . B o t h 

r e i n f o r c e d t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m w a s p r e o c c u p i e d 

w i t h s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d n o t w i t h c h a n g e , a n d t h a t f e d e r a l f u n d s 

w e r e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r r e m o t e c a u s e s b u t n o t f o r c u r i n g A m e r -

i c a ' s i m m e d i a t e i l l s . B o t h a l s o p r o v i d e d t h e y o u n g w i t h c o n v e n i e n t 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s f o r f a i l i n g t o c o m e t o g r i p s w i t h t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

c o m p l e x i t y o f o u r t i m e a n d f o r t u r n i n g t h e i r b a c k s o n t h e d i f f i c u l t 

a n d i n e s c a p a b l y s l o w t a s k o f s o c i a l r e n e w a l . 

T h i s s a m e k i n d o f s e l f - s e r v i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n f o r 

t h e m o r e i m m e d i a t e l y c o n v e n i e n t a n d e m o t i o n a l l y g r a t i f y i n g p o s -

t u r e o f c o m p l e t e n e g a t i o n a l s o p l a y s a p a r t i n t h e b r o a d e r s t u d e n t 

m a l a i s e , w h i c h t h e m o r e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t h a s b e e n e x p l o i t i n g . 

E x p l a n a t o r y t h e o r i e s o f s t u d e n t m i l i t a n c y h a v e t y p i c a l l y p l a c e d 

m a j o r e m p h a s i s o n t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l d i m e n s i o n o f t h e c r i s i s o f 

v a l u e s i n c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a , o n t h e s t i f l i n g o f t h e g e n u i n e 

i d e a l i s m o f t h e a c t i v i s t s . F o r e x a m p l e , R o b e r t L i e b e r t h a s c o -

g e n t l y a r g u e d t h a t " i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e l i v e s o f t h e 
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p a r t i c i p a n t s [ i n s t u d e n t m i l i t a n c y ] i n a p s y c h o - h i s t o r i c a l ' c o n t e x t . 

. . T h e r e s u l t i s a s e n s e o f t h e t e n u o u s n e s s o f l i f e w h i c h i s 

m a n i f e s t e d m o r e p r o f o u n d l y i n i t s u n c o n s c i o u s a s p e c t s . M o r e 

specifically, i t h a s p r o v i d e d t h e m w i t h a s e n s e o f u r g e n c y t o e f f e c t 

c h a n g e s o t h a t l i f e c a n g o o n . " 3 0 S i m i l a r l y , K e n n e t h K e n i s t o n h a s 

s t r e s s e d t h a t i n r e j e c t i n g t h e e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y , t h e s t u d e n t i s e x -

p r e s s i n g " a r e v u l s i o n a g a i n s t t h e n o t i o n o f q u a n t i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

e c o n o m i c q u a n t i t y a n d m a t e r i a l i s m , a n d a t u r n t o w a r d s c o n c e p t s 

o f q u a l i t y . . . . A n o t h e r g o a l o f t h e n e w r e v o l u t i o n i n v o l v e s a 

r e v o l t a g a i n s t u n i f o r m i t y , e q u a l i z a t i o n , s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n a n d h o -

m o g e n i z a t i o n . . . . " 3 1 

S t u d e n t p a r t i c i p a n t s h a v e a l s o t e n d e d t o s t r e s s t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

d i m e n s i o n . M a r k G e r z o n s The Whole World Is Watching, a s y m -

p a t h e t i c a c c o u n t b y a y o u n g H a r v a r d u n d e r g r a d u a t e , p u t p r i m a r y 

s t r e s s o n t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l a s p e c t , n o t i n g t h a t a t b o t h H a r v a r d 

a n d B e r k e l e y " t h e p s y c h i a t r i c u n i t s a t t h e h e a l t h s e r v i c e s o f t h e 

t w o u n i v e r s i t i e s , n o r m a l l y q u i t e b u s y , f o u n d t h a t t h e n u m b e r o f 

s t u d e n t s c o m i n g i n f o r p s y c h i a t r i c h e l p d e c l i n e d d r a m a t i c a l l y 

d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f c o n c e r t e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . T h e s t u d e n t s , i t 

m u s t b e c o n c l u d e d , f o u n d a n e x t e r n a l o u t l e t f o r t h e i r i n t e n s e 

c o n c e r n a n d s o w e r e l e s s c a g e d i n t h e i r o w n m i n d s . " 3 2 T h i s d i d 

n o t m e a n t h a t t h e i r p e r s o n a l p r o b l e m s w e r e s o l v e d ; t h e y w e r e , 

h o w e v e r , s u b l i m a t e d i n s o m e t h i n g b e y o n d t h e s t u d e n t . G e r z o n 

a l s o c i t e d d a t a s h o w i n g t h a t b o t h m i l i t a n c y a n d d r u g - t a k i n g w e r e 

m o r e p r e v a l e n t a m o n g s t u d e n t s i n t h e " s o f t " s c i e n c e s , w h o w e r e 

m o r e p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h t h e " h a b i t o f s e l f - a n a l y s i s " a n d l e s s p r e -

p a r e d f o r a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e m o r e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y o r i e n t e d 

s o c i e t y . 3 3 

T h e r e i s d o u b t l e s s m u c h m e r i t i n t h i s p s y c h o l o g i c a l i n t e r p r e t a -

t i o n o f s t u d e n t m i l i t a n c y . T h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

e m e r g i n g s y s t e m p u t s o e x t e n s i v e a p r e m i u m o n i n d i v i d u a l c o m -

p e t i t i o n t h a t a n x i e t y i s g e n e r a t e d e a r l y i n l i f e . P a r t o f t h e r e b e l l i o n 

a g a i n s t a u t h o r i t y i n e d u c a t i o n c a n b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e u n d e r s t a n d -

a b l e d e s i r e o f t h e y o u n g t o g e t a w a y f r o m a c o m p e t i t i v e s t r u c t u r e 

i n w h i c h s u c c e s s o r f a i l u r e , a t s o e a r l y a n a g e , h a s s u c h p o t e n t i a l l y 
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l a s t i n g c o n s e q u e n c e s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e w e a k e n i n g o f t h e 

f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e c r e a t e s p r e s s u r e s f o r c o m p e n s a t o r y s o u r c e s o f 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e a s s u r a n c e , a n d p e e r g r o u p s b e c o m e i m p o r t a n t i n 

s e t t i n g p a t t e r n s o f b e h a v i o r a n d p r o c l a i m e d b e l i e f s . 0 

I n a d d i t i o n , s o h i g h l y r a t i o n a l i z e d a s o c i e t y a s t h e A m e r i c a n 

t e n d s t o b e a d a n g e r o u s l y b o r i n g s o c i e t y . B e c a u s e o f t h i s , s h e e r 

b o r e d o m a s t h e s o u r c e o f a l i e n a t i o n — t h a t o f t - c i t e d c a t c h - a l l e x -

p l a n a t i o n — s h o u l d n o t b e u n d e r e s t i m a t e d a s a n i m p o r t a n t c a u s e 

o f r e s t l e s s n e s s . I n o u r s o c i e t y " t h e e x c i t e m e n t o f t h e u n e x p e c t e d , 

t h e i n v i g o r a t i n g s t a t e o f m i n d p r o d u c e d b y s h i f t s i n p l e a s u r e , p a i n , 

t r a n q u i l i t y a n d a n x i e t y a r e l a r g e l y m i s s i n g . U n d e r l y i n g t h e r e -

w a r d s o f b e i n g a c o g i n t h e w h e e l c a n b e a s e n s e o f b o r e d o m a n d 

t h i n n e s s o f s e l f . " 3 4 T o e s c a p e f r o m i t i n t o a r e v o l u t i o n a r y " h a p -

p e n i n g " c a n b e f r e e d o m , a n d e n d l e s s d i s c u s s i o n s e x a l t i n g o n e ' s 

p e r s o n a l r e f u s a l t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e " a u t o m a t e d s o c i e t y , " t h e 

" g a d g e t e c o n o m y , " a n d " c o r r u p t i n g a f f l u e n c e " b e c o m e a f o r m o f 

g r o u p t h e r a p y . 

T h i s m o o d p r o m p t s a s e a r c h f o r n e w s o u r c e s o f f e e l i n g a n d o f 

a u t h o r i t y , w h i c h t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y i m p e r s o n a l a n d p e r m i s s i v e 

e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s f a i l t o p r o v i d e . I t c r e a t e s a r e s p o n s i v e n e s s t o 

* According to the President's Commission on Law Enforcement and the 
Administration of Justice (1967): "In America in the i96o's, to perhaps a 
greater extent than in any other place or time, adolescents live in a distinct 
society of their own. It is not an easy society to understand, to describe, or, 
for that matter, to live in. In some ways it is an intensely materialistic society; 
its members, perhaps in unconscious imitation of their elders, are preoccu-
pied with physical objects like clothes and cars and indeed have been 
encouraged in this preoccupation by manufacturers and merchants who have 
discovered how profitable the adolescent market is. In some ways it is an 
intensely sensual society; its members are preoccupied with the sensations 
they can obtain from surfing or drag racing or music or drugs. In some ways, 
it is an intensely moralistic society; its members are preoccupied with in-
dependence and honesty and equality and courage. On the whole it is a 
rebellious, oppositional society, dedicated to the proposition that the grown-
up world is a sham. At the same time, it is a conforming society; being 
inexperienced, unsure of themselves and, in fact, relatively powerless as 
individuals, adolescents to a far greater extent than their elders conform to 
common standards of dress and hair style and speech, and act jointly in 
groups—or gangs" (The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society, New York, 
1968, p. 176). 
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h i g h l y g e n e r a l i z e d m o b i l i z a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e status quo. P a r a d o x -

i c a l l y , t h e v a g u e r a n d m o r e a m b i t i o u s t h e d e m a n d s , t h e c l o s e r a n d 

m o r e r a p i d l y n a r r o w i n g t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e r e a l i t y a n d h o p e . * 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e a p p e a r s t o b e a n e l e m e n t o f u n e a s y g u i l t a n d 

s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n i n t h e m o t i v a t i o n o f s o m e o f t h e a l i e n a t e d y o u n g 

p e o p l e , a n d t h i s f a c t o r s h o u l d n o t b e i g n o r e d . I t i s c e r t a i n l y e a s i e r 

t o c o n d e m n t h e s o c i a l s y s t e m a s a w h o l e t h a n t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 

V I S T A p r o g r a m s o r t h e P e a c e C o r p s . C o n d e m n i n g t h e l a t t e r a s 

a n e x t e n s i o n o f i m p e r i a l i s m b e c o m e s a s e l f - s e r v i n g e x p l a n a t i o n : 

t h e m i l i t a n t s ' " d e e p d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e i r i n n e r 

c o n f u s i o n i s p r o j e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

first, a n d a g a i n s t a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s o f s o c i e t y s e c o n d a r i l y , w h i c h a r e 

b l a m e d f o r t h e i r o w n i n n e r w e a k n e s s . " 3 5 T h i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s 

e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t i n v i e w o f t h e e c o n o m i c a l l y s e c u r e , m i d d l e -

c l a s s c h a r a c t e r o f m a n y o f t h e y o u t h f u l m i l i t a n t s . I n d e e d , t h e i r 

s e l f - i n d u l g e n t l i f e s t y l e s o m e w h a t b e l i e s t h e i r p r o f e s s e d a n t i -

m a t e r i a l i s m , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e i r m a t e r i a l e x i s t e n c e t e n d s t o d e p e n d 

o n t h e r e l a t i v e l y g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t p r o v i d e d e i t h e r b y t h e i r p a r -

e n t s o r b y t h e i r c o l l e g e s . T h e r e a r e a c c o r d i n g l y s o m e a n a l o g i e s 

b e t w e e n t h e r e s t l e s s A m e r i c a n m i d d l e - c l a s s s t u d e n t a n d t h e L a t i n 

A m e r i c a n s t u d e n t r e b e l s , w h o a r e g e n e r a l l y d r a w n f r o m t h e u p p e r 

c l a s s e s a n d s i m i l a r l y q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t , g i v e n t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e 

o f t h e i r s o c i e t i e s , t h e y c a n c o u n t o n a r e l a t i v e l y s u c c e s s f u l a n d 

m a t e r i a l l y r e w a r d i n g l i f e , w h a t e v e r t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e i r s t u d i e s . 

T h e o u t l o o k o f a l i e n a t e d b u t i d e a l i s t i c y o u n g p e o p l e , i n c o n -

t r a s t t o t h a t o f t h e a c t i v i s t p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g y o f t h e n u m e r i c a l l y 

m u c h s m a l l e r N e w L e f t , c a n p e r h a p s b e c h a r a c t e r i z e d a s i d e o -

l o g i c a l i n f a n t i l i s m : r e l y i n g o n p s y c h o l o g y a s t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l 

s o u r c e , t h e y u s e t h e c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l s l o g a n s o f t h e a d u l t w o r l d 

( f r e e d o m , e q u a l i t y , a n d s o o n ) b u t a c t a s i f t h e w o r l d w e r e a 

* Involved here was "the general American tendency, perhaps the human 
tendency, to assume that if things are presently bad, they were once better, 
rather than realizing that they are likely to be considered bad precisely 
because they are getting better" (Christopher Jencks and David Riesman, 

The Role of Student Subcultures," The Record, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, October 1967, p. 1 [italics in original]). 
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g i v e n c o n s t a n t . F o r e x a m p l e , i n G e r z o n s b o o k t h e r e i s n o d i s c u s -

s i o n o f h o w r a c i a l i n j u s t i c e c a n b e e l i m i n a t e d , h o w t h e e c o n o m y 

s h o u l d c r e a t e t h e n e e d e d w e a l t h , o r w h o s h o u l d m a k e t h e p l a n e s 

fly, t h e h o s p i t a l s o p e r a t e , t h e s o c i a l s y s t e m w o r k . T h e b o o k d o e s , 

h o w e v e r , c o n t a i n t h e u s u a l e m o t i o n a l e l e m e n t s o f a n i d e o l o g i c a l 

s y s t e m : t h e e n e m i e s a r e a d u l t s a n d t e c h n o l o g y , a n d t h e s e l f -

r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f t h e i d e a l i s t i c y o u n g i s r e p e a t e d l y s t r e s s e d . T h e 

r e s u l t i n g d o c t r i n e i s s e l f - s e r v i n g , s i n c e t h e t e d i o u s t a s k o f m a k i n g 

s o c i e t y f u n c t i o n i s a b a n d o n e d t o o t h e r s , a n d t h e f u t u r e i s l e f t 

v a g u e . * 

Revolutionaries in Search of Revolution 

T h e e x t r e m e N e w L e f t r e p r e s e n t s t h e p h e n o m e n o n o f m i d d l e -

c l a s s r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t m i d d l e - c l a s s s o c i e t y . I t i s n e w i n t h e s e n s e 

t h a t i n e x p l o i t i n g t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l u n r e s t o f s o m e o f t h e c o l l e g e 

g e n e r a t i o n i t d r a w s m u c h o f i t s s u p p o r t f r o m a s o c i a l g r o u p w h i c h 

i s i t s e l f n o t y e t e n g a g e d i n p r o d u c i n g s o c i a l w e a l t h a n d t h e r e f o r e 

c a n n o t b e r e p r e s e n t e d a s b e i n g e x p l o i t e d ; o n t h e w h o l e , t h a t g r o u p 

e n j o y s s o c i a l a n d m a t e r i a l s e c u r i t y , b u t i t i s p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y i n -

s e c u r e , f r u s t r a t e d , b o r e d , a n d g u i l t - r i d d e n . T h i s a l s o a p p e a r s t o b e 

t h e c a s e w i t h s o m e o l d e r s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e N e w L e f t , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

* The psychological interpretation fits well some of the points made by 
Konrad Lorenz: "During and shortly after puberty human beings have an 
indubitable tendency to loosen their allegiance to all traditional rites and 
social norms of their culture, allowing conceptual thought to cast doubt on 
their value and to look around for new and perhaps more worthy ideals. 
There probably is, at that time of life, a definite sensitive period for a new 
object-fixation, much as in the case of the object-fixation found in animals 
and called imprinting. If at that crucial time of life old ideals prove fallacious 
under critical scrutiny and new ones fail to appear, the result is complete 
aimlessness, the utter boredom which characterizes the young delinquent. If, 
on the other hand, the clever demagogue, well versed in the dangerous art 
of producing supranormal stimulus situations, gets hold of young people at 
the susceptible age, he finds it easy to guide their object-fixation in a direc-
tion subservient to his political aims. At the postpubertal age some human 
beings seem to be driven by an overpowering urge to espouse a cause and 
failing to find a worthy one may become fixated on astonishingly inferior 
substitutes" (On Aggression, New York, 1966, p. 258). 
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t h o s e f r o m t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l c o m m u n i t y , w h o s e r e c e n t l y a c q u i r e d 

s o c i a l a n d m a t e r i a l p r e s t i g e i s i n t e n s e l y t h r e a t e n e d b y a s e n s e o f 

p o l i t i c a l i m p o t e n c e a n d i n c r e a s i n g f e a r o f h i s t o r i c a l o b s o l e s c e n c e . 

T h e d i f f i c u l t y e n c o u n t e r e d b y t h e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t i n r e a c h -

i n g t h e " m a s s e s " i s r e l a t e d t o t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . D u r i n g t h e 1 9 3 0 s , r a d i c a l m o v e m e n t s h a d a r e a l b a s i s f o r 

t h e i r h o p e t o r a d i c a l i z e t h e A m e r i c a n l a b o r i n g m a s s e s , w h o w e r e 

s u f f e r i n g f r o m t h e d e p r i v a t i o n s o f t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n a n d o n l y 

t h e n b e g i n n i n g t o d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

T h e r e w a s , i n e f f e c t , a t l e a s t t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r a h i s t o r i c a l s y m -

b i o s i s b e t w e e n r a d i c a l i d e o l o g y a n d t h e f r u s t r a t e d a n d i m p o v e r -

i s h e d m a s s e s . * 

T o d a y t h e s i t u a t i o n i s e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t f o r v e r y m a n y A m e r i -

c a n s , t h o u g h n o t f o r a l l : a s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n n o t e d , t h e c h i l d r e n 

o f A m e r i c a n s w i t h o u t a n y h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n ( t h e b l u e - c o l l a r w o r k -

e r s o f t h e s t i l l i n d u s t r i a l , s e c o n d A m e r i c a ) a r e flocking i n t o 

c o l l e g e s , a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i e t y t h r o u g h i t s a p p a r e n t o p e n n e s s 

r e i n f o r c e s t h e r e l a t i v e f e e l i n g o f w e l l - b e i n g c r e a t e d b y i t s m a t e r i a l 

a d v a n c e s . T h a t s e c o n d A m e r i c a i n c r e a s i n g l y s e e s i t s w a y c l e a r t o 

t h e l o n g - r a n g e o p p o r t u n i t i e s h e l d o u t b y t h e n e w s c i e n t i f i c -

t e c h n o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y . I t i s s i m p l y n o t c o n v i n c e d b y t h e N e w L e f t ' s 

a r g u m e n t t h a t " m o r e o p p o r t u n i t y p l u s m o r e d e m o c r a c y e q u a l s l e s s 

f r e e d o m . " 3 6 T h e N e w L e f t h o l d s l i t t l e p r o m i s e f o r t h e s e c o n d 

A m e r i c a , w h o s e v a r i o u s a n x i e t i e s t e n d r a t h e r t o e x p r e s s t h e m -

s e l v e s i n a p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d e v e n a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l p o s -

t u r e . 

T h i s l e a v e s f o r N e w L e f t m i l i t a n t s , s t i l l i n s e a r c h o f m a s s s u p -

p o r t , o n l y t h e first A m e r i c a , t h e p r e - i n d u s t r i a l a n d t h e i n d u s t r i a l l y 

m o r i b u n d A m e r i c a . B u t h e r e t h e p r o b l e m i s c o m p l i c a t e d b y t h e 

f a c t t h a t m u c h o f t h a t A m e r i c a i s b l a c k a n d t h a t A m e r i c a n b l a c k s 

a r e e i t h e r i n c l i n e d t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f g r a d u a l l y e n l a r g i n g e c o -

0 But only a potential. As Paul Buhle, the editor of Radical America, noted 
in the radical weekly Guardian (June 21, 1969): . . the most notable 
characteristic of American society, in contrast to that of Europe, has been the 
absence of a stable, class conscious proletarian movement." 
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n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e s o r t o s e e k t h e i r i d e n t i t y t h r o u g h m i l i t a n t 

r a c i a l e x c l u s i v e n e s s . I n e i t h e r c a s e , t h e N e w L e f t t e n d s t o a p p e a r 

t o m a n y o f t h e m a s a q u a r r e l s o m e , n o t o v e r l y s e r i o u s w h i t e 

m i d d l e - c l a s s d i v e r s i o n , p e r h a p s o f m a r g i n a l n u i s a n c e v a l u e i n 

s h a k i n g s o m e w h i t e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d i n s t i r r i n g s o m e 

w h i t e c o n s c i e n c e s , b u t g e n e r a l l y l a c k i n g c o n s i s t e n c y , c o n t i n u i t y , 

a n d d e f i n e d p o l i t i c a l d i r e c t i o n . * 

T h e N e w L e f t m i g h t h a v e b e c o m e a m o r e s e r i o u s — a n d 

t h e r e f o r e m o r e c o n s t r u c t i v e — p o l i t i c a l f o r c e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

t o d a y i f i t s p r o p h e t s h a d b e e n i n t e l l e c t u a l l y a b l e t o m o v e b e y o n d 

e i t h e r t h e i r d a t e d E u r o p e a n r a d i c a l i s m o r t h e i r n e w e r e s c a p i s t 

a n t i r a t i o n a l i s m . f F o r e x a m p l e , m o d e r n s o c i e t y p o s e s e s p e c i a l l y 

* The assessment of the SDS by David Hilliard, chief of staff of the Black 
Panther party, is revealing in this connection: "We don't see SDS as being 
so revolutionary. We see SDS as just being another pacification front that's 
given credit by the fascist establishment in order to cause disfusion [sic] in 
hopes that this would weaken the support for the Black Panther party. . . . 

". . . we'll beat those little sissies, those little schoolboys' ass if they don't 
try to straighten up their politics. So we want to make that known to SDS 
and the first motherfucker that gets out of order had better stand in line for 
some kind of disciplinary actions from the Black Panther party" (interview 
in Berkeley Barb, August 4, 1969, as cited by Guardian, August 16, 1969). 
f The intellectual roots of both Marcuse and Chomsky are grounded in 
nineteenth-century European radical dogmatism (on Chomsky and com-
munism, see the particularly perceptive comments by Seymour Martin Lipset, 
"The Left, the Jews and Israel," Encounter, December 1969, p. 34). 

In this regard, comments by Walter Laqueur are particularly pertinent to 
Marcuse's ponderous justifications for his preferred brand of dictatorship and 
to Chomsky's political banalities: "The American youth movement, with its 
immense idealistic potential, has gone badly, perhaps irrevocably, off the 
rails. For this, a great responsibility falls on the shoulders of the gurus who 
have provided the ideological justification for the movement in its present 
phase—those intellectuals, their own bright dreams having faded, who now 
strain to recapture their ideological virginity. . . . The doctors of the Ameri-
can youth movement are in fact part of its disease. They have helped to 
generate a great deal of passion, but aside from the most banal populism 
they have failed to produce a single new idea" ("Reflections on Youth Move-
ments," Commentary, June 1969, p. 40). 

This "banal populism" is expressed in the case of some writers (such as 
A. Mendel, in his trivial "Robots and Rebels," The New Republic, January 
11, 1969) by an intensely Manichaean escapism and by attempts (for ex-
ample, in the more intellectually serious effort by Theodore Roszak, The 
Making of a Counter-Culture, New York, 1969) to legitimize the antirational 
posture of some of the young as a new and enduring culture. The prevailing 
passion of the "gurus" is revealed by the sympathetic comments on Roszak's 
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c o m p l e x p r o b l e m s r e l a t i n g t o e q u a l i t y , a n i s s u e o f m a j o r c o n c e r n 

t o t h e N e w L e f t ; b u t t h o s e p r o b l e m s c a n n o t b e r e s o l v e d b y i n -

v o k i n g n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c r i t i c i s m s o f c a p i t a l i s m . 3 7 I n f a i l i n g t o 

a s s i m i l a t e i n t e l l e c t u a l l y t h e n o v e l t y o f t h e c u r r e n t A m e r i c a n t r a n -

s i t i o n , t h e N e w L e f t h a s m a d e i t s e l f a n e s s e n t i a l l y n e g a t i v e a n d 

o b s o l e s c e n t f o r c e . I n d e e d , t h e N e w L e f t ' s c o m b i n a t i o n o f M a r x i s t 

r h e t o r i c a n d e x a l t a t i o n o f p a s s i o n a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n d e s i g n e d 

t o s h o c k r a t h e r t h a n t o c h a n g e s o c i e t y . T h i s h a s c r e a t e d a s i t u a -

t i o n d e p l o r e d b y e v e n r a d i c a l c r i t i c s o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . * I n a d d i t i o n , t h e N e w L e f t ' s e x u b e r a n t r h e t o r i c , c o u p l e d 

w i t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l i m m a t u r i t y o f t h e y o u n g m i l i t a n t s a n d t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l a n a c h r o n i s m o f i t s p r o p h e t s , h a s r e s u l t e d i n a p r o g r a m -

m a t i c p o s t u r e a n d i d e o l o g i c a l d e b a t e s t h a t o c c a s i o n a l l y v e r g e o n 

t h e h i l a r i o u s . f 

book by philosophy professor Robert Wolff. After noting that Roszak argues 
that "modern industrial society in general, and American society in particular, 
is ugly, repressive, destructive, and subversive of much that is truly human," 
Wolff goes on to say that the above proposition " . . . I take it, is now 
acknowledged to be true by virtually every sensible man and woman. Any-
one who still imagines that the United States is the land of opportunity and 
the bastion of democracy is a candidate either for a mental hospital or for 
Richard Nixon's Cabinet" (The New York Times Book Review, September 
7, 1969, p. 3 ) . 
0 The Guardian, for example, condemned the SDS for its "intoxication with 
sectarianism, dogmatism, obscure rhetoric and empty sloganeering which 
tends to permeate the upper reaches of its leadership. Such practice can 
only further isolate the leadership from a membership which has never en-
joyed a serious, national educational program designed to eliminate gaps in 
political consciousness that exist on the chapter level. . . . We question 
tendencies leading to the application by rote of important and intricate con-
cepts such as the dictatorship of the proletariat and vanguard party, with-
out regard for the present nature of U.S. monopoly capitalism or to adjust-
ments which would have to be made in these formulations to be applicable 
to the world's most industrially advanced nation" (Guardian, July 5, 1969, 
p. 1 2 ) . 
t For example, at the SDS National Convention in 1969 the following 
dialogue took place: "The next speaker, Chaka Walls, minister of informa-
tion of the Illinois Black Panther party . . . then began to explain the role 
of women in the revolution. 'We believe in the freedom of love, in pussy 
power/ he said. A shock wave stunned the arena, and PL responded with 
chants of Tight male chauvinism.' 'We've got some puritans in the crowd,' 
responded Walls. 'Superman was a punk because he never tried to fuck Lois 
Lane.' 

Fight male chauvinism,' PLWSA and many others began to chant. 
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C u m u l a t i v e l y , t h e N e w L e f t h a s l o o s e l y l i n k e d t h e o b s o l e s c e n t s , 

t h e a b s t a i n e r s , a n d t h e e x c l u d e d o f t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e , b u t i t 

h a s o f f e r e d l i t t l e p r o s p e c t o f a r e a l i s t i c r e s p o n s e t o t h i s a g e ' s d i l e m -

m a s . I t i s t h u s m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g a s a s y m p t o m o f s o c i a l c h a n g e 

t h a n f o r i t s p r o g r a m m a t i c m e s s a g e . I t i s a n e s c a p i s t p h e n o m e n o n 

r a t h e r t h a n a d e t e r m i n e d r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t ; i t p r o c l a i m s 

i t s d e s i r e t o c h a n g e s o c i e t y b u t b y a n d l a r g e o f f e r s o n l y a r e f u g e 

f r o m s o c i e t y . * M o r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n t h a n w i t h 

Anger was so intense that Walls stepped down and left the podium to Jewel 
Cook, another Panther spokesman. Cook, not understanding what was wrong 
with 'pussy power,' quickly made matters worse. . . . Cook said: 'He [Walls] 
was only trying to say that you sisters have a strategic position for the 
revolution . . . prone'" (Guardian, June 28, 1969). PLWSA: Progressive 
Labor-Worker—Student Alliance. 

Similarly, the Berkeley Liberation Committee's revolutionary program, 
designed to set a "revolutionary example throughout the world,' contained 
the following thirteen points (Oakland Tribune, June 5, 1969): 

"1—We will make Telegraph Avenue and the South Campus a strategic 
free territory for revolution. 

2—We will create our revolutionary culture everywhere. 
3—We will turn the schools into training grounds for liberation. 
4—We will destroy the university unless it serves the people. 
5—We will struggle for the full liberation of women as a necessary part 

of the revolutionary process. 
6—We will take communal responsibility for basic human needs. 
7—We will protect and expand our drug culture. 
8—We will break the power of the landlords and provide beautiful hous-

ing for everyone. 
9—We will tax the corporations, not the working people. 
10—We will defend ourselves against law and order. 
11—We will create a soulful socialism in Berkeley. 
12—We will create a people's government. 
13—We will unite with other movements throughout the world to destroy 

this racist capitalist imperialist system.". 
* Kenneth Keniston, though suggesting that youth really is shaping the 
future, has characteristically not indicated how it is shaping it, and thus 
appears to take their rhetoric for reality. (See his article "You have to Grow 
Up in Scarsdale to Know How Bad Things Really Are," The New York 
Times Magazine, April 27, 1969.) The same is largely true of Roszak. 

Keniston, moreover, seems to be excessively influenced by prevailing 
moods. Thus in 1961 he wrote that "the drift of American youth, I have 
argued, is away from public involvements and social responsibilities and 
toward a world of private and personal satisfactions. . . . They will assure 
a highly stable political and social order, for few of them will be enough 
committed to politics to consider revolution, subversion, or even radical 
change . . ." ("Social Change and Youth in America," in The Challenge of 
Youth, Eric H. Erikson, ed., New York, 1961, p. 215). 
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t h e s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f i t s a c t s , t h e N e w L e f t c a n a f f o r d t o 

e n g a g e i n t h e w i l d e s t v e r b a l a b u s e , w i t h o u t a n y r e g a r d f o r t h e 

f a c t t h a t i t a l i e n a t e s e v e n t h o s e w h o a r e p o t e n t i a l s u p p o r t e r s . I t s 

c o n c e r n i s t o c r e a t e a s e n s e o f p e r s o n a l i n v o l v e m e n t f o r i t s a d h e r -

e n t s a n d t o r e l e a s e t h e i r p a s s i o n s ; i t p r o v i d e s a p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

s a f e t y v a l v e f o r i t s y o u t h f u l m i l i t a n t s a n d a s e n s e o f v i c a r i o u s 

f u l f i l l m e n t f o r i t s m o r e p a s s i v e , a f f l u e n t , a n d o l d e r a d m i r e r s . * 

D e s p i t e i t s i n c r e a s i n g l y M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t r h e t o r i c , t h e N e w L e f t 

i s m o r e r e m i n i s c e n t o f F o u r i e r i n c o n t e n t 3 8 a n d o f D a d a i s m i n 

s t y l e — a n d q u i t e s y m p t o m a t i c a l l y s o , s i n c e b o t h F o u r i e r a n d 

D a d a i s m w e r e t h e m s e l v e s r e a c t i o n s t o a n e w a g e . 

* For some the sexual revolution also became a partial substitute for political 
action. With political institutions too difficult to tackle, social conventions 
and the universities became convenient targets guaranteed to gain the de-
sired mass-media coverage. As one actress explained the political significance 
of nudism in a statement to The New York Times: 

"I considered (and still do) the naked human body the height of beauty, 
innocence and truth. I wished to oppose my nakedness to the intimate realism 
of Vietnam, in itself only symptomatic of the corruptions and hypocrisies of 
our time. The nude body on stage was the Truth; Vietnam, the Lie. 

"Vietnam, Chicago, and Berkeley made me realize that my body could 
not be my own 'property' any longer, and that trust and vulnerability were 
our only salvation. I wished to say that, in reaching the natural end of their 
emancipation, women of my generation can no longer consider themselves 
as 'property.'" 

A response by a black actress, asked to comment on the same subject, was 
much more to the point: 

"This preoccupation with nudity under the guise of 'sexual liberation' is a 
white hang-up. Too many white 'artists' are constantly making a pretense of 
coming up with new forms, new ideas, and experiments. This is due to the 
fact that they are bankrupt when it comes to the tormenting business of 
artistic creation out of the human condition as it is. This task is much more 
difficult to confront. 

"Any endeavor which employs the blatant and aggressive display of bodily 
nakedness in the glare of public voyeurism, all under the label of artistic 
merit, is not one step above those girlie magazine stores and movie houses 
on 42nd Street. It is what it has always been, pornography for thrill-seeking 
consumers. For the actor, this is nothing short of debilitating and exhausting 
to his artistic individuality. 

And as for liberation, sexual or otherwise, I as a black person am con-
cerned with but only one liberation, and that is the total liberation of all 
black people. This is a reality which is quite naked" (Sally Kirkland and 
JudyAnn Elder, respectively, as quoted in The New York Times, June 22, 



2 5 4 } TV: The American Transition 

The Historic Function of the Militant Left 

O n b a l a n c e , t h e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t a p p e a r s t o b e l a r g e l y ^ 

t r a n s i e n t p h e n o m e n o n , a s y m p t o m o f t h e t e n s i o n s i n h e r e n t i n t h e 

i n t e r a c t i o n o f t h e s e v e r a l A m e r i c a s c o e x i s t i n g i n a t i m e o f g e n e r a l 

A m e r i c a n t r a n s i t i o n . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , t h i s t r a n s i t i o n w i l l c o n -

t i n u e t o s p a r k a d d i t i o n a l v i o l e n c e , a n d t h e b r o a d e r f r u s t r a t i o n s 

b e s e t t i n g s o m e y o u n g p e o p l e m a y p r o m p t a m o r e p r o t r a c t e d 

a l i e n a t i o n f r o m t h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m . T h e d e c l i n e i n t h e a t t r a c t i v e -

n e s s o f b u s i n e s s o r g o v e r n m e n t c a r e e r s m a y d e n y t h e s y s t e m a 

m e a s u r e o f s o c i a l t a l e n t , b u t t h i s a l i e n a t i o n o f s o m e m i d d l e - c l a s s 

y o u t h ( e s p e c i a l l y f r o m t h e b e t t e r u n i v e r s i t i e s ) , t h e s o u r c e f r o m 

w h i c h A m e r i c a ' s e l i t e i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y d r a w n , m a y w e l l a c t a s a 

s o c i a l e q u a l i z e r b y o p e n i n g u p c a r e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r first-

g e n e r a t i o n , p o s t - b l u e - c o l l a r u r b a n y o u t h w h o h a v e i n r e c e n t y e a r s 

g a i n e d g r e a t e r a c c e s s t o a d v a n c e d e d u c a t i o n . 

T h e l o n g - r u n h i s t o r i c f u n c t i o n o f t h e m i l i t a n t N e w L e f t d e p e n d s 

l a r g e l y o n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n w h i c h i t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y e i t h e r 

f a d e o r b e s u p p r e s s e d . T h o u g h i t s e l f i d e o l o g i c a l l y b a r r e n a n d 

p o l i t i c a l l y f u t i l e , i t m i g h t s e r v e a s a n a d d i t i o n a l s p u r t o s o c i a l 

c h a n g e , a c c e l e r a t i n g s o m e r e f o r m s . I f i t d o e s , e v e n t h o u g h t h e 

N e w L e f t i t s e l f d i s a p p e a r s , i t s f u n c t i o n i n t h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n 

r e v o l u t i o n w i l l h a v e b e e n p o s i t i v e ; i f n o t , i t w i l l h a v e b e e n a 

c a t a l y s t f o r a m o r e r e a c t i o n a r y s o c i a l r e s p o n s e t o t h e n e w d i l e m -

m a s . 

T h e a n a r c h i s t i c e l e m e n t i n t h e N e w L e f t h a s o f t e n b e e n n o t e d . 

L e s s a t t e n t i o n h a s b e e n p a i d t o i t s t o t a l i t a r i a n p r e d i s p o s i t i o n . Y e t 

b o t h e l e m e n t s a r e i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h e N e w L e f t ' s b e h a v i o r a n d 

m o o d . D e s p i t e t h e d e m o c r a t i c r h e t o r i c a n d p r o c l a i m e d c o n c e r n 

w i t h e q u a l i t y , t h e d e m a n d s o f t h e N e w L e f t — i n t h e p e r c e p t i v e 

w o r d s o f a s y m p a t h e t i c o b s e r v e r — h a v e b e e n " f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

e l i t i s t a n d a r i s t o c r a t i c , a n d s h o u l d b e f r a n k l y f a c e d a s s u c h . " 3 9 

I t s m e m b e r s h i p , i n t e r m s o f b o t h s o c i a l c o m p o s i t i o n a n d p s y -

c h o l o g i c a l m a k e - u p , i s r e m a r k a b l y a n a l o g o u s t o t h a t o f E u r o p e a n 

g r o u p s w h i c h , i n r e s p o n s e t o o v e r w h e l m i n g c o m p l e x i t y a n d t i m e s 
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o f s t r e s s , g r a v i t a t e d t o w a r d t o t a l i t a r i a n m o v e m e n t s . I n E u r o p e 

s u c h g r o u p s w e r e r e c r u i t e d f r o m a m o n g m a r g i n a l m e m b e r s o f 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , t h e u n a f f i l i a t e d i n t e l l e c t u a l s , n e w a n d r e c e n t l y 

uprooted p r o l e t a r i a n s , and s o m e o f t h e m o r e i s o l a t e d trade u n i o n -

i s t s . 4 0 I n A m e r i c a , g i v e n t h e n e w f o r c e s s h a p i n g i t s s o c i e t y , m e m -

b e r s h a v e t o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t b e e n d r a w n f r o m a m o n g u n a f f i l i a t e d 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s , s t u d e n t s — w h o i n e f f e c t f o r m a n e w c l a s s — a n d s o m e 

m e m b e r s o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , a l l o f w h o m , u n l i k e t h e i r E u r o p e a n 

c o u n t e r p a r t s , a r e r e s p o n d i n g l e s s t o e c o n o m i c a n d m o r e t o p s y -

c h o l o g i c a l a n x i e t i e s . T h e s e e l e m e n t s a r e u n i t e d b y t h e i r p r o c l i v i t y 

f o r t o t a l s o l u t i o n s a n d t h e i r b o r e d o m o r i m p a t i e n c e w i t h i n c r e -

m e n t a l c h a n g e . 

T h e s t r o n g t o t a l i t a r i a n t e n d e n c i e s o f t h e N e w L e f t a r e e v i d e n t 

f r o m i t s c o n d u c t a n d p r e s c r i p t i o n s . * Y e t i t m o r e a c c u r a t e l y w a r -

r a n t s t h e t e r m " n e o - t o t a l i t a r i a n , " b e c a u s e i t h a s l a r g e l y f a i l e d t o 

f o r g e s u f f i c i e n t u n i t y t o e m e r g e a s a r e l a t i v e l y d i s c i p l i n e d , o r -

g a n i z e d t o t a l i t a r i a n m o v e m e n t . I t s t o t a l i t a r i a n m o o d a n d a s p i r a -

t i o n s h a v e n o t y e t b e e n m a t c h e d b y t o t a l i t a r i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n , e v e n 

t h o u g h t h e b i t t e r i n t e r n a l f a c t i o n a l c o n f l i c t s a n d m u t u a l e x p u l s i o n s 

a r e s t r o n g l y r e m i n i s c e n t o f e a r l i e r d o g m a t i c m o v e m e n t s . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e s h a r p e d g e o f t h e N e w L e f t ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l — a n d 

s o m e t i m e s e v e n p h y s i c a l — a t t a c k s h a s b e e n a i m e d a t t h o s e A m e r i -

c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s w h o s e n o r m a l o p e r a t i o n r e l i e s m o s t o n r e a s o n a n d 

n o n v i o l e n c e . T h e u n i v e r s i t y , a p e c u l i a r l y d e f e n s e l e s s a n d v u l n e r -

a b l e s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n — a n d i n A m e r i c a t h e p r i n c i p a l h a v e n f o r 

l i b e r a l t h o u g h t — h a s b e e n a p r i m a r y t a r g e t b e c a u s e i t o f f e r s t h e 

g r e a t e s t c h a n c e f o r s u c c e s s w i t h t h e l e a s t a m o u n t o f r i s k . M o r e 

g e n e r a l l y , l e a d i n g N e w L e f t s p o k e s m e n h a v e b e e n c o n t e m p t u o u s 

o f f r e e s p e e c h , d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e d u r e s , a n d m a j o r i t y r u l e . T h e y 

h a v e l e f t l i t t l e r o o m f o r d o u b t a s t o h o w t h e y w o u l d h a n d l e t h e i r 

c r i t i c s i f t h e N e w L e f t w e r e e v e r t o g a i n p o w e r . 

Though they seemingly conflict, the anarchistic and the totali-

* By no means the most glaring example of the latter is the explicit ad-
vocacy of repression of views divergent from those approved by the New 
Left. See Robert Wolff, Barrington Moore, Jr., Herbert Marcuse, A Critique 
of Pure Tolerance, Boston, 1965, especially pp. 81-110. 
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t a r i a n s t r a n d s o f t h e N e w L e f t h a v e b e e n m u t u a l l y r e i n f o r c i n g . 

T h e a n a r c h i s t i c c o m p o n e n t i s i n t u n e w i t h t h e u n c e r t a i n t i e s 

c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e r a p i d a n d b a f f l i n g p a c e o f c h a n g e ; t h e t o t a l i -

t a r i a n c o m p o n e n t , d e r i v e d f r o m t h e M a n i c h a e a n s e n s e o f a b s o l u t e 

s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s , p r o v i d e s a s e c u r e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r c o n -

f r o n t i n g t h a t c h a n g e . I t s h o u l d b e r e m e m b e r e d , m o r e o v e r , t h a t 

t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m r a r e l y p r o c l a i m s i t s e l f i n a d v a n c e ; i t e m e r g e s 

t h r o u g h p r a c t i c e . S i n c e t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , t h e o v e r - a l l p o l i t i -

c a l s t y l e o f t h e W e s t e r n w o r l d h a s c a l l e d f o r r e l i a n c e o n s l o g a n s 

e x p r e s s i n g d e v o t i o n t o f r e e d o m a n d e q u a l i t y . E v e n f a s c i s m 

c l a i m e d t h a t i t s d i s c i p l i n e m a d e m e n f r e e . T h e r a d i c a l l e f t h a s 

b e e n s h r i l l i n p r o c l a i m i n g i t s c o m m i t m e n t t o t r u e d e m o c r a c y , b u t 

t h e r e a l t e s t o f d e m o c r a c y i s n o t u l t i m a t e g o a l s b u t t h e p r o c e d u r e s 

u s e d i n a t t a i n i n g t h e m . 

N e w L e f t m i l i t a n t s h a v e t h u s t h r e a t e n e d A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l i s m 

i n a m a n n e r r e m i n i s c e n t o f t h e h a r m d o n e t o d e m o c r a t i c A m e r i c a n 

c o n s e r v a t i s m a n d l i b e r a l a n t i c o m m u n i s m b y t h e M c C a r t h y p h e -

n o m e n o n o f t h e 1 9 5 0 s . T h e N e w L e f t h a s j e o p a r d i z e d A m e r i c a n 

s o c i a l p r o g r e s s b y p r o v i d i n g a c o n v e n i e n t r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n f o r t h e 

m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s . B e y o n d t h i s , i t h a s b r o u g h t 

t o t h e s u r f a c e a n d i n t e n s i f i e d — b u t n o t c a u s e d — t h e c u r r e n t c r i s i s 

o f A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l i s m . T h a t h a s p e r h a p s b e e n t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 

p o l i t i c a l r e s u l t o f t h e N e w L e f t ' s n e o - t o t a l i t a r i a n r e a c t i o n t o t h e 

t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n . 

T o a g r e a t e x t e n t , m o d e r n A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l i s m h a s i t s e l f t o 

b l a m e f o r i t s p r e s e n t c r i s i s . L o n g t h e a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e p h i l o s o p h y 

o f i n d u s t r i a l A m e r i c a , * l i b e r a l i s m h a s n o t o n l y d o m i n a t e d t h e 

3. The Crisis of Liberalism 

* "For along with its agrarianism the new nation was imbued with liberalism, 
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p o l i t i c a l d i s c o u r s e o f t h e c o u n t r y b u t l a t e l y h a s b e e n firmly e n -

s c o n c e d i n t h e s e a t o f p o w e r , f r o m w h i c h i t h a s c o n f r o n t e d t h e 

e n t r e n c h e d b u t l a r g e l y d e f e n s i v e c o n g r e s s i o n a l r u r a l - c o n s e r v a t i v e 

f o r c e s . S w e p t o u t o f o f f i c e i n 1 9 3 2 , t h e R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y n e e d e d 

t h i r t y - s i x y e a r s , a w o r l d w a r , t w o A s i a n w a r s , a n d d o m e s t i c r a c i a l -

s o c i a l u n r e s t i n o r d e r t o r e g a i n t h e W h i t e H o u s e . ( E i s e n h o w e r s 

v i c t o r y i n 1 9 5 2 w a s a p e r s o n a l t r i u m p h , n o t a p a r t y o n e ; h e w o u l d 

a l s o h a v e w o n a s a D e m o c r a t i c c a n d i d a t e . ) Y e t e v e n t h e n t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y d i d s o l e s s b y o f f e r i n g a n a l t e r n a t i v e p o l i t i c a l 

p h i l o s o p h y t h a n b y c a p i t a l i z i n g o n t h e d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n A m e r i c a n 

l i b e r a l i s m a n d o n t h e n a t i o n ' s u n e a s i n e s s w i t h l i b e r a l p r e s c r i p t i o n s 

a n d s t y l e . 

T h e p r e s c r i p t i o n s a n d s t y l e w e r e o n c e a c r e a t i v e a n d h u m a n e 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e p r e s s u r e s a n d i n i q u i t i e s o f i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m . 

A b o u t t h e s e d i l e m m a s A m e r i c a n c o n s e r v a t i v e s h a d l i t t l e t o s a y , 

a n d A m e r i c a n c o n s e r v a t i s m , p r e a c h i n g p u r i t a n h o m i l i e s a n d e x -

t o l l i n g t h e v i r t u e s o f f r e e e n t e r p r i s e , d i d n o t s u c c e e d i n m a k i n g 

a f u l l a d j u s t m e n t t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e o r t o t h e m a s s i v e s o c i a l a n d 

p o l i t i c a l a w a k e n i n g i t p r o m p t e d . T h i s l e f t t h e field e i t h e r t o d o c -

t r i n a i r e r a d i c a l s , w h o l a r g e l y d r e w o n E u r o p e a n e x p e r i e n c e , o r 

t o l i b e r a l s , w h o s o u g h t t o a d a p t t h e i d e a l i s m a n d t h e o p t i m i s m 

o f t h e A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n t o t h e n e w i n d u s t r i a l a g e . T h e s u c c e s s 

o f t h e l i b e r a l s p r e s e r v e d A m e r i c a ' s u n i q u e n e s s — a n d t h i s h a s b e e n 

t h e i r c r o w n i n g a c h i e v e m e n t . 

Whig to the bone. Neither throne nor altar, nor, above all, reverence for 
the past existed as barriers to the new leveling forces unleashed by industrial 
technology. 

"The political turning point was the defeat of the South in the Civil War, 
which ended forever any possibility of a nation based on agrarian values— 
and, indeed, destroyed forever the possibility of a conservatism that was 
anything other than intellectual preciousness or a shield for particular busi-
ness interests. Bryan's constituents in the crucial election of 1896 were small 
farmer capitalists who were resentful of their disadvantaged position within 
the system rather than of industrial processes as such. When in the i93o's 
a group of southern writers responded to the American economic crisis and 
the attendant cultural crisis of industrial capitalism with their manifesto 
III Take My Stand, looking to agrarianism and rejecting both socialism and 
industrial capitalism in favor of small property, they found little resonance. 
Dixieland reacted to the Depression by standing in the vanguard of those 
supporting the state capitalism of the New Deal" (Victor C. Ferkiss, Tech-
nological Man: The Myth and the Reality, New York, 1969, pp. 65 -66) . 
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W i t h o u t t h e l i b e r a l , A m e r i c a m i g h t w e l l h a v e e i t h e r d e c a y e d 

e c o n o m i c a l l y o r , p e r h a p s e v e n m o r e l i k e l y , f a l l e n v i c t i m t o a n 

a n t i d e m o c r a t i c s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s . T h e g e n i u s o f t h e N e w 

D e a l l i b e r a l s o l u t i o n w a s t o f u s e t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s m i n t r i n s i c i n 

A m e r i c a n h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e — a n i n d i v i d u a l i s m t h a t h a s i n h e r -

e n t l y r e i n f o r c e d a c o n s e r v a t i v e r e l u c t a n c e t o w a r d c o l l e c t i v e s o c i a l 

a c t i o n — w i t h a s e n s e o f s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s d e f i n e d t h r o u g h 

t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s . I n s o d o i n g , A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l s i n i t i a l l y 

a v o i d e d t h e d o g m a t i c r i g i d i t i e s o f E u r o p e a n s o c i a l i s t s , t h o u g h 

t h e y h a v e t e n d e d t o s h a r e w i t h t h e m t h e i n c l i n a t i o n t o r e l y o n 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t a s t h e p r i n c i p a l i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y f o r s o c i a l r e f o r m s . 

T h i s i n c l i n a t i o n , p h i l o s o p h i c a l p r e f e r e n c e a p a r t , w a s i n a n y c a s e 

d i c t a t e d b y t h e s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l i n g i n A m e r i c a : t h e n a t i o n a l g o v -

e r n m e n t w a s t h e o n l y i n s t r u m e n t t h a t w a s r e l a t i v e l y r e s p o n s i v e 

t o t h e d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s , t h a t c o u l d b e u s e d t o e x p r e s s a n d f u l -

fill t h e w e l f a r e n e e d s o f t h e m a s s e s , t h a t c o u l d b l u n t t h e s h a r p 

e d g e o f e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t y . 

The Liberal Janus 

I n t h e p r o c e s s , h o w e v e r , t h e A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l b e c a m e i n c r e a s -

i n g l y a s t a t i s t e s t a b l i s h m e n t a r i a n , c o n f i d e n t o f h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n s 

a n d c o n v i n c e d t h a t h e h a d d i s c o v e r e d t h e w a y t o m a n a g e s o c i a l 

c h a n g e . I n d e e d , t h e A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l b e c a m e a J a n u s - l i k e c r e a -

t u r e , g r a d u a l l y a c q u i r i n g t w o f a c e s . T h e r e l a t i v e l y p r a g m a t i c l i b -

e r a l w h o w a s r o o t e d i n t h e A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n a n d 

w h o s e s o c i a l v a l u e s p r o v i d e d t h e b r o a d f r a m e w o r k f o r a n o n d o g -

m a t i c a p p r o a c h t o p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g c a m e t o b e m a t c h e d b y a 

m o r e i d e o l o g i c a l , e v e n t u a l l y m o r e d o g m a t i c l i b e r a l , w h o w a s i n -

c r e a s i n g l y i n c l i n e d t o w a r d a b s t r a c t s o c i a l e n g i n e e r i n g , p r o n e t o 

d r a w h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m E u r o p e a n l e f t r a d i c a l i s m , 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y h o s t i l e t o t h e b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y , a n d r a t h e r i m p a -

t i e n t w i t h t h e n o n i d e o l o g i c a l " e x p e d i e n t " a t t i t u d e o f t h e p r a g m a -

t i c l i b e r a l p o w e r p r a c t i t i o n e r . T h e e m e r g e n c e o f t h e s e c o n d l i b e r a l 

w a s c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h t h e g r o w t h i n p r e s t i g e a n d i n f l u e n c e o f 

t h e A m e r i c a n i n t e l l e c t u a l c o m m u n i t y a f t e r W o r l d W a r I I . I n c r e a s -
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i n g l y , i t w a s t h i s m o r e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l w h o s e t t h e t o n e a n d 

w h o d o m i n a t e d A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l i s m , t h o u g h h e w a s s t i l l u n a b l e 

d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s t o g a i n f u l l c o n t r o l o f t h e D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y . 

T h e a c c e s s i o n o f t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l t o p r o m i n e n c e a n d p o -

l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e , i f n o t t o p o w e r — a d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h c o i n c i d e d 

w i t h t h e i n t e n s i f y i n g s t r e s s e s i n t h e A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y — h a d m u c h 

t o d o w i t h a s u b t l e b u t i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e o f t o n e i n t h e l i b e r a l 

d i s c o u r s e . B o t h t h e p r o c e d u r a l e l e m e n t s r o o t e d i n l i b e r a l d e m o c -

r a c y ' s a t t a c h m e n t t o l e g a l o r d e r a n d t h e p a t r i o t i c p r i d e i n A m e r -

i c a ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t s t e n d e d t o b e d o w n g r a d e d i n 

f a v o r o f g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s o n r a p i d s o c i a l c h a n g e , o n r e s t r u c t u r i n g 

e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s , a n d o n a m o r e g e n e r a l a n d h i g h l y c r i t i c a l r e -

a p p r a i s a l o f t h e A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n . 

T h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l , m o r e o v e r , w a s n o t i n n o c e n t o f t h e s i n 

o f i n t e l l e c t u a l a r r o g a n c e . 4 1 S i n c e n e i t h e r t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e n o r t h e 

c o m m u n i s t w a s a b l e t o m a t c h h i s s o c i a l s u c c e s s , h i s s e l f - c o n f i -

d e n c e g r a d u a l l y d e v e l o p e d i n t o a r r o g a n c e , o f t e n e x p r e s s e d b y a n 

i n t o l e r a n c e o f c r i t i c s a n d a n i n c l i n a t i o n t o l a b e l a s r e a c t i o n a r i e s a l l 

w h o d e v i a t e d f r o m t h e l i b e r a l n o r m a s h e h i m s e l f d e f i n e d i t . T h i s 

i n c l i n a t i o n b e c a m e m o s t m a r k e d i n t h e a c a d e m i c w o r l d , a n e n -

v i r o n m e n t i n c r e a s i n g l y d o m i n a t e d b y l i b e r a l i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 4 2 w h o 

w e r e m o r e i n c l i n e d t h a n t h e l i b e r a l p o w e r p r a c t i t i o n e r s t o c o n -

c e p t u a l i z e s t a t i s t l i b e r a l i s m a n d t o e x c o m m u n i c a t e d e v i a n t s . A s 

a r e s u l t , a h u m a n e a n d c r e a t i v e c r e e d g r a d u a l l y a c q u i r e d o v e r -

t o n e s o f d o m i n a n t o r t h o d o x y . 

T h i s m a d e i t m o r e d i f f i c u l t e i t h e r t o p e r c e i v e o r t o r e s p o n d t o 

n e w a n d u n u s u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . T h e A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l a p p r o a c h e d 

t h e d i l e m m a s p o s e d b y t h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n w i t h a N e w 

D e a l s t r a t e g y t r i e d a n d t e s t e d d u r i n g t h e r e c e n t i n d u s t r i a l - c a p i t a l -

i s t c r i s i s . T h e r e w a s l i t t l e i n t h e d o c t r i n a i r e - l i b e r a l a n a l y s i s o f t h e 

p r o b l e m s f a c i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s t h a t d e p a r t e d f r o m 

t h e p r i n c i p l e s a n d r e m e d i e s d e v e l o p e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g d e c a d e s ; 

t h e r e w a s l i t t l e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e g r o w i n g r e s p o n s i v e n e s s t o s o c i a l 

p r o b l e m s o f s o c i e t a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s o t h e r t h a n t h e 

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . 

Moreover, the doctrinaire liberals were by and large late in 
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r e c o g n i z i n g t h e a n t i d e m o c r a t i c a n d a n t i l i b e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 

N e w L e f t . V a r i o u s f a c t o r s p l a y e d a r o l e h e r e , n o t t h e l e a s t o f 

w h i c h w a s t h a t i n t h e p a s t s o m e o f t h e m h a d flirted w i t h c o m m u -

n i s m . T h o u g h S t a l i n i s m h a d e v e n t u a l l y d i s e n c h a n t e d m o s t o f 

t h e m , t h e f e a r o f b e i n g " o u t f l a n k e d o n t h e l e f t " r e m a i n e d a s t r o n g 

r e f l e x , w h i l e t h e c r u d i t i e s o f M c C a r t h y i s m h a d m a d e anti-anticom-

m u n i s m h i g h l y f a s h i o n a b l e , s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e , a n d p o l i t i c a l l y 

l e s s risky t h a n f e l l o w - t r a v e l i n g . T h u s m a n y d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l s — 

u n l i k e t h e i r p r a g m a t i c p o l i t i c a l c o u n t e r p a r t s , w h o w e r e m o r e i n 

t u n e w i t h t h e m o o d o f t h e e l e c t o r a t e — r e s p o n d e d t o t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e s l o g a n s v o i c e d b y t h e N e w L e f t sounded d e m o c r a t i c ; t h e i r u n -

d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e d u r e s w e r e e x c u s e d a s e x a m p l e s o f y o u t h f u l e x -

u b e r a n c e a n d a d m i r a b l e i d e a l i s m . 

T h e d o w n g r a d i n g o f o r d e r l y l e g a l p r o c e d u r e , o n t h e g r o u n d 

t h a t i t h a d b e c o m e a b u t t r e s s o f c o n s e r v a t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s , c o n -

t r i b u t e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e c r i s i s o f l e g i t i m a c y o f t h e A m e r i c a n s y s t e m . 

T h i s c r i s i s i s c l e a r l y l i n k e d w i t h t h e u n w i l l i n g n e s s o f a m a j o r s e c -

t o r o f t h e d o m i n a n t l i b e r a l c o m m u n i t y t o i n s i s t o n l e g a l p r o c e -

d u r e s . T h e a m b i v a l e n c e o f s o m a n y p r o m i n e n t l i b e r a l s , a n d t h e i r 

i n c l i n a t i o n t o r a t i o n a l i z e a b u s e s b y m i l i t a n t s — r e f l e c t i n g i n p a r t 

t h e i r h i g h l y p e r m i s s i v e e d u c a t i o n a l c o n c e p t s — c o n v e y e d t h e w e a k -

e n i n g l i b e r a l c o m m i t m e n t t o w h a t h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n a v i t a l 

i n g r e d i e n t o f d e m o c r a c y : r e s p e c t f o r m a j o r i t y r u l e a s e x p r e s s e d b y 

e s t a b l i s h e d d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e d u r e s . 

The Price of Victorious Skepticism 

T h i s c r i s i s o f l i b e r a l v a l u e s ( a n d t h e N e w L e f t q u i t e a c c u r a t e l y 

d i a g n o s e d i t a s s u c h a n d t h e r e b y g a i n e d c o n f i d e n c e i n i t s a t t a c k 

o n l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y ) i s i n t u r n r e l a t e d t o m o r e b a s i c c a u s e s . 

L i b e r a l i s m w a s i n i t i a l l y n o t o n l y a n e x p r e s s i o n o f a r e l e v a n t , m o d -

e r n , a n d h u m a n e r e s p o n s e t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s c r e a t e d b y i n d u s t r i a l -

i s m b u t a l s o a n a t t a c k o n t h e t h e n p r e v a i l i n g o r t h o d o x i e s . T h e s e 

o r t h o d o x i e s , r o o t e d i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t y , w e r e a b l e n d o f r e -

l i g i o u s v i e w s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e i n s t i n c t s r e i n f o r c e d b y , a n d r e -
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i n f o r c i n g , e s t a b l i s h e d c h u r c h a n d r u r a l - a r i s t o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

T h e l i b e r a l a t t a c k o n t h e s e d e e p l y i n g r a i n e d o r t h o d o x i e s a n d b e -

l i e f s w a s p a r t o f t h e e m e r g i n g m o o d o f r a t i o n a l i s m a n d s k e p t i -

c i s m . T h i s m o o d w a s r e m a r k a b l y w e l l s u i t e d t o t h e n e e d s o f t h e 

n e w i n d u s t r i a l a g e . L i b e r a l s r e f l e c t e d t h e s p i r i t o f t h e t i m e s i n 

a t t a c k i n g i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d r e l i g i o n ; t h e y w e r e f a s h i o n a b l e i n t h e i r 

a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m ; t h e y w e r e m o d e r n a n d m o d e r n i z i n g i n a t t a c k i n g 

t h e r u r a l - a r i s t o c r a t i c c o n c e p t s o f l i f e . T h e y w e r e a l s o r e m a r k a b l y 

s u c c e s s f u l , a n d b y t h e m i d - t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

h a d b e c o m e a n e s s e n t i a l l y s e c u l a r s o c i e t y , i t s m a s s m e d i a a n d i t s 

e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m d o m i n a t e d — e x c e p t f o r p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l s — b y 

a n e s s e n t i a l l y r a t i o n a l i s t a n d s k e p t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y . 

L i b e r a l s u c c e s s a l s o m a r k e d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e l i b e r a l c r i s i s . 

W i t h s u c c e s s c a m e e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s b e c o m i n g 

a s o c i e t y w i t h o u t a n y i n t e g r a t i n g v a l u e s o r i n t e g r a t i n g c u l t u r a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e m a s s m e d i a c o u l d n o t r e p l a c e r e l i g i o n a s t h e 

s o u r c e o f i n t e g r a t i o n , s i n c e t h e i r o r i e n t a t i o n w a s i t s e l f d e v o i d o f 

m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l c o n c e r n s , a n d u n a l l o y e d n a t i o n a l i s m a l o n e w a s 

c l e a r l y a d a n g e r t o l i b e r a l v a l u e s . S k e p t i c i s m w a s s i m p l y n o t 

e n o u g h w h e n i t e m e r g e d a s t h e t r i u m p h a n t a n t i t h e s i s o f t r a d i -

t i o n a l r e l i g i o n . T h e g r a v i t a t i o n o f s o m e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l s t o w a r d 

t h e r a d i c a l l e f t w a s h e n c e a l s o p a r t i a l l y a c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e i r 

s u c c e s s . U n d e r s t a n d a b l y u n a b l e t o t u r n t o w a r d t h e v a l u e s t h e y 

h a d a l w a y s c o m b a t e d , t h e s e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l s w e r e a t t r a c t e d 

t o t h e m o r e i n t e n s e l y h e l d b e l i e f s o f t h e r a d i c a l l e f t , s i n c e s u c h 

b e l i e f s w e r e s i m i l a r l y d e r i v e d f r o m a r e j e c t i o n o f t h e o l d . F o r 

m o s t l i b e r a l s , h o w e v e r , t h e t u r n t o t h e e x t r e m e l e f t w a s n o t a n 

a c c e p t a b l e s o l u t i o n , f o r i t i n v o l v e d a b e t r a y a l o f t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l 

d e m o c r a t i c i d e a l s . B u t w h a t , t h e y w e r e f o r c e d t o a s k t h e m s e l v e s , 

w a s t o b e t h e s u b s t a n c e o f a v i c t o r i o u s s k e p t i c i s m ? 

B e l i e f i s a n i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l c e m e n t . A s o c i e t y t h a t d o e s n o t 

b e l i e v e i n a n y t h i n g i s a s o c i e t y i n a s t a t e o f d i s s o l u t i o n . T h e s h a r -

i n g o f c o m m o n a s p i r a t i o n s a n d a u n i f y i n g f a i t h i s e s s e n t i a l t o 

c o m m u n i t y l i f e . T h i s i s a f a c t t h a t t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y d o c t r i n a i r e 

a n d s k e p t i c a l l i b e r a l i s b e g i n n i n g t o c o n f r o n t , e s p e c i a l l y a s a c o n -

s e q u e n c e o f h i s a m b i v a l e n c e i n d e f e n d i n g p r o c e d u r a l d e m o c r a c y . 
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I n d e e d , t h e c h i e f b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f t h i s l i b e r a l c o n f u s i o n h a v e b e e n 

t h e A m e r i c a n c o n s e r v a t i v e s w h o , t h o u g h l a r g e l y u n r e s p o n s i v e t o 

t h e s o c i a l d i l e m m a s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a , h a v e r e a p e d p o l i t -

i c a l r e w a r d s b y a d v o c a t i n g n a t i o n a l i s m , p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , a n d 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r . 

F r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f t h e l i b e r a l w h o s e e s h i m s e l f a s a p r o -

g r e s s i v e f o r c e , b e l i e f i s n e c e s s a r y t o t h e e f f e c t i v e s o c i a l a s s i m i l a -

t i o n o f c h a n g e . T h e s o c i a l c o s t s o f t h e a b s e n c e o f c o n v i c t i o n a n d 

t h e p a r a l y z i n g e f f e c t s o f s k e p t i c i s m a s a r u l i n g p r i n c i p l e h a v e b e e n 

m o s t g r a p h i c a l l y s h o w n b y t h e l i b e r a l ' s a m b i v a l e n t r e s p o n s e t o 

t h e n e w b l a c k c h a l l e n g e . T h e l i b e r a l w a s i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e 

s t r u g g l e f o r r a c i a l e q u a l i t y a s l o n g a s i t w a s o p p o s e d b y t h e c o n -

s e r v a t i v e s ; o n c e t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e d a m s h a d c r u m b l e d a n d t h e 

b l a c k e m e r g e d w i t h d e m a n d s t h a t w e r e n o l o n g e r d e f i n e d f o r h i m 

b y t h e w h i t e l i b e r a l , t h e l i b e r a l b e c a m e b a f f l e d . T h i s w a s t h e c a s e 

i n N e w Y o r k C i t y ' s s t r u g g l e o v e r c o m m u n i t y c o n t r o l o f s c h o o l s , 

a n d i t w a s a l s o t h e c a s e a t C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y , w h e r e a r m e d b l a c k 

s t u d e n t s p r e s e n t e d t h e i r d e m a n d s i n t h e f o r m o f a n u l t i m a t u m . 

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , s o m e l i b e r a l s a p p e a r e d t o t u r n c o n s e r v a t i v e : 

t h e y r e j e c t e d b l a c k d e m a n d s f o r s e p a r a t e s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . O t h e r s 

t u r n e d i n t o u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d c a p i t u l a t o r s : t h e y g r a n t e d a l l b l a c k 

d e m a n d s i n a n a t t e m p t t o e x p i a t e t h e i r g u i l t a s w h i t e m e n . 0 

Y e t w h a t s o c i e t y n e e d e d m o s t i n t h i s t i m e o f t r a n s i t i o n w a s e x -

a c t l y w h a t t h e l i b e r a l — u n c e r t a i n o f h i m s e l f b e c a u s e h i s t r a d i -

t i o n a l e n e m y w a s p r o s t r a t e — f o u n d m o s t d i f f i c u l t t o p r o v i d e : a 

d e f i n i t i o n o f h i s p r i n c i p l e s , a n a f f i r m a t i o n o f h i s c o n v i c t i o n s , a n d 

a w i l l i n g n e s s t o a c t o n h i s d e v o t i o n t o l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y . A m e r i -

* It is truly remarkable that no prominent liberal educator was willing to 
say to his black students: 4T will not engage in reverse discrimination by 
granting indiscriminately any demands that you choose to make simply be-
cause you are black. I will treat you as I treat all my students. The era of 
discrimination is over and I will not return to it under a new guise. I can 
understand the psychological roots of your demands, as well as some of your 
fears in having to compete with better prepared whites. I will, therefore, do 
everything I can to remedy the situation, even at considerable cost and 
organizational effort, but I will not grant those demands which will have 
the effect of perpetuating your exclusion from this society." 
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c a n b l a c k s a l s o n e e d e d s u c h a r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e l i b e r a l , f o r t h e 

a s s i m i l a t i o n o f a n y e t h n i c o r r a c i a l g r o u p i n t o s o c i e t y r e q u i r e s 

s t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d d e f i n e d , t h o u g h n o t d o g m a t i c , v a l u e s . T h e 

i n t e g r a t i o n o f b l a c k s , d i f f i c u l t e n o u g h u n d e r m o s t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

b e c o m e s h o p e l e s s i f e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d v a l u e s f a i l t o p r o v i d e 

a f r a m e w o r k r e s i l i e n t e n o u g h t o a b s o r b t h e s t r a i n s i n h e r e n t i n t h e 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d e n t r a n c e o f a l a r g e r a c i a l m i n o r i t y i n t o e q u a l s o -

c i e t a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . T h e e m e r g e n c e o f r a d i c a l , a n t i d e m o c r a t i c , 

a n d e v e n r a c i s t y o u n g b l a c k l e a d e r s h i p w a s d o u b t l e s s p r i m a r i l y 

d u e t o t h e w h i t e c o m m u n i t y ' s s l o w r e s p o n s e t o b l a c k a s p i r a t i o n s ; 

i t w a s a l s o , h o w e v e r , d u e t o t h e g r o w i n g c o n t e m p t b y t h e N e w 

L e f t a n d y o u n g e r b l a c k l e a d e r s f o r d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e d u r e s a n d t o 

t h e i r r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t s u c h c o n t e m p t c o u l d b e e x p r e s s e d w i t h i m -

p u n i t y , g i v e n t h e l i b e r a l ' s o w n a m b i v a l e n c e a b o u t t h e l e g i t i m a c y 

o f d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e d u r e s a n d t h e m e a n i n g o f d e m o c r a t i c b e l i e f . 

T h e r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f t h i s s i t u a t i o n w e r e e v e n b r o a d e r a n d p o l i t -

i c a l l y m o r e p a i n f u l t o t h e l i b e r a l : t h e y l e d t o i n c r e a s e d r e j e c t i o n 

o f l i b e r a l v a l u e s b y t h e l o w e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s b l u e - c o l l a r w o r k e r s , 

w h o b e g a n t o v i e w t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l a s t h e i r n a t u r a l e n e m y . 

T o a n i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r o f t h e 1 9 3 0 s t h e s y m b o l o f t h e c l a s s e n e m y 

w a s a r i c h c a p i t a l i s t b a n k e r o r i n d u s t r i a l i s t . E v e n a s l a t e a s 1 9 4 8 

H a r r y T r u m a n w a s a b l e t o b r i n g a b o u t a n e l e c t o r a l v i c t o r y b y 

a p p e a l i n g t o t h a t s e n t i m e n t . B y t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s t h a t s y m b o l w a s 

r e p l a c e d : t h e c l a s s e n e m y w a s t h e b l a c k , b a c k e d b y a d o g m a t i c 

l i b e r a l i n t e l l e c t u a l , p r e f e r a b l y a c o l l e g e p r o f e s s o r . 

T h e r e h a s b e e n a n u n d e n i a b l e e l e m e n t o f j u s t i c e i n t h e w h i t e 

b l u e - c o l l a r A m e r i c a n ' s r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e l i b e r a l ' s s o c i a l i d e a l i s m . 

T h e l o n g d e l a y e d a n d i m p e r a t i v e l y n e e d e d r a c i a l r e v o l u t i o n w a s 

l a u n c h e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b y t h e c o m f o r t a b l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

u p p e r m i d d l e c l a s s a t a r e l a t i v e l y l o w c o s t t o t h e m s e l v e s ; i t w a s 

t h e l e s s financially s e c u r e a n d l e s s r a c i a l l y t o l e r a n t w h i t e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s w h o b o r e t h e b r u n t o f t h e c h a n g e i n e d u c a t i o n , i n h o u s i n g , 

a n d i n s o c i a l m o r e s . T o m a n y i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s i t s e e m e d t h a t 

t h e r i c h w e r e n o t s h a r i n g t h e e c o n o m i c c o s t s o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n i n 

h i r i n g p r a c t i c e s o r i n s o c i a l p r o g r a m s , a n d t h a t t h e m i l i t a n t l i b -
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e r a l s w e r e u n w i l l i n g t o m a k e t h e c o m p r o m i s e s n e c e s s a r y t o o b -

t a i n b r o a d e r p o p u l a r a c c e p t a n c e o f p a i n f u l s o c i a l r e a d j u s t m e n t s . * 

T h e r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e N e w L e f t b y m u c h o f t h e A m e r i c a n p u b l i c 

t h u s t e n d e d t o b e c o u p l e d w i t h w h i t e i n d u s t r i a l l a b o r s f e e l i n g o f 

b e t r a y a l b y t h e l i b e r a l f o r c e s , a g a i n t o t h e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e m o r e 

c o n s e r v a t i v e e l e m e n t s i n A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c s . 

T h i s s e n s e o f d i s a f f e c t i o n w a s i n t e n s i f i e d b y t h e f r u s t r a t i o n s 

b r e d b y t h e t e n d e n c y t o m u l t i p l y g o v e r n m e n t a l a g e n c i e s i n o r d e r 

t o o b t a i n p o s i t i v e s o c i a l c h a n g e s , f H e r e t h e p r a c t i c e o f t h e p r a g -

m a t i c l i b e r a l m e r g e d w i t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l p r e f e r e n c e s o f h i s d o c -

t r i n a i r e c o u n t e r p a r t . T h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f a b s t r a c t t h e o r y w i t h a 

r e m o t e , v a s t , a n d c o m p l e x i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y h a d m u c h t o d o w i t h 

t h e a l i e n a t i o n a n d i r r i t a t i o n f e l t b y w h i t e s e c t o r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

p u b l i c . 

* It is striking that it was only in the wake of the 1968 presidential elections 
that organizations such as the Americans for Democratic Action began to 
stress the need to remedy the liberal's neglect, and even abuse, of the in-
dustrial working class. On the eve of the presidential elections, a series of 
newspaper articles in The New York Times explored the ethnic and eco-
nomic sources of northern-urban support for Wallace, repeatedly pointing 
its finger at the Slavic ethnic minority. Subsequently, it turned out that both 
in that election (in which, according to the NBC voting profile, Wallace ob-
tained nationally 22 per cent of the Italian ethnic vote, 17.8 per cent of the 
Slavic, and 13 per cent of the Jewish [Newsweek, November 11, 1968, pp. 
35-36]) and in the 1969 metropolitan elections the conservative swing was 
a much more generalized case of urban disaffection with the liberal ap-
proach. 
f "We now have ten times as many government agencies concerned with 
city problems as we had in 1939. We have increased by a factor of a 
thousand or so the number of reports and papers that have to be filled out 
before anything can be done in the city. Social workers in New York City 
spend some 70 or 80 per cent of their time filling out papers for Washington, 
for the state government in Albany, and for New York City. No more than 
20 or 30 per cent of their time, that is, almost an hour and a half a day, is 
available for their clients, the poor. As James Reston reported in The New 
York Times (November 23, 1966), there were then 170 different federal 
aid programs on the books, financed by over 400 separate appropriations and 
administered by 21 federal departments and agencies aided by 150 Washing-
ton bureaus and over 400 regional offices. One Congressional session alone 
passed 20 health programs, 17 new educational programs, 15 new economic 
development programs, 12 new programs for the cities, 17 new resources 
development programs, and 4 new manpower training programs, each with 
its own administrative machinery" (Peter F. Drucker, "The Sickness of 
Government," The Public Interest, Winter 1969, p. 8) . 



The Crisis of Liberalism { 245 

N o r w a s i t a l w a y s g o o d r e m e d i a l s o c i a l p o l i c y f o r t h e u n d e r -

p r i v i l e g e d g r o u p s c o n c e r n e d . J u s t a s t h e c o m m u n i s t s h a d e r r e d 

i n b e l i e v i n g t h a t s o c i a l u n r e s t ( r e v o l u t i o n ) w a s t h e p r o d u c t o f 

e c o n o m i c i l l - b e i n g ( e x p l o i t a t i o n ) , t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l e r r e d i n 

a s s u m i n g t h a t e c o n o m i c p r o g r e s s w o u l d p r o m p t s o c i a l w e l l - b e i n g . 

B o t h u n d e r e s t i m a t e d t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d s p i r i t u a l d i m e n s i o n s . 

S o m e l i b e r a l s s e n s e d t h i s , a n d e x p e r i m e n t s d e s i g n e d t o c o m b i n e 

s o c i a l i n i t i a t i v e , f r e e e n t e r p r i s e , a n d g o v e r n m e n t a l s u p p o r t ( s u c h 

a s R o b e r t K e n n e d y ' s B e d f o r d - S t u y v e s a n t e f f o r t ) w e r e m e a n t t o 

p r o v i d e a n e w d i r e c t i o n . Y e t , t h o u g h c o m m u n i t y a c t i o n a s a b r o a d 

g o a l w a s a n o b l e i d e a , i n p r a c t i c e i t t o o b e c a m e a m e a n s o f p l a y -

i n g t h e g a m e a c c o r d i n g t o e s t a b l i s h e d p o l i t i c a l r u l e s : o r g a n i z i n g 

t o g a i n p o w e r i n o r d e r e i t h e r t o e x t r a c t m o r e p u b l i c f u n d s o r t o 

c r e a t e a b a s e f o r m o r e r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s . 4 3 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , i n c r e a s e d g o v e r n m e n t a l i n t e r v e n t i o n a n d d e -

l i b e r a t e s o c i a l e n g i n e e r i n g — t h e l a t t e r d e r i v e d f r o m " t h e o r i e s " o f 

s o c i a l c h a n g e a n d d e v e l o p m e n t — c r e a t e d a b l e n d o f o p e r a t i o n a l 

i n c o m p e t e n c e , c r o s s c u t t i n g g r o u p c o n f l i c t s , s o c i a l i n d i f f e r e n c e , 

a n d p o l i t i c a l c o m p l e x i t y t h a t m a d e f o r b o t h a b r e a k d o w n o f p u b -

l i c c o n s e n s u s a n d t h e a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n . H a v -

i n g finally o b t a i n e d a u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t y t o d o m u c h o f w h a t 

h e h a d l o n g a s p i r e d t o d o , t h e p r a g m a t i c l i b e r a l d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 

h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l a r s e n a l , d e r i v e d f r o m a h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l r e s p o n s e 

t o t h e c r i s i s o f a n a d v a n c e d i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , w a s e x h a u s t e d ; 

t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l — c o n f i d e n t t h a t h e h a d t h e r i g h t r e m e d i e s 

a n d t h e o r y , i m p a t i e n t w i t h t h e s e e m i n g c o n s e r v a t i s m o f t h e m o r e 

p r a g m a t i c p o w e r p r a c t i t i o n e r , a n d a m b i v a l e n t t o w a r d t h e a n a r c h -

i s m a n d t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m o f t h e N e w L e f t — u n d e r m i n e d t h e l i b e r a l ' s 

b a s e o f s u p p o r t b y d e s t r o y i n g p u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e l i b e r a l ' s 

c o m m i t m e n t t o l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y . 

T h e c o n t e m p o r a r y l i b e r a l t h u s f a c e s t h e t h r e a t o f b e i n g d e -

p r i v e d o f h i s g r e a t e s t a s s e t s : h i s o p t i m i s m , h i s f a i t h i n A m e r i c a ' s 

f u t u r e , h i s v i s i o n . I n r e s p o n s e t o t h e c r i s i s t h a t h e f e e l s a c u t e l y — 

a n d h a s i n m a n y r e s p e c t s a n t i c i p a t e d m o r e c o r r e c t l y t h a n t h e 

c o n s e r v a t i v e — t h e l i b e r a l , e s p e c i a l l y t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l d o c t r i n a r i a n , 

t e n d s m o r e a n d m o r e t o w i t h d r a w i n t o a n i d e o l o g i c a l s h e l l , s a v o r -
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i n g t h e p l e a s u r e s o f i n d i s c r i m i n a t e a t t a c k s o n t h e n a t u r e o f A m e r -

i c a n s o c i e t y a n d t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y i n g a p o c a l y p t i c p r e d i c t i o n s o f 

t h e i m m i n e n t d o o m o f t h i s s o c i e t y . 

A p r o g r e s s i v e s o c i e t y h a s b e e n d e f i n e d a s o n e t h a t i n v o l v e s a n 

i n t e r p l a y o f Utopian g o a l s a n d p r a c t i c a l s t e p s , 4 4 b u t t h e d o c t r i n a i r e 

l i b e r a l s e e m e d i n c r e a s i n g l y t o o f f e r s o c i e t y o n l y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

p e d e s t r i a n p r e s c r i p t i o n s a n d d o g m a t i c s o l u t i o n s . H i s a t t i t u d e t o -

w a r d s p a c e e x p l o r a t i o n , w h i c h l i n k e d t h e e x p l o s i o n o f k n o w l e d g e 

w i t h d e e p l y f e l t h u m a n a s p i r a t i o n s , i s s y m b o l i c a l l y s u g g e s t i v e . 

T h e d o c t r i n a r i a n s r e s p o n s e t o t h e a d v e n t u r e , c h a l l e n g e , a n d s o -

c i a l o p p o r t u n i t y p r o v i d e d b y t h e s p a c e a g e w a s u n i m a g i n a t i v e , 

p o l i t i c a l l y u n w i s e , a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y a n a c h r o n i s t i c . * H i s c a l l 

f o r c o n c e n t r a t i n g a l l a t t e n t i o n o n A m e r i c a ' s u n f i n i s h e d t e r r e s t r i a l 

b u s i n e s s s i m p l y i g n o r e d t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l f a c t t h a t a n a t i o n b e -

c o m e s m o r e a w a r e o f i t s s h o r t c o m i n g s a s i t e x p a n d s — r a t h e r t h a n 

c o n t r a c t s — i t s a m b i t i o n s . 

I t w a s t h e f r o n t i e r t r a d i t i o n t h a t s t i r r e d t h e A m e r i c a n i m a g i n a -

* President Kennedy's goal of reaching the moon was the object of particu-
lar scorn. For example, Lewis Mumford asserted that "the moon landing 
program . . . is a symbolic act of war, and the slogan the astronauts will 
carry, proclaiming that it is for the benefit of mankind, is on the same level 
as the Air Force's monstrous hypocrisy—'Our Profession Is Peace.' . . . It 
is no accident that the climactic moon landing coincides with cutbacks in 
education, the bankruptcy of hospital services, the closing of libraries and 
museums, and the mounting defilement of the urban and natural environ-
ment, to say nothing of many other evidences of gross social failure and hu-
man deterioration" (The New York Times, July 21, 1969). 

In contrast, Michael Harrington noted that "there is a certain puritanism 
on the Left whenever the question of space comes up. It is the fashion to 
denigrate spending money on heaven when the earth is still so shoddy. But 
this view ignores two important points. First, if peace were to break out, a 
massive cutback in the billions for defense plus the normal growth of a full-
employment economy would provide sufficient funds for rebuilding America 
ana going to the stars. Second, space is not empty of social, scientific, and 
even aesthetic significance. It could conceivably provide room for human 
beings, vast new resources for the development of the world, and it will 
certainly incite a deeper knowledge of both man and the universe. Beyond 
these pragmatic considerations, there is a moral imperative which requires 
that humanity live up to the fullness of its powers, and men can rightly 
boast that they have always experimented and innovated" (American Power 
in the Twentieth Century, p. 31). 
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t i o n , c r e a t e d a s o c i e t y o f m o v e m e n t a n d g r o w t h , a n d g a v e A m e r -

i c a i t s i n t e g r a t i v e m y t h . S c i e n t i f i c e x p l o r a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g e x p l o r a -

t i o n o f s p a c e , h a s b e c o m e t h e f u n c t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t o f A m e r i c a s 

f r o n t i e r t r a d i t i o n , a n d s u c h e n d e a v o r i s i m m e d i a t e l y r e l e v a n t t o 

t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c a t t a i n m e n t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h i s i s 

n o t t o a r g u e a g a i n s t g r e a t e r s o c i a l e x p e n d i t u r e s . I t i s , h o w e v e r , 

t o a r g u e t h a t a b r o a d l y g a u g e d i m p r o v e m e n t o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y 

w i l l b e a d e l i b e r a t e b y - p r o d u c t o f a s o c i e t y t h a t t h r u s t s f o r w a r d 

w i t h i t s a c q u i r e d e n e r g y , t h a t s e e k s a l t o g e t h e r n e w o b j e c t i v e s — 

i n c l u d i n g t h o s e b e y o n d i t s i m m e d i a t e c o n f i n e s — t h e r e b y i n t h e 

p r o c e s s a c h i e v i n g g r e a t e r s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d s u c c e s s f u l l y 

c o n f r o n t i n g t h e u n r e s o l v e d p r o b l e m s o f t h e p a s t . 

E v e n a s i d e f r o m t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l i m p a c t 

o f t h e s p a c e p r o g r a m m a y e n d u p b y c o n t r i b u t i n g m o r e t o t h e 

r e s o l u t i o n o f c i t y - g h e t t o p r o b l e m s t h a n a l l t h e p r o g r a m m a t i c a n d 

s o c i o l o g i c a l d o c t r i n e s c u r r e n t l y s o f a s h i o n a b l e , t h e r e i s a l s o a n 

i m p o r t a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s p e c t t o t h e s p a c e e f f o r t : a m a j o r w o r l d 

p o w e r s u c h a s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s t o p i o n e e r i n t h o s e a r e a s o f 

l i f e w h i c h a r e h i s t o r i c a l l y r e l e v a n t a n d c r u c i a l . T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t 

o u r s i s a s c i e n t i f i c a g e , t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o p u s h 

b e y o n d e x i s t i n g f r o n t i e r s — a n d s p a c e o f f e r s a v e r y d r a m a t i c c h a l -

l e n g e — w o u l d m e a n t h e l o s s o f a m a j o r p s y c h o l o g i c a l m o t i v a t i o n 

f o r i n n o v a t i o n . T h o u g h i t m a y n o t b e p o p u l a r t o s a y s o , t h e f a c t 

i s t h a t a c o n t i n e n t a l s o c i e t y l i k e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s c o u l d n o t s u r -

v i v e b y b e c o m i n g m e r e l y a n o t h e r S w e d e n ; i t w o u l d n o t s u r v i v e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a n d i t i s n o t e v e n c e r t a i n t h a t i t w o u l d find a s a t i s -

f a c t o r y b a l a n c e b e t w e e n d o m e s t i c m a t e r i a l n e e d s a n d s p i r i t u a l 

a s p i r a t i o n s . S p a c e e x p l o r a t i o n i s m o r e c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e t r a d i -

t i o n o f a p i o n e e r i n g c o u n t r y w h o s e g r e a t n e s s h a s b e e n l i n k e d w i t h 

i n n o v a t i o n i n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s , i n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p -

m e n t , i n c o n t i n e n t a l e x p l o r a t i o n , a n d i n s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

T o m a n y A m e r i c a n s , c o n t e m p o r a r y l i b e r a l i s m o f f e r s n e i t h e r 

p r i n c i p l e n o r p r o g r e s s . T h e c r i s i s o f A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l i s m i s h e n c e 

b o t h a c r i s i s o f c o n f i d e n c e a n d o f h i s t o r i c a l r e l e v a n c e . 4 5 I t p r e s e n t s 

t h e b l e a k p r o s p e c t t h a t l i b e r a l i s m , h i s t o r i c a l l y t h e m o s t v i t a l 
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s o u r c e o f i n n o v a t i o n i n c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a c y , m a y 

b e c o m e t h e c r i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n o f a d o c t r i n a r i a n m i n o r i t y — i n c r e a s -

i n g l y r e a c t i v e i n s p i t e o f i t s r h e t o r i c — a n d a h a v e n f o r p h i l o s o p h i c 

p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e d e h u m a n i z i n g e f f e c t s o f s c i e n c e , w h i l e t h e 

a c t i v e s h a p i n g o f t h e f u t u r e p a s s e s i n t o t h e h a n d s o f a s o c i a l l y 

s o m e w h a t c o n s e r v a t i v e b u t t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y i n n o v a t i v e e l i t e . * 

The End of Liberal Democracy? 

A t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y i n n o v a t i v e a n d p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e p h a s e 

t h a t w o u l d l e a d t o s o m e f o r m o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l m a n a g e r i a l i s m i s 

o n l y o n e p o s s i b i l i t y . O t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e s c o u l d b e m o r e e x t r e m e . 

A m e r i c a n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c t e n s i o n s c o u l d b e a g g r a v a t e d b y t h e 

l o s s o f m o m e n t u m i n e c o n o m i c g r o w t h a n d t h e r e f o r e i n t h e p a c e 

o f s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t — a n i m p o r -

t a n t s o u r c e o f n a t i o n a l p r i d e . R a c i a l s t r i f e , u r b a n g u e r r i l l a a c t i v i t y , 

a n d a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e y o u n g , i n a d d i t i o n t o a p r o f o u n d n a t i o n a l 

s p l i t o v e r A m e r i c a ' s g l o b a l r o l e , c o u l d r e s u l t i n a f u r t h e r b r e a k -

d o w n o f n a t i o n a l c o n s e n s u s a n d l e a d e i t h e r t h e e x t r e m e l e f t o r 

t h e e x t r e m e r i g h t t o c a p i t a l i z e o n A m e r i c a ' s p o l i t i c a l d i s i n t e g r a -

t i o n b y a t t e m p t i n g t o s e i z e p o w e r . 

O n b a l a n c e , t h e c h a n c e s f o r t h e s u c c e s s o f a s e r i o u s r e v o l u t i o n -

a r y a t t e m p t d o n o t a p p e a r t o b e v e r y g o o d . T o b e c o m e a n e f f e c -

t i v e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n s t r u m e n t t h e p r e s e n t N e w L e f t w o u l d h a v e 

n o t o n l y t o r e l a t e m o r e m e a n i n g f u l l y t o t h e n e w i s s u e s c o n f r o n t i n g 

o u r t i m e s b u t a l s o t o d e v e l o p t h e t e c h n i q u e s , t h e s k i l l s , a n d t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f o r m s r e q u i r e d t o e f f e c t a r e v o l u t i o n i n t h e w o r l d ' s 

m o s t m o d e r n , t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y a d v a n c e d s o c i e t y . T h i s w o u l d r e -

q u i r e t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f a s o m e w h a t p e t u l a n t m i d d l e - c l a s s 

* Though public opinion can shift dramatically, it is worth noting that in 
1969 polls showed that a consistent majority of younger people and those 
with college education were in favor of increased space exploration; those 
opposed were most numerous among the more elderly and among those with 
grade-school education (cf. Gallup poll, as cited by The New York Times, 
August 7, 1969, and Harris poll, The Washington Post, August 25, 1969). 
At the same time, college graduates tended to favor more energetic law 
enforcement, including more wire tapping (Gallup poll, as cited by The 
New York Times, August 21, 1969). 
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youth m o v e m e n t , s u p p o r t e d f r o m a s a f e d i s t a n c e b y s o m e s e c t o r s 

o f t h e m o r e e s o t e r i c u r b a n i n t e l l e c t u a l c o m m u n i t y , i n t o a n o r g a n -

i z a t i o n w i t h a s y s t e m a t i c t h e o r y o f a c t i o n t h a t t a k e s i n t o a c c o u n t 

t h e s p e c i f i c i t y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a . S D S w o r s h i p o f C h e 

G u e v a r a , a t r a g i c r u r a l r e b e l , a n d i t s g r o w i n g r e l i a n c e o n t u r g i d 

M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t p h r a s e o l o g y m a y b e a c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r i t s i n -

a b i l i t y t o m a k e t h a t a d a p t a t i o n , b u t i t h a r d l y a u g u r s i t s e m e r g e n c e 

a s a n e f f e c t i v e r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e . 

T h e r e i s a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t y 

a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y s u c c e s s . R e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t y — t h r o u g h t e r -

r o r i s m , s a b o t a g e , s e l e c t i v e a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , u r b a n g u e r r i l l a s t r i f e — 

i s p o s s i b l e a n d e v e n l i k e l y i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s . I t w i l l c o m e n o t f r o m 

t h e N e w L e f t b u t f r o m i t s e m e r g i n g s u c c e s s o r — t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l l y 

V i o l e n t L e f t ; n o t f r o m t h e i d e a l i s t i c y o u n g p e o p l e w h o i n f u s e i t 

w i t h z e a l a n d c o n f u s i o n b u t f r o m t h o s e a m o n g t h e m w h o h a v e 

b e e n h a r d e n e d , d i s i l l u s i o n e d , a n d e m b i t t e r e d b y t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s 

i n p r i s o n s a n d p e n i t e n t i a r i e s . T h e s e m e n w i l l b e p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y 

p r e p a r e d f o r r e a l v i o l e n c e , a n d t h e y w i l l d i s m i s s a s c h i l d ' s p l a y 

t h e s i t d o w n s a n d t h e r a i d s o n d e a n s ' o f f i c e s . A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y 

w o u l d t h e n h a v e t o c o n f r o n t a m a j o r i n t e r n a l t h r e a t . 

B u t e v e n t h e n t h e c o l l e c t i v e w e i g h t o f p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l i n s t i -

t u t i o n s , a s w e l l a s t h e c o e r c i v e m i g h t o f o r g a n i z e d a u t h o r i t y , 

w o u l d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y p r e v a i l . A s l o n g a s t h e N e w L e f t r e m a i n s 

l a r g e l y i n e f f e c t i v e i n i t s s p o r a d i c r e l i a n c e o n v i o l e n c e , i t w i l l b e 

s p a r e d ; s h o u l d i t b e c o m e t h e V i o l e n t L e f t , s u p p r e s s i o n w o u l d b e 

i t s a l m o s t c e r t a i n f a t e . T h e f a c t i s t h a t r e v o l u t i o n s a r e h i s t o r i c a l 

r a r i t i e s , a n d i n m o d e r n t i m e s t h e i r s u c c e s s h a s g e n e r a l l y r e q u i r e d 

a c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n t e r n a l s o c i a l d i s s o l u t i o n a n d e x t e r n a l m i l i t a r y 

d e f e a t . T h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f p o w e r m u s t i t s e l f b r e a k d o w n , t h e 

e l i t e s m u s t b e s p l i t , t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s y s t e m m u s t m a l f u n c t i o n , 

a n a l t e r n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p m u s t c r y s t a l l i z e , a n d t h e m o r e c r e a t i v e 

s o c i a l f o r c e s m u s t b e , a t l e a s t i n s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t , c o n v i n c e d t h a t 

a b e t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e i s a v a i l a b l e . S h o r t o f t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s , r e l i a n c e 

o n r e v o l u t i o n a r y v i o l e n c e i s l i k e l y t o b r e e d s u p p r e s s i o n , a n d e v e n 

e f f e c t i v e l y b r u t a l s u p p r e s s i o n . * 

* On this point there is agreement among such dissimilar observers as the 
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T h e s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e V i o l e n t L e f t w o u l d a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y 

p u s h t h e c o u n t r y t o t h e r i g h t . O r g a n i z e d c o e r c i o n w o u l d r e q u i r e 

t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a v a r i e t y o f c o n t r o l s o v e r t h e i n d i v i d u a l . I f 

u n d e r t a k e n s y s t e m a t i c a l l y b y t h e l e g i t i m a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e p r o c -

e s s w o u l d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y s t r e n g t h e n t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e p o l i t i c a l 

f o r c e s ; i f u n d e r t a k e n i n e f f e c t i v e l y , i t w o u l d p r o b a b l y p r o m p t 

r i g h t - w i n g v i g i l a n t i s m , b a s e d o n a v a r i e t y o f p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r m a -

t i o n s . B u t e v e n t h e n a r i g h t - e x t r e m i s t c o u p s e e m s m o s t u n l i k e l y . 

S u c h a c o u p w o u l d r e q u i r e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a d e g r e e o f o r -

g a n i z a t i o n a l c o h e s i o n a n d c o n c e p t u a l r e l e v a n c e t h a t s e e m s b e y o n d 

t h e c a p a b i l i t y o f t h e e x t r e m e r i g h t i s t s — m o s t o f w h o m h a v e b e e n 

l e f t b e h i n d b y t h e p a c e o f A m e r i c a n c h a n g e . 4 6 

T h e m o r e l i k e l y p r o b a b i l i t y , t h e n , i s t h a t s p o r a d i c c i v i l s t r i f e 

w o u l d l e a d t o a p o l a r i z a t i o n o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n , w i t h t h e D e m o -

c r a t i c P a r t y g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g i d e n t i f i e d w i t h s o m e o f t h e l e s s 

e x t r e m e N e w L e f t p o s i t i o n s a n d / o r s p l i t t i n g , a n d t h e R e p u b l i c a n 

P a r t y s t r i v i n g t o e x p l o i t t h i s s i t u a t i o n a n d t o c o n s o l i d a t e a n a t i o n a l 

c o n s e r v a t i v e m a j o r i t y . T h i s c o u l d c o m e a b o u t g r a d u a l l y ; t h e m o r e 

National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence and Bar-
rington Moore, a severe critic of the present American system. The commis-
sion concluded that "collective violence seldom succeeds as an instrument 
for accomplishing group objectives. It can succeed when one group so over-
powers its opponents that they have no choice but to die or desist. But 
modern governments are much more likely to succeed in such contests than 
their opponents. 

"In the contemporary United States, attempts at revolution from the left 
are likely to invite massive repression from the right. The occurrence of 
violence in the context of protest activities is highly likely to alienate groups 
that are not fundamentally in sympathy with the protesters. 

"The chronicles of American labor conflicts suggest that violence, when 
it occurred, was almost always ineffective for the workers involved. The 
more violent the conflict, the more disastrous the consequences for the work-
ers" (conclusions of a report to the Commission on Violence in America, 
The New York Times, June 6, 1969). 

Very much in the same vein, Moore warned that the prospects for an 
urban revolution in America are very dim and that successful radical revo-
lutions have so far failed to provide "a lasting contribution to human free-
dom" ("Revolution in America?" The New York Review of Books, January 
30, 1969, p. 10. See also the thoughtful study by Bruce Smith, "The Politics 
of Protest: How Effective Is Violence?" Proceedings of the Academy of 
Political Science, July 1968). 
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a d v e n t u r e s o m e a s p e c t s o f t h e A m e r i c a n d r e a m w o u l d b e p r e -

e m p t e d b y t h e m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r s ( f o r e x a m p l e , S p i r o 

A g n e w ' s c a l l f o r a m i s s i o n t o M a r s ) , w h i l e l o w e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s 

A m e r i c a ' s d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t w i t h l i b e r a l i s m , r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e N e w 

L e f t , a n d f e a r o f t h e b l a c k s w o u l d p r o m p t s u c h a n e x t r e m e c o n -

c e n t r a t i o n o n o r d e r t h a t c o n c e r n w i t h p r o g r e s s i n r a c e r e l a t i o n s 

w o u l d b e c o m e m e r e l y w i n d o w d r e s s i n g a n d e v e n t u a l l y f a d e f r o m 

t h e p u b l i c a g e n d a . T h e e m e r g e n c e o f a m o r e r e a c t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l 

r e s p o n s e w o u l d n e i t h e r b e d r a m a t i c n o r h a v e t h e o v e r t o v e r t o n e s 

o f f a s c i s m . 

T h i s p r o c e s s c o u l d b e a c c e l e r a t e d b y t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l s ' 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n e i t h e r t o r e m o l d t h e D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y i n t h e i r o w n 

i m a g e o r t o c r e a t e t h e i r o w n p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . T h e i n s i s t e n c e o n a 

d o c t r i n a i r e r e s p o n s e t o c o m p l e x i t y a n d t h e i m p a t i e n c e w i t h m o r e 

g e n e r a l i z e d c o m p r o m i s e s a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o c i a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s 

i n t i m e s o f h i s t o r i c a l d i s c o n t i n u i t y ; a s h a s b e e n a l r e a d y n o t e d , 

t h e y a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e y o u n g a n d o f m a r g i n a l 

m e m b e r s o f s o c i e t y . T h e p o l i t i c a l c o n s e q u e n c e w o u l d b e a n e v e n 

g r e a t e r s q u e e z e o n t h e p r a g m a t i c , l e s s i d e o l o g i c a l l i b e r a l s , p r e s s e d 

f r o m o n e s i d e b y t h e d o c t r i n a r i a n s a d v o c a t i n g l a r g e - s c a l e s o c i a l 

e n g i n e e r i n g a n d o p t i n g o u t o f e x t e r n a l c h a l l e n g e s a n d f r o m t h e 

o t h e r b y t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s p r e a c h i n g t h e m e r i t s o f s o c i a l c o n -

s o l i d a t i o n a n d o f n e w s c i e n t i f i c f r o n t i e r s . 

T h e l a t e n t a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m o f a g r e a t m a n y A m e r i c a n s — i n -

t e n s i f i e d b y c o l l e g e d i s o r d e r s , a g g r a v a t e d b y t h e a m b i v a l e n c e o f 

t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s , a n d s h a r p e n e d b y c l a s s h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d t h e r e -

b e l l i o u s o f f s p r i n g o f m i d d l e - c l a s s A m e r i c a — c o u l d a l s o u n d e r m i n e 

p u b l i c s u p p o r t f o r t h e c o u n t r y ' s e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h u s 

m a t c h i n g t h e p e r i l o u s c h a l l e n g e f r o m t h e l e f t w i t h a n e q u a l l y 

p e r i l o u s c h a l l e n g e f r o m t h e r i g h t . T h e A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i t y w o u l d 

b e c o m e p o l i t i c i z e d : e i t h e r c o n s t a n t l y a g i t a t e d o v e r n o n a c a d e m i c 

i s s u e s , w i t h i t s f a c u l t i e s a n d s t u d e n t s p a s s i n g r e s o l u t i o n s o n a l l 

s o r t s o f e x t r a n e o u s m a t t e r s a n d i n c r e a s i n g l y i n j e c t i n g p o l i t i c a l 

c r i t e r i a i n t o t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l p u r s u i t s ; o r s u b j e c t t o s t r i c t e r o u t -

s i d e c o n t r o l b y c o n s e r v a t i v e a s s e m b l i e s a n d t r u s t e e s w h o w o u l d 
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i m p o s e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l b i a s e s o n t h e i n t e r n a l w o r k i n g s o f a c a d e -

m i a . ° T h e r e s u l t i n g d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e l i b e r a l u n i v e r s i t y w o u l d 

i t s e l f b e a g r a v e s y m p t o m o f t h e d e c l i n e o f A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l 

d e m o c r a c y , f 

I n s u c h a c o n t e x t , t h e a l r e a d y s t a g g e r i n g t a s k o f c r e a t i n g a n 

e q u i t a b l e m u l t i - r a c i a l s o c i e t y c o u l d b e c o m e h o p e l e s s . P r e s e n t 

t r e n d s a u g u r a w o r s e n i n g c r i s i s u n l e s s a m a j o r s o c i a l e f f o r t a t 

a m e l i o r a t i o n i s p r o m p t l y u n d e r t a k e n . 4 7 A s s u m i n g p u b l i c i n d i f f e r -

e n c e o r , e v e n w o r s e , p u b l i c h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d s u c h e f f o r t s , t h e r e 

a r e t w o e q u a l l y h o r r e n d o u s p r o s p e c t s f o r w h i t e - b l a c k r e l a t i o n s 

i n A m e r i c a : s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e b l a c k s a n d / o r t h e i r s e p a r a t i o n . 

E i t h e r o n e c o u l d b e u n d e r t a k e n o n l y i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a m o r e 

r e a c t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l a t m o s p h e r e a n d w o u l d i t s e l f g e n e r a t e o v e r -

w h e l m i n g p r e s s u r e s t o w a r d r e a c t i o n . S u p p r e s s i o n , i n c l u d i n g e f -

f o r t s a t s o m e f o r m o f s e p a r a t e r e s e t t l e m e n t , w o u l d i n v o l v e m a j o r 

s t r i f e , f o r t h e A m e r i c a n b l a c k i s n o l o n g e r p l i a n t a n d , m o r e o v e r , 

m a n y w h i t e s w o u l d flock t o h i s s i d e . T h o u g h s u p p r e s s i o n c o u l d 

e f f e c t i v e l y b e u n d e r t a k e n — e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e w a k e o f m a s s i v e b l a c k 

u p r i s i n g s p r o m p t e d b y d e s p e r a t i o n a t t h e a b s e n c e o f p r o g r e s s — 

t h e p r i c e p a i d w o u l d b e a t r a g i c r e v e r s a l o f t h e p r o c e s s b y w h i c h 

t h e s c o p e o f A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a c y h a s d e e p e n e d a n d e n l a r g e d 

o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y . 

A n o t h e r t h r e a t , l e s s o v e r t b u t n o l e s s b a s i c , c o n f r o n t s l i b e r a l 

d e m o c r a c y . M o r e d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o t h e i m p a c t o f t e c h n o l o g y , i t 

i n v o l v e s t h e g r a d u a l a p p e a r a n c e o f a m o r e c o n t r o l l e d a n d d i r e c t e d 

* Examples of this are provided by the Columbia University Senate's first 
major act in 1969, which was to express its judgment on the Vietnam war, 
and by the objections of UCLA's trustees to a young black philosophy pro-
fessor because of her political associations. 
f The long-range consequences of the attack on the universities appear to be 
of little concern to the New Left. For example, the demand for the sepa-
ration of defense research from universities could create a separate complex 
of government-operated military research institutes whose secrecy would 
shield their operations from outside intellectual influence, as is true in the 
Soviet Union. This is precisely what has already happened in the case of 
bacteriological-warfare devices, which were developed in closed govern-
mental research laboratories far removed from the overview of the scientific 
community. The removal of ROTC could similarly accelerate rather than 
slow down the emergence of a separate large professional career-officer corps 
—in other words, a warrior caste. 
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s o c i e t y . S u c h a s o c i e t y w o u l d b e d o m i n a t e d b y a n e l i t e w h o s e 

c l a i m t o p o l i t i c a l p o w e r w o u l d r e s t o n a l l e g e d l y s u p e r i o r s c i e n t i f i c 

k n o w - h o w . U n h i n d e r e d b y t h e r e s t r a i n t s o f t r a d i t i o n a l l i b e r a l v a l -

u e s , t h i s e l i t e w o u l d n o t h e s i t a t e t o a c h i e v e i t s p o l i t i c a l e n d s b y 

u s i n g t h e l a t e s t m o d e r n t e c h n i q u e s f o r i n f l u e n c i n g p u b l i c b e h a v i o r 

a n d k e e p i n g s o c i e t y u n d e r c l o s e s u r v e i l l a n c e a n d c o n t r o l . U n d e r 

s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l m o m e n t u m 

o f t h e c o u n t r y w o u l d n o t b e r e v e r s e d b u t w o u l d a c t u a l l y f e e d 

o n t h e s i t u a t i o n i t e x p l o i t s . 

T h e e m e r g e n c e o f a l a r g e d o m i n a n t p a r t y , a l o n g s i d e t h e m o r e 

n a r r o w l y f o c u s e d a n d m o r e i n t e n s e l y d o c t r i n a i r e g r o u p i n g s o n t h e 

r i g h t a n d t h e l e f t , c o u l d a c c e l e r a t e t h e t r e n d t o w a r d s u c h t e c h n o -

l o g i c a l m a n a g e r i a l i s m . S u c h a l a r g e d o m i n a n t p a r t y w o u l d c o m -

b i n e A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y ' s q u e s t f o r s t a b i l i t y w i t h i t s h i s t o r i c a l a f f i n -

i t y f o r i n n o v a t i o n . R e l y i n g o n s c i e n t i f i c g r o w t h t o p r o d u c e t h e 

m e a n s f o r d e a l i n g w i t h s o c i a l i l l s , i t w o u l d t a p t h e n a t i o n s i n t e l -

l e c t u a l t a l e n t f o r b r o a d t a r g e t p l a n n i n g a n d e x p l o i t t h e e x i s t e n c e 

o f d o c t r i n a i r e g r o u p s b y u s i n g t h e m a s s o c i a l b a r o m e t e r s a n d a s 

s o u r c e s o f n o v e l i d e a s . P e r s i s t i n g s o c i a l c r i s i s , t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a 

c h a r i s m a t i c p e r s o n a l i t y , a n d t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f m a s s m e d i a t o 

o b t a i n p u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e w o u l d b e t h e s t e p p i n g s t o n e s i n t h e p i e c e -

m e a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t o a h i g h l y c o n t r o l l e d 

s o c i e t y . * 

0 This could also produce a historical paradox. The traditionally democratic 
American society could, because of its fascination with technical efficiency, 
become an extremely controlled society, and its humane and individualistic 
qualities would thereby be lost. (Such a society is the subject of Kurt Von-
negut's novel Player Piano.) On the other hand, the communist countries, 
because of their organizational inefficiency and the gradual loosening of 
political controls, might become more preoccupied with questions of human-
ism; their socialist inefficiency, combined with these more humane concerns, 
could eventually produce a more flexible social order in some of them. 

It should, however, be noted that this extremely unlikely prospect is ap-
plicable only to the more advanced communist countries. The weight of the 
political tradition and great power aspirations of the Russian form of com-
munism, as well as the relative socio-economic backwardness of most com-
munist states, argue against it. For a critique of the concept of convergence, 
i.e., the evolution of a communist system into a traditional liberal democ-
racy, see the concluding chapter of the book I wrote with Samuel Hunting-
ton, Political Power: USA/USSR, New York, 1964. 
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I n d i f f e r e n t w a y s , b o t h t h e d o c t r i n a r i a n a n d t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e 

m i g h t find t h e t e m p t a t i o n s i n h e r e n t i n t h e n e w t e c h n i q u e s o f s o -

c i a l c o n t r o l t o o d i f f i c u l t t o r e s i s t . T h e i n c l i n a t i o n o f t h e d o c t r i -

n a i r e l e f t t o l e g i t i m i z e m e a n s b y e n d s c o u l d l e a d t h e m t o j u s t i f y 

m o r e s o c i a l c o n t r o l o n t h e g r o u n d t h a t i t s e r v e s p r o g r e s s . T h e c o n -

s e r v a t i v e s , p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h p u b l i c o r d e r a n d f a s c i n a t e d b y m o d -

e r n g a d g e t r y , w o u l d b e t e m p t e d t o u s e t h e n e w t e c h n i q u e s a s a 

r e s p o n s e t o u n r e s t , s i n c e t h e y w o u l d f a i l t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t s o c i a l 

c o n t r o l i s n o t t h e o n l y w a y t o d e a l w i t h r a p i d s o c i a l c h a n g e . 

S u c h a n o u t c o m e — w e r e i t t o c o m e t o p a s s — w o u l d r e p r e s e n t 

a p r o f o u n d l y p e s s i m i s t i c a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r A m e r i c a n 

l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y c a n a s s i m i l a t e a n d g i v e p h i l o s o p h i c a l m e a n i n g 

t o t h e r e v o l u t i o n i t i s u n d e r g o i n g . T h i s m a t t e r n o t o n l y h a s r e l e -

v a n c e f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ; i t h a s l a r g e r i m p l i c a t i o n s : A m e r i c a n 

s u c c e s s o r f a i l u r e m a y p r o v i d e a s i g n i f i c a n t i n d i c a t i o n w h e t h e r a 

m o d e r n d e m o c r a c y w i t h h i g h l y e d u c a t e d c i t i z e n s c a n s u c c e s s f u l l y 

u n d e r g o a n e x t e n s i v e s o c i a l c h a n g e w i t h o u t l o s i n g i t s e s s e n t i a l l y 

d e m o c r a t i c c h a r a c t e r . F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e A m e r i c a n t r a n s i t i o n a l s o 

c o n t a i n s t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r a n A m e r i c a n r e d e m p t i o n . 
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A m e r i c a ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e w o r l d m u s t r e f l e c t A m e r i c a n 

d o m e s t i c v a l u e s a n d p r e o c c u p a t i o n s . A p r o f o u n d d i s c r e p a n c y b e -

t w e e n t h e e x t e r n a l c o n d u c t o f a d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y a n d i t s i n t e r n a l 

n o r m s i s n o l o n g e r p o s s i b l e ; m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s q u i c k l y e x p o s e 

t h e g u l f a n d u n d e r c u t t h e s u p p o r t n e e d e d f o r i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 

J u s t a s a n a t i o n p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h t h e c o m m u n i s t t h r e a t a t h o m e 

c a n c o n d u c t a v i g o r o u s l y a n t i - c o m m u n i s t p o l i c y a b r o a d , o r a n a -

t i o n f e a r f u l o f r e v o l u t i o n c a n b e c o m e i n t e n s e l y i n v o l v e d i n c o u n -

t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t y , s o a n a t i o n c o n c e r n e d w i t h s o c i a l j u s t i c e 

a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d a p t a t i o n c a n n o t h e l p b u t b e c o m e s i m i l a r l y 

c o m m i t t e d o n a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

I n h i s Second Treatise on Government, J o h n L o c k e w r o t e , . . 

i n t h e b e g i n n i n g , a l l t h e w o r l d w a s A m e r i c a . " T o d a y a l l t h e w o r l d 

i s A m e r i c a , i n t h e s e n s e t h a t A m e r i c a i s t h e first t o e x p e r i e n c e t h e 

s o c i a l , p s y c h o l o g i c a l , p o l i t i c a l , a n d i d e o l o g i c a l d i l e m m a s p r o d u c e d 

b y m a n s s u d d e n a c q u i s i t i o n o f a l t o g e t h e r u n p r e c e d e n t e d p o w e r 

o v e r h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d o v e r h i m s e l f . T h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o -

255 
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l u t i o n , o c c u r r i n g i n a n e r a o f v o l a t i l e b e l i e f s a n d o f r a p i d l y s p r e a d -

i n g t e c h n o l o g i c a l c h a n g e , t h u s c l e a r l y d i c t a t e s A m e r i c a ' s r o l e : t h a t 

o f t h e s o c i a l i n n o v a t o r , e x p l o i t i n g s c i e n c e i n t h e s e r v i c e o f m a n 

b u t w i t h o u t d o g m a t i c a l l y p r e s c r i b i n g t h e d e s t i n y o f m a n . T h e 

s u c c e s s o f A m e r i c a i n b u i l d i n g a h e a l t h y d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y w o u l d 

h o l d p r o m i s e f o r a w o r l d s t i l l d o m i n a t e d b y i d e o l o g i c a l a n d r a c i a l 

c o n f l i c t s , b y e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e . A m e r i c a ' s f a i l u r e n o t 

o n l y w o u l d b e a s e t b a c k f o r t r e n d s u n d e r w a y s i n c e t h e g r e a t 

r e v o l u t i o n s o f t h e l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y b u t c o u l d s i g n i f y a m o r e 

f u n d a m e n t a l h u m a n f a i l u r e : m a n ' s i n a b i l i t y t o o v e r c o m e h i s b a s e r 

i n s t i n c t s a n d h i s c a p i t u l a t i o n b e f o r e t h e c o m p l e x i t y a n d p o w e r o f 

s c i e n c e . 

I f t h e p r o b l e m s t h a t c o n f r o n t A m e r i c a w e r e n e i t h e r r e c o g -

n i z e d n o r a n t i c i p a t e d , t h e i n h e r e n t d a n g e r s w o u l d b e e v e n g r e a t e r . 

S u c h i s n o t t h e c a s e . C o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a i s p e r h a p s m o r e c a n -

d i d l y c r i t i c a l a n d m o r e d e m a n d i n g o f i t s e l f t h a n a n y o t h e r s o -

c i e t y : n a t i o n a l r e p o r t s p i n p o i n t i n g t h e s o c i e t y ' s f a i l u r e s , d e v a s t a t -

i n g c r i t i q u e s o f n a t i o n a l s h o r t c o m i n g s , e l a b o r a t e e f f o r t s a t s o c i a l 

s t o c k t a k i n g — a l l r e f l e c t a m o r e i n t r o s p e c t i v e a n d d e l i b e r a t e l y 

s o b e r n a t i o n a l m o o d . S t u d i e s o f t h e f u t u r e , o r g a n i z e d o n a l a r g e 

s c a l e ( b o t h b y s p e c i a l a c a d e m i c c o m m i s s i o n s a n d b y w e l l -

e n d o w e d p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t e s ) , i n d i c a t e m o u n t i n g n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i -

t i o n t h a t t h e f u t u r e c a n a n d m u s t b e p l a n n e d , t h a t u n l e s s t h e r e i s 

a m o d i c u m o f d e l i b e r a t e c h o i c e , c h a n g e w i l l r e s u l t i n c h a o s . * T h i s 

* The concern is not limited to intellectuals but includes businessmen as 
well. Thus, in March 1969 Fortune unveiled a plan to remedy the condition 
of "a second-rate nation with a civilization only half-built/' offering a pro-

1. The American Future 
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d o e s n o t g u a r a n t e e t h a t a n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s e w i l l a c t u a l l y b e 

m o u n t e d , b u t i t d o e s i n d i c a t e a m o r e p e r v a s i v e a w a r e n e s s a m o n g 

l e a d i n g s e c t o r s o f s o c i e t y o f t h e n e e d f o r a d e l i b e r a t e r e s p o n s e . 

T h e h i s t o r i c a l v i t a l i t y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s y s t e m d e r i v e s f r o m 

t h e d e e p l y r o o t e d c o m m i t m e n t o f t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e t o t h e i d e a 

o f d e m o c r a t i c c h a n g e . T h e A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n o f f r e e d i a l o g u e 

a n d o f h i e r a r c h i c a l l y u n f e t t e r e d e x p r e s s i o n o f d i s a g r e e m e n t 1 h a s 

b e e n a n i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n d e v e l o p i n g t h i s r e s p o n s i v e n e s s t o 

c h a n g e ; i t h a s m a d e i t p o s s i b l e t o e x p l o i t p r o t e s t m o v e m e n t s ( a n d 

t h e r e b y r e n d e r t h e m h i s t o r i c a l l y s u p e r f l u o u s ) b y a d a p t i n g a n d 

a d o p t i n g t h e i r p r o g r a m s . T h i s i s t o d e n y n e i t h e r t h e e l e m e n t o f 

v i o l e n c e i n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y n o r t h e o f t - n o t e d c o n s e r v a t i s m o f 

t h e e l e c t o r a t e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e f u n d a m e n t a l r e a l i t y o f A m e r i c a n 

l i f e h a s b e e n t h e a s s i m i l a t i o n o f t h e r a p i d c h a n g e i n d u c e d b y t h e 

f r o n t i e r , b y i m m i g r a t i o n , a n d b y i n d u s t r i a l g r o w t h . A d y n a m i c 

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c r e a l i t y h a s b l e n d e d w i t h a c e r t a i n p o l i t i c a l c o n -

s e r v a t i s m a n d c r e a t e d a p l u r a l i s t s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m t h a t h a s 

i n t h e p a s t p r o v e n i t s e l f t o b e r e m a r k a b l y r e s i l i e n t i n a b s o r b i n g 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y c h a n g e ; i t p o s s e s s e s a s t r u c t u r a l q u a l i t y c a p a b l e o f 

g e n e r a t i n g a n d d e c i p h e r i n g w a r n i n g s i g n a l s o f m o u n t i n g s o c i a l 

s t r e s s . 

T o d a y ' s A m e r i c a h a s s e t h i g h e r s t a n d a r d s f o r i t s e l f t h a n h a s a n y 

o t h e r s o c i e t y : i t a i m s a t c r e a t i n g r a c i a l h a r m o n y o n t h e b a s i s o f 

e q u a l i t y , a t a c h i e v i n g s o c i a l w e l f a r e w h i l e p r e s e r v i n g p e r s o n a l 

l i b e r t y , a t e l i m i n a t i n g p o v e r t y w i t h o u t s h a c k l i n g i n d i v i d u a l f r e e -

d o m . T e n s i o n s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s m i g h t b e l e s s w e r e i t t o s e e k 

l e s s — b u t i n i t s a m b i t i o u s g o a l s A m e r i c a r e t a i n s i t s i n n o v a t i v e 

c h a r a c t e r . 

T h o u g h t h e N e w L e f t — a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e V i o l e n t L e f t — h a s 

gram for extensive rehabilitation of the nation. It would require a massive 
public and private effort. 

See also a more extensive study by Leonard A. Lecht, Goals, Priorities 
and Dollars: The Next Decade (New York, 1966), which outlines in ex-
traordinary detail a plan for allocating the GNP for various tasks of national 
renewal, with special concentration on the scientific-technological and eco-
logical structure of society. 
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t e m p o r a r i l y s e r v e d t o f o r t i f y s o c i a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e o r e v e n r e a c -

t i o n a r y t r e n d s , t h e i m p a t i e n c e o f t h e y o u n g i s m o r e a n d m o r e 

l i k e l y t o p e r m e a t e t h e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e y 

b e g i n t o o c c u p y m o r e i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n s a n d m a k e i t m o r e r e -

s p o n s i v e t o t h e n e e d f o r c h a n g e a n d r e f o r m . M o r e o v e r , t h e i n -

c r e a s i n g l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e A m e r i c a n i n t e l l e c t u a l 

a n d b u s i n e s s e l i t e h a s a l r e a d y p r o m p t e d a g r e a t e r i n c l i n a t i o n t o 

c o n s i d e r c o n t e m p o r a r y p r o b l e m s w i t h i n a l a r g e r f r a m e w o r k , t h e r e -

b y d r a w i n g l e s s o n s f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f r o m b o t h t h e p o l i t i c a l 

e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n o f o t h e r a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s . 0 

A s a r e s u l t , m o r e A m e r i c a n s r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e t w o b r o a d a r e a s 

o f n e e d e d a n d — i t i s t o b e h o p e d — d e v e l o p i n g c h a n g e i n v o l v e t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d t h e c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . T h e 

f o r m e r l a r g e l y , t h o u g h n o t e x c l u s i v e l y , p e r t a i n s t o t h e p o l i t i c a l 

s p h e r e , t h e l a t t e r t o t h e e d u c a t i o n a l d o m a i n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s i t 

c o n c e r n s t h e c o n t e n t a n d t h e s h a p i n g o f n a t i o n a l v a l u e s . M o r e 

d e l i b e r a t e c h a n g e i n b o t h r e a l m s w o u l d s e r v e a s a c a t a l y s t f o r r e -

f o r m i n o t h e r a r e a s o f n a t i o n a l l i f e , p r o v i d i n g b o t h t h e f r a m e w o r k 

a n d t h e m o t i v a t i o n f o r t h e t i m e l y a d o p t i o n o f n e e d e d r e m e d i e s . 

Participatory Pluralism 

T h e a p p r o a c h i n g t w o - h u n d r e d t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e D e c l a r a t i o n 

o f I n d e p e n d e n c e c o u l d j u s t i f y t h e c a l l f o r a n a t i o n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c o n v e n t i o n t o r e - e x a m i n e t h e n a t i o n s f o r m a l i n s t i t u t i o n a l f r a m e -

w o r k . E i t h e r 1 9 7 6 o r 1 9 8 9 — t h e t w o - h u n d r e d t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e 

C o n s t i t u t i o n — c o u l d s e r v e a s a s u i t a b l e t a r g e t d a t e f o r c u l m i n a t i n g 

a n a t i o n a l d i a l o g u e o n t h e r e l e v a n c e o f e x i s t i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s , t h e 

w o r k i n g s o f t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e p r o c e s s , a n d t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f i m i -

t a t i n g t h e v a r i o u s E u r o p e a n r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n r e f o r m s a n d o f s t r e a m -

l i n i n g t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . M o r e i m p o r t a n t s t i l l , e i t h e r 

0 For example, it is now more candidly admitted that America has much to 
learn from Western Europe in metropolitan planning, in local urban plan-
ning, in regionalization, in the development of new towns, and in social and 
legal innovation. 
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d a t e w o u l d p r o v i d e a s u i t a b l e o c c a s i o n f o r r e d e f i n i n g t h e m e a n i n g 

o f m o d e r n d e m o c r a c y — a t a s k a d m i t t e d l y c h a l l e n g i n g b u t n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y m o r e s o t h a n w h e n i t w a s u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e f o u n d i n g 

f a t h e r s — a n d f o r s e t t i n g a m b i t i o u s a n d c o n c r e t e s o c i a l g o a l s . * 

R e a l i s m , h o w e v e r , f o r c e s u s t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e n e c e s s a r y 

p o l i t i c a l i n n o v a t i o n w i l l n o t c o m e f r o m d i r e c t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e -

f o r m , d e s i r a b l e a s t h a t w o u l d b e . f T h e n e e d e d c h a n g e i s m o r e 

l i k e l y t o d e v e l o p i n c r e m e n t a l l y a n d l e s s o v e r t l y . N o n e t h e l e s s , i t s 

e v e n t u a l s c o p e m a y b e f a r - r e a c h i n g , e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e p o l i t i c a l 

p r o c e s s g r a d u a l l y a s s i m i l a t e s s c i e n t i f i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l c h a n g e . T h u s , 

i n t h e p o l i t i c a l s p h e r e t h e i n c r e a s e d flow o f i n f o r m a t i o n a n d t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f m o r e e f f i c i e n t t e c h n i q u e s o f c o o r d i n a t i o n m a y 

m a k e p o s s i b l e g r e a t e r d e v o l u t i o n o f a u t h o r i t y a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

t o t h e l o w e r l e v e l s o f g o v e r n m e n t a n d s o c i e t y . I n t h e p a s t t h e 

d i v i s i o n o f p o w e r h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y c a u s e d p r o b l e m s o f i n e f f i c i e n c y , 

p o o r c o o r d i n a t i o n , a n d d i s p e r s a l o f a u t h o r i t y , b u t t o d a y t h e n e w 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d c o m p u t a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s m a k e p o s s i b l e b o t h 

i n c r e a s e d a u t h o r i t y a t t h e l o w e r l e v e l s a n d a l m o s t i n s t a n t n a t i o n a l 

c o o r d i n a t i o n . ! T h e r a p i d t r a n s f e r a l o f i n f o r m a t i o n , c o m b i n e d w i t h 

h i g h l y a d v a n c e d a n a l y t i c a l m e t h o d s , w o u l d a l s o m a k e p o s s i b l e 

b r o a d n a t i o n a l p l a n n i n g — i n t h e l o o s e r F r e n c h s e n s e o f t a r g e t 

* For example, 1976 could provide a target date for a massive effort to 
terminate poverty as currently defined, or to bring Negro education up to 
the national average; 1989, for ecological targets. 
t For example, one simple—though admittedly unattainable—constitutional 
reform would go a long way toward making Congress more responsive to 
social evolution: the passage of a congressional equivalent of the Twenty-
second Amendment limiting the presidential term of office, 
t These techniques could also be used to improve electoral procedures and 
to provide for closer consultation between the public and its representatives. 
Existing electoral machinery in the United States—in regard to both regis-
tration and voting procedure—has simply not kept up with innovation in 
electronic communications and computation. Reforms (such as electronic 
home-voting consoles) to make it possible for representatives of the public 
to consult their constituents rapidly, and for these constituents to express 
their views easily, are both technically possible and likely to develop in view 
of growing dissatisfaction with present machinery. More intense consultation, 
not necessarily only on the national level or only in regard to political insti-
tutions, would further enhance the responsiveness of the American social 
and political system. 
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d e f i n i t i o n — n o t o n l y c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n e c o n o m i c g o a l s b u t m o r e 

c l e a r l y d e f i n i n g e c o l o g i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l o b j e c t i v e s . 

T e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s m a k e i t c e r t a i n t h a t m o d e r n s o -

c i e t y w i l l r e q u i r e m o r e a n d m o r e p l a n n i n g . D e l i b e r a t e m a n a g e -

m e n t o f t h e A m e r i c a n f u t u r e w i l l b e c o m e w i d e s p r e a d , w i t h t h e 

p l a n n e r e v e n t u a l l y d i s p l a c i n g t h e l a w y e r a s t h e k e y s o c i a l l e g i s l a -

t o r a n d m a n i p u l a t o r . T h i s w i l l p u t a g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s o n d e f i n i n g 

g o a l s a n d , b y t h e s a m e t o k e n , o n a m o r e s e l f - c o n s c i o u s p r e o c c u p a -

t i o n w i t h s o c i a l e n d s . H o w t o c o m b i n e s o c i a l p l a n n i n g w i t h p e r -

s o n a l f r e e d o m i s a l r e a d y e m e r g i n g a s t h e k e y d i l e m m a o f t e c h n e -

t r o n i c A m e r i c a , r e p l a c i n g t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e ' s p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h 

b a l a n c i n g s o c i a l n e e d s a g a i n s t r e q u i r e m e n t s o f f r e e e n t e r p r i s e . 

T h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f l o c a l , e s p e c i a l l y m e t r o p o l i t a n , g o v e r n m e n t 

i s a l r e a d y r e c o g n i z e d a s a n u r g e n t n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e d e m o c r a t i c 

p r o c e s s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e d e v o l u t i o n o f financial r e s p o n -

s i b i l i t y t o l o w e r e c h e l o n s o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m m a y e n c o u r a g e 

b o t h t h e flow o f b e t t e r t a l e n t a n d g r e a t e r l o c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

m o r e i m p o r t a n t l o c a l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . N a t i o n a l c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d 

l o c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n c o u l d t h u s b e w e d d e d b y n e w s y s t e m s o f 

c o o r d i n a t i o n . T h i s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n t r i e d s u c c e s s f u l l y b y s o m e 

l a r g e b u s i n e s s e s . 

T h e t r e n d t o w a r d m o r e c o o r d i n a t i o n b u t l e s s c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 

w o u l d b e i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n o f b l u r r i n g 

s h a r p d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s . I n s t i -

t u t i o n s s u c h a s T V A o r t h e F o r d F o u n d a t i o n p e r f o r m f u n c t i o n s 

d i f f i c u l t f o r m a n y E u r o p e a n s t o u n d e r s t a n d , s i n c e t h e y a r e m o r e 

a c c u s t o m e d e i t h e r t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e s h a r p l y b e t w e e n t h e p u b l i c 

s p h e r e a n d t h e p r i v a t e ( a s h a s b e e n t y p i c a l o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e 

o r t o s u b o r d i n a t e t h e p r i v a t e t o t h e p u b l i c ( a s i s f a v o r e d b y t h e 

s o c i a l i s t s a n d s o m e l i b e r a l s ) o r t o a b s o r b t h e p r i v a t e b y t h e p u b -

l i c ( a s h a s b e e n t h e c a s e i n c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s ) . 

A t o n e t i m e t h e q u e s t i o n o f o w n e r s h i p w a s t h e d e c i s i v e s o c i a l 

a n d p o l i t i c a l i s s u e o f a s o c i e t y u n d e r g o i n g m o d e r n i z a t i o n . T h e 

f o r m s o f l a n d o w n e r s h i p c u s t o m a r y i n t h e f e u d a l - a g r i c u l t u r a l a g e 

w e r e e x t e n d e d t h r o u g h f o r c e o f h a b i t a s w e l l a s h i s t o r i c a l a c c o m -
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m o d a t i o n i n t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e ; o w n i n g a f a c t o r y w a s s e e n a s 

b e i n g l a r g e l y t h e s a m e a s o w n i n g a p i e c e o f l a n d . T h i s e v e n t u a l l y 

l e d t o a s e v e r e c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n o l d f o r m s a n d m o d e s o f e v a l u -

a t i n g i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s a n d t h e n e w r e q u i r e m e n t s o f i n d u s t r i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , o f c o l l e c t i v e e m p l o y e e r i g h t s , a n d o f c h a n g e d s o c i o -

p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . S o c i a l i s m w a s o n e e x t r e m e s o l u t i o n ; i n t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d W e s t d e p e r s o n a l i z e d c o r p o r a t e o w n e r s h i p a n d 

t h e l i m i t e d s h a r i n g o f a u t h o r i t y w i t h o r g a n i z e d l a b o r w a s t h e g e n -

e r a l p a t t e r n o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n . T h e q u e s t i o n o f o w n e r s h i p w a s 

t h u s r e d e f i n e d i n t o o n e o f c o n t r o l a n d r e g u l a t i o n , w h i l e t h e i s s u e 

o f e x p l o i t a t i o n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h o w n e r s h i p w a s r e p l a c e d b y n e w 

p r o b l e m s c o n c e r n i n g t h e e c o n o m i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n a n d p s y c h o l o g i -

c a l w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e e m p l o y e d . 

I n t h e p r o c e s s , e v e n i n A m e r i c a t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t e m e r g e d 

a s t h e k e y i n s t i t u t i o n f o r r e s t r u c t u r i n g s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , a n d t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f t h e e x t e n t o f t h e s t a t e ' s r o l e i n e c o n o m i c a f f a i r s b e -

c a m e c r u c i a l . U n l i k e t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l a g e , d u r i n g w h i c h f e w s t a t e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e i n v o l v e d i n o r g a n i z i n g a n d a s s i s t i n g m a n ' s d a i l y 

e x i s t e n c e , t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e p r o d u c e d b o t h g r e a t e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r n a t i o n a l d i r e c t i o n a n d a g r e a t e r s o c i a l d e m a n d f o r g o v e r n m e n t -

i m p o s e d s o c i a l j u s t i c e . M o r e c e n t r a l i z e d d i r e c t i o n b y t h e s t a t e 

s e e m e d t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e t o c h a o s a n d t h e o n l y r e s p o n s e t o 

s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e . 

O u r a g e h a s b e e n m o v i n g t o w a r d a n e w p a t t e r n , b l u r r i n g d i s -

t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e b o d i e s a n d e n c o u r a g i n g 

m o r e c r o s s - p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n b o t h b y t h e i r e m p l o y e e s a n d m e m b e r s . 

I n E u r o p e c o - d e t e r m i n a t i o n n o t o n l y h a s i n v o l v e d p r o f i t - s h a r i n g 

b u t h a s i n c r e a s i n g l y l e d t o p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p o l i c y m a k i n g ; p r e s -

s u r e s i n t h e s a m e d i r e c t i o n a r e c l e a r l y b u i l d i n g u p i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s a s w e l l . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e w i d e n i n g s o c i a l p e r s p e c t i v e s 

o f t h e A m e r i c a n b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y a r e l i k e l y t o i n c r e a s e t h e i n -

v o l v e m e n t o f b u s i n e s s e x e c u t i v e s i n s o c i a l p r o b l e m s , t h e r e b y m e r g -

i n g p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c a c t i v i t y o n b o t h t h e l o c a l a n d t h e n a t i o n a l 

l e v e l s . T h i s m i g h t i n t u r n m a k e f o r m o r e e f f e c t i v e s o c i a l a p p l i c a -

t i o n o f t h e n e w m a n a g e m e n t t e c h n i q u e s , w h i c h , u n l i k e b u r e a u -
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c r a t i z e d g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o c e d u r e s , h a v e p r o v e d b o t h e f f i c i e n t 

a n d r e s p o n s i v e t o e x t e r n a l s t i m u l i . 0 

S u c h p a r t i c i p a t o r y p l u r a l i s m m a y p r o v e r e a s o n a b l y e f f e c t i v e i n 

s u b o r d i n a t i n g s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y t o s o c i a l e n d s . I n t h e p a s t 

f o r s o m e t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e m a c h i n e w a s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

U t o p i a ; f o r o t h e r s i t m e a n t t h e u n l e a s h i n g o f e v i l . S i m i l a r l y , t o d a y 

t e c h n o l o g y i s s e e n b y s o m e m o d e r n c o n s e r v a t i v e s a s t h e b e g i n n i n g 

o f a h a p p y n e w a g e b e c a u s e i t p r o m i s e s t o f r e e m a n f r o m m a n y 

s o c i a l p r o b l e m s , w h i l e f o r t h e N e w L e f t t e c h n e t r o n i c s i s r e p l a c i n g 

p r o p e r t y a s t h e s y m b o l o f s o c i a l e v i l . 2 Y e t t h e c r u c i a l i s s u e r e -

m a i n s t h e e n d s t o w h i c h s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y a r e a p p l i e d , a n d 

a s o c i e t y i n w h i c h e f f e c t i v e c o o r d i n a t i o n i s c o m b i n e d w i t h d e c e n -

t r a l i z a t i o n i s m o r e l i k e l y t o c r y s t a l l i z e t h e n e c e s s a r y d i s c u s s i o n 

a n d r e f l e c t i o n . S c i e n t i f i c e x p e r t i s e c a n t h e n b e m o b i l i z e d f o r s o c i a l 

e n d s w i t h o u t g r a n t i n g s c i e n t i s t s a d o m i n a t i n g p o l i t i c a l r o l e b e -

c a u s e o f t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c c r e d e n t i a l s , f P a r t i c i p a t o r y p l u r a l i s m w i l l 

* This is especially ironic since the government has sponsored the transfer of 
many technological innovations from defense to private industry (see 
R. Lester and G. Howick, Assessing Technology Transfer, NASA, Washington, 
D.C., 1966, especially pp. 42, 48, 76, and 79). At the same time, the internal 
bureaucratic procedures of many government agencies lag in technological 
innovation as compared with major banks or corporations. Bureaucratic rigid-
ity appears to be a function of size and hierarchy. A study by sixteen leading 
research administrators reported in the spring of 1967 that small, independ-
ent companies have been much more innovative technologically than large 
companies (see Peter Drucker, The Age of Discontinuity, New York, 1969, 
p. 62.) 
t On the complex question of the role of scientists in policymaking, com-
ments by Don K. Price in The Scientific Estate (Cambridge, Mass., 1965) 
and by Sanford A. Lakoff and J. Stefan Dupre in Science and the 
Nation: Policy and Politics (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1962) are especially 
pertinent. 

There is no reason to believe that scientific competence is sufficient for 
relevant judgments concerning all areas of social existence or public policy. 
Indeed, though somewhat exaggerated, the observations of a French social 
thinker on the dangers of excessive deference to the nonscientific opinions 
of scientists have some merit: 

"We are forced to conclude that our scientists are incapable of any but 
the emptiest platitudes when they stray from their specialties. It makes one 
think back on the collection of mediocrities accumulated by Einstein when 
he spoke of God, the state, peace, and the meaning of life. It is clear that 
Einstein, extraordinary mathematical genius that he was, was no Pascal; he 
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a u t o m a t i c a l l y e n s u r e n e i t h e r p o l i t i c a l w i s d o m n o r s o c i a l r e s p o n -

s i b i l i t y , b u t i t m i g h t m a k e f o r a s o c i e t y t h a t m o r e n e a r l y a p -

p r o a c h e s b o t h . 

A n t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e s o c i a l e f f e c t s o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n 

o f f e r s a g o o d e x a m p l e o f t h e n e c e s s a r y f o r m s o f c r o s s - i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c o o p e r a t i o n . O n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s m o s t u r g e n t n e e d s i s t h e c r e a t i o n 

o f a v a r i e t y o f m e c h a n i s m s t h a t l i n k n a t i o n a l a n d l o c a l g o v e r n -

m e n t s , a c a d e m i a , a n d t h e b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y ( t h e r e t h e e x a m p l e 

o f N A S A m a y b e e s p e c i a l l y r e w a r d i n g ) i n t h e t a s k o f e v a l u a t i n g 

n o t o n l y t h e o p e r a t i o n a l e f f e c t s o f t h e n e w t e c h n o l o g i e s b u t t h e i r 

c u l t u r a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s . A s e r i e s o f n a t i o n a l a n d l o c a l 

c o u n c i l s — n o t r e s t r i c t e d t o s c i e n t i s t s b u t m a d e u p o f v a r i o u s s o c i a l 

g r o u p s , i n c l u d i n g t h e c l e r g y — w o u l d b e i n k e e p i n g w i t h b o t h t h e 

n e e d a n d t h e e m e r g i n g p a t t e r n o f s o c i a l r e s p o n s e t o c h a n g e . * 

T h e t r e n d t o w a r d t h e p r o g r e s s i v e b r e a k d o w n o f s h a r p d i s t i n c -

t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l s p h e r e s , b e t w e e n p u b l i c a n d 

knew nothing of political or human reality, or, in fact, anything at all out-
side his mathematical reach. The banality of Einstein's remarks in matters 
outside his specialty is as astonishing as his genius within it. It seems as though 
the specialized application of all one's faculties in a particular area inhibits 
the consideration of things in general. Even J. Robert Oppenheimer, who 
seems receptive to a general culture, is not outside this judgment. His politi-
cal and social declarations, for example, scarcely go beyond the level of 
those of the man in the street. And the opinions of the scientists quoted by 
L'Express are not even on the level of Einstein or Oppenheimer. Their pom-
posities, in fact, do not rise to the level of the average. They are vague 
generalities inherited from the nineteenth century, and the fact that they 
represent the furthest limits of thought of our scientific worthies must be 
symptomatic of arrested development or of a mental block. Particularly dis-
quieting is the gap between the enormous power they wield and their critical 
ability, which must be estimated as null" (Ellul, p. 435). For some sugges-
tive analogies, see R. Todd, "George Wald: The Man, the Speech," The 
New York Times Magazine, August 17, 1967. 

This would go beyond the task set the National Commission on Tech-
nology, Automation and Economic Progress, authorized by Congress in 1964, 
and also address itself to the issues with which, for example, the British 
Society for Social Responsibility in Science has been grappling. 

An editorial in Science (August 1, 1969) on "The Control of Technology" 
errs in implying that the above matter should be restricted to scientists. 
Social scientists, the clergy, and humanists should also be involved, and the 
Special Commission on the Social Sciences, established in 1968 by the Na-
tional Science Board, could well be drawn in. 
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p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s , w i l l n o t l e n d i t s e l f t o e a s y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n a s 

l i b e r a l , c o n s e r v a t i v e , o r s o c i a l i s t — a l l t e r m s d e r i v e d f r o m a d i f f e r -

e n t h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t — b u t i t w i l l b e a m a j o r s t e p t o w a r d t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t o r y d e m o c r a c y a d v o c a t e d b y s o m e o f t h e N e w L e f t i n 

t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s . I r o n i c a l l y , t h i s p a r t i c i p a t o r y d e m o c r a c y i s l i k e l y t o 

e m e r g e t h r o u g h a p r o g r e s s i v e s y m b i o s i s o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f 

s o c i e t y a n d o f g o v e r n m e n t r a t h e r t h a n t h r o u g h t h e r e m e d i e s t h e 

N e w L e f t h a d b e e n a d v o c a t i n g : e c o n o m i c e x p r o p r i a t i o n a n d 

p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n , b o t h d i s t i n c t l y a n a c h r o n i s t i c r e m e d i e s o f t h e 

e a r l i e r i n d u s t r i a l e r a . 

T h e e v o l u t i o n a r y e m e r g e n c e o f p a r t i c i p a t o r y p l u r a l i s m m a y n o t 

s e e m a s u f f i c i e n t r e s p o n s e t o t h o s e s e c t o r s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y t h a t 

h a v e b e c o m e e n t i r e l y a l i e n a t e d — a n d i t m a y a p p e a r a s t o o m u c h 

c h a n g e t o t h o s e w h o h a v e a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e status quo. B u t 

f o r t h a t l a r g e b o d y o f A m e r i c a n s w h o a c c e p t t h e c o n c e p t o f 

g r a d u a l c h a n g e a n d w h o v a l u e p r o c e d u r a l o r d e r , m u l t i p l e p a t -

t e r n s o f s o c i a l i n v o l v e m e n t c o u l d p r o v i d e t h e d e s i r e d c r e a t i v e 

o u t l e t f o r a s o c i e t y t h a t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y b e c o m i n g m o r e c o m p l e x 

a n d e x p e r t - o r i e n t e d . I n t h a t s e t t i n g i t i s e v e n p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e 

p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y k n o w n i n A m e r i c a w i l l f u r t h e r 

d e c l i n e i n i m p o r t a n c e ; i n t h e i r s t e a d , o r g a n i z e d l o c a l , r e g i o n a l , 

u r b a n , p r o f e s s i o n a l , a n d o t h e r i n t e r e s t s w i l l p r o v i d e t h e f o c u s f o r 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , a n d s h i f t i n g n a t i o n a l c o a l i t i o n s w i l l f o r m o n a n 

ad hoc b a s i s a r o u n d s p e c i f i c i s s u e s o f n a t i o n a l i m p o r t . * 

I n t h e i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e , t h e p o l i t i c s o f s t r e e t p r o t e s t a r e l i k e l y 

t o d o m i n a t e t h e v i s i b l e d i m e n s i o n s o f A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . 

L e s s v i s i b l e — i n d e e d , s o m e t i m e s t o t a l l y o b s c u r e d b y t h e p r e -

v a i l i n g r h e t o r i c a b o u t t h e " r e p r e s s i v e s o c i e t y " — i s t h e g r a d u a l 

p r o g r e s s t o w a r d a n e w d e m o c r a c y i n c r e a s i n g l y b a s e d o n p a r -

t i c i p a t o r y p l u r a l i s m i n m a n y a r e a s o f l i f e . A s s u m i n g t h a t s h o r t -

t e r m c r i s e s d o n o t d e f l e c t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f r o m r e d e f i n i n g t h e 

• These coalitions are less likely to form along the traditional dividing line 
of Republicans and Democrats or—as more recently—of conservatives and 
liberals, but rather to divide according to basic philosophical attitudes to-
ward the problems of modern life. In greatly simplified terms, the human-
ists and idealists on one side might be pitted against the pragmatists and 
modernizers on the other. 
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s u b s t a n c e o f i t s d e m o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n , t h e l o n g - r a n g e e f f e c t o f t h e 

p r e s e n t t r a n s i t i o n a n d i t s t u r m o i l s w i l l b e t o d e e p e n a n d w i d e n t h e 

s c o p e o f t h e d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s i n A m e r i c a . 

Change in Cultural Formation 

T h e e v o l u t i o n a r y d e v e l o p m e n t o f A m e r i c a n d e m o c r a c y w i l l 

h a v e t o b e m a t c h e d b y c h a n g e s i n t h e p r o c e s s e s o f f o r m i n g a n d 

s h a p i n g t h e c o n t e n t o f i t s n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e . A s i n t h e c a s e o f 

p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e , c u l t u r a l r e f o r m i s m o r e l i k e l y t o c o m e a b o u t 

t h r o u g h e v o l u t i o n — i n p a r t d e l i b e r a t e l y e n c o u r a g e d a n d i n p a r t 

s t i m u l a t e d b y o v e r - a l l s o c i a l c h a n g e — t h a n t h r o u g h p r o g r a m -

m a t i c e n g i n e e r i n g . T h e e l e m e n t o f d e l i b e r a t e a n d c o n s c i o u s 

c h o i c e m a y b e e v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t h e r e t h a n i n t h e t r a n s f o r m a -

t i o n o f c o m p l e x i n s t i t u t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s , b e c a u s e i n m o d e r n 

s o c i e t y t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m a n d t h e m a s s m e d i a h a v e b e c o m e 

t h e p r i n c i p a l s o c i a l m e a n s f o r d e f i n i n g t h e s u b s t a n c e o f a n a t i o n a l 

c u l t u r e . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y , w h i c h h a s 

d o w n g r a d e d s u c h a l t e r n a t i v e s o u r c e s o f c u l t u r e a s c h u r c h e s a n d 

t r a d i t i o n a l c u s t o m s . 

T h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m h a s a s p e c i a l s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n 

r e g a r d t o b l a c k A m e r i c a n s . H e r e t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s n e e d s a r e t o 

e n h a n c e t h e b l a c k c i t i z e n s d i g n i t y a n d t o e n l a r g e h i s l o n g - r a n g e 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s . T h e s e n e e d s h a v e o c c a s i o n a l l y c l a s h e d , b u t p e r h a p s 

t h e s h o r t - t e r m r e m e d y w i l l b e t o c o m b i n e t h e b l a c k A m e r i c a n ' s 

q u e s t f o r h i s s e p a r a t e i d e n t i t y ( t h r o u g h s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n a l d e v i c e s 

a s s e p a r a t e c o u r s e s a n d r e s i d e n c e s ) w i t h m a s s i v e a n d s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 

o r i e n t e d r e m e d i a l t r a i n i n g . T h e c h a l l e n g e t o d a y — a n d p r o b a b l y 

f o r s e v e r a l d e c a d e s t o c o m e — i s t o h e l p t h e b l a c k A m e r i c a n s k i p 

t h e l a t e - i n d u s t r i a l s t a g e o f A m e r i c a ' s d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d t h i s 

c a n n o t b e d o n e u n l e s s s e n s i t i v i t y t o h i s p s y c h o l o g i c a l n e e d s i s 

m a t c h e d b y a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r a d i s c i p l i n e d , f o -

c u s e d i n t e l l e c t u a l e f f o r t . T h e t w o w i l l b e h a r d t o c o m b i n e , b u t i t i s 

m t h i s a r e a t h a t e v e n t u a l p r o g r e s s o r d i s a s t e r i n A m e r i c a ' s r a c e 

r e l a t i o n s w i l l b e s h a p e d . 

Racial calamity will be avoided only if society at large defines 
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m o r e c l e a r l y t h e v a l u e s i t s e e k s , i s w i l l i n g t o c r e a t e a r e s p o n s i v e 

f r a m e w o r k t o p r o m o t e t h e m , a n d i s p r e p a r e d t o i n s i s t o n r e s p e c t 

f o r o r d e r l y p r o c e d u r e . N o t h i n g c o u l d b e m o r e d e s t r u c t i v e t h a n 

w i d e s w i n g s f r o m p e r m i s s i v e a n d g u i l t - r i d d e n a c q u i e s c e n c e t o 

a n y d e m a n d m a d e b y b l a c k e x t r e m i s t s — s u c h a c q u i e s c e n c e 

m e r e l y s t i m u l a t e s a n e s c a l a t i o n o f e x t r e m i s m — t o i n s e n s i t i v e p a s -

s i v i t y o r o p p o s i t i o n t o b l a c k d e m a n d s f o r a f a i r s h a r e o f p a r t i c i p a -

t i o n i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y . A m a s s i v e e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t i s t h e 

c r u c i a l f a c t o r , b u t t o b e s u c c e s s f u l i t m u s t b e g e a r e d t o t h e l o n g -

r a n g e t h r u s t o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y ' s d e v e l o p m e n t a l n e e d s . 

T h e u n p r e c e d e n t e d s p r e a d o f m a s s e d u c a t i o n i n A m e r i c a r a i s e s 

t h e m o r e g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r m e c h a n i c a l l y e x t e n d i n g t h e 

d u r a t i o n o f e d u c a t i o n w i l l s u f f i c e t o m e e t b o t h t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

a n d t e c h n i c a l n e e d s o f t h e e m e r g i n g s o c i e t y . T h e s o c i a l s c o p e 

a n d d u r a t i o n o f c u r r e n t m a s s e d u c a t i o n d i f f e r s f r o m t h e e a r l y -

i n d u s t r i a l e m p h a s i s o n m i n i m u m m a s s l i t e r a c y f o r m a l e s ( a n d 

f r o m t h e e v e n m o r e e l i t i s t m e d i e v a l p a t t e r n o f v e r y l i m i t e d l e a r n -

i n g f o r v e r y f e w ) . C o n t e m p o r a r y p r o g r a m s a i m a t t h e e d u c a t i o n o f 

a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f b o t h s e x e s a n d c a l l f o r p e r i o d s o f s c h o o l i n g 

l a s t i n g a n y w h e r e f r o m t e n t o a l m o s t t w e n t y y e a r s ( i n t h e c a s e o f 

m o r e a d v a n c e d d e g r e e s ) . I n A m e r i c a h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i s c a r r i e d 

o n w i t h i n a r e l a t i v e l y s e l f - c o n t a i n e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a n d e v e n s o c i a l 

f r a m e w o r k , m a k i n g f o r a p r o t r a c t e d p e r i o d o f s e m i - i s o l a t i o n f r o m 

p r o b l e m s o f s o c i a l r e a l i t y . A s a r e s u l t , b o t h o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y a n d 

i n t e r m s o f c o n t e n t , a d i v o r c e b e t w e e n e d u c a t i o n a n d s o c i a l e x i s t -

e n c e h a s t e n d e d t o d e v e l o p , l e a d i n g t o t h e a l r e a d y n o t e d e m o -

t i o n a l a n d p s y c h i c m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f s t u d e n t f r u s t r a t i o n a n d 

i m m a t u r i t y . 

B y e x t e n d i n g e d u c a t i o n o n a n intermittent b a s i s t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e l i f e t i m e o f t h e c i t i z e n , s o c i e t y w o u l d g o a l o n g w a y t o w a r d 

m e e t i n g t h i s p r o b l e m . T h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e s e l f - c o n t a i n e d a n d 

r e l a t i v e l y i s o l a t e d p h a s e o f i n i t i a l e d u c a t i o n c o u l d t h e n b e 

s h o r t e n e d . T a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t t h e e a r l i e r p h y s i c a l a n d s e x u a l 

m a t u r a t i o n o f y o u n g p e o p l e t o d a y , i t c o u l d b e m o r e g e n e r a l l y 

p u r s u e d w i t h i n a w o r k - s t u d y f r a m e w o r k , a n d i t s h o u l d b e s u p p l e -
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m e n t e d b y p e r i o d i c a d d i t i o n a l t r a i n i n g t h r o u g h o u t m o s t o f o n e ' s 

a c t i v e l i f e . 

A g o o d c a s e c a n b e m a d e f o r e n d i n g i n i t i a l e d u c a t i o n ( m o r e o f 

w h i c h c o u l d b e o b t a i n e d i n t h e h o m e t h r o u g h e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e s ) 

s o m e w h e r e a r o u n d t h e a g e o f e i g h t e e n . T h i s f o r m a l i n i t i a l p e r i o d 

c o u l d b e f o l l o w e d b y t w o y e a r s o f s e r v i c e i n a s o c i a l l y d e s i r a b l e 

c a u s e ; * t h e n b y d i r e c t i n v o l v e m e n t i n s o m e p r o f e s s i o n a l a c t i v i t y 

a n d b y a d v a n c e d , s y s t e m a t i c t r a i n i n g w i t h i n t h a t a r e a ; a n d finally 

b y r e g u l a r p e r i o d s o f o n e a n d e v e n t u a l l y e v e n t w o y e a r s o f 

b r o a d e n i n g , " i n t e g r a t i v e " s t u d y a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f e v e r y d e c a d e 

o f o n e ' s l i f e , s o m e w h e r e u p t o t h e a g e o f s i x t y , f F o r e x a m p l e , 

m e d i c a l o r l e g a l t r a i n i n g c o u l d b e g i n a f t e r o n l y t w o y e a r s o f 

c o l l e g e , t h u s b o t h s h o r t e n i n g t h e t i m e n e e d e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e 

t r a i n i n g a n d p r o b a b l y a l s o i n c r e a s i n g t h e n u m b e r a t t r a c t e d i n t o 

t h e s e p r o f e s s i o n s . R e g u l a r a n d f o r m a l l y r e q u i r e d r e t r a i n i n g — a s 

w e l l a s b r o a d e n i n g — c o u l d e n s u e a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s t h r o u g h o u t 

m o s t o f o n e ' s p r o f e s s i o n a l c a r e e r . 

C o m b i n i n g i n i t i a l s p e c i a l i z a t i o n w i t h a s u b s e q u e n t b r o a d e n i n g 

* This cause could be either national or international, publicly or privately 
tackled. It would be in keeping with the humanitarian idealism of the young 
not to limit such service to national causes. One good way to handle the 
matter would be to maintain a list of acceptable humanitarian activities, 
service on behalf of which would be an acceptable equivalent for military 
duty. 
* This would go beyond the task set for the National Commission on Tech-
integrative needs of the modern age. It would thus combine science with 
philosophy but no longer act as an intellectual cafeteria, offering studies 
ranging from physical education through classics, from "sour courses to the 
latest specialized sciences. In effect, the roles of the "junior" college and of 
the university would become separate in time and place, probably to the 
advantage of both institutions. This would permit concentration on the larger 
social questions and keep higher education from being an aristocratic proc-
ess; at the same time, it would allay some of the dangers inherent in the 
illusion that an educated citizenry is created by simply running a lot of 
people through the educational mill. 

In addition, the traditional titles of learning, such as "doctor of philoso-
phy," imply a terminal educational process and reflect the situation of an 
earlier stage in social history. Since learning will become a continuous, life-
time process that involves almost the entire community, degrees become a 
symbolic anachronism and should be drastically reclassified to indicate more 
accurately the various stages of specialized and generalized knowledge. 
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o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c h o r i z o n s w o u l d s o m e w h a t c o u n t e r -

a c t t h e p r e s e n t t r e n d , w h i c h m a k e s i n c r e a s e d s p e c i a l i z a t i o n a n d 

r i s i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a n d i n g g o h a n d i n h a n d . T h i s e n c o u r a g e s a 

n a r r o w n e s s o f g e n e r a l o u t l o o k . T h e t r e n d c o u l d b e g r a d u a l l y r e -

v e r s e d b y a s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h s p e c i a l i z a t i o n a t t h e a g e o f g r e a t e s t 

a b s o r p t i v e c a p a b i l i t y w o u l d b e f o l l o w e d b y m o r e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

i n t e g r a t i o n a t a s t a g e o f i n c r e a s e d p e r s o n a l m a t u r i t y . S u c h a n 

a p p r o a c h w o u l d e n c o u r a g e t h e g r a d u a l e m e r g e n c e o f a n i n t e -

g r a t i v e , m o d e r n i z i n g e l i t e t h a t w o u l d s h o w g r e a t e r c o n c e r n w i t h 

s o c i e t y ' s u n d e r l y i n g h u m a n e v a l u e s i n a n a g e i n w h i c h i n t e n s i v e 

s c i e n t i f i c s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i s f r a u g h t w i t h d a n g e r s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n . * 

T h e f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m h a s b e e n r e l a t i v e l y s l o w i n e x -

p l o i t i n g t h e n e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s u p p l e m e n t a r y h o m e - b a s e d 

e d u c a t i o n t h r o u g h t e l e v i s i o n c o n s o l e s a n d o t h e r e l e c t r o n i c d e -

v i c e s . I t h a s a l s o b e e n s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e g r o w i n g i n c l i n a t i o n o f 

n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n l e a r n i n g 

a n d t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s . I n d i f f e r e n t w a y s , h o w e v e r , b o t h t h e b l a c k 

c o m m u n i t y a n d b u s i n e s s a r e b e c o m i n g m o r e i n v o l v e d i n e d u c a -

t i o n , f o r p s y c h o l o g i c a l a s w e l l a s f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l r e a s o n s . f 

G r e a t e r m u l t i p l i c i t y i n e d u c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g w i l l m a k e f o r a 

m o r e p l u r a l i s t i c n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y , a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g i n v o l v e -

m e n t o f b u s i n e s s c o m p a n i e s i n e d u c a t i o n m a y l e a d t o a m o r e 

r a p i d a d a p t a t i o n o f t h e l a t e s t t e c h n i q u e s a n d s c i e n t i f i c k n o w l e d g e 

* "One of the paradoxes of the future is that while an increasing number 
of managerial decisions will be handled by automatic data processing, but-
tressed by clear and swift communications networks, the intelligent direction 
and coordination of large-scale systems will place an even greater premium 
than at present upon the wise, artful, and broadly-experienced general man-
ager in organizations characterized by operational decentralization. In short, 
the proposition that effective decentralization can occur only where organiza-
tional centralization has become efficient will have become increasingly 
recognized, not as a paradox, but as a logical reality" (The United States 
and the World in the 1985 Era, p. 44). 
f For example, Olin Corporation, noting in an advertisement that "there is 
no growth potential in ignorance," has instituted literacy and high school 
training programs in three of its plants. Other major corporations have simi-
lar training programs. 
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t o t h e e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s . A m e r i c a n b u s i n e s s a n d , t o a l e s s e r 

e x t e n t , t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a v e a l r e a d y u n d e r t a k e n e x t e n s i v e p r o -

g r a m s o f m a n a g e r i a l " r e t o o l i n g " a n d r e t r a i n i n g , t h e r e b y m o v i n g 

t o w a r d t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t e d u c a t i o n a l p a t t e r n . 

C h a n g e i n e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s a n d p h i l o s o p h y s h o u l d 

a l s o b e a c c o m p a n i e d b y p a r a l l e l c h a n g e s i n t h e b r o a d e r n a t i o n a l 

p r o c e s s e s b y w h i c h v a l u e s a r e g e n e r a t e d a n d d i s s e m i n a t e d . G i v e n 

A m e r i c a s r o l e a s a w o r l d d i s s e m i n a t o r o f n e w v a l u e s a n d t e c h -

n i q u e s , t h i s i s b o t h a n a t i o n a l a n d a g l o b a l o b l i g a t i o n . Y e t n o 

o t h e r c o u n t r y h a s p e r m i t t e d i t s m a s s c u l t u r e , t a s t e , d a i l y a m u s e -

m e n t , a n d , m o s t i m p o r t a n t , t h e i n d i r e c t e d u c a t i o n o f i t s c h i l d r e n 

t o b e a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y t h e d o m a i n o f p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s a n d 

a d v e r t i s i n g , o r p e r m i t t e d b o t h s t a n d a r d s o f t a s t e a n d t h e i n t e l -

l e c t u a l c o n t e n t o f c u l t u r e t o b e d e f i n e d l a r g e l y b y a s m a l l g r o u p 

o f e n t r e p r e n e u r s l o c a t e d i n o n e m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t e r . A m e r i c a n 

t e l e v i s i o n , i n w h i c h a c u l t u r a l m o n o p o l y i s e x e r c i s e d b y a r e l a -

t i v e l y s m a l l g r o u p , r e f l e c t s t h e i n s e n s i t i v i t y o f t h e c o m m u n i c a -

t i o n s p r o c e s s t o t h e t a s t e s a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l v a l u e s o f m u c h o f 

A m e r i c a . * 

R i s i n g p u b l i c d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t p e r h a p s s o m e c h a n g e h a s t o c o m e i n t h i s field a s w e l l . T h e 

g e o g r a p h i c a l d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n a n d d i s p e r s a l o f t h e t e l e v i s i o n i n -

d u s t r y i n t o m o r e n u m e r o u s u n i t s , t h e s e p a r a t i o n o f b r o a d c a s t i n g 

f r o m p r o g r a m p r o d u c t i o n , a n d t h e f u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n o f e d u c a -

t i o n a l p r o g r a m m i n g w i l l p r o b a b l y b e s h a r p l y o p p o s e d b y e x i s t -

i n g i n t e r e s t s ; i f p a s t A m e r i c a n e x p e r i e n c e c a n s e r v e a s a r e l e v a n t 

g u i d e , c h a n g e w i l l c o m e b y a t t r i t i o n a n d p i e c e m e a l r e f o r m , 

* . . broadcasting has imposed upon American society what in the su-
preme civic sense may be a fatal contradiction. The extension of communi-
cation should be an extension of democracy. Yet while the participatory 
base of democracy has been broadening, the ownership and control of the 
means of communication have narrowed. 

Tt could be said indeed that far from being an expression of majority 
desire, as the networks say, television programs are die imposition of a 
social minority on the majority, the minority consisting of the fifty top ad-
vertisers, the three networks, and a dozen or so advertising agencies" (Alex-
ander Kendrick, Prime Time: The Life of Edward R. Murrow, Boston, 1969, 
PP- 1 2 - 1 3 ) . 
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r a t h e r t h a n b y w h o l e s a l e r e a d j u s t m e n t . H e r e , a g a i n , s c i e n t i f i c 

a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s m a y b e c o m e t h e h a n d m a i d e n s 

o f c o n s t r u c t i v e c h a n g e ; t h e y m a y m a k e p o s s i b l e ( t h r o u g h h o m e 

v i d e o t a p e s , h o m e - o p e r a t e d l e n s e s , c l o s e d - c h a n n e l p r o g r a m m i n g ) 

f a r g r e a t e r d i v e r s i t y t h a n i s t o d a y a v a i l a b l e , a s w e l l a s m o r e 

e x t e n s i v e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e a u d i o - v i s u a l m e d i a b y m o r e i n s t i t u -

t i o n s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n s t e a d o f l i m i t i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l h o r i z o n s , 

t e l e v i s i o n c o u l d b e c o m e a d i v e r s i f i e d a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l y e n r i c h i n g 

s o u r c e o f t h i s s o c i e t y ' s o v e r - a l l c u l t u r a l g r o w t h . 

C u l t u r a l c h a n g e i n o u r s o c i e t y m a y a l s o b e s p u r r e d b y t h e 

g r o w i n g f e m a l e r e b e l l i o n , a c c e l e r a t e d b y e d u c a t i o n a n d n e w 

s e x u a l m o r e s . T h e m a s s i v e e n t r a n c e o f w o m e n i n t o t h e p r o f e s -

s i o n s , i n t o e x e c u t i v e p o s i t i o n s , a n d i n t o p o l i t i c s i s p r o b a b l y o n l y 

a g e n e r a t i o n a w a y , a n d t h e r e i s a l r e a d y a b u n d a n t e v i d e n c e o f 

m o u n t i n g r e s t l e s s n e s s b e c a u s e o f c u r r e n t i n e q u a l i t i e s o f o p p o r -

t u n i t y . S u c h i n c r e a s e d f e m i n i n e a s s e r t i v e n e s s c o u l d s p i l l o v e r 

i n t o A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y ' s c u l t u r a l f r o n t , e n h a n c i n g s o m e w h a t t h e 

g e n e r a l s o c i a l i n t e r e s t i n c u l t u r a l g r o w t h a n d s t a n d a r d s . 

Rational Humanism 

T h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l t h r u s t a n d t h e e c o n o m i c w e a l t h o f t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s n o w m a k e i t p o s s i b l e t o g i v e t h e c o n c e p t o f l i b e r t y 

a n d e q u a l i t y a b r o a d e r m e a n i n g , g o i n g b e y o n d t h e p r o c e d u r a l a n d 

e x t e r n a l t o t h e p e r s o n a l a n d i n n e r s p h e r e s o f m a n ' s s o c i a l e x i s t -

e n c e . B y f o c u s i n g m o r e d e l i b e r a t e l y o n t h e s e q u a l i t a t i v e a s p e c t s 

o f l i f e , A m e r i c a m a y a v o i d t h e d e p e r s o n a l i z i n g d a n g e r s i n h e r e n t 

i n t h e s e l f - g e n e r a t i n g b u t p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y m e a n i n g l e s s m e c h a n i z a -

t i o n o f e n v i r o n m e n t a n d b u i l d a s o c i a l f r a m e w o r k f o r a s y n t h e s i s 

o f m a n ' s e x t e r n a l a n d i n n e r d i m e n s i o n s . 

S u c h a s y n t h e s i s m a y e v e n t u a l l y r e s u l t f r o m t h e c u r r e n t i n t e n s e 

c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e i r r a t i o n a l p e r s o n a l i s m o f t h e " h u m a n i s t s " 

a n d t h e i m p e r s o n a l r a t i o n a l i t y o f t h e " m o d e r n i z e r s . " T h e f o r m e r 

g r o u p , s o u r c e o f m u c h o f t h e r h e t o r i c o f t h e l i t e r a r y c o m m u n i t y , 

t h e s t u d e n t a c t i v i s t s , a n d t h e d o c t r i n a i r e l i b e r a l s , p a r t a k e s o f t h e 

t r a d i t i o n o f s k e p t i c i s m a n d d i s b e l i e f t h a t p l a y e d s u c h a v i t a l r o l e 
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i n o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l h o l d o f p r e -

i n d u s t r i a l A m e r i c a o n t h e v a l u e s o f i n d u s t r i a l A m e r i c a ; i t s e e k s 

t o f o r t i f y t h i s t r a d i t i o n b y a n e w e m p h a s i s o n e m o t i o n a n d f e e l i n g . 

G i v e n i t s D a d a i s t s t y l e a n d i t s L u d d i t e - i n s p i r e d h i s t o r i c a l p o s t u r e , 

i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t t h i s c a m p w i l l l o n g r e m a i n v i t a l . T h e p o t e n t i a l 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e N e w L e f t i n t o t h e V i o l e n t L e f t w i l l c e r t a i n l y 

n o t e n h a n c e i t s a p p e a l t o t h e A m e r i c a n p u b l i c . T h e l a t t e r g r o u p , 

m o r e t y p i c a l o f t h e n e w b u s i n e s s e x e c u t i v e s , t h e g o v e r n m e n t a l -

c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t , a n d t h e s c i e n t i f i c o r g a n i z a t i o n m e n , 

s e e k s t o c o m b i n e s e l f - i n t e r e s t w i t h a d e t a c h e d e m p h a s i s o n r a -

t i o n a l i s t i n n o v a t i o n ; s i n c e i t f a i l s t o p r o v i d e a s a t i s f a c t o r y e m o -

t i o n a l o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l r a t i o n a l e f o r e i t h e r , i t a l i e n a t e s t h e m o r e 

i d e a l i s t i c y o u n g p e o p l e . * 

T h e c l a s h b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o o r i e n t a t i o n s i s d e s t r u c t i v e a n d 

t h r e a t e n i n g t o A m e r i c a n l i b e r a l d e m o c r a c y . I t f r a g m e n t s t h e 

r e m n a n t s o f t h e c o n s e n s u s o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e a n d p o l a r i z e s 

a r t i c u l a t e p u b l i c o p i n i o n . Y e t i t a l s o h o l d s t h e p r o m i s e o f a n e w 

p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t i s b e t t e r s u i t e d t o t h e n e e d s o f t h e e m e r g i n g 

A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y , s i n c e i t m o v e s b e y o n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y i r r e l e -

v a n t f r a m e w o r k t h a t n o w c o n f i n e s m o d e r n m a n ' s o u t l o o k . T h i s 

n e w p e r s p e c t i v e i n v o l v e s g r o w i n g r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t m a n ' s p r o p e n -

s i t y f o r s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n c a n n o t b e r e s t r a i n e d — t h a t a s l o n g 

a s m a n ' s m i n d f u n c t i o n s , s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n w i l l b e o n e o f i t s 

e x p r e s s i o n s . B u t i t a l s o i n v o l v e s a h e i g h t e n e d a w a r e n e s s t h a t a s 

l o n g a s m a n c o n c e i v e s o f h i m s e l f a s a d i s t i n c t i v e b e i n g , i d e a l i s m 

w i l l b e t h e c e n t r a l m o d e o f e x p r e s s i n g h i s s p i r i t . T h e i m p e r a t i v e 

n e e d f o r b o t h i n n o v a t i o n a n d i d e a l i s m i s t h u s s t i m u l a t i n g a r a -

* Modern psychology increasingly recognizes that the non-concrete, more 
abstract qualities of life, such as goodness, aesthetic beauty, and morality, 
are becoming more and more important in satisfying individual wants in 
modern society (see, for example, Abraham Maslow, Motivation and Per-
sonality, New York, 1954, and Toward a Psychology of Being, Princeton, 
1962). However, the quest for these more abstract and emotional satisfac-
tions often takes ludicrous forms. The late sixties have seen in America a 
proliferation of various institutes and seminars in which businessmen and 
others engage in special "sensitivity" seances, expose themselves to "brain-
wave conditioning,' undertake yoga exercises and sustained "meditation," 
and the like. These fads reflect the fracturing of the broader, more integrative 
frameworks of belief, as noted in our discussion in Part II. 
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t i o n a l i s t h u m a n e o u t l o o k t h a t i s g r a d u a l l y s u p p l a n t i n g b o t h t h e 

l i b e r a l s k e p t i c i s m o f s o m e h u m a n i s t s a n d t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s o c i a l 

i n d i f f e r e n c e o f s o m e m o d e r n i z e r s . 

T h i s r a t i o n a l h u m a n i s m i s e x p r e s s e d i n s e v e r a l w a y s : first, i n a n 

e m e r g i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h a t m a k e s s o m a n y A m e r i -

c a n s a n d A m e r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s g o b e y o n d p u r e l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c 

c o n c e r n s a n d b e c o m e d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n g l o b a l p r o b l e m s o f 

h u m a n g r o w t h a n d n o u r i s h m e n t , a n d i s p r o m p t i n g i n A m e r i c a n 

y o u t h s u c h a c o n s t r u c t i v e p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h p r o b l e m s o f e c o l -

o g y ; s e c o n d , i n a g r o w i n g t e n d e n c y — i n s p i t e o f a s t i l l d e e p l y 

i n g r a i n e d a n t i c o m m u n i s m — t o v i e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s a s 

h u m a n i s s u e s a n d n o t a s p o l i t i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n s b e t w e e n g o o d 

a n d e v i l ; t h i r d , i n a s t r o n g p u b l i c i d e a l i s m t h a t i s f r e e o f a Utopian, 
i m p a t i e n t , a n d o f t e n i n t o l e r a n t d e s i r e t o r e s o l v e a l l o u t s t a n d i n g 

d i l e m m a s i m m e d i a t e l y . I n a d d i t i o n , i t c a n a l s o b e s e e n i n t h e 

f a c t t h a t A m e r i c a n s , i n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o flee t h e p r o b l e m s o f 

s c i e n c e , a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o b a l a n c e t h e i r f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h s c i e n c e 

a n d t h e i r r e l i a n c e o n i t a s a t o o l f o r d e a l i n g w i t h h u m a n p r o b l e m s 

b y a m o r e i n t e n s e c o n c e r n w i t h t h e p e r s o n a l q u a l i t i e s o f l i f e a n d 

b y a q u e s t f o r m o r e p h i l o s o p h i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s l y e c u m e n i c a l 

d e f i n i t i o n s o f h u m a n n a t u r e . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f a 

r e v i v a l o f r e l i g i o s i t y o f a m o r e p e r s o n a l , n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l n a t u r e . 

F i n a l l y , t h e e m e r g i n g r a t i o n a l h u m a n i s m i s h i s t o r i c a l l y c o n t i n g e n t 

i n t h e s e n s e t h a t i t d o e s n o t i n v o l v e — a s w a s t h e c a s e w i t h n i n e -

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i d e o l o g y — u n i v e r s a l l y p r e s c r i p t i v e c o n c e p t s o f 

s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n b u t s t r e s s e s c u l t u r a l a n d e c o n o m i c g l o b a l d i -

v e r s i t y . I n s o d o i n g , r a t i o n a l h u m a n i s m i s l i k e l y t o b e h i s t o r i c a l l y 

m o r e r e l e v a n t t h a n w a s t h e c a s e w i t h e a r l i e r r e s p o n s e s t o s o c i a l 

d i l e m m a s . U n l i k e t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e , w h e n c o m p l e x i t y a n d h i s -

t o r i c a l d i s c o n t i n u i t y i n d u c e d i d e o l o g i c a l flights o f t h e m i n d i n t o 

a t a v i s m o r f u t u r i s t i c Utopias, i n t h e t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e t h e g r e a t e r 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f m e a n s p e r m i t s t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f m o r e a t t a i n a b l e 

e n d s , t h u s m a k i n g f o r a l e s s d o c t r i n a i r e a n d a m o r e e f f e c t i v e r e -

l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n " w h a t i s " a n d " w h a t o u g h t t o b e . " 

T h e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h a n d t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s 
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s o u g h t b o t h l i b e r t y a n d e q u a l i t y , b u t e v e n i n t h e a b s e n c e o f 

r a c i a l c o n f l i c t i t w a s f o u n d t h a t t h e t w o w e r e d i f f i c u l t t o c o m b i n e 

i n a n a g e i n w h i c h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s o f a r e l i g i o u s , a r i s t o -

c r a t i c , a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l e r a w e r e c l a s h i n g w i t h t h e e f f e c t s o f 

s k e p t i c a l r a t i o n a l i s m , l e g a l i s t i c d e m o c r a c y , n a s c e n t s o c i a l c o n -

s c i o u s n e s s , a n d t h e n e e d s o f a d e v e l o p i n g u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . 

I n A m e r i c a t h e l i n k a g e o f l i b e r t y a n d e q u a l i t y w a s e s p e c i a l l y 

h i n d e r e d b y d e e p l y e m b e d d e d f u n d a m e n t a l i s t r e l i g i o u s v a l u e s 

t h a t w e r e r e i n f o r c e d b y t h e e v e r w i d e n i n g g a p b e t w e e n t h e p r o -

g r e s s i n g w h i t e c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e a r t i f i c i a l l y a r r e s t e d b l a c k c o m -

m u n i t y . I n e q u a l i t y b e c a m e a s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g p r o p h e c y , a s w e l l a s 

a n e c o n o m i c n e c e s s i t y t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l l y d e v e l o p i n g N o r t h . 

T h e p o s i t i v e p o t e n t i a l o f t h e t h i r d A m e r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n l i e s i n 

i t s p r o m i s e t o l i n k l i b e r t y w i t h e q u a l i t y . T h i s l i n k a g e i s a p r o c e s s , 

a n d w i l l n o t b e a t t a i n e d a l l a t o n c e . I n d e e d , d u r i n g t h e n e x t 

s e v e r a l d e c a d e s r e v e r s a l s a n d e v e n i n c r e a s e d t e n s i o n s a r e t o b e 

e x p e c t e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h o u g h f r e q u e n t l y o b s c u r e d b y p a s -

s i o n a t e p o l e m i c s , t h e e m e r g i n g r a t i o n a l h u m a n i s m i s p a r t o f t h e 

" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " t h a t A m e r i c a h a s b e e n e x p e r i e n c i n g , a 

c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n m o r e e n d u r i n g a n d d e e p e r t h a n t h e o n e t h a t 

i n i t i a t e d t h e t e r m . L i n k e d t o p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m , t h e c u r r e n t c u l t u r a l 

r e v o l u t i o n c o u l d g r a d u a l l y e n l a r g e t h e s c o p e o f p e r s o n a l f r e e d o m 

b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e s e n s e o f s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t o f a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

n u m b e r o f c i t i z e n s a n d g i v e g r e a t e r m e a n i n g t o e q u a l i t y b y m a k -

i n g k n o w l e d g e t h e b a s i s f o r s o c i a l a n d r a c i a l e g a l i t a r i a n i s m . I t 

c o u l d c r e a t e t h e p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r a s o c i a l l y c r e a t i v e a n d i n d i v i d -

u a l l y g r a t i f y i n g s o c i e t y t h a t w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y h a v e a c o n s t r u c t i v e 

w o r l d r o l e t o p l a y . 
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Mmm 
2. International Prospects 

T e n s i o n i s u n a v o i d a b l e a s m a n s t r i v e s t o a s s i m i l a t e t h e n e w 

i n t o t h e f r a m e w o r k o f t h e o l d . F o r a t i m e t h e e s t a b l i s h e d f r a m e -

w o r k r e s i l i e n t l y i n t e g r a t e s t h e n e w b y a d a p t i n g i t i n a m o r e 

f a m i l i a r s h a p e . B u t a t s o m e p o i n t t h e o l d f r a m e w o r k b e c o m e s 

o v e r l o a d e d . T h e n e w i n p u t c a n n o l o n g e r b e r e d e f i n e d i n t o t r a d i -

t i o n a l f o r m s , a n d e v e n t u a l l y i t a s s e r t s i t s e l f w i t h c o m p e l l i n g 

f o r c e . T o d a y , t h o u g h t h e o l d f r a m e w o r k o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s 

— w i t h t h e i r s p h e r e s o f i n f l u e n c e , m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s b e t w e e n n a -

t i o n - s t a t e s , t h e fiction o f s o v e r e i g n t y , d o c t r i n a l c o n f l i c t s a r i s i n g 

f r o m n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c r i s e s — i s c l e a r l y n o l o n g e r c o m p a t i b l e 

w i t h r e a l i t y . 

I n d e e d , i t i s r e m a r k a b l e h o w r a p i d l y t h e d o m i n a n t m o o d s 

h a v e c h a n g e d d u r i n g t h e l a s t t w o d e c a d e s . T h e 1 9 5 0 s w e r e t h e 

e r a o f c e r t a i n t y . T h e t w o s i d e s — C o m m u n i s t a n d W e s t e r n — f a c e d 

e a c h o t h e r i n a s e t t i n g t h a t p i t t e d c o n v i c t i o n a g a i n s t c o n v i c t i o n . 

S t a l i n i s t M a n i c h a e a n s c o n f r o n t e d D u l l e s ' s m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h a t 

m o o d q u i c k l y g a v e w a y t o a n o t h e r , w i t h K h r u s h c h e v a n d K e n -

n e d y s e r v i n g a s t r a n s i t i o n s t o a n e r a o f c o n f u s i o n . D i s s e n s i o n i n 

t h e c o m m u n i s t w o r l d p r o m p t e d a n i d e o l o g i c a l c r i s i s , w h i l e t h e 

W e s t i n c r e a s i n g l y b e g a n t o q u e s t i o n i t s o w n v a l u e s a n d r i g h t e o u s -

n e s s . C o m m u n i s t c y n i c s c o n f r o n t e d l i b e r a l s k e p t i c s . 

T h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e 1 9 7 0 s w i l l b e d o m i n a t e d b y 

g r o w i n g a w a r e n e s s t h a t t h e t i m e h a s c o m e f o r a c o m m o n e f f o r t 

t o s h a p e a n e w f r a m e w o r k f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s , a f r a m e w o r k 

t h a t c a n s e r v e a s a n e f f e c t i v e c h a n n e l f o r j o i n t e n d e a v o r s . Y e t i t 

m u s t b e r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e n o r e a l g l o b a l c o o p e r a t i o n 

u n t i l t h e r e i s f a r g r e a t e r c o n s e n s u s o n i t s p r i o r i t i e s a n d p u r p o s e s : 
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I s i t t o e n h a n c e m a n ' s m a t e r i a l w e l l - b e i n g a n d h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t ? I s e c o n o m i c g r o w t h t h e a n s w e r , o r i s a m a s s i v e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t t o b e t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e ? 

S h o u l d h e a l t h h a v e p r i o r i t y ? H o w i s p e r s o n a l w e l l - b e i n g r e l a t e d 

t o t h e p e r h a p s l e s s i m p o r t a n t b u t m o r e e a s i l y m e a s u r e d g r o s s 

n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t ? I s t h e r e a n e c e s s a r y c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n s c i e n -

t i f i c a d v a n c e a n d p e r s o n a l h a p p i n e s s ? 

T h e r e i s a l r e a d y w i d e s p r e a d a g r e e m e n t a b o u t t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y 

o f c u t t i n g a r m s b u d g e t s a n d d e v e l o p i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e - k e e p -

i n g f o r c e s . T h e r e i s a l s o a m o r e s e l f - c o n s c i o u s a w a r e n e s s o f m a n ' s 

i n h e r e n t a g g r e s s i v e n e s s a n d o f t h e n e e d t o c o n t r o l i t . 3 T o t a l l y 

d e s t r u c t i v e w e a p o n s m a k e t h e e f f e c t s o f c o n f l i c t i n c a l c u l a b l e a n d 

t h u s r e d u c e t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f a m a j o r w a r . H e r e , a g a i n , a n e m e r g -

i n g g l o b a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s i s f o r c i n g t h e a b a n d o n m e n t o f p r e o c c u -

p a t i o n s w i t h n a t i o n a l s u p r e m a c y a n d a c c e n t u a t i n g g l o b a l i n t e r -

d e p e n d e n c e . I n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h i s g r o w i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

a w a r e n e s s h a s s o m e t i m e s t a k e n t h e f o r m o f g r e a t e r s e n s i t i v i t y 

t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e " m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l c o m p l e x , " 4 a n d i t h a s 

e f f e c t i v e l y o b s t r u c t e d t h e u n l i m i t e d d e v e l o p m e n t o f b i o l o g i c a l -

c h e m i c a l w e a p o n r y a n d i t s u s e i n c o m b a t . I t h a s a l s o s t i m u l a t e d 

p r e s s u r e s f o r a r e - e x a m i n a t i o n o f d e f e n s e r e q u i r e m e n t s , w h i l e i n 

o t h e r a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n J a p a n a n d W e s t e r n 

E u r o p e , i t h a s p r o m p t e d s t r o n g p a c i f i s t m o v e m e n t s . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , a r e a l i s t i c a s s e s s m e n t c o m p e l s t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 

t h e r e w i l l b e n o g l o b a l s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t i n t h e f o r e s e e a b l e 

f u t u r e . T h e m o s t t h a t c a n b e e x p e c t e d a n d e f f e c t i v e l y s o u g h t i s 

a w i d e n i n g o f a r m s - c o n t r o l t r e a t i e s , s o m e u n i l a t e r a l r e s t r a i n t s o n 

d e f e n s e s p e n d i n g , a n d s o m e e x p a n s i o n i n U N p e a c e - k e e p i n g 

m a c h i n e r y . T h e c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e n n a t i o n s a r e s t i l l v e r y r e a l ; 

r e a d i n g s o f w o r l d c h a n g e s t i l l d i f f e r s h a r p l y , a n d n a t i o n a l a s p i r a -

t i o n s r e m a i n d i v e r g e n t . M o r e o v e r , u n l i k e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n J a p a n , 

W e s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , n e i t h e r i n t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n n o r i n C h i n a i s t h e r e a n y p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n o f w e a p o n s 

d e v e l o p m e n t a n d d e f e n s e s p e n d i n g . S e c r e c y a n d c e n s o r s h i p i m -

p o s e r e s t r a i n t s o n v i e w s t h a t d i v e r g e f r o m t h e o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n , 
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a n d t h u s l i m i t t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a g r o w i n g g l o b a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o n 

p o l i c y c h o i c e s o p e n t o t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e s e s t a t e s . 

T h e p i c t u r e i s s o m e w h a t m o r e a m b i g u o u s i n t h e fields o f e c o -

n o m i c a n d e d u c a t i o n a l - s c i e n t i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t . A l l m a j o r c o u n -

t r i e s n o w a c c e p t t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t t h e y o u g h t t o a i d t h e l e s s 

d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . T h i s i s a n e w m o r a l p o s i t i o n , a n d i t i s a n 

i m p o r t a n t c o m p o n e n t o f t h e n e w g l o b a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . T h o u g h 

n a t i o n s s t i l l a s s e r t t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y i n fixing t h e s c a l e o f a i d e x -

t e n d e d ( m o s t m a k e l e s s t h a n o n e p e r c e n t o f t h e i r G N P a v a i l a b l e ) , 

t h e y h a v e i n e f f e c t c r e a t e d a b i n d i n g p r e c e d e n t : t h e e x t e n s i o n 

o f a i d h a s b e c o m e a n i m p e r a t i v e . I t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t i n t h e y e a r s 

t o c o m e , d e s p i t e p e r s i s t i n g c o n f l i c t s a m o n g s t a t e s , e c o n o m i c a i d 

w i l l g r o w i n s c a l e a n d b e u s e d l e s s a n d l e s s a s a v e h i c l e o f p o l i t i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , h o w e v e r , s h o r t o f a v e r y m a j o r c r i s i s , 

i t s e e m s u n l i k e l y t h a t a i d w i l l b e f o r t h c o m i n g i n a m o u n t s s u f f i -

c i e n t t o o f f s e t t h e t h r e a t e n i n g p r o s p e c t s d i s c u s s e d i n P a r t I . 

I n s o m e r e s p e c t s t e c h n o l o g i c a l - s c i e n t i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t s a u g u r 

m o r e p r o m i s e f o r t h e r a p i d g l o b a l s p r e a d o f e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s 

a n d o f n e w t e c h n i q u e s . T e l e v i s i o n s a t e l l i t e s a r e a l r e a d y m a k i n g 

r e g i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s p o s s i b l e ( a s i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a ) , 

a n d t h e r e h a s b e e n p r o g r e s s i n s e t t i n g u p r e g i o n a l t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

i n s t i t u t e s ( t h i s m i g h t e v e n t u a l l y r e d u c e t h e b r a i n d r a i n , w h i c h i s 

c a u s e d i n p a r t b y t h e t e m p t a t i o n s i n h e r e n t i n r e s i d e n t s t u d i e s i n 

t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d c o u n t r i e s ) . T h e D e v e l o p m e n t A s s i s t a n c e C o m -

m i t t e e o f O E C D o f f e r s t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r a s y s t e m a t i c a p p r o a c h t o 

m e e t i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l n e e d s o f t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , 

a n d u n l i k e U N E S C O i t i s n o t s u b j e c t t o p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s f r o m 

t h e m . 5 S u c h a n a p p r o a c h w o u l d b e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e e m e r g e n c e 

o f a m o r e c o o p e r a t i v e c o m m u n i t y o f t h e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s , o n e 

a b l e t o a d o p t a c o m m o n d e v e l o p m e n t s t r a t e g y . T h e s p r e a d o f 

E n g l i s h a s a g l o b a l s c i e n t i f i c l a n g u a g e i s a c c e l e r a t i n g t h e f o r m a -

t i o n o f a g l o b a l s c i e n t i f i c f a m i l y , i n c r e a s i n g l y m o b i l e a n d i n t e r -

c h a n g e a b l e . 

Y e t t h i s p r o g r e s s c o u l d b e v i t i a t e d i n m a n y c o u n t r i e s b y a 

s o c i a l i n c a p a c i t y t o d i g e s t a n d a b s o r b t h e p o s i t i v e p o t e n t i a l i n -
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h e r e n t i n e d u c a t i o n a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c g r o w t h . T h e i r i n a d e q u a t e 

e c o n o m i c r e s o u r c e s — o n l y m a r g i n a l l y a u g m e n t e d b y r e a s o n a b l y 

f o r e s e e a b l e f o r e i g n a i d — m a y e v e n c a u s e s o m e p o s i t i v e c h a n g e s 

t o b a c k f i r e , p r o m p t i n g n o t s o c i a l a d v a n c e b u t c o s t l y c o n f l i c t , n o t 

p o l i c y i n n o v a t i o n b u t p o l i t i c a l p a r a l y s i s . I n d e e d , o u r s t i l l l i m i t e d 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h e f a c t o r s i n d u c i n g s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d o f 

t h e r o l e p l a y e d i n t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t b y r e l i g i o n , c u l t u r e , a n d 

p s y c h o l o g y , h i n d e r s t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f a n e f f e c t i v e s t r a t e g y f o r 

t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f t e c h n i c a l k n o w - h o w a n d f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n 

o f m a t e r i a l a i d . * 

I n t h i s s e t t i n g , w h i c h c o m b i n e s r u d i m e n t s o f o r d e r a n d e l e -

m e n t s o f c h a o s , t w o g e n e r a l p r o s p e c t s , b o t h m o r e i m m e d i a t e l y 

r e l e v a n t t o U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r e i g n p o l i c y , s e e m p r o b a b l e : first, t h e 

T h i r d W o r l d , t h o u g h i t w i l l o b v i o u s l y c o n t i n u e t o e x p e r i e n c e 

t u r b u l e n t c h a n g e s , i s n o t v e r y l i k e l y t o b e s w e p t b y a c o m m o n 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a v e ; s e c o n d , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w i l l i n t h e f o r e -

s e e a b l e f u t u r e r e m a i n t o o s t r o n g e x t e r n a l l y n o t t o b e a g l o b a l 

r i v a l t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b u t t o o w e a k i n t e r n a l l y t o b e i t s g l o b a l 

p a r t n e r . 

The Revolutionary Process 

T h e c o n c e p t o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n i n s p i r e d b y a c o m -

m o n i d e o l o g y h a d s o m e m e a n i n g w h e n t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n 

s e e m e d t o i n d i c a t e t h a t c e r t a i n f o r m s o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d 

o f s o c i a l c r i s i s h a d a g e n e r a l a p p l i c a t i o n . T h a t v i e w c o m b i n e d a 

u n i v e r s a l i n t e l l e c t u a l p e r s p e c t i v e w i t h a g e o g r a p h i c a l l y h i s t o r i c a l 

p a r o c h i a l i s m . I t a s s u m e d , i n p a r t b e c a u s e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 

w o r l d p r o c e s s e s w a s r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d , t h a t a c o m m o n g l o b a l 

f r a m e w o r k c o u l d b e p o s t u l a t e d o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l e x -

p e r i e n c e o f a f e w W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . I t i s n o w i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i -

•This is why there is special merit in the National Planning Association's 
proposal (1969) that a Technical Assistance and Development Research 
Institute be established in Washington to provide technical assistance to 
underdeveloped nations and to make a broad-gauged study of the problems 
connected with development. 
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d e n t t h a t s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , a s w e l l a s t h e w a y i n w h i c h s c i e n c e 

a n d t e c h n o l o g y a r e s o c i a l l y a p p l i e d , v a r y e n o r m o u s l y , a n d t h a t 

t h i s v a r i e t y i n c l u d e s v e r y s u b t l e b u t i m p o r t a n t n u a n c e s o f c u l -

t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s , a n d h i s t o r i c t r a d i t i o n , i n a d d i t i o n t o e c o n o m i c 

a n d t e c h n i c a l f a c t o r s . * 

M o r e o v e r , i n R u s s i a a n d i n C h i n a t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e l l i g e n t -

s i a o f t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h a n d e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s w a s i t s e l f 

i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e p r o c e s s o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n . I t r e p r e s e n t e d 

t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d s e g m e n t s o f s o c i e t y , a n d h e n c e a p o l i t i c a l 

v i c t o r y b y i t i n h e r e n t l y i n v o l v e d a h i s t o r i c a l s t e p f o r w a r d f o r t h e 

s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e . T h i s i s n o l o n g e r t h e c a s e . T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a i n t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f 

i t s v i c a r i o u s m i d d l e - c l a s s i n t e l l e c t u a l e q u i v a l e n t s i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , o f t e n r e p r e s e n t s a s o c i a l a n a c h r o n i s m . A s f a r a s t h e 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s i s c o n c e r n e d , t h i s i n t e l l i g e n t s i a h a s b e e n 

l e f t b e h i n d b y d e v e l o p m e n t s i n s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , i n w h i c h 

i t i s l a r g e l y " i l l i t e r a t e . " 

I t i s p o s s i b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t i n s o m e c o u n t r i e s , p e r h a p s e v e n 

t h e m o r e m o d e r n o n e s , t h e s e a n a c h r o n i s t i c i n t e l l i g e n t s i a s m a y 

e v e n s u c c e e d , b y c l i n g i n g t o e s s e n t i a l l y a r i s t o c r a t i c a n d a n t i -

i n d u s t r i a l v a l u e s , i n e f f e c t i v e l y b l o c k i n g t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n o f 

t h e i r s o c i e t i e s b y i n s i s t i n g t h a t i t b e p o s t p o n e d u n t i l a f t e r a n 

i d e o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n h a s t a k e n p l a c e . I n t h i s s e n s e , t h e t e c h n e -

t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n c o u l d p a r t i a l l y b e c o m e a s e l f - l i m i t i n g p h e n o m e -

n o n : d i s s e m i n a t e d b y m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , i t c r e a t e s i t s o w n 

a n t i t h e s i s t h r o u g h t h e i m p a c t o f m a s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s o n s o m e 

s e c t o r s o f t h e i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . I n s o m e o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 

t h i s m i g h t e v e n t u a l l y p i t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l h u m a n i s t - l e g a l i s t t r a i n e d 

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , w h o a r e m o r e r e c e p t i v e t o d o c t r i n a l a p p e a l s , a g a i n s t 

t h e y o u n g e r , m o r e s o c i a l l y c o n c e r n e d a n d i n n o v a t i v e o f f i c e r s , 

e n g i n e e r s , a n d s t u d e n t s , w h o h a v e c o m b i n e d t o e f f e c t a m o d e r n i -

z a t i o n t h a t i s i n d i g e n o u s a n d s o c i a l l y r a d i c a l , t h o u g h p r o g r a m -

m a t i c a l l y e c l e c t i c . 

0 For earlier discussion of the prospects of revolutionary success, see pp. 
48, 119, 188-191, and 248-249. 
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I n L a t i n A m e r i c a t h e m o r e e x t r e m e r e f o r m s m a y b e m o r e r e m i -

n i s c e n t o f P e r o n i s m a n d f a s c i s m t h a n o f c o m m u n i s m . B y 1 9 7 0 

t h e s t u d e n t p o p u l a t i o n w i l l b e a p p r o x i m a t e l y o n e m i l l i o n , 6 t h u s 

c r e a t i n g a n a m b i t i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l l y v o l a t i l e b a s e f o r r e f o r m . I n 

a d d i t i o n , b o t h t h e o p p o s i t i o n o f L a t i n A m e r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t s t o 

U n i t e d S t a t e s e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e 7 a n d t h e i r i n c l i n a -

t i o n t o u n d e r t a k e r a d i c a l d o m e s t i c r e f o r m s m a y b e e x p e c t e d t o 

i n c r e a s e , b u t t o d o s o w i t h i n a f r a m e w o r k t h a t c o m b i n e s a m o r e 

s o c i a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e C a t h o l i c i s m w i t h n a t i o n a l i s m , i n a s e t t i n g o f 

c o n s i d e r a b l e n a t i o n a l d i v e r s i t y . T h i s w i l l p r o d u c e a h i g h l y d i f f e r -

e n t i a t e d p a t t e r n o f c h a n g e , b u t e v e n i t s r a d i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s 

a r e n o t l i k e l y t o b e m o d e l e d o n c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

s i n c e t h e r e l a t i v e c u l t u r a l s o p h i s t i c a t i o n o f t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n 

e l i t e s r e d u c e s t h e a p p e a l o f t h e s t o d g y E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n o r 

S o v i e t m o d e l s . T h e o f f i c e r c o r p s , c o m p o s e d o f s o c i a l l y r a d i c a l 

a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y i n n o v a t i v e y o u n g e r o f f i c e r s , i s m o r e l i k e l y t o 

b e t h e s o u r c e o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e t h a n t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i s t 

p a r t i e s , a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a n d i s c o n t e n t w i l l b e g a l v a n i z e d n o t b y 

i d e o l o g y b u t b y c o n t i n u i n g a n t i - Y a n k e e i s m — p u r e a n d s i m p l e . 

I n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e g l o b e s i m i l a r s o c i a l c o m b i n a t i o n s p r o b a b l y 

w i l l r e s u l t i n r e g i m e s t h a t w i l l c o m p e n s a t e f o r t h e w e a k n e s s o f 

i n d i g e n o u s r e l i g i o u s a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l t r a d i t i o n s b y b e i n g d o c -

t r i n a l l y o r i e n t e d . I r a q i a n d S u d a n e s e c o u p s o f t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , 

c a r r i e d o u t b y a l l i a n c e s o f o f f i c e r s a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w i l l p r o b a b l y 

b e r e p e a t e d e l s e w h e r e i n A f r i c a a n d t h e M i d d l e E a s t . T h e r e i s , 

h o w e v e r , s o m e r e a s o n f o r s k e p t i c i s m c o n c e r n i n g t h e g e n u i n e n e s s 

a n d d e p t h o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l c o m m i t m e n t o f t h e s e n e w r e g i m e s . 

S o m e o f t h e i r i d e o l o g y i s s h a p e d b y e x t r a n e o u s f a c t o r s ( t h e q u e s -

t i o n o f I s r a e l a n d o f t h e S o v i e t a t t i t u d e ) ; s o m e i s m e r e l y c u r r e n t l y 

f a s h i o n a b l e r h e t o r i c ; m u c h o f i t i s h i g h l y v o l a t i l e a n d s u b j e c t t o 

d r a s t i c c h a n g e s . * D o u b t l e s s , t h e s e r e g i m e s w i l l b e a s s i s t e d a n d 

* Moreover, these regimes have difficulty in moving into what Huntington 
has called the second phase of a revolution: "A complete revolution, how-
ever, also involves a second phase: the creation and institutionalization of 
a new political order. The successful revolution combines rapid political 
mobilization and rapid political institutionalization. Not all revolutions pro-
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e x p l o i t e d b y t h e S o v i e t s a n d t h e C h i n e s e . ( T h e l a t t e r , f o r e x -

a m p l e , h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e p o l i t i c a l i n r o a d s i n t o E a s t A f r i c a . ) 

E v e n s o , i t w i l l s t i l l b e m o r e a m a t t e r o f t a c t i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n t h a n 

o f a c t u a l c o n t r o l a n d a c o m m o n s t r a t e g i c p o l i c y . 

S i m i l a r l y , i n S o u t h a n d S o u t h e a s t A s i a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a t t e r n s 

a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e a n e s s e n t i a l l y i n d i g e n o u s a n d d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 

c h a r a c t e r . I t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e t w o l a r g e p o l i t i c a l u n i t s — 

I n d i a a n d P a k i s t a n — w h i c h c o m b i n e a v a r i e t y o f d i s p a r a t e e c o -

n o m i c a n d e t h n i c e n t i t i e s , m a y s p l i t u p . T h i s w i l l b e e s p e c i a l l y 

l i k e l y a s t h e p r e s e n t e l i t e s , w h o s e i n t e r n a l u n i t y w a s f o r g e d b y 

t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e B r i t i s h , f a d e f r o m t h e s c e n e . T h e w a n i n g 

o f t h e C o n g r e s s P a r t y i n I n d i a h a s b e e n a c c o m p a n i e d b y i n t e n s i -

f y i n g e t h n i c s t r e s s e s a n d b y t h e p o l a r i z a t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s . 

S h o u l d t h e I n d i a n U n i o n b r e a k d o w n , s o u t h e r n T a m i l s e p a r a t i s m , 

p r o b a b l y l e f t - w i n g r a d i c a l i n o r i e n t a t i o n , w o u l d b e c o n t e s t e d b y 

n o r t h e r n H i n d u r i g h t r a d i c a l i s m , p e r h a p s m o r e r e l i g i o u s l y o r i -

e n t e d ; e a c h w o u l d t e n d t o i n t e n s i f y t h e d o c t r i n a l a n d i n d i g e n o u s 

d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s o f t h e o t h e r . A s h a p p e n e d e a r l i e r i n C h i n a , a n y 

t e n d e n c y t o w a r d c o m m u n i s m t h a t m i g h t r e s u l t f r o m s u c h a c o n -

f r o n t a t i o n w o u l d s o o n b e c u l t u r a l l y a b s o r b e d a n d p e r h a p s o v e r -

w h e l m e d b y t h e w e i g h t o f e c o n o m i c b a c k w a r d n e s s . 

I n C h i n a t h e S i n o - S o v i e t c o n f l i c t h a s a l r e a d y a c c e l e r a t e d t h e 

i n e s c a p a b l e S i n i f l c a t i o n o f C h i n e s e c o m m u n i s m . T h a t c o n f l i c t 

s h a t t e r e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n ' s u n i v e r s a l p e r s p e c t i v e a n d — p e r h a p s 

e v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t — d e t a c h e d C h i n e s e m o d e r n i z a t i o n f r o m i t s 

c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e S o v i e t m o d e l . H e n c e , w h a t e v e r h a p p e n s i n 

t h e s h o r t r u n , i n y e a r s t o c o m e C h i n e s e d e v e l o p m e n t w i l l p r o b -

a b l y i n c r e a s i n g l y s h a r e t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f o t h e r n a t i o n s i n t h e 

p r o c e s s o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n . T h i s m a y b o t h d i l u t e t h e r e g i m e ' s 

i d e o l o g i c a l t e n a c i t y a n d l e a d t o m o r e e c l e c t i c e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n 

i n s h a p i n g t h e C h i n e s e r o a d t o m o d e r n i t y . 

duce a new political order. The measure of how revolutionary a revolution is 
is the rapidity and the scope of the expansion of political participation. The 
measure of how successful a revolution is is the authority and stability of 
the institutions to which it gives birth" (Huntington, p. 266) . 
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M a n y o f t h e u p h e a v a l s i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d w i l l u n a v o i d a b l y 

h a v e a s t r o n g a n t i - A m e r i c a n b i a s . T h i s i s l i k e l y t o b e p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t r u e w h e r e A m e r i c a n p r e s e n c e a n d p o w e r h a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n 

m o s t v i s i b l e . I n a r e a s n e a r t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d C h i n a , h o w e v e r , 

a n t i - S o v i e t a n d a n t i - C h i n e s e a t t i t u d e s a r e l i k e l y t o p r e d o m i n a t e 

i n t h e l o n g r u n , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e i n t e r n a l r e -

f o r m s a n d o f t h e e x t e r n a l c o m p l e x i o n o f t h e r u l i n g r e g i m e s . T h i s 

a g a i n h i g h l i g h t s t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s a s s u c h 

w i l l n o t n e c e s s a r i l y d e t e r m i n e t h e f o r e i g n - p o l i c y s t a n c e o f t h e 

n e w e l i t e s , w h i c h i s m o r e l i k e l y t o b e s h a p e d b y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

t r a d i t i o n a l a n t i p a t h i e s , c u r r e n t f e a r s , a n d d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c a l n e e d s . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e b a s i c o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e n e w e l i t e s w i l l m o r e a n d 

m o r e r e s p o n d t o t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l i m p a c t o f d o m e s t i c c h a n g e s i n 

t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d w o r l d , c h a n g e s d i r e c t l y a n d p e r s o n a l l y v i s i b l e 

t o t h e s e e l i t e s t h r o u g h t r a v e l , s t u d y , a n d g l o b a l m a s s m e d i a . T h i s 

i n t i m a c y w i t h l i f e a b r o a d w i l l f u r t h e r r e d u c e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

i n t e g r a t i v e i d e o l o g i e s , w h i c h h a d p r e v i o u s l y p r o v i d e d a s u b s t i t u t e 

f o r a c l e a r v i s i o n o f t h e f u t u r e a n d t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . I d e o l o g i c a l 

u n i f o r m i t y w a s t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r r e m a k i n g a w o r l d t h a t w a s 

b o t h d i s t a n t a n d l a r g e l y u n k n o w n , b u t p r o x i m i t y a n d g l o b a l c o n -

g e s t i o n n o w d i c t a t e r e v o l u t i o n a r y d i v e r s i t y . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e r e a l v a l u e s — a s d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e r h e t o r i c 

— o f t h e a s p i r i n g e l i t e s o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s w i l l b e s h a p e d 

b y t a n g i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t s r a t h e r t h a n b y a b s t r a c t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s . 

T h e s u c c e s s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n s h a p i n g a w o r k a b l e , m u l t i -

r a c i a l d e m o c r a c y w h i l e p i o n e e r i n g i n s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , t h e 

a b i l i t y o f E u r o p e a n d J a p a n t o o v e r c o m e t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d 

s o c i a l s t r e s s e s o f m a t u r e m o d e r n i t y , a n d — l a s t , b u t n o t l e a s t — t h e 

d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n b r e a k s a w a y f r o m t h e d o c t r i n a l 

o r t h o d o x y t h a t i n h i b i t s i t s s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t w i l l b e c r i t i c a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t i n s h a p i n g t h e o u t l o o k o f T h i r d W o r l d l e a d e r s . 
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USA/USSR: Less Intensive, More Extensive Rivalry 

T h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h A m e r i c a n s v i e w r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a n g e s 

a b r o a d a s a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n i m i c a l t o t h e i r i n t e r e s t s r e i n f o r c e s t h e 

e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e s e s e e m b e n e f i c i a l t o t h e S o v i e t s a n d c a n b e 

fitted i n t o a g l o b a l c o m m u n i s t f r a m e w o r k ; c o n v e r s e l y , t h e e x t e n t 

t o w h i c h A m e r i c a v i e w s t h e s e c h a n g e s i n a n e u t r a l l i g h t d i m i n -

i s h e s t h e i n t r i n s i c a t t r a c t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t m o d e l f o r T h i r d W o r l d 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a n d e n c o u r a g e s i n d i g e n o u s f a c t o r s t o s u r f a c e m o r e 

r a p i d l y . T h e S o v i e t a t t r a c t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n w e a k e n e d b y t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f s t a t e s m o r e m i l i t a n t t h a n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d o f 

g r o u p s m o r e a c t i v i s t t h a n t h e p r o - S o v i e t c o m m u n i s t p a r t i e s . T h e 

S o v i e t a p p e a l h a s a l s o d e c l i n e d b e c a u s e i n t e r n a l S o v i e t b u r e a u c -

r a t i z a t i o n a n d d o g m a t i c r e s t r a i n t s o n i n t e l l e c t u a l c r e a t i v i t y a n d 

s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n h a v e m a d e t h e S o v i e t U n i o n t h e m o s t c o n s e r v a -

t i v e p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l o r d e r o f t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d w o r l d . * 

A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t r i v a l r y i s h e n c e l i k e l y t o b e c o m e l e s s i d e o l o g -

i c a l i n c h a r a c t e r , t h o u g h i t m a y b e c o m e m o r e e x t e n s i v e g e o g r a p h i -

c a l l y a n d m o r e d a n g e r o u s i n t e r m s o f t h e p o w e r i n v o l v e d . 

I n c r e a s e d d i r e c t c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o n a t i o n s , r e s t r a i n t s i m -

p o s e d b y m u t u a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e d e s t r u e t i v e n e s s o f p r e s e n t 

w e a p o n s s y s t e m s , a n d l e s s e n e d i d e o l o g i c a l e x p e c t a t i o n s f o r t h e 

T h i r d W o r l d c o u l d m a k e A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s m o r e s t a b l e . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , m o r e a n d m o r e a r e a s o n t h e g l o b e c o u l d b e c o m e t h e 

o b j e c t s o f m o v e s a n d c o u n t e r m o v e s i f t h e g r o w t h i n l o n g - r a n g e 

S o v i e t m i l i t a r y f o r c e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n v e n t i o n a l a i r - a n d s e a - l i f t 

c a p a b i l i t i e s , e x t e n d s A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t r i v a l r y t o a r e a s p r e v i o u s l y 

c o n s i d e r e d b e y o n d t h e S o v i e t r e a c h . I n s t a b i l i t y i n t h e T h i r d W o r l d 

c o u l d t e m p t e i t h e r s t a t e t o e m p l o y i t s p o w e r t o o f f s e t o r p r e - e m p t 

t h e o t h e r , t h e r e b y c r e a t i n g s i t u a t i o n s a n a l o g o u s t o t h e F a s h o d a 

0 Some Soviet scientists (particularly Kapitsa and Sakharov) have already 
warned of the resulting long-run cost to Soviet scientific and intellectual 
growth. 
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i n c i d e n t , w h i c h a t t h e e n d o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a l m o s t c a u s e d 

a w a r b e t w e e n F r a n c e a n d B r i t a i n a t a t i m e w h e n t h e s e p o w e r s 

w e r e m o v i n g ( a n d c o n t i n u e d t o m o v e ) t o w a r d a E u r o p e a n a c -

c o m m o d a t i o n . 8 

O n t h e w h o l e , c l o s e c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d 

t h e S o v i e t U n i o n s e e m s a v e r y u n l i k e l y p r o s p e c t i n t h e c o m i n g 

d e c a d e . T h i s i s o n l y p a r t i a l l y d u e t o t h e d i f f e r e n t i d e o l o g i c a l a n d 

p o l i t i c a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . A c o m m u n i s t A m e r i c a 

w o u l d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y r e m a i n a r i v a l o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , j u s t 

a s C o m m u n i s t C h i n a s o o n b e c a m e o n e . G i v e n i t s s i z e a n d p o w e r , 

a d e m o c r a t i c a n d c r e a t i v e S o v i e t U n i o n m i g h t b e a n e v e n m o r e 

p o w e r f u l c o m p e t i t o r f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h a n i s t h e p r e s e n t b u -

r e a u c r a t i c a l l y s t a g n a n t a n d d o c t r i n a l l y o r t h o d o x S o v i e t s y s t e m . 

M o r e o v e r , d e m o c r a t i c n a t i o n s a r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y p a c i f i s t n a t i o n s , 

a s A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y a m p l y d e m o n s t r a t e s . R i v a l r y b e t w e e n n a t i o n s 

i s i n h e r e n t i n a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l s y s t e m t h a t f u n c t i o n s w i t h o u t 

g l o b a l c o n s e n s u s — t h e r e s u l t o f c e n t u r i e s o f t h e c o n d i t i o n i n g o f 

m a n s o u t l o o k b y c o m p e t i t i v e n a t i o n s t h a t i n s i s t e d o n t h e i r i n -

d i v i d u a l s u p e r i o r i t y , a n d p a r t i c u l a r v a l u e s . S u c h r i v a l r y i s n o t 

l i k e l y t o b e t e r m i n a t e d b y a n y t h i n g s h o r t o f a f u n d a m e n t a l r e c o n -

s t r u c t i o n i n t h e n a t u r e o f r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n n a t i o n s — a n d h e n c e 

i n t h e c h a r a c t e r o f n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y i t s e l f . 

A t p r e s e n t , t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a n e w c o o p e r a t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p a t t e r n i s g e t t i n g l i t t l e h e l p f r o m t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , i n s p i t e o f t h e 

f a c t t h a t i t c o n s i d e r s i t s e l f i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f h i s t o r i c a l p r o g r e s s 

a n d w a s u n t i l r e c e n t l y t h e s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r o f a n i d e o l o g y t h a t h a d 

c u t a c r o s s t r a d i t i o n a l n a t i o n a l l i n e s . T h e i r o n y o f h i s t o r y i s s u c h 

t h a t t o d a y t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a s a f o r e i g n p o l i c y t h a t i s i n t e n s e l y 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c a n d a d o m e s t i c p o l i c y t h a t c a l l s f o r t h e d o m i n a t i o n 

o f n o n - R u s s i a n m i n o r i t i e s ; i t a c t i v e l y c a m p a i g n s a g a i n s t r e g i o n a l 

p a t t e r n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n , g r a n t s a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

s m a l l a m o u n t o f h e l p t o t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s ( r o u g h l y t e n 

p e r c e n t o f U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r e i g n a i d ) , a n d r e j e c t s a j o i n t e x p l o r a -

t i o n o f s p a c e ( c l o a k i n g i t s o w n e f f o r t s i n u t m o s t s e c r e c y ) . 

I n d e e d , o n e o f t h e u n a n t i c i p a t e d e f f e c t s o f t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s -
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p u t e m a y b e a h a r d e n i n g o f t h e S o v i e t o u t l o o k a n d a m o r e p a r a -

n o i d v i e w o f t h e w o r l d . T h o u g h S o v i e t l e a d e r s w a n t t o a v o i d a 

t w o - f r o n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n a n d a r e h e n c e p u s h e d t o w a r d a c c o m m o -

d a t i o n w i t h e i t h e r t h e W e s t o r t h e E a s t , t h e v e r y s c a l e o f t h e 

C h i n e s e c h a l l e n g e i n t e n s i f i e s t h e i r f e a r s , p u t s a p r e m i u m o n m i l i -

t a r y p r e p a r e d n e s s , a n d s t i m u l a t e s a n i n t e n s e p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h 

t h e s a c r e d n e s s o f f r o n t i e r s . * 

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t b u t l e s s g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d a s a f a c t o r i n 

i n h i b i t i n g t h e S o v i e t U n i o n f r o m s e e k i n g m o r e b i n d i n g f o r m s o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n i s t h e d o m e s t i c w e a k n e s s a n d i n s e c u r i t y 

o f S o v i e t l e a d e r s . E v e n fifty y e a r s a f t e r i t s i n c e p t i o n , t h e p o l i t i c a l 

s y s t e m t h e y h e a d s t i l l l a c k s e l e m e n t a r y l e g i t i m a c y : i t s r u l i n g e l i t e 

r e l i e s h e a v i l y o n c o e r c i o n a n d c e n s o r s h i p t o r e t a i n i t s p o w e r , 

w h i c h i s a c q u i r e d n o t b y r e g u l a r , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e s b u t 

t h r o u g h p r o t r a c t e d , b u r e a u c r a t i c i n f i g h t i n g . ( T h e s t r u g g l e s f o r 

s u c c e s s i o n a r e a c a s e i n p o i n t . ) B e c a u s e o f t h e d o c t r i n a l i n c a p a c i t y 

o f t h e S o v i e t p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m t o r e s p o n d t o t h e i n t e r n a l n e e d s o f 

s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n , b r o a d a c c o m m o d a t i o n w i t h t h e W e s t , c a r r y i n g 

w i t h i t t h e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t t h a t t h e L e n i n i s t d i c h o t o m i c v i s i o n 

o f t h e w o r l d — w h i c h i n t u r n j u s t i f i e s t h e L e n i n i s t c o n c e p t o f t h e 

r u l i n g p a r t y — i s n o l o n g e r r e l e v a n t , w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y c a u s e f a r -

r e a c h i n g i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d i n 

S o v i e t - d o m i n a t e d E a s t e r n E u r o p e . 

I n l a r g e m e a s u r e , t h i s c o n s e r v a t i v e L e n i n i s t a t t i t u d e r e f l e c t s 

R u s s i a ' s d e l a y e d m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . I n 

t e r m s o f t h e g l o b a l c i t y , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n r e p r e s e n t s a n a r c h a i c 

r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t y t h a t e x p e r i e n c e s m o d e r n i t y e x i s t e n t i a l l y b u t 

n o t q u i t e y e t n o r m a t i v e l y . 9 

* To appreciate Soviet fears, one would have to imagine a situation in which 
the United States was confronted by eight hundred million Mexicans who 
had nuclear arms and rockets and who were loudly insisting that the United 
States had seized vast expanses of Mexican territory, that the American sys-
tem was inherently evil, and that the American government was their enemy. 
Such a situation would doubtless stimulate intense fears in the American 
public. Soviet apprehensiveness is further increased by the fact that Siberia 
—relatively undeveloped and uninhabited—serves as a magnet to the Chi-
nese masses, and that Russo-Chinese territorial arrangements are of a his-
torically dubious character. 
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Policy Implications 

T h e f o r e g o i n g g e n e r a l p r o p o s i t i o n s p o i n t t o s e v e r a l i m m e d i a t e 

i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r A m e r i c a n f o r e i g n p o l i c y , i n t e r m s b o t h o f g u i d i n g 

a s s u m p t i o n s a n d o f t h e d e s i r a b l e f o r e i g n p o s t u r e . B e f o r e e l a b o r a t -

i n g , l e t u s first p o s i t t h e s e i m p l i c a t i o n s i n t h e i r m o s t s u c c i n c t f o r m : 

a p o s t u r e b a s e d o n i d e o l o g i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h a s b e c o m e d a t e d ; 

a n A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t a x i s i s n o t l i k e l y t o b e t h e b a s i s f o r a n e w i n -

t e r n a t i o n a l s y s t e m ; t r a d i t i o n a l s p h e r e s o f i n f l u e n c e a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y 

u n v i a b l e ; e c o n o m i c d e t e r m i n i s m i n r e g a r d t o t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d 

c o u n t r i e s o r t o t h e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s d o e s n o t p r o v i d e a s o u n d 

b a s i s f o r p o l i c y ; r e g i o n a l a l l i a n c e s a g a i n s t i n d i v i d u a l n a t i o n s a r e 

b e c o m i n g o b s o l e s c e n t ; a n e x t e n s i v e A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e 

a b r o a d i s b e c o m i n g c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e t o A m e r i c a n i n t e r e s t s a n d 

t o t h e g r o w t h o f a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y ; A m e r i c a n d i p l o m a t i c 

m a c h i n e r y — d e v e l o p e d i n t h e p r e - g l o b a l a n d p r e - t e c h n e t r o n i c a g e 

— h a s b e c o m e o u t m o d e d a n d r e q u i r e s e x t e n s i v e m o d e r n i z a t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h A m e r i c a n f o r e i g n p o l i c y h a s n o t b e e n a s u n d i f f e r e n -

t i a t e d ^ a n t i - c o m m u n i s t a s i t s c r i t i c s h a v e f o u n d i t c o n v e n i e n t t o 

a s s e r t , * t h e r e h a s b e e n a s t r o n g r h e t o r i c a l t e n d e n c y i n A m e r i c a n 

o f f i c i a l c i r c l e s t o r e d u c e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s t o a n i d e o l o g i c a l 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n a n d t o i d e n t i f y r a d i c a l c h a n g e a s c o n t r a r y t o A m e r i -

c a n i n t e r e s t s . H e n c e f o r t h , l o c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s 

o f t h e w o r l d a r e l e s s l i k e l y t o b e s e e n a s p a r t o f a u n i v e r s a l t h r e a t ; 

i n a d d i t i o n , t h e g r a d u a l p l u r a l i z a t i o n o f t h e c o m m u n i s t w o r l d 

w i l l c o n t i n u e t o a c c e l e r a t e d i f f e r e n c e s a m o n g t h e c o m m u n i s t s y s -

t e m s . T h i s w i l l r e d u c e r e l i a n c e o n a c t i v e A m e r i c a n i n t e r v e n t i o n , 

m a k i n g i t i m p e r a t i v e p r i m a r i l y i n d e f e n s e o f c o n c r e t e A m e r i c a n 

i n t e r e s t s o r i n r e s p o n s e t o a n o v e r t h o s t i l e a c t b y a p o w e r w i t h 

t h e p o t e n t i a l t o t h r e a t e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , f 

* The charge that the United States has conducted its foreign policy on the 
assumption of a monolithic world communist conspiracy is dear to some 
scholarly critics. In point of fact, the United States pioneered in aid to Yugo-
slavia in the late 1940s; it was the first to initiate American-Soviet cultural 
exchanges, visits between heads of state, and so on. 
t i n more specific terms, it would be desirable and proper for the United 
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A l e s s i d e o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e w i l l r e d u c e t h e A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o i t s p r o p e r p r o p o r t i o n s . T h e p r i n c i p a l t h r e a t t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n p o s e s t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s m i l i t a r y : a s t r o n g e r 

S o v i e t U n i o n t h e r e f o r e i n e s c a p a b l y t e n d s t o t h r e a t e n A m e r i c a ; a 

w e a k e r S o v i e t U n i o n f e e l s t h r e a t e n e d b y A m e r i c a . S i n c e a w a r 

b e t w e e n t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s w o u l d b e m u t u a l l y d e s t r u c t i v e , 

a r m s - c o n t r o l a r r a n g e m e n t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s a r e d i c -

t a t e d b y c o m m o n s e n s e . T h e c o n t i n u i n g S A L T ( S t r a t e g i c A r m s 

L i m i t a t i o n T a l k s ) b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

c a n b e s e e n a s m o r e t h a n a n e g o t i a t i o n b e t w e e n t w o r i v a l s ; i n a d -

v e r t e n t l y , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e y w i l l b e l e n g t h y , t h e t a l k s s i g n i f y 

a de facto b e g i n n i n g o f a j o i n t c o m m i s s i o n o n a r m s a n d s t r a t e g y . 

A l t h o u g h l i m i t e d i n a c t u a l p o w e r , t h e " c o m m i s s i o n " g r a d u a l l y 

a n d p e r h a p s i n c r e a s i n g l y w i l l a f f e c t t h e w a y e a c h s i d e a c t s , s t i m u -

l a t i n g g r e a t e r m u t u a l s e n s i t i v i t y t o f e l t n e e d s a n d f e a r s . * 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e , u n t i l a b i n d i n g a g r e e m e n t i s r e a c h e d , A m e r i -

c a n t e c h n o l o g i c a l s o p h i s t i c a t i o n i s s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s -

States to aid Thailand with arms and equipment should that country be 
threatened by North Vietnam. The same response would apply to a North 
Korean threat against South Korea, or a threat by the Arab states against 
Israel. But in none of these cases should American forces be committed unless 
a major power, i.e., the USSR or China, becomes directly involved. Total 
American abstention would encourage aggression, but American aid should 
suffice to make the war either useless or very costly to the aggressor. To re-
peat—direct involvement should be reserved for situations in which a power 
with the capacity to threaten the United States is involved. 
* Science and technology have already revolutionized the exercise of sover-
eignty by the two countries vis-a-vis each other. The utilization of the U-2S, 
and subsequently of reconnaissance satellites, vitiated the claim to unlimited 
sovereignty over national air space, somewhat undoing Soviet military se-
crecy. The acquiescence of the Soviet Union to the U-22 flights was necessi-
tated by its inability to shoot these planes down; in spite of the May i960 
incident, the precedent of unilateral inspection was thereby asserted and 
has since become a practice followed by both states. 

The inherent complexity of reaching an arms-control agreement is sug-
gested by the following conclusion by a specialist in the field: "There is 
basis for hope [of a possible agreement] if both sides can accept the fact 
that for some time the most they can expect to achieve is a strategic balance 
at quite high, but less rapidly escalating, force levels; and if both recognize 
that breaking the action-reaction cycle should be given first priority in any 
negotiations" (George W. Rathjens, The Future of the Strategic Arms Race, 
New York, 1969, p. 40) . 
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s a r y d e g r e e o f a m b i g u i t y t o t h e q u a l i t a t i v e a n d q u a n t i t a t i v e 

p o w e r r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o s t a t e s . I n t h e c u r r e n t p h a s e 

o f d e s t r u c t i v e p a r i t y , t h i s s t r a t e g i c a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l p o s t u r e i s 

n e e d e d i n o r d e r t o r e p l a c e e a r l i e r r e l i a n c e o n m a n i f e s t a n d c r e d i -

b l e d e t e r r e n c e b o r n o f A m e r i c a n s u p e r i o r i t y i n d e s t r u c t i v e p o w e r . 

P a r i t y d e t e r r e n c e r e q u i r e s s o m e a m b i g u i t y , j u s t a s s u p e r i o r i t y 

d e t e r r e n c e d e m a n d e d p r e c i s e c r e d i b i l i t y . 

B u t o u t s i d e t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a w i d e -

r a n g i n g s e t t l e m e n t a r e r e l a t i v e l y r e s t r i c t e d . 1 0 A n A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t 

a x i s w o u l d b e r e s e n t e d b y t o o m a n y s t a t e s a n d t h e r e f o r e t e m p t 

b o t h W a s h i n g t o n a n d M o s c o w t o e x p l o i t t h e s e r e s e n t m e n t s . I n 

e f f e c t , t h e m o r e s u c c e s s f u l t h e e f f o r t s t o c r e a t e s u c h a n a x i s , t h e 

s t r o n g e r t h e i m p e d i m e n t t o i t . I n a d d i t i o n , a s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n 

a r g u e d , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n d o e s n o t r e p r e s e n t a v i t a l s o c i a l a l t e r n a -

t i v e t h a t o f f e r s t h e w o r l d a n a t t r a c t i v e a n d r e l e v a n t m o d e l f o r 

h a n d l i n g e i t h e r i t s o l d d i l e m m a s o r — p a r t i c u l a r l y — t h e n e w o n e s 

p o s e d b y s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y . A s a r e s u l t , t h e m o s t t h a t 

A m e r i c a c a n r e a s o n a b l y s e e k i s a g r a d u a l i n c r e a s e i n S o v i e t i n -

v o l v e m e n t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n t h r o u g h s u c h p r o j e c t s a s 

j o i n t s p a c e e x p l o r a t i o n , u n d e r s e a s t u d i e s , a n d s o f o r t h . C u m u l a -

t i v e l y , t h e s e m a y h e l p s h a p e a p a t t e r n o f c o l l a b o r a t i v e i n v o l v e -

m e n t t h a t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y e m b r a c e o t h e r s p h e r e s . 

M e a n w h i l e , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t A m e r i c a n a n d R u s s i a n i n f l u e n c e w i l l 

d e c r e a s e i n a r e a s t h a t b o t h n a t i o n s h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y c o n s i d e r e d 

t h e i r o w n s p e c i a l d o m a i n s . I n a m o d e r n c i t y " s t a k e d o u t " a r e a s 

a r e p o s s i b l e o n l y i n r e l a t i o n s a m o n g c r i m i n a l g a n g s ; i n t h e g l o b a l 

c i t y s e a l e d s p h e r e s o f i n f l u e n c e a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t — o r a t 

l e a s t c o s t l y — t o m a i n t a i n . E a s t e r n E u r o p e i s b o u n d t o r e m a i n 

a t t r a c t e d t o t h e W e s t , a n d o n l y d i r e c t S o v i e t c o e r c i o n c a n i m p e d e 

w h a t w o u l d o t h e r w i s e h a p p e n q u i t e r a p i d l y : t h e l i n k a g e o f 

E a s t e r n E u r o p e t o a l a r g e r E u r o p e a n e n t i t y . E v e n S o v i e t f o r c e 

w i l l n o t b e a b l e t o h a l t t h i s p r o c e s s e n t i r e l y ; t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c u l -

t u r a l a t t r a c t i o n o f t h e W e s t i s t o o s t r o n g , a n d i t i s c u r r e n t l y r e i n -

f o r c e d b y g r o w i n g E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t , b e c a u s e 

o f t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l g a p b e t w e e n t h e E a s t a n d t h e W e s t , R u s -
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s i a c a n n o t e f f e c t i v e l y h e l p E a s t e r n E u r o p e t o e n t e r t h e p o s t -

i n d u s t r i a l a g e . T h i s a t t r a c t i o n i s h e a l t h y , f o r t h e g r a d u a l e x p a n -

s i o n o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n l i n k s w i t h W e s t e r n E u r o p e i s b o u n d t o 

a f f e c t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a s w e l l a n d l e s s e n i t s d o c t r i n a l o r i e n t a t i o n . 

T h e n o t i o n o f a s p e c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a i s a l s o b o u n d t o d e c a y . L a t i n A m e r i c a n n a -

t i o n a l i s m , m o r e a n d m o r e r a d i c a l a s i t w i d e n s i t s p o p u l a r b a s e , 

w i l l b e d i r e c t e d w i t h i n c r e a s i n g a n i m o s i t y a g a i n s t t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , u n l e s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r a p i d l y s h i f t s i t s o w n p o s t u r e . A c -

c o r d i n g l y , i t w o u l d b e w i s e f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o m a k e a n e x -

p l i c i t m o v e t o a b a n d o n t h e M o n r o e D o c t r i n e a n d t o c o n c e d e t h a t 

i n t h e n e w g l o b a l a g e g e o g r a p h i c o r h e m i s p h e r i c c o n t i g u i t y n o 

l o n g e r n e e d b e p o l i t i c a l l y d e c i s i v e . N o t h i n g c o u l d b e h e a l t h i e r f o r 

P a n - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s t h a n f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o p l a c e t h e m 

o n t h e s a m e l e v e l a s i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d , c o n -

fining i t s e l f t o e m p h a s i s o n c u l t u r a l - p o l i t i c a l a f f i n i t i e s ( a s i t d o e s 

w i t h W e s t e r n E u r o p e ) a n d e c o n o m i c - s o c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s ( a s i t d o e s 

w i t h t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s ) . 

I t w o u l d a l s o b e a d v i s a b l e t o v i e w t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f b o t h t h e c o m m u n i s t a n d t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 

w i t h a g r e a t d e a l o f p a t i e n c e . J u s t a s t h e i n f u s i o n o f A m e r i c a n 

p o w e r m a y n o t a l w a y s b e t h e s o l u t i o n , s o r e l i a n c e o n e c o n o m i c 

g r o w t h i s n o g u a r a n t e e o f e i t h e r d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l -

i t y , o r p r o - A m e r i c a n i s m . A s h a s b e e n p o i n t e d o u t , p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e 

i n t h e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s i s n o t a s i m p l e b y - p r o d u c t o f e c o n o m i c 

d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d t h e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y o f t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n -

t r i e s t o r a d i c a l a p p e a l s r i s e s a s t h e y b e g i n t o d e v e l o p . F o r e i g n a i d 

a n d c l o s e r e c o n o m i c c o n t a c t s a r e n o t a p a l l i a t i v e f o r d e e p - r o o t e d 

c r i s e s o r a r e m e d y f o r t h e i l l s o f d e e p l y e n t r e n c h e d i d e o l o g i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

T h i s a r g u e s f o r a n a p p r o a c h t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s 

a n d f o r e i g n a i d t h a t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y d e p o l i t i c i z e d i n f o r m , e v e n i f 

t h e u l t i m a t e u n d e r l y i n g p u r p o s e r e m a i n s p o l i t i c a l . I f t h a t p u r p o s e 

i s t o p r o m o t e t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a m o r e c o o p e r a t i v e c o m m u n i t y o f 

n a t i o n s , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r n a l s y s t e m s , t h e n i t 
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w o u l d b e a s t e p i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n t o g i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o d i e s 

a l a r g e r r o l e i n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t o s t a r t e l i m i n a t i n g 

r e s t r i c t i o n s o n t r a d e . S u c h a c t i o n i s a l l t h e m o r e l i k e l y t o b e e v e n -

t u a l l y s u c c e s s f u l b e c a u s e i t i s l e s s o v e r t l y p o l i t i c a l a n d i s n o t 

g e a r e d t o e x p e c t a t i o n s o f r a p i d a n d b a s i c p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e 

a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h d i r e c t e c o n o m i c l e v e r a g e . * 

A m o r e d e t a c h e d a t t i t u d e t o w a r d w o r l d r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o c e s s e s 

a n d a l e s s a n x i o u s p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w o u l d 

a l s o h e l p t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o d e v e l o p a d i f f e r e n t p o s t u r e t o w a r d 

C h i n a . C h i n a a n d S o u t h A s i a a r e h e a v i l y p o p u l a t e d a r e a s t h a t 

h a v e i n h e r i t e d f r o m t h e p a s t c o m p l e x c h a l l e n g e s t o s o c i a l o r g a n -

i z a t i o n , a n d a r e s t i l l s t r u g g l i n g w i t h t h e s e o l d p r o b l e m s a t a t i m e 

w h e n t h e a d v a n c e d w o r l d i s b e g i n n i n g t o c o n f r o n t p r o b l e m s o f 

n e w d i m e n s i o n s . U n t i l l i n k s a r e e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h C h i n a — a n d 

t h e s e c a n i n i t i a l l y b e s o u g h t a n d d i r e c t e d t h r o u g h J a p a n a n d 

W e s t e r n E u r o p e — C h i n a w i l l r e m a i n a n e x c l u d e d a n d a s e l f -

e x c l u d e d p o r t i o n o f m a n k i n d , a l l t h e m o r e t h r e a t e n i n g b e c a u s e i t s 

b a c k w a r d n e s s w i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y b e c o m b i n e d w i t h m a s s i v e n u c l e a r 

p o w e r . A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i n s t e a d o f b e c o m i n g a n 

i n d i r e c t S o v i e t a l l y a g a i n s t C h i n a — w h i c h i s w h a t M o s c o w o b -

v i o u s l y w a n t s — s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e e f f o r t s b y o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t o 

s e e k t i e s w i t h C h i n a . I n a d d i t i o n , i t s h o u l d l a u n c h i t s o w n i n i t i a -

t i v e s , 1 1 a n d a v o i d b e c o m i n g e n t a n g l e d i n o v e r t a n t i - C h i n e s e s e c u -

r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

I n d e e d , i n o u r a g e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e m e n t s o u g h t 

t o r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t e r s : s u c h a r r a n g e -

m e n t s a r e d i r e c t e d n o t a g a i n s t s p e c i f i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s o r i n d i v i d u a l s 

b u t a g a i n s t t h o s e w h o d e p a r t f r o m e s t a b l i s h e d n o r m s . T h u s , a n 

a s s o c i a t i o n b a s e d o n a c o n c e p t o f c o o p e r a t i v e n a t i o n s l i n k e d f o r 

a v a r i e t y o f p u r p o s e s , i n c l u d i n g s e c u r i t y , o u g h t g r a d u a l l y t o r e -

p l a c e e x i s t i n g a l l i a n c e s , w h i c h a r e u s u a l l y f o r m u l a t e d i n t e r m s o f 

0 This need not exclude the concentration of effort on specific states when 
prospects for economic development coincide with more strictly political 
American interests. In other words, international economic aid for humani-
tarian purposes can go hand in hand with more selective and more intensive 
efforts in regard to specific countries. 
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a p o t e n t i a l a g g r e s s o r , e x p l i c i t l y i d e n t i f i e d e i t h e r i n t h e t r e a t y o r 

i n t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g r h e t o r i c . T h o u g h i n i t i a l l y t h i s w o u l d b e o n l y 

a f o r m a l i s t i c c h a n g e — f o r t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f s t a t e s w o u l d n e c e s -

s a r i l y i n v o l v e o n l y t h o s e t h a t s h a r e c e r t a i n i n t e r e s t s a n d f e a r s — a 

d e l i b e r a t e l y o p e n - e n d e d s t r u c t u r e , w i t h t h e s e c u r i t y e l e m e n t s o n l y 

a p a r t i a l a n d s e c o n d a r y a s p e c t , w o u l d a v o i d p e r p e t u a t i n g i n s t i t u -

t i o n a l l y t h e i n e v i t a b l e b u t o f t e n t r a n s i e n t c o n f l i c t s o f i n t e r e s t s 

b e t w e e n s t a t e s . * 

E v o l u t i o n i n t h e f o r m s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y w o u l d f a c i l i t a t e 

t h e g r a d u a l r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f t h e A m e r i c a n d e f e n s e p o s t u r e , p a r -

t i c u l a r l y b y c o n c e n t r a t i n g A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e a b r o a d i n 

a f e w k e y c o u n t r i e s . E x c e p t i n c o u n t r i e s t h a t f e e l t h e m s e l v e s d i -

r e c t l y t h r e a t e n e d , p r o l o n g e d U n i t e d S t a t e s m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e 

t e n d s t o g a l v a n i z e p o l i t i c a l h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s e v e n 

i n t r a d i t i o n a l l y f r i e n d l y c o u n t r i e s ( l i k e T u r k e y ) , a n d t h o u g h t h a t 

p r e s e n c e w a s o n c e w a n t e d b y t h e c o u n t r i e s c o n c e r n e d , i t h a s 

t e n d e d t o b e c o m e a n A m e r i c a n v e s t e d i n t e r e s t . W i t h t h e r e s t r a i n t 

i m p o s e d o n t h e w a g i n g o f a n a l l - o u t w a r b y t h e d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s 

o f n u c l e a r w e a p o n s a n d w i t h t h e l i k e l i h o o d t h a t s p o r a d i c T h i r d 

W o r l d v i o l e n c e w i l l r e p l a c e t h e p r e v i o u s p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h a 

c e n t r a l w a r , A m e r i c a n f o r c e s s t a t i o n e d a b r o a d o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n 

t h a t t h e y w i l l b e n e e d e d t o a s s u r e t h e s e c u r i t y o f d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n s 

f r o m a c o m m o n t h r e a t a r e l e s s a n d l e s s r e q u i r e d f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . 

W i t h s o m e e x c e p t i o n s ( f o r e x a m p l e , S o u t h K o r e a , B e r l i n , o r W e s t 

G e r m a n y ) , b y a n d l a r g e b o t h g l o b a l s t a b i l i t y a n d A m e r i c a n i n -

t e r e s t s w o u l d p r o b a b l y n o t b e j e o p a r d i z e d i f t h e A m e r i c a n d e -

f e n s e p o s t u r e b e c a m e t e r r i t o r i a l l y m o r e c o n f i n e d ( t h i s h a s b e e n 

t r u e o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , w i t h l i t t l e a p p a r e n t d a m a g e t o i t s s e -

c u r i t y ) , a n d r e l i e d i n c r e a s i n g l y o n l o n g - r a n g e m o b i l i t y . ! 

* This may be especially relevant to efforts to construct a system of coopera-
tion in the Pacific. By itself, it is unlikely that Southeast Asia, even with im-
proved economic performance, can create the foundations for regional secu-
rity. But enlarged through Japanese, Australian, and American participation 
—and not specifically directed against China—some forms of cooperation 
could gradually develop, and the system might eventually involve more and 
more nations. 
f Some stand-by facilities for international peace-keeping forces could be 
provided if, with the agreement of the host country, some vacated United 
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F i n a l l y , t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d t h e d a n g e r s i n h e r e n t i n t h e s c i -

e n t i f i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l a g e r e q u i r e s u b t l e b u t i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e s 

i n A m e r i c a n a t t i t u d e s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h e s e c h a n g e s w i l l n o t 

c o m e r a p i d l y ; t h e y c a n n o t b e b l u e p r i n t e d i n d e t a i l ; t h e y a r e u n -

l i k e l y t o b e a c h i e v e d d r a m a t i c a l l y . N o n e t h e l e s s , t o p l a y a n e f f e c -

t i v e w o r l d r o l e A m e r i c a n e e d s f o r e i g n - r e l a t i o n s m a c h i n e r y t h a t 

e x p l o i t s t h e l a t e s t c o m m u n i c a t i o n s t e c h n i q u e s a n d u s e s a s t y l e 

a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n r e s p o n s i v e t o t h e m o r e c o n g e s t e d p a t t e r n o f o u r 

g l o b a l e x i s t e n c e . 

T h i s i s h a r d l y t h e c a s e t o d a y . O u r d i p l o m a t i c m a c h i n e r y i s s t i l l 

t h e p r o d u c t o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s t h a t w e r e c o n t r i v e d 

a f t e r 1 8 1 5 a n d t h a t w e r e r i t u a l i s t i c a l l y p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h p r o t o c o l . 

I t i s p r e d o m i n a n t l y g e a r e d t o g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t r e l a -

t i o n s , o f t e n n e g l e c t i n g t h e c u r r e n t l y f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t r o l e o f 

s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t s . I t i s n o a c c i d e n t t h a t n e w s p a p e r m e n , l e s s 

d e p e n d e n t o n g o v e r n m e n t a l c o n t a c t s a n d m o r e i n c l i n e d t o b e c o m e 

a b s o r b e d i n a g i v e n s o c i e t y ' s l i f e , h a v e o f t e n b e e n m o r e s e n s i t i v e 

t o t h e b r o a d p a t t e r n o f c h a n g e i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s t h a n h a v e t h e 

l o c a l A m e r i c a n d i p l o m a t s . C o n t e m p o r a r y f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s i n c r e a s -

States bases were taken over by the UN. It should in any case, be noted that 
American public opinion seems little disposed to back the use of American 
forces to protect foreign nations. In a mid-1969 public-opinion poll, which 
asked whether America ought to aid foreign states if these were invaded 
by outside communist military forces, those who were willing to rely on 
force were in the majority only with respect to Canada and Mexico (57 per 
cent and 52 per cent respectively); the figure for West Germany was 38 
per cent, for Japan 27 per cent, for Israel 9 per cent (here the foreign 
aggression postulated was not necessarily communist), for Rumania 13 per 
cent; when combined with those willing to help short of force, the percent-
age for Canada was 79 per cent, for Mexico 76 per cent, for West Germany 
59 per cent, for Israel 44 per cent, for Rumania 24 per cent, for Japan 42 
per cent (Harris Poll, as cited by Time, May 2, 1969). 

The national mood could easily change in the light of circumstances, but 
the above poll is significant in indicating a general attitude. It suggests a 
more selective approach toward military commitment and may have some 
bearing on the likely public response to the formation of a professional 
volunteer army. A large, conscript-based army was to some extent a reflec-
tion of the populist nationalism stimulated by the French Revolution, which 
saw every citizen as a soldier. This had greater meaning in an age of rela-
tively unsophisticated weaponry and intense ideological motivation. With 
both factors changing drastically, the case for a more professional armed 
force, employed for more selective purposes, gains weight. 
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i n g l y r e q u i r e s k i l l s i n i n t e l l e c t u a l - s c i e n t i f i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , i n -

c l u d i n g t h e a b i l i t y t o c o m m u n i c a t e e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h t h e c r e a t i v e 

s e g m e n t s o f o t h e r s o c i e t i e s , a n d i t i s p r e c i s e l y i n t h e s e fields t h a t 

t h e e x i s t i n g d i p l o m a t i c t r a i n i n g a n d p r o c e d u r e a r e m o s t d e f i c i e n t . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e e n t i r e t r a d i t i o n o f s e c r e t d i s p a t c h e s a n d l e n g t h y 

c a b l e s , w h i c h d a i l y o v e r w h e l m S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t h e a d q u a r t e r s i n 

W a s h i n g t o n , h a s s i m p l y n o t t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t t h e e x p l o s i o n i n 

m o d e r n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e x c e l l e n t f o r e i g n 

r e p o r t i n g i n t h e l e a d i n g A m e r i c a n a n d f o r e i g n n e w s p a p e r s , a n d 

e v e n t h e r o l e o f t e l e v i s i o n . * I n c o m m e n t i n g o n t h e 1 9 6 9 D u n c a n 

r e p o r t , w h i c h w a s s i m i l a r l y c r i t i c a l o f t h e B r i t i s h f o r e i g n s e r v i c e , 

C a n a d i a n p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t J a m e s E a y r s n o t e d : " T o o m a n y p e o p l e 

p u s h t o o m a n y p e n s a c r o s s t o o m a n y p i e c e s o f p a p e r , filling t h e m 

w i t h w o r t h l e s s m e s s a g e s / ' 1 2 T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n o n c e c o m p l a i n e d 

t h a t h e h a d n o t h e a r d f r o m o n e o f h i s a m b a s s a d o r s f o r a y e a r ; t h e 

p r e s e n t S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e c o u l d l e g i t i m a t e l y c o m p l a i n t h a t h e 

d a i l y h e a r s t o o m u c h f r o m t o o m a n y u n n e e d e d a m b a s s a d o r s . 

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s t h e c o u n t r y t h a t m o s t u r g e n t l y n e e d s t o 

r e f o r m i t s f o r e i g n s e r v i c e a n d p o l i c y m a k i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t , a n d i t 

i s b e s t e q u i p p e d t o u n d e r t a k e s u c h r e f o r m . I t i s t h e first s o c i e t y 

t o b e c o m e g l o b a l l y o r i e n t e d , a n d i t i s t h e o n e w i t h t h e m o s t e x t e n -

s i v e a n d i n t e n s i v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i n v o l v e m e n t . I t s b u s i n e s s c o m -

m u n i t y , m o r e o v e r , h a s a l s o a c q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e e x p e r i e n c e i n f o r -

e i g n o p e r a t i o n s a n d h a s e f f e c t i v e l y m a s t e r e d t h e a r t s o f a c c u r a t e 

r e p o r t i n g , f o r e i g n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d c e n t r a l c o n t r o l — w i t h o u t 

r e l y i n g o n e n o r m o u s s t a f f s a n d r e d u n d a n t o p e r a t i o n s . I t h a s a l s o 

p i o n e e r e d i n t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e l a t e s t t e c h n i q u e s , s u c h a s c l o s e d -

c i r c u i t t e l e v i s i o n c o n f e r e n c e s , s h a r e d - t i m e c o m p u t e r s , a n d o t h e r 

d e v i c e s . 

T h o u g h t h i s i s h a r d l y t h e p l a c e t o o u t l i n e t h e n e e d e d r e f o r m s i n 

d e t a i l , t h e p o i n t r e m a i n s t h a t , g i v e n t h e f u n d a m e n t a l c h a n g e s i n 

* This writer can state on the basis of personal experience while serving in 
the Department of State that in most cases a better or at least as good a 
picture of foreign developments can be obtained by reading the better news-
papers—including, of course, the foreign ones—than by perusing the hun-
dreds of daily telegrams, often reporting cocktail-party trivia. 
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t h e w a y n a t i o n s i n t e r a c t , a n e x t e n s i v e s t u d y a n d d r a s t i c r e f o r m o f 

t h e e x i s t i n g , h i g h l y t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e a n d s t y l e o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

f o r e i g n s e r v i c e i s l o n g o v e r d u e . W i d e r d i p l o m a t i c u s e o f c o m p u -

t e r s a n d d i r e c t s o u n d - a n d - s i g h t e l e c t r o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s h o u l d 

p e r m i t t h e r e d u c t i o n i n t h e s i z e a n d n u m b e r o f U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r -

e i g n m i s s i o n s , m a k i n g t h e m o p e r a t i o n a l l y s i m i l a r t o t h e m o r e 

e f f i c i e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s . W a s h i n g t o n ' s p o l i c y m a k i n g 

p r o c e s s n e e d s t o b e s i m i l a r l y s t r e a m l i n e d a n d f r e e d f r o m i t s t a n g l e 

o f b u r e a u c r a t i c r e d t a p e . 1 3 

T h e s e m o r e i m m e d i a t e l y n e c e s s a r y c h a n g e s m u s t b e r e i n -

f o r c e d b y a b r o a d e r e f f o r t t o c o n t a i n t h e g l o b a l t e n d e n c i e s t o w a r d 

c h a o s . A c o m m u n i t y o f t h e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s m u s t e v e n t u a l l y b e 

f o r m e d i f t h e w o r l d i s t o r e s p o n d e f f e c t i v e l y t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y 

s e r i o u s c r i s i s t h a t i n d i f f e r e n t w a y s n o w t h r e a t e n s b o t h t h e a d -

v a n c e d w o r l d a n d t h e T h i r d W o r l d . P e r s i s t e n t d i v i s i o n s a m o n g t h e 

d e v e l o p e d s t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e b a s e d o n o u t m o d e d i d e o -

l o g i c a l c o n c e p t s , w i l l n e g a t e t h e e f f o r t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s t a t e s t o a i d 

t h e T h i r d W o r l d ; i n t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d w o r l d t h e y c o u l d e v e n 

c o n t r i b u t e t o a r e s u r g e n c e o f n a t i o n a l i s m . 

Western Europe and Japan 

F r o m a n A m e r i c a n s t a n d p o i n t , t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t a n d p r o m i s -

i n g c h a n g e s i n t h e y e a r s t o c o m e w i l l h a v e t o i n v o l v e W e s t e r n 

E u r o p e a n d J a p a n . T h e a b i l i t y o f t h e s e a r e a s t o c o n t i n u e t o g r o w 
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Developed Nations 



2. j 2. } V: America and the World 

e c o n o m i c a l l y a n d t o m a i n t a i n r e l a t i v e l y d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l f o r m s 

w i l l m o r e c r u c i a l l y a f f e c t t h e g r a d u a l e v o l u t i o n o f a n e w i n t e r n a -

t i o n a l s y s t e m t h a n w i l l l i k e l y c h a n g e s i n A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t r e l a -

t i o n s . W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n d J a p a n o f f e r g r e a t e r p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r 

i n i t i a t i v e s d e s i g n e d t o w e a v e a n e w f a b r i c o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a -

t i o n s , a n d b e c a u s e , l i k e A m e r i c a , t h e y a r e i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f 

s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n , t h e y r e p r e s e n t t h e m o s t 

v i t a l r e g i o n s o f t h e g l o b e . 

T h o u g h s o m e s c h o l a r s e m p h a s i z e t h e v i t a l i t y o f E u r o p e a n n a -

t i o n a l i s m , t h e b r o a d t h r u s t o f W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n d e v e l o p m e n t i s 

t o w a r d i n c r e a s i n g c o o p e r a t i o n a n d — m u c h m o r e i m p o r t a n t — t o -

w a r d a E u r o p e a n c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 0 F o r t h e y o u n g e r E u r o p e a n s , 

W e s t e r n E u r o p e i s a l r e a d y a n e n t i t y i n a l l b u t t h e p o l i t i c a l r e -

s p e c t : t h o u g h s t i l l a n a c h r o n i s t i c a l l y g o v e r n e d b y a s e r i e s o f p r o -

v i n c i a l c h i e f t a i n s ( o c c a s i o n a l l y v i s i t e d s e r i a t i m b y t h e f o r e i g n 

p o t e n t a t e f r o m W a s h i n g t o n ) , t h e i r E u r o p e i s f r o n t i e r l e s s , o p e n t o 

u n l i m i t e d t o u r i s m , t o t h e a l m o s t u n l i m i t e d m o v e m e n t o f g o o d s , 

a n d i n c r e a s i n g l y t o t h e f r e e flow o f s t u d e n t s a n d w o r k e r s . T o b e 

s u r e , a p o s i t i v e r e g i o n a l i s m i s y e t t o m a t u r e , b u t t h e f o r e g o i n g a t 

l e a s t p r o v i d e s t h e n e e d e d p s y c h o l o g i c a l b a s i s f o r a n e w E u r o p e . 

T h e t e c h n e t r o n i c r e v o l u t i o n h a s a c c e l e r a t e d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h i s 

E u r o p e , a !nd t h e a u t a r k i c i d e a s o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e h a v e l i t t l e o r 

n o h o l d o n i t t o d a y . 

I n E u r o p e t h e i m p a c t o f s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , t h o u g h d i s -

r u p t i v e w i t h i n s o m e s o c i e t i e s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y I t a l y , w h i c h i s j u s t 

c o m p l e t i n g t h e i n d u s t r i a l p h a s e o f i t s d e v e l o p m e n t ) , h a s i n s p i r e d 

i n c r e a s e d c o o p e r a t i o n ; i n J a p a n , h o w e v e r , w h i c h l a c k s t h e i m m e -

* This has been dramatically illustrated in France by polls which show that 
French public opinion, long held to be strongly nationalist, supports the 
emergence of a European government that would have decisive powers over 
a local French government in such areas as scientific research (66 per cent 
for a European government, 15 per cent for a decisive French government) 
and foreign policy (61 per cent and 17 per cent, respectively). These polls 
indicate that most Frenchmen favored retaining the French government's 
decisive role only in purely internal affairs, such as social policy, vacations, 
education, and so forth (Alain Lancelot and Pierre Weill, "The French and 
the Political Unification of Europe," Revue jrangaise de science politique, 
February 1969, pp. 145-7°) • 
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d i a t e e x t e r n a l o u t l e t t h a t E u r o p e a n u n i f i c a t i o n p r o v i d e s f o r t h e 

W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n s a n d w h i c h i s s u b j e c t t o a h i g h l y v i s i b l e A m e r i -

c a n m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l p r e s e n c e , i t h a s h a d a n i n t e r n a l l y a g g r a v a t -

i n g e f f e c t . I t t e n d s t o s h a r p e n t h e n a t i o n s i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t s , 

p o l a r i z i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n a n d r e n d e r i n g t h e f u t u r e o r i e n t a t i o n 

o f t h e c o u n t r y u n c e r t a i n . * T h e c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e n g e n e r a t i o n s 

e v i d e n t i n m o s t o f t h e a d v a n c e d w o r l d h a v e s p e c i a l g r a v i t y i n 

J a p a n , g i v e n t h e c u l t u r a l u p h e a v a l p r o d u c e d b y i t s d e f e a t i n 

W o r l d W a r I I a n d t h e o n l y r e c e n t l y a c h i e v e d b a l a n c e b e t w e e n 

i t s t r a d i t i o n s a n d m o d e r n d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s . A r e v i v a l o f 

J a p a n e s e n a t i o n a l i s m o r a t u r n t o w a r d i d e o l o g i c a l r a d i c a l i s m 

w o u l d s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t e n t h e h i g h l y t e n u o u s s t r u c t u r e o f p e a c e i n 

t h e P a c i f i c a n d d i r e c t l y a f f e c t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , a n d C h i n a . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a n e f f o r t m u s t b e m a d e t o f o r g e a c o m m u n i t y o f 

t h e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s t h a t w o u l d e m b r a c e t h e A t l a n t i c s t a t e s , t h e 

m o r e a d v a n c e d E u r o p e a n c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s , a n d J a p a n . T h e s e 

n a t i o n s n e e d n o t — a n d f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e c o u l d n o t — f o r m a 

h o m o g e n e o u s c o m m u n i t y r e s e m b l i n g E E C o r t h e o n c e h o p e d f o r 

A t l a n t i c c o m m u n i t y . N o n e t h e l e s s , p r o g r e s s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n w o u l d 

h e l p t o t e r m i n a t e t h e c i v i l w a r t h a t h a s d o m i n a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p o l i t i c s a m o n g t h e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s f o r t h e l a s t h u n d r e d a n d 

fifty y e a r s . T h o u g h t h e n a t i o n a l i s t a n d i d e o l o g i c a l d i s p u t e s a m o n g 

t h e s e n a t i o n s h a v e l e s s a n d l e s s r e l e v a n c e t o m a n k i n d ' s r e a l p r o b -

l e m s , t h e i r p e r s i s t e n c e h a s p r e c l u d e d a c o n s t r u c t i v e r e s p o n s e t o 

d i l e m m a s t h a t b o t h d e m o c r a t i c a n d c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s i n c r e a s -

i n g l y r e c o g n i z e a s b e i n g t h e k e y i s s u e s o f o u r t i m e s . T h e a b s e n c e 

o f a u n i f y i n g p r o c e s s o f i n v o l v e m e n t h a s k e p t o l d d i s p u t e s a l i v e 

a n d h a s o b s c u r e d t h e p u r p o s e s o f s t a t e s m a n s h i p . 

T o p o s t u l a t e t h e n e e d f o r s u c h a c o m m u n i t y a n d t o d e f i n e i t s 

c r e a t i o n a s t h e c o m i n g d e c a d e ' s m a j o r t a s k i s n o t u t o p i a n i s m . 

* Thus, the center-right coalition that has governed Japan in the postwar 
period has gradually shrunk: in 1952 it obtained 66.1 per cent of the popular 
vote; in 1953, 65.7 per cent; in 1955, 63.2 per cent; in 1958, 57-8 per cent; 
in i960, 57.6 per cent; in 1963, 54.7 per cent; in 1967, 48 8 per cent; and 
in 1969, 47.6 per cent. 
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U n d e r t h e p r e s s u r e s o f e c o n o m i c s , s c i e n c e , a n d t e c h n o l o g y , m a n -

k i n d i s m o v i n g s t e a d i l y t o w a r d l a r g e - s c a l e c o o p e r a t i o n . D e s p i t e 

p e r i o d i c r e v e r s e s , a l l h u m a n h i s t o r y c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s p r o g r e s s i n 

t h a t d i r e c t i o n . T h e q u e s t i o n i s w h e t h e r a s p o n t a n e o u s m o v e m e n t 

w i l l s u f f i c e t o c o u n t e r b a l a n c e t h e d a n g e r s a l r e a d y n o t e d . A n d 

s i n c e t h e a n s w e r i s p r o b a b l y n o , i t f o l l o w s t h a t a r e a l i s t i c r e s p o n s e 

c a l l s f o r d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t s t o a c c e l e r a t e t h e p r o c e s s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o o p e r a t i o n a m o n g t h e a d v a n c e d n a t i o n s . 

M o v e m e n t t o w a r d a l a r g e r c o m m u n i t y o f t h e d e v e l o p e d n a -

t i o n s w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y h a v e t o b e p i e c e m e a l , a n d i t w i l l n o t p r e -

c l u d e m o r e h o m o g e n e o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r e n t i t y . 

M o r e o v e r , s u c h a c o m m u n i t y c a n n o t b e a c h i e v e d b y f u s i n g e x i s t -

i n g s t a t e s i n t o o n e l a r g e r e n t i t y . T h e d e s i r e t o c r e a t e o n e l a r g e r , 

f o r m a l s t a t e i s i t s e l f a n e x t e n s i o n o f r e a s o n i n g d e r i v e d f r o m t h e 

a g e o f n a t i o n a l i s m . I t m a k e s m u c h m o r e s e n s e t o a t t e m p t t o a s s o -

c i a t e e x i s t i n g s t a t e s t h r o u g h a v a r i e t y o f i n d i r e c t t i e s a n d a l r e a d y 

d e v e l o p i n g l i m i t a t i o n s o n n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y . 

I n t h i s p r o c e s s , t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d E a s t e r n E u r o p e o n t h e 

o n e h a n d a n d W e s t e r n E u r o p e o n t h e o t h e r w i l l c o n t i n u e f o r a 

l o n g t i m e t o e n j o y m o r e i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h e i r o w n 

a r e a s . T h a t i s u n a v o i d a b l e . T h e p o i n t , h o w e v e r , i s t o d e v e l o p a 

b r o a d e r s t r u c t u r e t h a t l i n k s t h e f o r e g o i n g i n v a r i o u s r e g i o n a l o r 

f u n c t i o n a l f o r m s o f c o o p e r a t i o n . S u c h a s t r u c t u r e w o u l d n o t s w e e p 

a s i d e U n i t e d S t a t e s - S o v i e t n u c l e a r r i v a l r y , w h i c h w o u l d r e m a i n 

t h e a x i s o f w o r l d m i l i t a r y m i g h t . B u t i n t h e b r o a d e r c o o p e r a t i v e 

s e t t i n g , t h e c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n c o u l d e v e n t u a l l y r e s e m b l e i n f o r m l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

A n g l o - F r e n c h c o l o n i a l c o m p e t i t i o n : F a s h o d a d i d n o t v i t i a t e t h e 

e m e r g i n g E u r o p e a n e n t e n t e . 

M o v e m e n t t o w a r d s u c h a c o m m u n i t y w i l l i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y r e -

q u i r e t w o b r o a d a n d o v e r l a p p i n g p h a s e s . T h e f i r s t o f t h e s e w o u l d 

i n v o l v e t h e f o r g i n g o f c o m m u n i t y l i n k s a m o n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

W e s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d J a p a n , a s w e l l a s w i t h o t h e r m o r e a d v a n c e d 

c o u n t r i e s ( f o r e x a m p l e , A u s t r a l i a , I s r a e l , M e x i c o ) . T h e s e c o n d 

p h a s e w o u l d i n c l u d e t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e s e l i n k s t o m o r e a d v a n c e d 
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c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s . S o m e o f t h e m — f o r e x a m p l e , Y u g o s l a v i a o r 

R u m a n i a — m a y m o v e t o w a r d c l o s e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n 

m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n o t h e r s , a n d h e n c e t h e t w o p h a s e s n e e d n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y b e s h a r p l y d e m a r c a t e d . 

Structure and Focus 

T h e e m e r g i n g c o m m u n i t y o f d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s w o u l d r e q u i r e 

s o m e i n s t i t u t i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n , e v e n t h o u g h i t w o u l d b e u n w i s e t o 

s e e k t o c r e a t e t o o m a n y b i n d i n g i n t e g r a t e d p r o c e s s e s p r e m a t u r e l y . 

A c a s e c a n b e m a d e f o r i n i t i a l l y s e t t i n g u p o n l y a h i g h - l e v e l c o n -

s u l t a t i v e c o u n c i l f o r g l o b a l c o o p e r a t i o n , r e g u l a r l y b r i n g i n g t o -

g e t h e r t h e h e a d s o f g o v e r n m e n t s o f t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d t o d i s -

c u s s t h e i r c o m m o n p o l i t i c a l - s e c u r i t y , e d u c a t i o n a l - s c i e n t i f i c , a n d 

e c o n o m i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m s , a s w e l l a s t o d e a l f r o m t h a t 

p e r s p e c t i v e w i t h t h e i r m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n s t o w a r d t h e d e v e l o p i n g 

n a t i o n s . S o m e p e r m a n e n t s u p p o r t i n g m a c h i n e r y c o u l d p r o v i d e 

c o n t i n u i t y t o t h e s e c o n s u l t a t i o n s . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , s u c h a c o u n c i l f o r g l o b a l c o o p e r a t i o n w o u l d b e 

s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n O E C D i n t h a t i t w o u l d o p e r a t e o n a h i g h e r 

l e v e l a n d w o u l d a l s o b e c o n c e r n e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y , b u t i t 

w o u l d b e m o r e d i f f u s e d t h a n N A T O i n t h a t i t w o u l d n o t s e e k t o 

f o r g e i n t e g r a t e d m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a c o u n -

c i l o f t h i s s o r t — p e r h a p s i n i t i a l l y l i n k i n g o n l y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

J a p a n , a n d W e s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d t h u s b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r t h e p o -

l i t i c a l l e a d e r s o f s t a t e s s h a r i n g c e r t a i n c o m m o n a s p i r a t i o n s a n d 

p r o b l e m s o f m o d e r n i t y — w o u l d b e m o r e e f f e c t i v e i n d e v e l o p i n g 

c o m m o n p r o g r a m s t h a n i s t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , w h o s e e f f i c a c y i s 

u n a v o i d a b l y l i m i t e d b y t h e C o l d W a r a n d b y n o r t h - s o u t h d i v i -

s i o n s . 

T h e i n c l u s i o n o f J a p a n w o u l d b e p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t , b o t h t o 

t h e i n t e r n a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f J a p a n e s e l i f e a n d t o t h e v i t a l i t y o f 

s u c h a c o m m u n i t y . J a p a n i s a w o r l d p o w e r , a n d i n a w o r l d o f 

e l e c t r o n i c a n d s u p e r s o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i t i s a p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d 

p o l i t i c a l e r r o r t o t h i n k o f i t a s p r i m a r i l y a n A s i a n n a t i o n . J a p a n 
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n e e d s a n o u t l e t c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h i t s o w n a d v a n c e d d e v e l o p -

m e n t , n o t o n e t h a t p l a c e s i t i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f a g i a n t a m o n g 

p y g m i e s a n d t h a t e x c l u d e s i t de facto f r o m t h e c o u n c i l s o f t h e 

r e a l w o r l d p o w e r s . T h e r e g u l a r A m e r i c a n - J a p a n e s e c a b i n e t - l e v e l 

t a l k s a r e a d e s i r a b l e b i l a t e r a l a r r a n g e m e n t , b u t J a p a n w i l l b e c o m e 

m o r e f u l l y a n d c r e a t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n w o r l d a f f a i r s i n a l a r g e r 

s e t t i n g o f e q u a l p a r t n e r s . 

W i t h o u t s u c h a l a r g e r s e t t i n g , t h e r e i s d a n g e r t h a t t h e e x t r a o r -

d i n a r y p a c e o f J a p a n e s e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t w i l l b e c o m e 

d e s t r u c t i v e . T h e a u t o m a t i c p r o j e c t i o n s o f J a p a n e s e g r o w t h i n t o 

t h e f u t u r e , m a d e w i t h i n c r e a s i n g f r e q u e n c y i n t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s , a r e 

m i s l e a d i n g ; t h e y d o n o t m a k e a l l o w a n c e f o r t h e d e s t a b i l i z i n g 

e f f e c t o f t h e i m p a c t o f c h a n g e o n J a p a n e s e t r a d i t i o n s . T h e r e i s a 

r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s J a p a n w i l l u n d e r g o e x t r e m e l y u p -

s e t t i n g i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t s u n l e s s i n s o m e w a y J a p a n e s e i d e a l i s m i s 

b o t h s t i m u l a t e d a n d t u r n e d t o g o a l s l a r g e r t h a n i n s u l a r a n d p e r -

s o n a l h e d o n i s m . I n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n , i n v o l v i n g t h e s h a r i n g 

w i t h J a p a n o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s w e l l a s o f p o w e r , c o u l d p r o v i d e 

s u c h a n o u t l e t . 

S u c h a c o u n c i l w o u l d a l s o p r o v i d e a p o l i t i c a l - s e c u r i t y f r a m e -

w o r k i n w h i c h t h e s e c u r i t y c o n c e r n s o f e a c h s t a t e c o u l d b e v i e w e d 

i n a c o n t e x t t h a t t a k e s i n t o a c c o u n t t h e i n e s c a p a b l e c o n n e c t i o n s 

b e t w e e n s u c h m a t t e r s a s S o v i e t p o l i c y i n B e r l i n a n d t h e S i n o -

S o v i e t c r i s i s , C h i n e s e n u c l e a r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s 

b o t h , f o r J a p a n e s e s e c u r i t y a n d f o r E a s t - W e s t r e l a t i o n s i n E u r o p e , 

a n d s o o n . S i m i l a r l y , m a t t e r s s u c h a s J a p a n e s e r e a r m a m e n t , p o s s i -

b l y e v e n J a p a n ' s a c q u i s i t i o n o f n u c l e a r a r m s ( t h o u g h t b y i n -

c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e n u m b e r s o f J a p a n e s e t o b e l i k e l y d u r i n g t h e 

s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e 1 9 7 0 s ) , 1 4 c o u l d b e v i e w e d i n t e r m s o f t h i s 

b r o a d e r s i g n i f i c a n c e r a t h e r t h a n a s a r e s p o n s e t o p u r e l y l o c a l c o n -

s i d e r a t i o n s . I n d e e d , g i v e n t h e n a t u r e o f m o d e r n s c i e n t i f i c d e v e l o p -

m e n t s a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , i t i s n o t t o o e a r l y t o t h i n k o f t e c h -

n o l o g i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n d J a p a n , a s w e l l 

a s b e t w e e n b o t h o f t h e m a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i n s o m e fields o f 

d e f e n s e . 
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P o l i t i c a l - s e c u r i t y e f f o r t s w o u l d , h o w e v e r , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y b e 

s e c o n d i n i m p o r t a n c e t o e f f o r t s t o b r o a d e n t h e s c o p e o f e d u c a -

t i o n a l - s c i e n t i f i c a n d e c o n o m i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n a m o n g 

t h e m o s t a d v a n c e d i n d u s t r i a l n a t i o n s t h a t a r e b e c o m i n g p o s t -

i n d u s t r i a l a n d a r e i n s o m e r e g a r d s m o v i n g i n t o t h e p o s t - n a t i o n a l 

a g e . T h e p r o j e c t e d w o r l d i n f o r m a t i o n g r i d , f o r w h i c h J a p a n , W e s t -

e r n E u r o p e , a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a r e m o s t s u i t e d , 0 c o u l d c r e a t e 

t h e b a s i s f o r a c o m m o n e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m , f o r t h e a d o p t i o n o f 

c o m m o n a c a d e m i c s t a n d a r d s , f o r t h e o r g a n i z e d p o o l i n g o f i n f o r -

m a t i o n , a n d f o r a m o r e r a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r i n r e s e a r c h a n d 

d e v e l o p m e n t . C o m p u t e r s a t M . I . T . h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n r e g u l a r l y 

" c o n v e r s i n g " w i t h L a t i n A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i t i e s , a n d t h e r e i s n o 

t e c h n i c a l o b s t a c l e t o p e r m a n e n t i n f o r m a t i o n l i n k a g e b e t w e e n , f o r 

e x a m p l e , t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s o f N e w Y o r k , M o s c o w , T o k y o , M e x i c o 

C i t y , a n d M i l a n . 1 5 S u c h s c i e n t i f i c - i n f o r m a t i o n a l l i n k a g e w o u l d b e 

e a s i e r t o s e t u p t h a n j o i n t e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s a n d w o u l d e n -

c o u r a g e a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m b y p r o v i d i n g a n a d d i -

t i o n a l s t i m u l u s t o a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n o f a c a d e m i c l a b o r , 

u n i f o r m a c a d e m i c s t a n d a r d s , a n d a c r o s s - n a t i o n a l p o o l i n g o f a c a -

d e m i c r e s o u r c e s . 

S t e p s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n c o u l d b e a c c e l e r a t e d b y s o m e s y m b o l i c 

j o i n t a c t i o n s . S p a c e e x p l o r a t i o n i s p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t d r a m a t i c e x -

a m p l e o f h u m a n a d v e n t u r e m a d e p o s s i b l e b y s c i e n c e , b u t c u r -

• "Western Europe and Japan present the most immediate opportunities for 
the world-information-grid. The Europeans and the Japanese are both in-
creasingly sensitive to the importance of information storage and transfer 
network, similar to the one now evolving in this country. 

"The Europeans' success in this project will depend, in part, on their 
ability to modify a number of present restrictive attitudes. One is the linger-
ing tradition of secretiveness in their research-and-development work. An-
other is the nationalistic inhibition in sharing regional information resources. 
It would be unfortunate if these attitudes held up formation of the network, 
since Europeans, over the long run, cannot think in terms of 'Italian re-
search' or 'Norwegian research' any more than they are able to make a dis-
tinction between research done in California or New Jersey. 

"There is every reason to encourage the Europeans to overcome these 
problems. The American information-transfer network should be linked di-
rectly into their regional system, permitting a broader exchange of informa-
tion" (Television Quarterly, Spring 1968, pp. 10-11). 
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r e n t l y i t i s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y m o n o p o l i z e d o n a c o m p e t i t i v e b a s i s b y 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h e p o o l i n g o f W e s t e r n 

E u r o p e a n , J a p a n e s e , a n d A m e r i c a n r e s o u r c e s f o r a s p e c i f i c j o i n t 

u n d e r t a k i n g c o u l d d o m u c h t o a c c e l e r a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a -

t i o n . 1 6 I n a d d i t i o n , i t m a y b e d e s i r a b l e t o d e v e l o p a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n v e n t i o n o n t h e s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f a p p l i e d s c i e n c e a n d 

t e c h n o l o g y . T h i s n o t o n l y w o u l d p e r m i t t h e e c o l o g i c a l a n d s o c i a l 

e f f e c t s o f n e w t e c h n i q u e s t o b e w e i g h e d i n a d v a n c e b u t w o u l d 

a l s o m a k e i t p o s s i b l e t o o u t l a w t h e u s e o f c h e m i c a l s t o l i m i t a n d 

m a n i p u l a t e m a n a n d t o p r e v e n t o t h e r s c i e n t i f i c a b u s e s t o w h i c h 

s o m e g o v e r n m e n t s m a y b e t e m p t e d . 

I n t h e e c o n o m i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l field s o m e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a -

t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n a c h i e v e d , b u t f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s w i l l r e q u i r e 

g r e a t e r A m e r i c a n s a c r i f i c e s . M o r e i n t e n s i v e e f f o r t s t o s h a p e a n e w 

w o r l d m o n e t a r y s t r u c t u r e w i l l h a v e t o b e u n d e r t a k e n , w i t h s o m e 

c o n s e q u e n t r i s k t o t h e p r e s e n t r e l a t i v e l y f a v o r a b l e A m e r i c a n p o s i -

t i o n . F u r t h e r p r o g r e s s w o u l d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y r e q u i r e t h e a b a n -

d o n m e n t o f r e s t r i c t i o n s , i m p o s e d b y C o n g r e s s i n 1 9 4 9 a n d 1 9 5 4 , 

o n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s o f A m e r i c a n c o r p o r a t i o n s a n d o n 

t h e i r f o r e i g n s u b s i d i a r i e s a n d p l a n t s . T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a t r u l y 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d financing w o u l d h a v e 

t o g o h a n d i n h a n d w i t h t h e e m e r g e n c e o f a " t h e o r y o f i n t e r n a -

t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n , " n e e d e d t o s u p p l e m e n t o u r p r e s e n t t h e o r i e s o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e . * P r o g r e s s a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s w o u l d a l s o f a c i l i -

0 Judd Polk argues that "what we need is not a theory of international trade 
that abstracts from production, but a theory of an international production 
which, being specialized, presupposes trade." He goes on to note that "the 
question is not one of intruding into the economy of others; it is a matter 
of releasing the production capabilities of all nations. The problems of pro-
duction seen from the standpoint of an economy vastly larger than that of 
the nation are new to everyone. The United States cannot abandon its con-
cern for the national balance of payments, but, as noted, it is beginning to 
perceive the urgent need for a system of international accounts as compre-
hensive as the present national accounts. It particularly needs to follow the 
whole picture of the international movement of factors of production. Just 
to feel this need is to have made extraordinary progress in a short 20 years, 
for there cannot occur a dislodgment of the dollar from its international 
function without a crippling dislodgment of the production and trade it 
supports. Nor can there be a practical improvement in this function except 
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t a t e t h e c r e a t i o n o f a f r e e - t r a d e a r e a , w h i c h c o u l d b e t a r g e t e d i n 

p r o g r e s s i v e s t a g e s . 

The Communist States 

T h e S o v i e t U n i o n m a y c o m e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s u c h a l a r g e r 

f r a m e w o r k o f c o o p e r a t i o n b e c a u s e o f t h e i n h e r e n t a t t r a c t i o n o f 

t h e W e s t f o r t h e E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s — w h o m t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 

w o u l d h a v e t o f o l l o w l e s t i t l o s e t h e m a l t o g e t h e r — a n d b e c a u s e o f 

t h e S o v i e t U n i o n ' s o w n f e l t n e e d f o r i n c r e a s e d c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n t h e 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l a n d s c i e n t i f i c r e v o l u t i o n . T h a t E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s 

w i l l m o v e c l o s e r t o W e s t e r n E u r o p e i s c e r t a i n . T h e e v e n t s o f 1 9 6 8 

i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a a r e m e r e l y a n a u g u r y o f w h a t i s t o c o m e , i n 

s p i t e o f f o r c i b l e S o v i e t e f f o r t s t o t h e c o n t r a r y . I t i s o n l y a m a t t e r 

o f t i m e b e f o r e i n d i v i d u a l c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s c o m e k n o c k i n g a t t h e 

d o o r s o f E E C o r O E C D ; h e n c e , b r o a d e r E a s t - W e s t a r r a n g e m e n t s 

m a y e v e n b e c o m e a w a y f o r M o s c o w t o m a i n t a i n e f f e c t i v e l i n k s 

w i t h t h e E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n c a p i t a l s . 

T h e e v o l u t i o n o f Y u g o s l a v t h i n k i n g a n d b e h a v i o r a t t e s t s t o t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h e c o m m u n i s t s t a t e s a r e n o t i m m u n e t o t h e p r o c e s s o f 

c h a n g e a n d t o i n t e l l i g e n t W e s t e r n i n i t i a t i v e s . S l i g h t l y m o r e t h a n 

t w e n t y y e a r s a g o , Y u g o s l a v p r o n o u n c e m e n t s w e r e n o t u n l i k e t h o s e 

o f t h e C h i n e s e t o d a y . Y e t Y u g o s l a v i a n o w l e a d s a l l c o m m u n i s t 

s t a t e s i n e c o n o m i c r e f o r m , i n t h e o p e n n e s s o f i t s s o c i e t y , a n d i n 

i d e o l o g i c a l m o d e r a t i o n . I n t h e l a t e 1 9 6 0 s i t j o i n e d G A T T , ° a n d 

Y u g o s l a v i a ' s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h E F T A t — a n d p e r h a p s e v e n t u a l l y 

w i t h t h e C o m m o n M a r k e t — i s a p r o b a b i l i t y . W h i l e s t i l l c o m m i t t e d 

t o t h e n o t i o n o f " s o c i a l i s m , " Y u g o s l a v i a ' s v i e w s o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p o l i t i c s a r e m o d e r a t e , a n d t h e y h a v e h a d a s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t o n 

c o m m u n i s m i n E a s t e r n E u r o p e . 

S i m i l a r t r e n d s a r e s l o w l y d e v e l o p i n g e l s e w h e r e i n t h e c o m -

in the context of the cash and credit requirements of the new world eco-
nomy" ("The New World Economy," Columbia Journal of World Business, 
January-February 1968, p. 15). 
* GATT: General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs, 
f EFTA: European Free Trade Association. 
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m u n i s t w o r l d . T o b e s u r e , t h e y a r e o p p o s e d b y e n t r e n c h e d b u r e a u -

c r a t s , b u t i n t h e l o n g r u n t h e r e a c t i o n a r i e s a r e fighting a l o s i n g 

b a t t l e . S o c i a l f o r c e s a r e a g a i n s t t h e m , a n d t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e e l i t e s 

a r e o n t h e d e f e n s i v e e v e r y w h e r e . I t i s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r t h e y c a n 

r e v e r s e , t h o u g h t h e y c e r t a i n l y c a n d e l a y , t h e t r e n d t o w a r d a m o r e 

o p e n , h u m a n i s t i c , a n d l e s s i d e o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y . T h e r e s i s t a n c e o f 

t h o s e r e g i m e s d o m i n a t e d b y e n t r e n c h e d c o n s e r v a t i v e b u r e a u c r a -

c i e s w i l l b e f u r t h e r w e a k e n e d i f t h e W e s t v i e w s t h e C o l d W a r 

a s p r i m a r i l y d u e t o t h e f a d i n g s e l f - s e r v i n g d o c t r i n e s o f t h e C o m -

m u n i s t r u l e r s , i f i t a p p r o a c h e s t h e C o l d W a r m o r e a s a n a b e r r a -

t i o n a n d l e s s a s a m i s s i o n . 

O v e r t h e l o n g r u n — a n d o u r e a r l i e r a n a l y s i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t 

w o u l d b e a l o n g r u n — S o v i e t r e s p o n s i v e n e s s c o u l d b e s t i m u l a t e d 

t h r o u g h t h e d e l i b e r a t e o p e n i n g o f E u r o p e a n c o o p e r a t i v e v e n t u r e s 

t o t h e E a s t a n d t h r o u g h t h e c r e a t i o n o f n e w E a s t - W e s t b o d i e s 

d e s i g n e d i n i t i a l l y o n l y t o p r o m o t e a d i a l o g u e , t h e e x c h a n g e o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n , a n d t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f a c o o p e r a t i v e e t h o s . T h e 

d e l i b e r a t e d e f i n i t i o n o f c e r t a i n c o m m o n o b j e c t i v e s i n e c o n o m i c 

d e v e l o p m e n t , t e c h n o l o g i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , a n d E a s t - W e s t s e c u r i t y 

a r r a n g e m e n t s c o u l d h e l p s t i m u l a t e a s e n s e o f c o m m o n p u r p o s e 

a n d t h e g r o w t h o f a r u d i m e n t a r y i n s t i t u t i o n a l f r a m e w o r k . ( F o r 

e x a m p l e , t h r o u g h f o r m a l l i n k s i n t h e e c o n o m i c s p h e r e b e t w e e n 

O E C D a n d t h e C o u n c i l f o r M u t u a l E c o n o m i c A s s i s t a n c e 

( C E M A ) ; i n t h e s e c u r i t y s p h e r e b e t w e e n N A T O a n d t h e W a r s a w 

P a c t , a n d t h r o u g h U n i t e d S t a t e s - S o v i e t a r m s - c o n t r o l a r r a n g e -

m e n t s ; o r b y t h e c r e a t i o n o f a n i n f o r m a l E a s t - W e s t p o l i t i c a l c o n -

s u l t a t i v e b o d y . ) * 1 7 

A l a r g e r c o o p e r a t i v e g o a l w o u l d a l s o h a v e o t h e r b e n e f i c i a l 

e f f e c t s . F o r o n e t h i n g , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n w o u l d 

i n i t i a l l y d e m o n s t r a t e h e s i t a n c y o r e v e n h o s t i l i t y i n t h e f a c e o f 

W e s t e r n i n i t i a t i v e . T h e r e f o r e , a n a p p r o a c h b a s e d o n b i l a t e r a l 

0 This is not only a matter of technological and multilateral determinism, as 
suggested by Pierre Hassner in his "Implications of Change in Eastern Eu-
rope for the Atlantic Alliance" (Orbis, Spring 1969, p. 246), but also a 
deliberate, though very long-range, strategy. 
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A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t a c c o m m o d a t i o n — a s a d v o c a t e d b y s o m e A m e r i -

c a n s — m i g h t p r o v e t o b e a b o r t i v e a n d w o u l d c o n s e q u e n t l y i n t e n -

s i f y t e n s i o n s . B u t e f f o r t s t o c r e a t e a l a r g e r c o o p e r a t i v e c o m m u n i t y 

n e e d n o t b e h a l t e d b y i n i t i a l S o v i e t r e l u c t a n c e , n o r c a n t h e y b e 

e a s i l y e x p l o i t e d b y M o s c o w t o p e r p e t u a t e t h e C o l d W a r . O n t h e 

c o n t r a r y , S o v i e t r e s i s t a n c e w o u l d o n l y r e s u l t i n m o r e c o s t l y S o v i e t 

i s o l a t i o n . B y s e e k i n g t o c u t E a s t e r n E u r o p e o f f f r o m t h e W e s t , t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y a l s o d e n y i t s e l f t h e f r u i t s o f c l o s e r 

E a s t - W e s t t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n . I n 1 9 8 5 t h e c o m b i n e d G N P 

o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , W e s t e r n E u r o p e , a n d J a p a n w i l l b e r o u g h l y 

s o m e w h e r e a r o u n d t h r e e t r i l l i o n d o l l a r s , o r f o u r t i m e s t h a t o f t h e 

l i k e l y S o v i e t G N P ( a s s u m i n g a f a v o r a b l e g r o w t h r a t e f o r t h e 

S o v i e t s ) ; w i t h s o m e E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n s t a t e s g r a d u a l l y s h i f t i n g 

t o w a r d g r e a t e r c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h E E C a n d O E C D , t h e S o v i e t 

U n i o n c o u l d a b s t a i n o n l y a t g r e a t c o s t t o i t s o w n d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 

w o r l d p o s i t i o n . 

Risks and Advantages 

T h e s h a p i n g o f s u c h a c o m m u n i t y m a y w e l l p r o v o k e c h a r g e s 

t h a t i t s e m e r g e n c e w o u l d a c c e n t u a t e t h e d i v i s i o n s i n a w o r l d a l -

r e a d y t h r e a t e n e d b y f r a g m e n t a t i o n . T h e a n s w e r t o s u c h o b j e c -

t i o n s i s t w o f o l d : F i r s t , d i v i s i o n a l r e a d y e x i s t s , a n d o u r p r e s e n t 

p r o b l e m i s h o w b e s t t o d e a l w i t h i t . A s l o n g a s t h e a d v a n c e d 

w o r l d i s i t s e l f d i v i d e d a n d i n c o n f l i c t , i t w i l l b e u n a b l e t o f o r m u -

l a t e c o h e r e n t g o a l s . T h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s m a y e v e n b e 

b e n e f i t i n g f r o m t h e i n t e r n a l r i v a l r i e s i n t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d , 

w h i c h i n c i t e i t t o c o m p e t e i n e x t e n d i n g a i d ; b u t s i n c e s u c h a i d 

t e n d s t o b e f o c u s e d o n s h o r t - t e r m p o l i t i c a l a d v a n t a g e s t o t h e 

d o n o r , i t i s s u b j e c t t o p o l i t i c a l f l u c t u a t i o n s a n d m a y d e c l i n e a s t h e 

r i v a l r y d e c l i n e s i n i n t e n s i t y . 

Second, the emergence of a more cooperative structure among 
the more developed nations is likely to increase the possibility 
of a long-range strategy for international development based on 
the emerging global consciousness rather than on old rivalries. 
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I t c o u l d h e n c e d i m i n i s h t h e d e s i r e f o r i m m e d i a t e p o l i t i c a l p a y -

o f f s a n d t h u s p a v e t h e w a y f o r m o r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z e d , m u t i l a t e r a l 

f o r e i g n a i d . W h i l e t h e v e x i n g p r o b l e m s o f t a r i f f s a n d t r a d e w i t h t h e 

T h i r d W o r l d a r e n o t l i k e l y t o d i s a p p e a r , t h e y m i g h t b e c o m e m o r e 

m a n a g e a b l e i n a s e t t i n g t h a t r e d u c e s b o t h t h e i m p e d i m e n t s t o 

t r u l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n a n d , c o n s e q u e n t l y , a g i v e n c o u n -

t r y ' s s t a k e i n t h i s o r t h a t p r o t e c t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t . T h e u n d e r l y i n g 

m o t i v a t i o n f o r s u c h a c o m m u n i t y i s , h o w e v e r , e x t r e m e l y i m -

p o r t a n t . I f t h i s c o m m u n i t y d o e s n o t s p r i n g f r o m f e a r a n d h a t r e d 

b u t f r o m a w i d e r r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t w o r l d a f f a i r s w i l l h a v e t o b e 

c o n d u c t e d o n a d i f f e r e n t b a s i s , i t w o u l d n o t i n t e n s i f y w o r l d d i v i -

s i o n s — a s h a v e a l l i a n c e s i n t h e p a s t — b u t w o u l d b e a s t e p t o w a r d 

g r e a t e r u n i t y . 

I t s a p p e a r a n c e w o u l d t h e r e f o r e a s s i s t a n d p e r h a p s e v e n a c -

c e l e r a t e t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f p r e s e n t w o r l d b o d i e s — s u c h 

a s t h e W o r l d B a n k — w h i c h a r e i n a n y c a s e de facto i n s t i t u t i o n s 

o f t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d g e a r e d t o a s s i s t i n g t h e T h i r d W o r l d . A 

g r e a t e r s e n s e o f c o m m u n i t y w i t h i n t h e d e v e l o p e d w o r l d w o u l d 

h e l p t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s b y b a c k i n g t h e m w i t h t h e 

s u p p o r t o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n ; i t m i g h t a l s o e v e n t u a l l y l e a d t o t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f s o m e t h i n g a l o n g t h e l i n e s o f a g l o b a l t a x a t i o n s y s -

t e m . 0 

M o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y , A m e r i c a w o u l d g a i n s e v e r a l a d v a n t a g e s f r o m 

i t s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h a l a r g e r g o a l . S u c h a g o a l w o u l d t e n d t o 

r e d u c e t h e i n c r e a s i n g d a n g e r o f A m e r i c a n i s o l a t i o n i n t h e w o r l d ; 

t h i s i s o l a t i o n i s u n a v o i d a b l y b e i n g i n t e n s i f i e d 1 8 b y t h e p r o b l e m s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h A m e r i c a ' s d o m e s t i c l e a p i n t o t h e f u t u r e . M o r e -

o v e r , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s c a n n o t s h a p e t h e w o r l d s i n g l e h a n d e d , 

e v e n t h o u g h i t m a y b e t h e o n l y f o r c e c a p a b l e o f s t i m u l a t i n g c o m -

m o n e f f o r t s t o d o s o . B y e n c o u r a g i n g a n d b e c o m i n g a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h o t h e r m a j o r p o w e r s i n a j o i n t r e s p o n s e t o t h e p r o b l e m s c o n -

* In my view, such a community would also provide a base for implementing 
more far-reaching and visionary proposals for global cooperation; for exam-
ple, those contained in the stimulating "Bulletin of Peace Proposals" pre-
pared by the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo, in the autumn 
of 1969. 
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f r o n t i n g m a n ' s l i f e o n t h i s p l a n e t , a n d b y j o i n t l y a t t e m p t i n g t o 

m a k e d e l i b e r a t e u s e o f t h e p o t e n t i a l o f f e r e d b y s c i e n c e a n d t e c h -

n o l o g y , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w o u l d m o r e e f f e c t i v e l y a c h i e v e i t s o f t e n 

p r o c l a i m e d g o a l . 

T h e q u e s t f o r t h a t g o a l c a n n o t , h o w e v e r , b e g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 

c o n f i n e d t o t h e A t l a n t i c w o r l d , n o r s h o u l d i t s m o t i v a t i o n b e e v e n 

i m p l i c i t l y d e r i v e d f r o m s e c u r i t y f e a r s s t i m u l a t e d b y a m a j o r o u t -

s i d e p o w e r . O n e r e a s o n f o r t h e d e c l i n i n g p o p u l a r a p p e a l o f t h e 

A t l a n t i c c o n c e p t i s t h e l a t t e r s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f 

p o s t - W o r l d W a r I I E u r o p e a n d w i t h t h e f e a r o f S o v i e t a g g r e s s i o n . 

W h i l e s u c h a c o n c e p t w a s a b o l d i d e a a t t h e t i m e , i t i s n o w h i s -

t o r i c a l l y a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l l y l i m i t e d . A b r o a d e r , m o r e a m b i t i o u s , 

a n d m o r e r e l e v a n t a p p r o a c h i s c a l l e d f o r b y t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t 

t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e 1 9 7 0 s w i l l b e l e s s o v e r t l y i d e o l o g i c a l , m o r e 

d i f f u s e — t h e y w i l l m o r e w i d e l y r e f l e c t t h e m a l a i s e o f a w o r l d 

t h a t i s s t i l l u n s t r u c t u r e d p o l i t i c a l l y a n d h i g h l y i n e g a l i t a r i a n e c o -

n o m i c a l l y . 

S u c h a n a p p r o a c h w o u l d a l s o t e n d t o e n d t h e d e b a t e o v e r 

A m e r i c a n g l o b a l i s m . T h e f a c t i s t h a t m u c h o f t h e i n i t i a t i v e a n d 

i m p e t u s f o r a n u n d e r t a k i n g o n s o g r a n d a s c a l e w i l l h a v e t o c o m e 

f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . G i v e n t h e o l d d i v i s i o n s i n t h e a d v a n c e d 

w o r l d — a n d t h e w e a k n e s s e s a n d p a r o c h i a l i s m o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g 

n a t i o n s — t h e a b s e n c e o f c o n s t r u c t i v e A m e r i c a n i n i t i a t i v e w o u l d 

a t t h e v e r y l e a s t p e r p e t u a t e t h e p r e s e n t d r i f t i n w o r l d a f f a i r s . T h a t 

d r i f t c a n n o t b e h a l t e d i f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o l l o w s t h e p a t h w h i c h 

i t i s n o w f a s h i o n a b l e t o a d v o c a t e — d i s e n g a g e m e n t . E v e n i f , d e -

s p i t e t h e w e i g h t a n d m o m e n t u m o f i t s p o w e r , A m e r i c a c o u l d d i s -

e n g a g e i t s e l f , t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g q u a i n t l y o l d - f a s h i o n e d i n t h e 

e l o q u e n t d e n u n c i a t i o n o f U n i t e d S t a t e s g l o b a l i n v o l v e m e n t , e s p e -

c i a l l y w h e n i t c o m e s f r o m E u r o p e a n s , w h o h a v e s h o w n a l e s s t h a n 

a d m i r a b l e a b i l i t y t o m a i n t a i n w o r l d p e a c e . M o r e o v e r , e v e n t h e 

m o s t b r i l l i a n t i n d i c t m e n t o f U n i t e d S t a t e s p o l i c y c a n n o t e r a s e 

t h e f a c t t h a t , d e s p i t e i t s a l l e g e d l y l o n g r e c o r d o f e r r o r s a n d m i s -

c o n c e p t i o n s , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s s o m e h o w b e c o m e t h e o n l y 

p o w e r t h a t h a s b e g u n t o t h i n k i n g l o b a l t e r m s a n d a c t i v e l y s e e k 
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c o n s t r u c t i v e w o r l d - w i d e a r r a n g e m e n t s . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , i t i s 

r e v e a l i n g t o n o t e t h a t i n i t i a t i v e s s u c h a s t h e T e s t - B a n T r e a t y o r 

t h e N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n T r e a t y w e r e o p p o s e d b y g o v e r n m e n t s h a b -

i t u a l l y p r a i s e d b y s o m e c r i t i c s o f U n i t e d S t a t e s g l o b a l i n v o l v e -

m e n t . T h i s c o u n t r y ' s c o m m i t m e n t t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s o n a 

g l o b a l s c a l e h a s b e e n d e c i d e d b y h i s t o r y . I t c a n n o t b e u n d o n e , 

a n d t h e o n l y r e m a i n i n g r e l e v a n t q u e s t i o n i s w h a t i t s f o r m a n d 

g o a l s w i l l b e . 

T h e d e b a t e o n g l o b a l i s m d i d , h o w e v e r , p e r f o r m o n e u s e f u l 

f u n c t i o n . T h o u g h m u c h o f t h e c r i t i c i s m d i d n o t p r o v i d e a m e a n -

i n g f u l p o l i c y p r o g r a m , 0 t h e d e b a t e p r o m p t e d g r e a t e r r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f t h e n e e d t o r e d e f i n e A m e r i c a ' s w o r l d r o l e i n t h e l i g h t o f n e w 

h i s t o r i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . T h r u s t i n t o t h e w o r l d b y i t s o w n g r o w t h 

a n d b y t h e c a t a c l y s m s o f t w o w o r l d w a r s , A m e r i c a first a c t i v e l y 

p r o m o t e d a n d t h e n g u a r a n t e e d t h e W e s t ' s e c o n o m i c r e c o v e r y a n d 

° Even a critic who identifies himself as sympathetic to the "isolationist or 
neo-isolationist" school concludes that the alternatives offered by the more 
traditional students of international politics, such as Lippmann or Morgen-
thau, have relatively little of a constructive nature to offer (Charles Gati, 
"Another Grand Debate? The Limitationist Critique of American Foreign 
Policy," World Politics, October 1968, especially pp. 150-51). Moreover, 
the propensity of even some perceptive writers to concentrate almost entirely 
on the shortcomings of American foreign-policy performance makes it diffi-
cult for them to account for its relatively respectable performance during the 
last twenty years as compared with, for example, that of the European 
powers. Thus, Stanley Hoffmann's massive (556 pages) and in places stimu-
lating book, Gullivers Troubles (New York, 1968), focuses almost entirely 
on the impatience, wrongheadedness, misunderstanding, self-righteousness, 
gullibility, condescension, inflexibility, and paranoid style of American for-
eign policy. This leads him, on a more popular level, to say in a magazine 
article ("Policy for the Seventies," Life, March 21, 1969) that "Americans 
. . . have been prepared by history and instinct for a world in black and 
white, in which there is either harmony or an all-out contest." He does not 
explain why, in that case, the United States and the Soviet Union were 
successful in maintaining peace, whereas in the past the European powers 
had failed to do so. 

At the same time, traditionalists who emphasize the continued vitality of 
nationalism are inherently inclined to postulate policies that are no longer 
in tune with the times. Thus, on the very eve of De Gaulle's repudiation 
by the French people, Hoffmann could speak of a "fundamental rapproche-
ment" with De Gaulle ("America and France," The New Republic, April 12, 
1969, p. 22). 
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m i l i t a r y s e c u r i t y . T h i s p o s t u r e — o f n e c e s s i t y h e a v i l y m a r k e d b y 

m i l i t a r y p r e o c c u p a t i o n s — h a s i n c r e a s i n g l y s h i f t e d t o w a r d a g r e a t e r 

i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e l e s s p o l i t i c a l a n d m o r e b a s i c p r o b l e m s t h a t 

m a n k i n d w i l l f a c e i n t h e r e m a i n i n g t h i r d o f t h e c e n t u r y . 

J o h n K e n n e d y c a u g h t t h e e s s e n c e o f A m e r i c a ' s n o v e l p o s i t i o n 

i n t h e w o r l d w h e n h e s a w h i m s e l f a s " t h e first A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t 

f o r w h o m t h e w h o l e w o r l d w a s , i n a s e n s e , d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c s . " 1 9 

I n d e e d , K e n n e d y w a s t h e first " g l o b a l i s t " p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . R o o s e v e l t , f o r a l l h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , e s s e n t i a l l y b e l i e v e d 

i n a n 1 8 1 5 - l i k e g l o b a l a r r a n g e m e n t i n w h i c h t h e " B i g F o u r " w o u l d 

h a v e s p e c i f i c s p h e r e s o f i n f l u e n c e . T r u m a n p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n d e d 

t o a s p e c i f i c c o m m u n i s t c h a l l e n g e , a n d h i s p o l i c i e s i n d i c a t e d 

a c l e a r r e g i o n a l p r i o r i t y . E i s e n h o w e r c o n t i n u e d o n t h e s a m e 

c o u r s e , o c c a s i o n a l l y a p p l y i n g E u r o p e a n p r e c e d e n t s t o o t h e r r e -

g i o n s . T h e s e s h i f t s w e r e s y m p t o m a t i c o f t h e c h a n g i n g U n i t e d 

S t a t e s r o l e . W i t h K e n n e d y c a m e a s e n s e t h a t e v e r y c o n t i n e n t 

a n d e v e r y p e o p l e h a d t h e r i g h t t o e x p e c t l e a d e r s h i p a n d i n s p i r a -

t i o n f r o m A m e r i c a , a n d t h a t A m e r i c a o w e d a n a l m o s t e q u a l i n -

v o l v e m e n t t o e v e r y c o n t i n e n t a n d e v e r y p e o p l e . K e n n e d y ' s e v o c a -

t i v e s t y l e w h i c h i n s o m e w a y s a p p e a l e d m o r e t o e m o t i o n t h a n 

t o i n t e l l e c t , s t r e s s e d t h e u n i v e r s a l h u m a n i s m o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

m i s s i o n , w h i l e h i s r o m a n t i c f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h t h e c o n q u e s t o f 

s p a c e r e f l e c t e d h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t A m e r i c a ' s s c i e n t i f i c l e a d e r s h i p 

w a s n e c e s s a r y t o i t s e f f e c t i v e w o r l d r o l e . 

G l o b a l i n v o l v e m e n t i s , h o w e v e r , q u a l i t a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

w h a t h a s t o d a t e b e e n k n o w n a s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . I t i s i n i m i c a l t o 

c l e a r - c u t f o r m u l a s a n d t r a d i t i o n a l p r e f e r e n c e s . B u t t h i s i n t e l l e c -

t u a l c o m p l e x i t y d o e s n o t n e g a t e t h e f a c t t h a t f o r b e t t e r o r f o r w o r s e 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s s a d d l e d w i t h m a j o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for s h a p i n g 

t h e f r a m e w o r k f o r c h a n g e . T h i s p o i n t o f v i e w i s s u b j e c t t o e a s y 

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d i s h i g h l y u n p o p u l a r i n s o m e c i r c l e s . W o r l d 

c o n d i t i o n s d o n o t c a l l f o r a P a x A m e r i c a n a , n o r i s t h i s t h e a g e o f 

A m e r i c a n o m n i p o t e n c e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s a f a c t t h a t u n l e s s t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e first g l o b a l s o c i e t y , u s e s i t s p r e p o n d e r a n t i n f l u -

e n c e t o g i v e p o s i t i v e d i r e c t i o n a n d e x p r e s s i o n t o t h e a c c e l e r a t i n g 
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p a c e o f c h a n g e , t h a t c h a n g e n o t o n l y m i g h t b e c o m e c h a o s — w h e n 

l i n k e d t o o l d c o n f l i c t s a n d a n t i p a t h i e s — b u t c o u l d e v e n t u a l l y 

t h r e a t e n t h e e f f o r t t o i m p r o v e t h e n a t u r e a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r o f 

A m e r i c a n d o m e s t i c l i f e . 

T o s u m u p : T h o u g h t h e o b j e c t i v e o f s h a p i n g a c o m m u n i t y o f 

t h e d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s i s l e s s a m b i t i o u s t h a n t h e g o a l o f w o r l d 

g o v e r n m e n t , i t i s m o r e a t t a i n a b l e . I t i s m o r e a m b i t i o u s t h a n t h e 

c o n c e p t o f a n A t l a n t i c c o m m u n i t y b u t h i s t o r i c a l l y m o r e r e l e v a n t 

t o t h e n e w s p a t i a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h o u g h c o g n i z a n t o f p r e s e n t d i v i -

s i o n s b e t w e e n c o m m u n i s t a n d n o n - c o m m u n i s t n a t i o n s , i t a t -

t e m p t s t o c r e a t e a n e w f r a m e w o r k f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s n o t 

b y e x p l o i t i n g t h e s e d i v i s i o n s b u t r a t h e r b y s t r i v i n g t o p r e s e r v e 

a n d c r e a t e o p e n i n g s f o r e v e n t u a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . F i n a l l y , i t r e c o g -

n i z e s t h a t t h e w o r l d s d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s h a v e a c e r t a i n a f f i n i t y , 

a n d t h a t o n l y b y n u r t u r i n g a g r e a t e r s e n s e o f c o m m u n a l i t y a m o n g 

t h e m c a n a n e f f e c t i v e r e s p o n s e t o t h e i n c r e a s i n g t h r e a t o f g l o b a l 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n — w h i c h i t s e l f i n t e n s i f i e s t h e g r o w i n g w o r l d - w i d e 

i m p a t i e n c e w i t h h u m a n i n e q u a l i t y — b e m o u n t e d . 

T h e r e i s t h u s a c l o s e c o n j u n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e h i s t o r i c m e a n i n g 

o f A m e r i c a ' s i n t e r n a l t r a n s i t i o n a n d A m e r i c a ' s r o l e i n t h e w o r l d . 

E a r l i e r i n t h i s b o o k , d o m e s t i c p r i o r i t i e s w e r e r e d u c e d t o t h r e e 

l a r g e a r e a s : t h e n e e d f o r a n i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e a l i g n m e n t o f A m e r i -

c a n d e m o c r a c y t o e n h a n c e s o c i a l r e s p o n s i v e n e s s a n d b l u r t r a d i -

t i o n a l d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n g o v e r n m e n t a l a n d n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l 

s o c i a l p r o c e s s e s ; t h e n e e d f o r a n t i c i p a t o r y i n s t i t u t i o n s t o c o p e 

w i t h t h e u n i n t e n d e d c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l - s c i e n t i f i c 

c h a n g e ; t h e n e e d f o r e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m s t o m i t i g a t e t h e e f f e c t s 

o f g e n e r a t i o n a l a n d r a c i a l c o n f l i c t s a n d p r o m o t e r a t i o n a l h u m a n i s t 

v a l u e s i n t h e e m e r g i n g n e w s o c i e t y . 

T h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t s o f o u r d o m e s t i c n e e d s a r e s i m i -

l a r : t h e g r a d u a l s h a p i n g o f a c o m m u n i t y o f t h e d e v e l o p e d n a -

t i o n s w o u l d b e a r e a l i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n o f o u r e m e r g i n g g l o b a l c o n -

s c i o u s n e s s ; c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n d i s s e m i n a t i n g s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o -

l o g i c a l k n o w l e d g e w o u l d r e f l e c t a m o r e f u n c t i o n a l a p p r o a c h t o 

m a n ' s p r o b l e m s , e m p h a s i z i n g e c o l o g y r a t h e r t h a n i d e o l o g y ; b o t h 
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the foregoing would help to encourage the spread of a more per-
sonalized rational humanist world outlook that would gradually 
replace the institutionalized religious, ideological, and intensely 
national perspectives that have dominated modern history. 

But whatever the future may actually hold for America and 
for the world, the technetronic age—by making so much more 
technologically feasible and electronically accessible—make de-
liberate choice about more issues more imperative. Reason, belief, 
and values will interact intensely, putting a greater premium than 
ever before on the explicit definition of social purposes. To what 
ends should our power be directed, how should our social 
dialogue be promoted, in what way should the needed action be 
taken—these are both philosophical and political issues. In the 
technetronic era, philosophy and politics will be crucial. 
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